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1. So much of the eightieth section of the aforesaid Part of 

Act of Parliament as declares the limits of the Colony ~~c·:Oitv· 
of New Zealand for the purposes of the said Act is c. 72 repeal~cJ: 
repealed. 

2. The Colony of New Zealand shall for tl_ie purposes What shall be 
of the said Act and for all other purposes whatever fee~ed /~h 
be deemed to comprise all Territories, Islands, and c:i~~;. e 
Countries lying between the one hundred and sixty-
second degree of East longitude and the one hundred 
and seventy-third degree of "\Vest longitude, and 
between the thirty-third and fifty-third parallels of 
South latitude. 

(28 & 29 V1cT., CAP. LXIII.) 
AN AcT to remove Doubts as to the Validity of Colonial 

Laws. [29th June, 1865.J 
WHEREAS doubts have been entertained respecting the 
validity of divers laws enacted or purporting to have 
been enacted by the Legislatures of certain of Her 
Majesty's Colonies, and respecting the powers of such 
Legislatures, and it is expedient that such doubts 
should be removed : 

BE IT HE~EBY ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows : 

1. The term " Colo~ n shall in this Act include all Definitions­
of Her Majesty's possessions abroad in which there "Colony." 
shall exist a Legislature, as hereinafter defined, except 

· the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, and such terri­
tories as may for the time being be vested in Her 
Majesty under or by virtue of any Act of Parliament 
for the Government of India : 

The terms "Legislature" and" Colonial Legislature" "Le~!sla, 

shall severally signify the authority, other than the ~.~:ionial 
Imperial Parliament or Her Majesty in Council, com- Legislature." 
petent to make laws for any Colony: _ 

The term "Representative Legislature" shall signify ".Repres.enta· 
any Colonial Legislature which shall comprise a Legis- :ive f,cgisla· 
lative Body of which one-half are elected by inhabitants ure. 
of the Colony : 

The term "Colonial Law " shall include laws made "Colonial 
for any Colony either by such Legislature as aforesaid Law." 
or by Her Majesty in Council : 



• 

4,2 ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT AFFECTING 

.A.ct of Parlia- An Act of Parliament, or any provision thereof, shall, 
ment, &c., in construing this Act, be said to extend to any Colony 
when to when it is made applicable to such Colony by the 
extend to 
Colony. express words or necessary intendment of any Act of 

Parliament : 
" Governor." 

"Lett.ers 
Patent." 

The term "Governor" shall mean the officer law­
fully administering the Government of any Colony : 

The terms " Letters Patent" shall mean Letters 
Patent under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

Colonial Law 2. Any Colonial Law which is or shall be in any 
when mid fo; respect repugnant to the provisions of any Act of 
repugnancy. Parliament extending to the Colony to which such law 

may relate, or repugnant to any Order or Regulation 
made under authority of such Act of Parliament, or 
having in the Colony the force and effect of such Act, 
shall be read subject to such Act, Order, or Regulation, 
and shall, to the extent of such repugnancy, but not 
otherwise, be and remain absolutely void and inope­
rative. 

Colonial Law, 3. No Colonial Law shall be or be deemed to have 
when not void been void or inoperative on the ground of repugnancy 
for repug- to the Law of England, unless the same shall be repug-
nancy. nant to the provisions of some such Act of Parliament, 

Colonial Law 
not void for 
inconsistency 
with instruc­
tions. 

Order, or Regulation as aforesaid. 
4. No Colonial Law, passed with the concurrence of 

or assented to by the Governor of any Colony, or to be 
hereafter so passed or assented to, shall be or be 
deemed to have been void or inoperative by reason only 
of any instructions with reference to such law or the 
subject thereof which may have been given to such 
Governor by or on behalf of Her Majesty, by any 
instrument other than the Letters Patent or instrument 
authorizing such Governor to concur in passing or to 
assent to laws for the peace, order, and good govern­
ment of such Colony, even though such instructions 
may be referred to in such Letters Patent or last- · 
mentioned instrument. 

Colonial 5. Every ·colonial Legislature shall have and be 
Legislature deemed at all times to have had full power within its 
may establish · · d' · bl' h C ' f J d' d &c. Courts of Juris ict10n to esta 1s ourts o u 1cature, an to 
La~. abolish and reconstitute the same, and to alter the 

constitution thereof, and to make provision for the 
administration of Justice therein, and every Represen-



THE CONSTlTUTION OF NEW ZEAL.\.ND. 

tative Legislature, shall, in respect .to the Colony 
under its jurisdiction~ have, and be deemed at all times 
to have had, full power to make laws respecting the 
constitution, powers, and procedure of such Legislature; 
provided that such laws shall have been passed in such 
manner and form as may from time to time be required 
by any Act of Parliament, Letters Patent, Order in 
Council, or Colonial Law for the time being in force in 
the said Colony. 
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6. The certificate of the Clerk or other proper officer Representa· 
of a Legislative Body in any Colony, to the effect that tive Legisla-
h d h. h · · h d · ftnre may alter t c ocu~ent to w IC It IS attac e IS a true copy o constitution. 

any Coloma! Law assented to by the Governor of such 
Colony, or of any Bill reserved for the signification of 
Her Majesty's pleasure by the said Governor, shall 
be primd facie evidence that the document so certified 
is a true copy of such Law or Bill, and, as the case may 
be, that such law has been duly and properly passed and 
assented to, or that such Bill has been duly and 
properly passed and presented to the Governor; and 
any Proclamation purporting to be published by 
authority of the Governor in any newspaper in the 
Colony to which such Law or Bill shall relate, and 
signifying Her Majesty's disallowance of any such 
Colonial Law, or Her Majesty's assent to any such 
reserved Bill as aforesaid, shall be prima facie evidence 
of such disallowance or assent. 

7. [ Certain Acts of Legislature of South Australia to 
be valid.] 

(31 & 32 V1cT., CAP. LVII.) 
AN AcT to make Provision for the Appointment ofI 

Members of the Legislative Council of New Zealand, 
and to remove Doubts in respect of past Appoint-
ments. [13th July, 1868.J 

WHEREAS by an Act passed in the Session of Par- 15 & 16 Viet. 
liament holden in the fifteenth and sixteenth years of c. 72. 
HeT Majesty's reign, chapter seventy-two, intituled 
" An Act to grant a Representative Constitution to the 
Colony of New Zealand," it is (amongst other things) 
enacted, that it shall be lawful for Her Majesty, from 
time to time, by any instrument under her Royal 
Sign Manual, to authorize the Governor to summon to 
the Legislative Council of the said Colony such person 




