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That, on every such trial, the jury sworn to try the issue 32 Geo. III., 

may give a general verdict of guilty or not guilty upon the a. 60_· _ 

whole matter put in issue upon such indictment or information; On trial for 
and shall not be required or directed, by the Court or Judge a libel! jury 

. . . . . may give a 
before whom such mdictment or mformat10n shall be tried, to general verdict 

find the defendant or defendants guilty merely on the proof of :1°Jet!:tter 

the publication by such defenda,nt or defendants of the ~aper in issue. 

charged to be a libel, and of the sense ascribed to the same in 
such indictment or information. 

2. Provided always that on every such trial the Court or Court may 

Judge before whom such indictment or information shall be tried ~irect jury as 

shall, according t~ their or his discretion, give their or his opinion ~~i~t1°:i cases. 

and directions to the jury on the matter in issue between the 
King and the defendant or defendants, in like manner as in 
other criminal cases. 

3. Provided also that nothing herein contained shall extend, Jury may find 

b t ,d t t d t t th · f fi d' a special ver-or e cons rue o ex en , o preven e Jury rom n mg a diet. 

special verdict in their discretion as in other criminal cases. 
4. Provided also that, in case the Jury shall find the Defendant~ 

defendant or defendants guilty, it shall and may be lawful for ::rs~o~vjeufg­

the said defendant or defendants to move in arrest of judgment, ment. 

on such ground and in such manner as by l;:,iw he or they might 
have done before the passing of this Act, anything herein con-
tained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

LIBERTY OF THE SUBJECT. 
See Habeas Corpus; Magna Carta; Petition of Right; 

Rights, Bill of. 

LIGHTHOUSES. 
See Ships and Shipping. 

LIMITATION OF ACTION. 
21 J a. I., c. 16. 

; The Stat1de of Limitations. 
AN AcT for Limitation of Actions,· and for Avoiding of Suits 

iri Iiaw. 

* * * * * 

21 J a. I., c.16. 

3. All actions of trespass quare clausum fregit, all actions of Limitation of 
d , · ' . d 1 · f t l · certain per-trespass, etinue, action sur trover, an rep ev1n or a nng away sonal actions. 

of goods and cattle, all actions 0£ acoo1:1.nt and upon the case _ 

y 
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21Ja.I,c.16. (other than such accounts as concern the trade o£ merchandise 
between merchant and merchant, their factors or servants), all 
actions of debt groµnded upon any lending or contract without 
specialty, all actions of debt for arrearages of rent, and all 
actions of assault, menace, battery, wounding, and imprisonment, 
or any of them, which shall be sued or brought at any time, 

Their limita­
tion after 
judgment or 
outlawry 
:Pe versed. 

shall be commenced and sued within the time 
~d iimitation hereafter expressed, and not .a£ter, that is to 

s~ 
The said actions upon the case (other than for slander), and 

the. said actions for account, and the said actions for trespass, 
debt, detinue, and replevin for goods or cattle, and the said 
action of trespass quare clausum fregit, within . ~ 
;years next after the cause of such actions or suit, and not 

~ 
And the said actions of trespass, of assault, battery, wound-

ing, imprisonment, or any of them, within four 
years next after the cause of such actions or suit, and not 
after; 

And the said action upon the case for words, within 
two years next after the words spoken, and not 

after. 
4. And nevertheless, if in any the said actions or suits judg­

ment be given for the plaintiff, and the same be reversed by 
error, or a verdict pass £or the plaintiff, and upon matter alleged 
in arrest of judgment the judgment be given against the plain-
tiff that he take nothing by his plaint, writ, or bill ; 

Or if any the said actions shall be brought by orjginal, and 
the defendant therein be outlawed, and~ shall after reverse the 
outlawry; , 

In all such cases the party plaintiff, his heirs, executors, 01· 
administrators, as the case shall require, may commence a new 
action or suit from time to time within a year after such judg­

. ment reversed, or such judgment given against the plaintiff, or 
outlawry reversed, and not after. 

After a judg- 5 . In all actions of trespass quare clausum fregit hereafter to 
mentor 
nonsuit in a be brought wherein the defendant or defendants shall disclaim 
q_uwr_e cla1 u_sum in his or their plea to make any title or claim to the land in 
fregit, p am- h' h h · b h d 1 · d b d d tiff is barred w IC t e trespass 1s y t e ec aration suppose to e one, an 
to.renfew the the trespass be by negligence or involuntary, the defendant or 
suit a ter . . . 
disclaimer, &c. defendants shall be admitted to plead a d1scla1mer, and that the 

trespass was by negligence or involuntary, and a tender or offer 
of sufficient amends £or such trespass before the action brought, 
whereupon or upon some of them the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall 
be enforced to join issue ; 
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And if the said issue be found £or the defendant or defend- 21Ja.I.,c.16. 

ants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall be nonsuited,. the plain-
tiff OT plaintiffs shall be clearly barred from the safa action or 
actions and all other suits concerning the same. 

6. In all actions upon the case £or slanderous words to be sued In actions of 

or prosecuted by any person or persons in any of the Courts of slander und?r 
. . 40s, the plam-

record at W estmrnster, or m any Courts whatsoever that hath tiffs shall 

power to hold plea of the same,. · if the jury upon ;!~~;:; :ists 

the trial of the issue in such action or the jury that shall than damages. 

inquire of the damages do find or assess the damages under forty 
shillings, then the plaintiff 01• plaintiffs in such action shall have 
and recover only so much costs as th~ damages so given or 
assessed amount unto, without any further increase of the same, 
any law, Statute, custom, or usage to the contrary in anywise 
notwithstanding. 

7. Provided, nevertheless, that if any person or persons that Infants, femes 

is or shall be intituled to any such action of trespass, detinue, ~~!:'::~tet' 
action sur trover, replevin, actions of accounts, actions of debts, 
action of trespass £or assault, menace, battery, wounding, or 
imprisonment, actions upon the case £or words, be, or shall be at 
the time of any such cause of action given or accrued, fallen or 
come within the age of twenty-one years, feme covert, non compos 
mentis, imprisoned, or beyond the seas, that then· such person or 
persons shall be at liberty to bring the same actions, so as they 
take the same within such times as are before limited after their 
coming to or being of full age, discovert, of sane memory, at 
large, and returned from beyond the seas, as other persons having 
no such impediment should have done. 

3 and 4 Ann., c. 8. 

Bills of Exchange. 

AN AcT £or giving like Remedy upon Promissory Notes as is 
now used upon Bills of Exchange, and £or the better Pay-
ment of Inland Bills of Exchange. • 

* * * * * 

3 ,S- 4 Ann., 
c. 8. 

4. All and every such actions shall be commenced, sued, How action 

and brought within such time as is appointed for commencing sbhall bhet , roug . 
or suing actions upon the case by the Statute made in the one-
and-twentieth year of the reign of King James the First, inti-
tuled " An Act £or Limitation of Actions_, and £or A voiding of 
Suits in Law." 

* * * * * 




