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THE SOCIAL SECURITY (MONETARY BENEFITS) 
REGULATIONS 1971 

ARTHUR PORRITT, Governor-General 

ORDER IN COUNCIL 

At the Government House at Wellington this 26th day of July 1971 

Present: 
HIs EXCELLENCY THE GoVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL 

PURSUANT to the Social Security Act 1964, His Excellency the Governor­
Generall, acting by and with the ad",]ceand consent of the Executive 
Council, hereby makes the tfoHowing regulations. 

ANALYSIS 

1. Tide 
2. Interpretation 
3. Registrars' Districts 
4. Powers of Commission and Regis-

trars 
5. Functions of Registrars 
6. Declarations 
7. Applications for monetary benefits 
8. Renewal and review of monetary 

benefits 
9. Change in circumstances of bene­

ficiary 
10. Change in orphan's circumstances 
11. Payment of monetary benefits 

12. Benefi t orders 
13. Loss of benefit book 
14. Postal warrants 
15. Inmates of institutions 
16. Payment on death of beneficiary 
17. Continuance of monetary benefits 

in respect of education of 
children over 16 years of age 

18. Travelling expenses and allowances 
19. Medical services 
20. Offences 
21. Proceedings in respect of offences 

or of money recoverable 
22. Revocations 

REGULATIONS 

1. Title-These reguliations may be cited as Ithe Social Security 
(Monetary Benefits) Regulations 1971. 

2. Interpretation-In Ithese regu~'a!tions, unless the context otherwise 
requires-

"The Aot" means the Social Secur~ty Act 1964: 
"AppliaaJtion" ,in re1aJtion to a claJim tfor any monetary benefit, 

means an original appNcation or an appHcat]on for the renewal 
of the benefit, as the case may require: 

"Benefit" or "monetary benefit" means a benefit under Part I of 
the Act; and, where the context so requires, means supple­
mentary assistance payable under Part III of the Act: 



1971/167 Social Security (Monetary Benefits) Regulations 747 
1971 

"Benefit order" means an order issued by Vhe Department for pay­
meIl!t oif an ,instalmenlt of a benefit: 

"CDmmission" means ~he Social Securilty Commission appomted 
under the A!ct: 

"CDmmissioner" melansa member of the Sociall Securuty Com­
mission, and indludes an Aoting Commissioner: 

"Department" means the Sooial Secunity Department: 
"Distriat" means the diStridt under the charge of a Registrar in 

accordance with these l1egula!tions : 
"Order book" means a book of benefit orders: 
"Pos,ral warrant" means a warrant 'issued by the Department for 

payment of a benefit or other money: 
"Registrar" means an officer 'Of the Department appointed in 

charge of la district. 

3. Registrars' Districts-( 1) To every Registrar the Commission shall 
allot a district. Eaah Registrar shall, fDr the purpDses 'Of the Act, be 
deenled t'O be in charge of the district allDtted to him. 

( 2) The boundaries of every distriat shaJll be fixed by the Oommission, 
and may from itime :to ltime be altered by the Commission. 

(3) If any application or other document or any information which is 
intended for or sh'Ould have been sent to the Registrar of any distriot is 
received by the Registrar of any other distridt, Ithe Registrar by whom 
it is received ShaH forthwith transmit it to the Registrar for whom it is 
intended or DD whom it should have been senlt. 

4. Powers of Commission and Registrars- (1) The powers conferred 
on the Commission by Parts I and In of the Act, except the powers 
conferred by section 11 'Of ,the Aat, may, with 'the WI'rtten consent of 
the Minister of Social Security, be exercised in any district by the 
Reg~strar who for the time being is appointed 'tD the charge of ,thaJt 
district. 

(2) With the written consent oft!he Minister of Sooiall Security, any 
of the pDwers, functions, or duties of a Registrar may at any time be 
exercised or performed by 'any of the CommIssjoners appointed under 
vhe Adt. 

(3) With .the written mnsent of the Minister of Social Security, any 
'Officer of the DepartmeIl!t, th'Ough ndt holding office as a Registrar, may 
exercise or perform any 'Of the powers, functiDns, or duties of a Registrar. 

5. Functions of Registrars- ( 1) I t shall be the function 'Of each 
Registrar, on behalf of the CDmmission, to receive and investigate all 
applications for mDnetary benefits under the Act made in respect of 
perSDns resident within his district, and to deal with all matters arising 
out of thDse applications and the administration of benefits that may 
be required by the CommissiDn or by these regulatiDns to be dealt with 
IDcally. 

(2) It shall be :the duty of every perSDn :t'O make true answers to all 
questions pUlt ,to him by lany 'Of the CDmmissioners or by a Registrar 'Or 
any other authorised officer in respec:t of any applioatiJon or other matter 
arising in relation tD the Act or these regulations, and withDut requiring 
the payment of any fee to furnish in writing such certificates or 
information as may be required for the purposes 'Of ,these regulaJtiDns. 
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6. Declarations-In addition to persons authorised to receive decIara­
tions in accordance with section 9 of the Oafths and Dec1ru1ations Act 
1957, any dedlara;tion requtired for rthe purposes of Ithe Act or tJhese 
regulations may be made before any Registrar of Births and Deaths, 
his Deputy, or any Acting Registrar of Births and Deaths, any con­
stable, any minister of religion, any member of the New Zealand Society 
of Accountants, any Commissioner, or any officer of the Department or 
of the Post Office approved for the purpose by the Commission. 

7. Applicati'Ons f'Or monetary benefits-(l) Every applicant for a 
monetary benefit under Part I of the Act, or for supplementary assistance 
under Part III of the Act, shall furnish in such form as the Commission 
may require such personal and other particulars and (where applicable) 
such particuilars 'Of income and property as the C'Ommission may require 
to enable it to determine whether or not the appliicant is qualified to 
receive a benefit of the class applied for. 

(2) Every applicant sha~l declare rtJhiat the contenJts of his appLicati'On 
are true and corredt 'ID every material point. 

(3) In the case of an application for an orphan's benefit the particu­
lars and declaration aforesaid shall be furrnshed and made by the person 
for the time being having the care and control of the child and, in the 
case of any person who by reason of mental or bodily infirmity is 
incapable of furnishing particulars or making a declaration or refuses 
to make a declaration such particulars and declaration may, with the 
approval of the Commission, be furnished and made by some responsible 
person on behalf of the applicant. 

(4) At rthe request of any MaoIli (w~thin the meaning of the Maori 
AffaiIlS Aot 1953) it shan be rthe duty of every Government officer haV'ing 
the requisite knowledge of the Ma'Ori language to render, wUithout fee 
'Or other considemtian, a~l reasonable assistance in connection with an 
application by the Maori for a monetary benefit or for the renewal of 
a benefit. 

(5) Every appllioation for a monetary benefit shall be posted to the 
Registrar of the distriot or shalll be delivered at the nearest office of the 
Department in the district in which the applicant resides, and shall be 
recorded in such manner as may be determined by the Commission. 
The app~ication maill be deemed to be received by Ithe Commission when 
it has been received at an office of the Departmenlt. 

8. Renewal and review 'Of monetary benefits- ( 1) For the purpose 
of ena:bling the Commission to renew or to review benefits from time to 
time, every benefidary shall, whenever required by the Commission to 
do so, furnish in such manner and in such form as may be requiTed, a 
statement setting forth the necessary particulars. 

(2) Any such statement by a beneficiary as to his income shall be in 
respeot of sucih period as the Commission determines and, if the Com­
mission so requires, shall include particulaIlS as to any income that the 
beneficiary expects :to receive as well as to income that has been actually 
received. 

(3) Any such statement 'as to property owned by the beneficiary 
shall, if the Commission so requires, inolude pal'ticulars as to any 
propCI1ty disposed of by the beneficiary within the period to which the 
Sitatemcrut relates. 
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( 4) Similar particulars in respect of the income and property of the 
wife or husband of ,the beneficiary, or in respect of ~e income and 
property of any child in respect of WIhomany benefit is payable, shall 
be given by the beneficiary or by any other person required to furnish 
such particulars as and when the Commission or a Registrar requires. 

9. Change in circumstances of beneficiary-If and whenever a 
beneficiary or the wIfe or husband or a dependent child of a beneficrary 
is about to leave New Zealand, or acquires lany property or receives 
or becomes entitled to receive any income that may affect the right 
of the beneficiary to receive the benefit received by him or affect the 
rate of the benefit, or if the wife or any child of a beneficiary dies or 
ceases to be maintained by him, or where a beneficiary who is in receipt 
of a widow's benefit remarries, the beneficiary shall immediately forward 
notice in writing of the fact to the Registrar of the district. 

10. Change in orphan's circumstances- (1) The person for the time 
being authorised to collect instalments of an orphan's benefit shall 
forward notice in writing to the Registrar informing him immediately 
after any of the following events should happen: 

(a) The orphan acquires any property or receives or becomes entitled 
to receive any income that may affect his right to receive the 
benefit or the rate of the benefit; or 

(b) The orphan is legally adopted by any person or becomes an inmate 
of any State institution; or 

(c) The orphan dies or leaves New Zealand. 
(2) Upon the happening of any of the foregoing events the person 

giving notice shall forward all unpaid benefit orders to the Registrar for 
cancellation or for amendment, as the case may require. 

11. Payment of monetary benefits- (1) Subject to the proVISIons of 
the Adt and these regulations, every monetary benefit shall be paid in 
such manner as the Commission directs. 

(2) Every instal1ment of a monetary benefit shall be deemed to accrue 
from day 'to day during the pay period for which ilt is payable, and 
shall be due on the last day of that period: 

Provided that every monetary benefit specified at a weekly rate, other 
than a family benefit, shall be due on the last day of each week for which 
it is payable. 

(3) Payment of any instalment may be made at any time within or 
after the expiry of the pay period for which it is payable, in accordance 
with the general or special instructions of the Commission. 

(4) No instJalmen!t shall be paid before the commencement of the pay 
period for which it is payable,except witih the authority of the Corn· 
mission. 

(5) Where under section 77 of ,the Act, any benefit is payable in 
respedt of any period during which the beneficiary is absent from New 
Zea~and, the Commission may make such arrangements for payment as 
it considers expedient, ha~ing regard to the circumstances of the case. 
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12. Benefit orders- ( 1) A benefit order or a book of beneHt orders 
issued !to any person shall remain the property of the Departmentt, and 
shaH be returnable to the DepaIitment on demand. 

(2) For the purposes of identification, a beneficiary shaU be required 
to sign the order book with his usual signature: 

Provided that where an agent is appointed by the Commission to 
receive paymeI1lt of the benefit, the agent ShaH sign the order book. 

(3) When receiving paymeI1lt of any instalment, <the payee shaH give 
a receipt in such manner and in such form as the Commission requires. 
PaymeI1lt may be refused if-

(a) The signature does not correspond w~th the specimen signature 
on vhe order book cover; or 

(b) The signature or order bears any erasure or aliteration or is 
defaced or mU1tila:ted. 

(4) Any person who receives a benefit order shaH acquire no better 
title to the order than 'that of the person from whom he received it. 

(5) If the sum mellltionedin an order has been received by a person 
not entitled to it, the amount may be recovered from that person at the 
suit of any member of the Commission as a debt due to the Crown. 

13. Loss of benefit book- ( 1) In the event of a benefit order or book 
of orders being lost, destroyed, or mutiJlaJted, <the beneficiary or his duly 
authorised agent may apply for a dupl<icate order or order book. Every 
such appj,ication shaH be in writing and the oircumstances under which 
it ,is made shall be declared by the applicant. 

(2) Every beneficiary or duly authorised agent of a beneficiary com­
mits an offence against these regulations if at any time he presents for 
payment a benefit order whether in original or duplicate form in respect 
of any period for which he has already received payment by presenting, 
by himself or by his duly authorised agent, a benefit order for that 
same period whether in original or duplicate form. 

14. Postal warrants-(l) The payment of a sickness or unemployment 
benefit, supplementary assistance or such other moneys as <I1he Com­
mission may determine may be paid to a beneficiary by postal warrant. 

(2) A postall warrant issued 'to any person shall remain the property 
of the Department and shruII be returnable to the Department on demand. 

(3) When receiving payment of any instalment the payee shall give a 
receipt in such manner and in such form astJhe Commission requires. 
Payment may be refused if !the signature or postal warrant bears any 
erasure or alteration or is defaced or mutilated. 

( 4) Any person who receives a postal warrant shalll acquire no better 
t:~tle to the postal warrant than that of the person from whom he 
received it. 

(5) If the sum mentioned in a pa~taJI warrant has been received by a 
person not entitled to it, the amount may be recovered from that person 
at the suit of any member of the Commission as a debt due to the Crown. 

(6) In the event of a postal warrant being loslt, destroyed, or mutila:ted, 
the benefioiary or h~s duly authorised agent may apply for a duplicate 
postal warrant. The application shall be in writing and the circum­
stances under which it is made shall be declared by the applicant. 

(7) Every beneficiary or duly authorised agent of a beneficiary com­
mits an offence against these reguilations ,if he presents for payment at 



1971/167 Social Security (Monetary Benefits) Regulations 751 
1971 

any time a p'Ostal warrant whether in 'Original 'Or duplica!te fQrm in 
respect 'Of any peri'Od f'Or which he has already received payment by 
presenting, by himself 'Or by his duly auth'Orised agent, a p'Ostal warrant 
f'Or that same peri'Od whether ,in 'Original 'Or duplioote f'Orm. 

15. Inmates of institutions- (1) Unless in any case the C'Ommissi'On 
otherwise determines, Ithe fol1'Owing pr'Ovisi'Ons shalH apply in every case 
where a benefit is payable in respect of a period during which the 
beneficiary lis mamlta:ined as an inmate 'Of, and wholly 'Or partly at the 
expense 'Of, any insltitUlti'On-

(a) Instalments 'Of Ithe benefit shaH be payable in the first instance t'O 
the g'Overning body 'Of the insrtituti'On: 

(b) The CommissiQn shaUl fix I1Jhe prop'OI1tion of each instalment that 
may be retained by the g'Overning body of the instituti'On in 
respect of Ithe mainitenance 'Of the benefioiary, and Ithe balance 
shall be payable bytlhe governing body ,t'O Ithe beneficiary: 

(c) The pr'Op'Ortion S'O payable 100 the governing body of the instiltuti'On 
shaLl ,in n'O case exceed the reasDnable CDst of the maintenance 
'Of '.t!he beneficiary in Ithe insItJitution : 

(d) The decisi'On of the Commissi'Onas !tQ the apportionment between 
t!he g'Overning body of the ,instituti'On 'and the beneficiary shall 
be final and binding 'On both the g'Oveming body and the 
benefic:iary. 

(2) Where any p'Orti'On 'Of a benefit is payable i.n respect of the wife 
'Or 'Of any child 'Or children 'Of the imITate the provisiDns 'Of tlris regulation 
shaH apply Qnay to the pOIition payable in respect of the inmate. 

16. Payment on death 'Of beneficiary-In the event 'Of the death 'Of 
any beneficiary theamDunt (In any) of the benefit 'then unpaid (induding 
any instalments of Ithe benefit thereltofore due and unpaid and .that 
remain payable) and not disposed 'Of in acc'Ordance with sectiQn 85 'Of 
the Act t'O 'Or fDr the benefit of the wid'Ow, wid'Ower, 'Or a dependent 
child or children 'Of the deceased shall be paid as foll'Ows-

(a) If probate 'Of the will 'Of the deceased has been granted, 'Or letters 
'Of administrati'On 'Of his estate have been issued, the m'Oney 
shall be paid t'O the executDr 'Or administrat'Or 'Of the deceased: 

(b) In any 'Other case the mDney shall be paid in accordance with 
sectiDn 43B (2) of the AdministratiDn Act 1952. 

17. Continuance of monetary benefits in respect of educati'On of 
children 'Over 16 years 'Of age--(1) Where any child in respect 'Of 
Whom a benefit has been granted albtends any school 'Or cDllege as a full 
time day pupil 'Or day student after he or she has atta;irred the age of 16 
years, application f'Or the c'Ontinuance of ,tblis benefit may be made by 
either parent 'Of the child, 'Or by any perSDn for the time being having 
the care and contrdl iOf t!he child. 

(2) Every such 'appLication shall be made to the Registrar 'Of ,the 
district and shall be acc'Ompanied by a certificate signed by the Principal 
of the scho'Ol or cDllege or a resp'Onsible administrative 'Officer that the 
child :is enr'Olled as It full1time day pupil or day student 'Of the sch'O'Ol or 
college, with particulars as to--

(a) 'rhe hDurs 'Of iattendance; and 
(b) The course ()If instructi'On. 
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(3) Where any benefit is continued under this regulaltion ,~t shaill be 
the duty of the principal of Ithe school or college or of the chief adminis­
trative officer for the time being to notify the Registrar of the district if 
and when ,the chi[d ceases Ito be enrolled as a full ,time day pupil or day 
student and of any material change in the hours of attendance or the 
aourse of instruction. 

18. Travelling expenses and allowances- (1) Any applicant or bene­
ficiary who is obliged Ito be absent from his regular place of abode for 
,the purpose of being medically ex!amined pursuant Ito a direction of the 
Commission, or for Ithe purpose OIfappearing before a Medioal Appeal 
Board appointed by the Commission, or for such other purpose as may 
be approved by the Commission, may be provided with a travel warrant 
for his fares or may be granted a refund of travelling expenses reasonably 
mcurred by way 'of public tI1aIlSPOI't or by pI'iva:te means of transport in 
oircumstances where to use public 'transport fac~lities would be im­
praoticable. In 'the discretion of the Commission warrants may also be 
issued !for meals and accommodaltion during 'the period of necessary 
absence, or a refund may be allowed of actual and reasonable out of 
pocket expenses for the period of necessary absenlCe. 

(2) In the case of the applicant or beneficiary whose physical or 
mental condition is such that he is unable to travel unaccompanied, 
warrants may be issued or refunds may be made in acoordance with this 
regulation in respect of the travelling and accommodation expenses 
of the person travelling with the applicant or beneficiary. 

(3) No refund shall be made for any item of expense (other than 
tvansport fares) of more than $1.00 unless the claim ~s supported by 
the receipt of the person to whom the amount has been paid, and no 
olaim for a refund of any expenses shalil be accepted unless made w1ithin 
1 monlth of the date on which the expenses were 'incurred or within 
such extended time as the Commission in any special circumstances may 
deem reasonable. 

(4) Notwithstanding anything in It he foregoing provisions of this 
regulation, :the Commission may, in any special case, authooise payment 
of travellJing expenses in respedt of lany person or class of person at such 
rates and subject to such conditions as may be determined by the Com­
mission. 

19. Medical services-The employment for the purposes of Part I or 
Part III of the Act of medical practitioners paid only by fees or 
commission or engaged for a specified period under a contract for 
services, and the payment of those fees including mileage allowances in 
connection with the employment shall be ,at such rates 'and subject to 
such conditions as may from time to time be determined by the Minister 
of Socilal Security. 

20. Offences-( 1) If aIliY person fails for at least 1 month to give any 
cemfiCalte or notice required to be given in accordance with these regula­
tions, or wilfully faJils lto comply with any other requiremeIlits of these 
regu'lia:tions, !he shall be guility of 'aIIl offence against ,these reguflations, 
and shall be liiable on summary convictJion '00 'a fine nart exceeding $40. 
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(2) Nothing in these regulations shall relieve any person from liability 
in respect of any offence under section 127 of the Act, or from any 
liability to refund any money paid to him in excess or in error. 

21. Proceedings in respect of offences or of money recoverable­
( 1) In all proceedings in respect of offences under Parts I and III 
of the Act or under these regulations, or in respeot of money reooverable 
under section 86 of the Act, the Registrar whose function it is within 
the district, or other person appointed by the Commission, may appear 
on behalf of the Commission, and the fact that any person so appears 
shall be sufficient evidence of his authority so to do. All those pro­
ceedings or actions that are commenced by an authorised officer of the 
Department may be continued by the same or any other authorised 
officer. 

(2) No Court fees shall be payable in conneotion with any such 
proceedings. 

22. Revooations-The following regulations are hereby revoked: 
(a) The Social Security (Monetary Benefits) Regulations 1939*: 
(b) The Social Security (Monetary Benefits) Regulations 1939, 

Amendmel1lt No. 1: 
(c) The Social Security (Monetary Benefits) Regulations 1939, 

Amendment No. 3. 

J. M. K. HILL, 
for Clerk of the Executive Council. 

*S.R. 1939/55 
Amendment No. 1: S.R. 1958/200 
Amendment No. 2: (Revoked by S.R. 1963/20) 
Amendment No. 3: S.R. 1963/20 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to indicate their 
general effect. 

These regulations replace the Social Security (Monetary Benefits) Regulations 
1939 and make minor amendments. 

Issued under the authority of the Regulations Act 1936. 
Date of notification in Gazette: 29 July 1971. 
These regu'lations are administered in the Social Security Department. 


