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1 ·~g and 4 WilL IV., c. 27.1 
' ' Real Estate. 

l:AN, p,._c;p f~r the Limitation of Actions and Suits relating to Real 
£1>roperty, and £or simplifying the Remedies £or trying the 

Meaning of 
the words in 
the Act: 

"Land." 

"Rent." 

Person 
through whom 
another 
claims. 

"Person." 

Number. 

Ri~hts thereto. [24th July, 1833.J 

*' * * * * 
1. The words and expressions hereinafter mentioned, which 

in their ordinary signification have a more confined or a different 
meaning, shall in this Act, except where the nature of the pro
vision or the context of the Act shall exclude such construction, 
be interpreted as follows, that is to say,-

The word "land" shall extend to manors, messuages" and 
all other corporeal hereditaments whatsoever, and also 
to tithes (other than tithes belonging to a spiritual or 
eleemosynary corporation sole), and also to any share, 
estate, or interest in them or any of them, whether the 
same shall be a freehold or chattel interest, and whether 
freehold or copyhold, or held according to any other 
tenure; and 

The word "rent" shall extend to all heriots, and to all 
services and suits £or which a distress may be made, 
and to all annuities and periodical sums of money 
cha1·ged upon or payable out of any land (except 
mocluses or compositions belonging to a spiritual or 
eleemosynary corporation sole) ; and 

The person through whom ano':her person is said to claim 
shall mean any person by, through, or under, or by the 
act of whom, the person so claiming became entitled to 
the estate or interest cla~med, as heir, issue in tail, 
tenant by the curtesy of England, tenant in dower, 
successor, special or general occupant, executor, adminis.: 
trator, legatee, husband, assignee, appointee, devisee, 
or otherwise, and also any person who was entitled to 
an estate or interest to which the person so claiming, 
or some person through whom he claims, became entitled 
as lord by escheat ; and 

The word " person" shall extend to a body politic, cor
pOTate, or collegiate, and to a class of creditors or other 
persons, as well as an individual; and 

Every word importing the singular number only shall 
extend and be applied to several persons or things as 
well as one person or thing ; and 

1 Secs. 2, 5, 16, 17, 23, 28, 40, are repealed in England from 1st January, 1879, 
but remain in force within New Zeal1md, . · 
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Every word importing the masculine gender only shall s 4' 4 Will. 

extend and be applied to a female as well as a IV., 0 • 27, 
m:;tle. Gender. 

2. . . . . No person shall make an entry or distress No land or 

or bring· an action to recover any land or rent but within twenty rent to bdeb t recovere u 
years next after the time at which the right to make such entry within twenty 

or distress or to bring such action shall have first accrued to ~i~h: :%t!~t!~! 
some person through whom he claims; or, if such right shall not accrued. 

have accrued to any person through whom he claims, then within 
twenty years next after the time at which the right to make such 
entry or distress or to bring such action shall have first accrued 
to the person makin,g or bringing the same. 

3. In the construction of this Act the right to make an entry 'Yhen the 

or distress, or bring an action to recover any land or rent, shall ~1;~::fJ be 

be deemed to have first accrued at such time as hereinafter is have accrued: 

mentioned, that is to say,-
When the person claiming such land or rent, or some in the case of 

person through whom he claims, shall, in respect of :~a::!:f~;~ 
the estate or interest claimed, have been in possession 
or in receipt of the profits of such land, or in receipt 
of such rent, and shall while entitled thereto have been 
dispossessed, or have discontinued such possession or 
receipt, then such right shall be deemed to have first 
accrued at the time of such dispossession or discontinu- on dispossea· 
ance of possession, or at the last time at' which any such sionto·r abate· 

. men, 
profits or rent were or was so received; and 

When the person claiming such land or rent shall claim on death; 

the estate or interest of some,deceased person who shall 
have continued in such possession or receipt in respect 
of the same estate or interest until the time of his 
death, and shall have been the last person entitled to 
such estate or interest who shall have been in such pos-
session or receipt, then such right shall,be deemed to 
have first accrued at the time of such death ; and 

When the person claiming such land or rent shall claim on alienation; 

in respect of an estate or interest in possession granted, 
appointed, or otherwise assured by any instrument 
(other than a will) to him, or some person through 
whom he claims, by a person being in respect of the 
same estate or interest in the possession or receipt of 
the profits of the land, or in the receipt of the rent, and 
no person entitled under such instrument shall have 
been in such possession or receipt, then such right shall 
be deemed to have first ac9rued at the time at which 
the person claiming as aforesaid, or the person through 

17 
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whom he claims, became entitled to such possession or 
receipt by virtue of such instrument; and 

When the estate or interest claimed shall have been an 
estate or interest in reversion or remainder, or other 
future estate or interest, and no person shall have 
obtained the possession or receipt of the profits of -such 
land or the receipt of such rent in respect of such 
estate or interest, then such right shall be deemed to 
have first accrued at the time at which such estate or 
:interest became an estate or interest in possession; and 

When the person claiming such land or rent, or the person. 
through whom he claims, shall have become entitled by 
reason of any forfeiture or breach of condition, then 
such right shall be deemed to have first accrued when 
such forfeiture was incurred or such condition was 
broken. 

If advantage 4. Provided always that, when any right to make an entry or 
of forfeitur.e d' b · · 1 d b is not taken IStress or to rmg an action to recover any an or rent y reason 
by remainder- of any forfeiture or breach of condition shall have first accrued in 
manheshall · f · · · · d d h hav; a new respect o any estate or interest 1n reversion or remain er, an t e 
right when land or rent shall not have been recovered by virtue of such right, 
estate comes h · ht k d' b · ' into possession t e rig to ma e an entry or 1stress or nng an action to 

recover such land or rent shall be deemed to have first accrued 
in respect of such estate or interest .at the time when the same 
shall have become an estate or interest in possession, as if no 
such forfeiture or breach of condition had happened. 

Reversioner 5. Provided also that a right to make an entry or distress or 
t?hhtave a new to bring an action to recover any land or rent shall be deemed 
rig • 

to have first accrued, in respect of an estate or interest in rever-
sion, at the time at which the same shall have become an estate 
or interest in possession by the determination of any estate or 
estates in respect of which such land shall have been held, or the 
profits thereof or such rent shall have been received~ notwith
standing the person claiming such land, or some person through 
whom he claims, shall, at any time previously to the creation of 
the estate or estates which shall have determined, have been in 
possession or receipt of the profits of such land, or in receipt of 
such rent . 

.A.n adminis- 6. For the purposes of this Act afi administrator claiming 
tra~r~ to claim the estate or interest of the deceased person of whose chattels he 
~ttai~=d the shall be appointed administrator shall be deemed to claim as if 
~state without there had been no interval of time between the death of such 
m~n~ , 

deceased person and the grant of the letters of administration. 
In the case of 7. _When any person shall be in possession or in receipt of 
~:U;:i:! ~ght the profits of any land, or in receipt . of any rent, as tenant at 

l 
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will, the right of the person entitled subject thereto, or of the 3 4' 4 Will 

person through whom he claims, to make an entry or distress or IV., c. 27· 
bring an action to recover such land or rent, shall be deemed to_shall be 
· fi d · h th d · · · f h deemed to have rst accrue eit er at e etermmat10n o sue tenancy or have accrued 
at the expiration of one year next after the commencement of .at the end 

. such tenancy, at which time such tenancy shall be deemed to of one year. 
have determined : 

Provided always that no mortgagor or cestuique trust shall be 
deemed to be a tenant at will, within the meaning of this clause, 
to his mortgagee or trustee. 

8. When any person shall be in possession or in receipt of No person, 
the profits of any land, or in receipt of any rent, as tenant from ;;;:;~:i.a;;Y 
year to year or other period, without any lease in writing, the year, ~o have 
right of the person entitled subject thereto, or of the person t~!m~t~\~~t 
through whom he claims, to make an entry or distress, or to oft.lie first 
bring an action to recover such land or rent, shall be deemed to ;:;:~:!~st 
have first accrued at the determination of the first of such years 
or other periods, or at the last time when any Tent payable in 
respect of such tenancy shall have been received (which shall 
last happen). 

9. When any person shall be in possession or in receipt of Where rent 
the p~ofits ?~ any land,_ OT in receipt of a~y rent, by virtue of a ::e:~;t~riYi:° 
lease m wntmg, by which a rent amountmg to the yearly sum of lings, reserved 
twenty shillings or upwards shall be reserved, and the rent by .at_ leasehin11 wri mg, s a 
reserved by such lease shall have been received by some person have been 
wrongfully claiming to be entitled to such land or Tent in rever- wro3;gfdully 

/ receive , no 
sion immediately expectant on the determination of such lease, righttoaccruo 
and no payment in respect of the Tent reserved by such lease :(J~t1o~e~;r 
shall afterwards have been made to the person rightfully entitled the lease. 
thereto, the right of the person entitled to such land or rent, 
subject to such lease, or of the person through whom he claims, 
to make an entry or distress or to bring an action after the 
determination of such lease shall be deemed to have first accrued 
at the time at which the rent reserved by such lease was first so 
received by the person wrongfully claiming as aforesaid; and no 
such right shall be deemed to have first accrued upon the deter-
mination of such lease to the person rightfully entitled. 

10. No person shall be deemed to have been in possession A. mere entry 
of any land within the meaning of this Act merely by reason of ndot to be . eemed 
havmg made an entry thereon: · possession. 

11. No continual or other claim upon or near any iand shall No right to be. 

pr(;lserve any right of making an entry or distress, or of bringino· pres~rved1 by 
, 0 contmua 

an action. claim. 
12. When any one or more of several persons entitled to any Possessfou of' 

land or rent as coparceners, joint tenants, or tenants in common,, one cop&ar- ,,. cener, c., n.,., 
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31-. 4 Will. shall have been in possession or receipt of the entirety, or more 
I ., 0 • 27· than his or their undivided share or shares of such land, or of 
to be the 
possession of 
the others. 

Possession of 
a younger 
brother not 
possession of 
the heir. 

the 'profits thereof, or of such rent, for his or their own benefit, 
or for the benefit of any person 01· persons other than the person 
or persons entitled to the other share or shares of the same land 
or rent, such possession or receipt shall not be deemed to have 
been the possession or receipt of or by such last-mentioned person 
or persons or any of them. 

13. When a younger brother or other relation of the person 
entitled as heir to the possession or receipt of the profits of any 
land, or to the receipt of any rent, shall enter into the possession 
or receipt thereof, such pqssession or receipt shall not be deemed 
to be the possession or receipt of or by the person entitled as 
heir. 

Acknowledg- 14. Provided always that when any acknowledgment 0£ the 
~ent i~ writ- title of the person entitled to any land or rent shall have been 
mg eqmva- . 
l~nt to poss.es- given to him or his agent in writing signed by the person in 
~~o:e:.receipt possession or in receipt of the profits of such land, or in receipt 

of such rent, then such possession or receipt 0£ or by the person 
by whom such acknowledgment shall have been given shall be 
deemed, according to the meaning of this Act, to have been the 
possession or receipt of or by the person to whom or to whose 
agent such acknowledgment shall have been given at the time 
of giving the same, and the right of such last-mentioned person, 
or any person claiming through him, to make an entry or distress, 
or bring an action to recover such land or rent, shall be deemed 
to have first accrued at and not before the time at which such 
acknowledgment, or the last of such acknowledgments if more 
than one, was given. 

Whereposses· 15. Provided also that when no such acknowledgment as 
sidon is nott th aforesaid shall have been given before the passing 0£ this Act, 
a verse a e 
timeofpassing and the possession or receipt of the profits of the land, or the 
!~ht~tarf!ot receipt of the rent, shall not at the time of the passing of this 
be barred Act have been adverse to the right or title of the person claiming 
ufintil after to be entitled thereto, then such person, or the person claiming 

ve years. 
through him, may, notwithstanding the period of twenty years 
hereinbefore limited shall have expired, make an entry or distress 
or bring an action to recover such land or interest at any time 
within five years next after the passing of this Act. 

Persons unde1• 16. If at the time at which the right of any person to make 
disability to be an entry or distress or bring an action to recover any land or 
allowed ten ' 
years. rent, shall have first accrued as aforesaid, such person shall have 

been under any of the disabilities hereinafter mentioned, (that is 
to say,) infancy, coverture, idiotcy, lunacy, unsoundness 0£ 

;mind, or absence beyond seas, then such person, or the person 



LIMITATION OF ACTION. 261 

claiming through him, may, notwithstanding the period of 3 g- 4 Will. 

twenty years herein before limited shall have expired, make an IV., c. 27· 
entry or distress or bring an action to recoyer such land or 
rent at any time within ten years next after the time at which 
the person to whom such right shall first have accrued as afore-
said shall have ceased to be under any such disability, or shall 
have died (which shall have first happened). 

1 7. No entry, distress, or action shall be made or But no action 

brought by any person who, at the time at which his right to b~~~gt~ be

make an entry or distress or to bring an action to recover any yond forty 

land or rent shall have first accrued, shall be under any of the. r::r:i at~er 

disabilities hereinbefore mentioned, or by any person claiming accru!d. 

through him, but within forty years next after the time at which 
such right shall have -first accrued, although the person under 
disability at such time may have remained under one or more 
of such disabilities during the whole of such forty years, or 
although the term of ten years from the time at which he shall 
have ceased to· be under any such disability, or have died, shall 
not have expired. 

18. When any person shall be under any of the disabilities No further 

hereinbefore mentioned at the time at which his right to make ti1·m1 ° todbfe a owe or a 
an entry or distress, or to bring an action to recover any land or succession of 

rent, shall have first accrued, and shall depart this life without disabilities. 

having ceased to be under any such disability) no time to make 
an entry or distress, or to bring an action to recover such land 
or rent, beyond the said period of twenty years next after the 
right of such person to make an entry or distress or to bring an 
action to recover such land or rent shall have first accrued, or 
the said period of ten years next after the time at which such 
person shall have died, shall be allowed by reason of any dis-
ability of any other person. 

* * * * * 
20. When the right of any person to make an entry '\Yhen the 

d. t b · · t· 1 d right to an or 1s ress or rmg an ac 10n to recover any an or rent to estate in 

which he may have been entitled for an estate or interest in possession is 

possession shall have been barred by the determination of the ~i;{!~f t~;0 

period herein before limited, which shall be applicable in such same person 
d h h 11 t t . d , h 'd . d to future es-case, an sue person s a a any 1me urmg t e sa1 peno tates shall also 

have been entitled to any other estate, interest, right, or possi- be barred. 

bility, in reversion, remainder, or otherwise, in or to the same 
land or rent, no entry, distress, or action shall be made or 
brought by such person, or any person claiming through him, 
to recover such land or rent, in respect of such other estate, 
interest, right, or possibility, unless in the meantime such land 
or rent shall have been recovered by some person entitled to an 
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estate, interest, or right which shall have been limited or taken 
effect after or in defeasance of such estate or interest in posses~ 
SlOn, 

Where tenant 21. When the right of a tenant in tail of any land or rent 
~~~ h barred, re- to make an entry or distress or to bring an action to recover t e 
maindermen same shall have been barred by reason of the same not having 
shall not 
recover. been made or brought within the period hereinbefore limited, 

Possession 
adverse to a 
tenant in tail 
shall run on 
against the 
remainder-
men. 

which shall be applicable in such case, no such entry, distress, 
o:· action shall be made or brought by any person claiming any 
estate, interest, or right which such tenant in tail might lawfully 
have barred. 

2 2. When a tenant in tail of any land or rent, entitled to 
recover the same, shall have died before the expiration of the 
period hereinbefore limited, which shall be applicable in such 
case., for making an entry or distress or bringing an action to_ 
recover such land or rent, no person claiming any estate, 
interest, or right which such tenant in tail might lawfully have 
barred shall make an entry or distress or bring an action to 
recover such land or rent but within the period during which, if 
such tenant in tail had so long continued to live, he might have 
made such entry or distress or brought such action. 

Where there 23. When a tenant in tail of any land or rent shall have 
is possession made an assurance thereof, which shall not operate to bar an under an as-
surance, by a estate or estates to take effect after or in defeasance of his 
~h:~ !haifil, estate tail, and any person shall by virtue of such assurance, at 
not b!1r the the time of the execution thereof, or at any time afterwards, be 
·remamders · · · t f th fi f h I d · th they shall be m possession or rece1p o e pro ts o sue an , or m e 
barred at the receipt of such rent, and the same person, or any other person 
end of twenty h ( h h · 1 d h · years after the w atsoever ot er t an some person en tit e to sue possess10n 
time when the or receipt in respect of an estate which shall have taken effect 
assurance f . d" f f h 'l) h 11 · b · would have a ter or m e easance o t e estate ta1 , s a continue or e m 
barrea. them. such possession or receipt for the period of twenty years next 

Limitation as 
to suits in 
equity. 

after the commencement of the time at which such assurance, if 
it had then been executed by such tenant in tail or the person 
who would have been entitled to his estate tail if such assurance 
had not been executed, would, without the consent of any other 
person, have operated to bar such estate or estates as aforesaid, 
then at the expiration -of such period of twenty years such 
assurance shall be and be deemed to have been effectual as · 
against any person claiming any estate, interest, or right to take 
effect after or in defeasance of such estate tail. 

24. No person claiming any land or rnnt in 
equity shall bring any suit to recover the same but within the 
period during which, by virtue of the provisions hereinbefore 
contained, he might have made an entry or distress or brought 

T 
' 
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an action to recover the same respectively if he had been entitled 8 q- 4 Will. 

at law to such estate, interest, or right in or to the same as he IV., 0 • 27· 
shall claim therein in equity. · 

2 5. When any land or. rent shall be vested in a trustee In casres of 

upon any _ex?ress trust, th~ right ~£ the c~stuiq~e trust, or any !t~1~1~h!r,~i! 
person claim.mg through him, to brmg a smt agamst the trustee, to accrue until 

or any person claiming through him, to recover such land or conveyance. 

rent, shall be deemed to have first accrued, according to the 
meaning of thi:ji Act, at and not before the time at which such 
land or rent shall have been conveyed to a purchaser for a 
valuable consideration, and shall then be deemed to have accrued 
only as against such purchaser· and any person claiming through 
him. 

26. In every case of a concealed fraud, the right of any As to cases 

person to bring a suit in equity for the recovery of any land or of fraud. 

rent of which he, or any person through whom he claims, may 
have been deprived by such fraud, shall be deemed to have first 
accrued at and not before the time at which such fray.d shall or 
with reasonable diligence might have been first known or dis-
covered. 

Provided that nothing in this clause contained shall enable 
any owner of lands or rents to have a suit in equity for the re
covery of such lan.ds or rents, or for setting aside any convey
ance of such lands ·or rents on account of fraud, against any 
bond fide purchaser· for valuable consideration, who has not 
assisted in the commission of such fraud, and who at the time 
that he made the purchase did not know, and had no reason to 
believe, that any such fraud had been committed. 

2 7. Nothing in this. Act contained shall be deemed to in- Saving the 

terfere with any rule or jurisdiction of Courts of Equity in tt~!~!t 
refusing relief, on the ground of acquiescence or otherwise, to 
any person whose right to bring a suit may not be barred by 
virtue of this Act. , 

28. When a mortgagee shall have/obtained the possession Mortgagor to 

or receipt of the profits of any land, oj the receipt of any rent, ~~eb!~~e~t 
com.prised in his mortgage, the mortgagor or any person claim- twenty yea!s 

ing through him shall not bring a/suit to redeem the m.ort- ~-~:n t:e tune 

gage but within twenty years next/ after the time at which the mortgagee 
t bt · d h i · · l · h took posses· m.or gagee o aine sue posses~10n or receipt, un ess 111 t e sion, or from 

meantime an acknowledgment o,i the title of the mortgagor or the last writ-
£ hi · ht £ d · h il h b · h ten acknow-0 s rig o re em.ptrnn s a,1 ave een given to t e m.ort- iea;e:m,mi;. 

gagor, or some person claimi,ig his estate, or to the agent of 
such mortgagor or person, jh writing signed by the mortgagee 
or the person claiming thro;iigh him; 

And in su,ch case no fucli su,it shall be brou~ht but within 

/ 
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twenty years next after the time at which such acknowledgment, 
or the last of such acknowledgments if more than one, was 
given ; and, when there shall be more than one mortgagor, or 
more than one person claiming through the mortgagor or mcirt
gagoTS, such acknowledgment, if given to any of such mort
gagors or persons, or his or their agent, shall be as effectual 
as if the same had been given to all such mortgagors or per
sons; 

But where there shall be more than one mortgagee, or more 
than one person claiming the estate or interest of the mortgagee 
or mortgagees, such acknowledgment, signed by one or more of 
such mortgagees or persons, shall be effectual only as against 
the party or parties signing as aforesaid, and the person or per
sons claiming any part of the mortgage-money, or land or rent, 
by, from, or under him or them, and any person or pernons 
entitled to any estate or estates, interest or interests, to take 
effect after or in defeasance of .his or their estate or estates, 
interest or interests, and shall not operate to give to the mort
gagor or mortgagors a right to redeem the mortgage as against 
the person or persons entitled to any other undivided or divided 
part of the money or land or rent ; 

And where such of the mortgagees or persons aforesaid as 
shall have given such acknowledgment shall be entitled to a 
divided part of the land or rent comprised in the mortgage, or 
some estate or interest therein, and not to any ascertained part 
of the mortgaged money, the mortgagor or mortgagors shall be . 
entitled to redeem the same divided part of. the land or rent 
on payment, with interest, of the part of the mortgage-money 
which shall bear the same proportion to the whole of the mort
gage-money as the value of such divided part of the land or 
rent shall bear to the value of the whole of the land or rent 
comprised in the mortgage. 

* * * * * 
.At the end of 34. At the determination of the period limited by this Act 
tf:l:~~! ~!a to any person for making an entry or distress, or bringing any 
right to be writ of Quare itnpedit or other action or suit, the right and title 
extinguished. of such person to the land, rent, or advowson, for the 1·ecovery 

Receipt of 
rent deemed 
receipt of 
profits. 

whereof such entry, distress, action, or suit 1·espectively might 
have been made or brought within such period, shall be extin
guished. 

3 5. The receipt of the rent payable by any tenant from 
year to year, or other lessee, shall, as against such lessee or any 
person claiming under him (but subject to the lease), be deemed 
to be\the receipt of the profits of the land for the purposes of 
this ,!\.ct: · · 

' .. 
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3 6. No writ of right patent, writ of right Quia dominus 3 <f 4 WiU. 

~emisit curiam, writ of right in capite, writ of right in London, IV., 0 • 27· 

writ of right close, writ of right De rationabili parte, writ of Real and 

right of advowson, writ of right upon disclaimer, writ De rationa- ~~l~~h:tions 

bilibus divisis, writ of right of ward, writ De consuetudinibus et after 31st 
· " 't f C, · · f h · f Q · · December servitizs, wri o essavit, writ o esc eat, writ o uo Jure, writ 1834 . ' 

of Secta ad molendinum, writ De essendo quietum de theolonio, ' 
writ of Ne injuste vexes, writ of mesne, writ of Quod per
mittat, writ of £ormedon in descender, in remainder, or in 
reverter, writ of assize of novel disseisin, nuisance, darrein
presentment, Juris utrum, or Mort d' ancestor, writ oi' entry 
sur disseisin, in the quibus, in the per, in the per and cui, 
or in the post, writ of entry sur intrusion, writ of entry 
sur alienation dum fuit non compos mentis, Dum fuit infra 

' (Etatem, Dum fuit in prisona, Ad communem legem, In casit pro
viso, In consimili casu, Cui in vita, Sur cui in vita, Cui ante 
divortium, or Sur cui ante divortium, writ of entry sur abatement, 
writ of entry Quare ejecit infra terminum, or Ad terminum qui 

tPr(Eteriit, or Causa matrimonii pr(Elocuti, writ of aiel, besaiel, 
· resaiel, cosinage, or Nuper obiit, writ of waste, writ of partition, 
writ of Disceit, writ of Quod ei deforceat, writ of covenant real, 
writ of Warrantia chart(!!, writ of Curia claudenda, or writ Per 
qu(E servitia, and no other action real or mixed (except . . . except for 

an ejectment), and no plaint in the nature of any such writ or ejectment . 

. action, shall be brought after the thirty-first day 
f December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four. 

* * * * * 
40. . . . . No action or.suit, or other proceeding, shall be Money 

b h f d b charged upon roug t to recover any sum o money secure y any mortgage, land and 

judgment, or lien, or otherwise charged upon, or payable out of, legacies to ?e 
1 d l . . l b 'th' deemed satis-any an or rent, at . aw or in equity, or any egacy, ut wi in fled at the end 

twenty years next after a present right to receive the s~me shall of tw~nty 
h d bl f , , d' h f years 1f there ave accrue to some person capa e o givmg a isc arge or or shall be no in-

release of the same, unless in the meantime .some part of the terest paid or 

pri:µ.cipal money, or some interest thereon, shall have been paid, :::t0 ~~~i~

or some acknowledgment of the right thereto shall have been ing ¥t.t,h11 

given in writing signed by the person by whom the same shall 1;\Sitn l!Jlll,, 

be payable, or his agent, to the person entitled thereto or his 
agent; 

And in such case no such action or suit or proceeding shall 
be brought but within twenty years after such payment or 
acknowledgment, or the last of such payments or acknowledg
ments if more than one was given. 

41. . No arrears of dower, nor any damages on No arrears of 
f h h ll b d b , d b dower to be account o sue arrears, s a e recovere or o taine y any recovered for 
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3 q- 4 Will. action or suit for a longer period than six years next before 
IV., 0 • 27· the commencement of such action or suit. 
more than six 42. . No arrears of rent or of interest in respect 
years. of any sum of money charged upon or payable out of any land or 
No a1•rears of . d · t £ 
rent or inter- rent, OT m respect of any legacy, or any amages 1n respec o 
est to be such arrears of rent or interest, shall be recovered by any distress, 
recovered for . ·t b · h" · t aft th more than six act10n, or su1 . ut wit 1n six years nex er e same respec-
years. tively shall have become due, or next after an acknowledgment 

3 4" 4 Will. 
IV., 11. 42. 

of the same in writing shall have been given to the person 
entitled thereto, or his agent, signed by the person by whom the 
same was payable, or his agent: 

Provided nevertheless that, where any prior mortgagee or 
other incumbrancer shall have been in possession of any land, or 
in the receipt of the profits thereof, within one year next before 
an action or suit shall be brought by any person entitled to 
a subsequent mortgage or other incumbrance on the same lani, 
the person entitled to such subsequent mortgage or incum'.brance 
may recover in such action or suit the arrears of interest which 
shall have become due during the whole time that such prior 
mmtgagee or incumbrancer was in such possession or receipt as 
aforesaid, although such time may have exceeded the said term 
of six years. 

* * * * * 

3 and 4 Will IV., c. 42. 
Specialty Debts. 

AN AcT £or the further Amem1:nent of the Law, and the 
better Advancement of Justice. [14th August, 1833.J 

* * * * * 
Limitation of 3. All actions of debt £or rent upon an indenture of de
~~t~;e~fai~f!: mise, all actions of covenant or debt upon any bond or other 
&c. specialty, and all actions of debt or scire facias upon any rncog-

nizance, and also all actions of debt upon any award where the 
submission is not by specialty, or for any fine due in respect of 
any copyhold estates, or for an escape, or for money levied on 
any fieri facias, and all actions for penalties, damages, or sums 
of money given 'to the party grieved, by any Statute-now or 
hereafter to be in force, that shall be sued or brought at any 
time shall" be commenced and sued within the time 
and limitation hereinafter expressed, and not after: 

That is to say, the said actions of debt £or 1·ent upon an in
denture of demise, or covenant or debt upon any bond or other 
specialty, actions of debt or scire facias upon recognizance, within 

twenty years after the cause of such actions or suits, 




