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for the same, by: bill, plaint, action; information, or otherwise, in 33 Hen. VIII., 

any of the King's Courts, in which suit or action the defendant 0• 9• _ 

shall not be admitted to wage his law, nor any protection or 
essoin shall be allowed. 

* * * * * 

9 Ann., c. 19.1 9Ann.,c.19, 

AN AcT for the better Preventing of Excessive and Deceitful 
Gaming. 

WHEREAS the laws now in force for preventing the mischiefs 
which may happen by gaming have not been found sufficient 
for that purpose: Therefore, for the further preventing of all 
excessive and deceitful gaming, 

1. All notes, bills, bonds, judgments, mortgages, or othei· Allnotes, 

securities or conveyances whatsoever, given, granted, drawn or &o., mo&rt· 
~ages, o., 

entered into, or executed by any person or persons whatsoever, where the con-

where the whole or any part of the consideration of such con- sideration is 
. . for money won 

veyances or securities shall be for any money, or other valuable by gaming;- or 

thing whatsoever won by gaming or playing at cards dice for repayment 
' ' ' of money lent 

tables, tennis, bowls, or other game or games whatsoever, or at such 

by betting on the sides or hands of such as do game at any of f::Jnl~ ~iia. 
the games aforesaid, or for the reimbursing or repaying any 
nwney knowingly lent or advanced for such gaming or betting 
as aforesaid, or lent or advanced at the time and place of such 
play to any person or persons so gaming or betting as aforesaid, 
or that shall, during such play, so play or bet, shall be utterly 
void, frustrate, and of none effect, to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever; any Statute, law, or usage to the contrary thereof 
in any wise notwithstanding. 

2. Any person or persons whatsoever, who The loser of 

shall at any time or sitting, by playing at cards, dice, tables, £&lo at cards, 
c., may sue 

or other game or games whatsoever, or by betting on the for the money 

. sides or hands of such as do play at any of the games :~!f~s~hree 

aforesaid, lose to any one or more person or persons · so 
playing or betting in the whole the sum or value of ten pounds, 
and shall pay or deliver the same or any part thereof, the per-
son or persons so losing and paying or delivering the same 
shall be at liberty, within three months then next, to sue £or and 
recover the money or goods so lost, and paid or delivered, or any 
part thereof, from the respective winner and winners thereof, 
with costs of suit, by action of debt fonnded on this Act, to be 

1 This Act is cited as c. 14 in Ruffhead's edition, from which all the above sec· 
. tions after the first have been printed. The said sections, being repealed in England 
by 8 and 9 Viet., c. 109, do not appear in the edition of the English Revised 
Statutes. · 
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9 Ann., c. 19. prosecuted in any 0£ Her Majesty's Courts of Record, in which 
actions or suits no essoin, protection, wager of law, privilege of 
Parliament, or i11ore than one imparlance shall be allowed ; in . 
which action it shall be sufficient for the plaintiff to allege that 
the defendant or defendants are indebted to the plaintiff, or 
received to the plaintiff's use, the moneys so lost ancl paid, or 
converted the goods won of the plaintiff to the defendant's use, 
whereby the plaintiff's action accrued to him, according to the 

And if the 
losers do not 
sue, &c., any 
other pers<Jn 
may; 

form of this Statute, without setting forth the special matter ; 
And in case the person or persons who shall lose such money 

or other thing as aforesaid shall not within the time aforesaid, 
really and bond fide, and without covin or collusion, sue and 
with effect prosecute for the money 01· other thing so by him or 
them fost, ancl paid or delivered as afornsaid, it shall and may be 
lawful to and for any person or persons, by any such action or 

And recove1·, suit as aforesaid, to sue for and recover the same, and treble 
with treble the value thereof, with costs of suit, against such winner or value; one 
moiety to the 
informer, the 
other to the 
poor. 

The person 
sued shall 
answer npon 
oath to dis­
cover the 
money won, 

winners as aforesaid ; the one moiety thereof to the use of the 
person or persons that will sue for the same, and the other 
moiety to the use of the poor 0£ the parish where the offence 
shall be committed. 

3. And for the better discovery 0£ the moneys or other thing 
so won, and to be sued for and recovered as aforesaid : 

All and every the person or persons, who by virtue 0£ this 
present Act shall or may be liable to be sued for the same, shall 
be obliged and compellable to answer upon oath such bill or bills 
as shall be preferred against him or them for discovering the 

· sum and sums 0£ money or other thing so won at play as 
aforesaid. 

The person 4. Providecl always that, upon the discovery and repayment 
who shall so 
discover and of the money or other thing so to be discovered and repaid 
repay shall as aforesaid, the person or pel'Sons who shall so discover and 
beinclemnifiecl h £ 'l h 11 b · d · d "fj d cl from further repay t e same as a oresa1c s a e acqu1tte , m emm e , an 
punishment. discharged from any further or other punishment, forfeiture, 

or penalty which he or they may have incurred by the playing 
fo1· or winning such money or othe1· thing so discovered and 
repaid as aforesaid; any former or other Statute, law, or usage, or 
anything in this present Act contained, to the contrary thereof 
in any wise notwithstanding. · 

Any person 5. I£ any person or persons whatsoever, at any time or 
winning, by ' d h 11 b £ cl h' • . frnncl, &c., times, o or s a , y any rau 01• s 1ft, cousenage, cucumven-
abov~ £.10 at tion, deceit, or unlawful device or ill-practice whatsoever, in 
one s1ttmg, 1 . • h d d' th f 'd . ancl convicted p aymg at or wit car s, ice, 01· any e games a oresa1 , or 111 or 
!he~·eof, on by bearing a share or part in the stakes, wagers, or adventures, 
rnclwtment, . b 1 ' h 'cl h d f h d h 11 &c., shall for· or 111 or y Jettmg on t e s1 es or an s o sue as o or s a 
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play as aforesaid, win, obtain, or acquire to him or themselves, 9 Ann., c. 19. 

or to any other or others, any sum or sums of money or other feit five times 

valuable thing or things whatsoever, or shall at any one time or the valu~, be 
· t' · f h t b deemed m· sit mg win o any one or more person OF-persons w a soever a ove famous and 

the ·sum or value of ten pounds, then every person or persons suffer :a i1;1 
· · b h '11 · f 'd · · cases of wilful so wmn1ng y sue i -practwe as a oresai , or wmnmg at any perjury. 

one time or sitting above the said sum or value of ten pounds, 
and being convicted of any of the said offences, upon an in-
dictment or information tQ be exhibited against him or them 
for that purpose, shall forfeit five times the value of the sum or 
sums of money or other thing so won as aforesaid ; 

And, in case of such ill-practice as aforesaid, shall be deemed 
infamous, and suffer such corporal punishment as in cases of 
wilful perjury, and such penalty to be recovered by such person 
or persons as shall sue for the same by such action as aforesaid. 

6. And whereas divers lewd and dissolute persons live at Two Justices 

great expenses, having no visible estate, profession, or calling :e~o~~u!to 

to maintain themselves, but support those expenses by gaming have no visible 
0 1 estate, &c., to 
n Y : be brought 

It shall and may be lawful for any two or more of Her before them, 
~,r • t ' J · f th p · t · l'b t a.nd, unless ;.uaJes y s ustices o e eace in any coun .y, city, or i er y they make it 

whatsoever, to cause to come or to be brought before them appear that 
• h · h' h · · l' · h they do not every sue person or persons wit m t en respective 1mits w om maintain 

they shall have just cause to suspect to have no visible estate, the11;selves by 

profession, or calling to maintain themselves by, but ?-O for the f:!i~;;,~t:J1 

most part support themselves by gaming; and, if such person or for th~ir good 
. . . behaviour for 

persons shall not make 1t appear to such Justwes that the prm- twelve 

cipal part of his or their expenses is not maintained by gaming, mont~s, or be 
h h J · h 11 · f h' h ffi , committed. t en sue usfaces s a require o im or t em su ment 

securities for his or their good behaviour for the space of twelve 
months ; and, in default of his or their finding such securities, 
to commit him or them to the common gaol, there to remain 
until he or they shall find such securities as aforesaid. 

7. I£ such person or persons so finding sureties. as aforesaid Per~ons so 

shall, during the time for which he or they shall be so bound to !~~.i~!J;i:y. 

the good behaviour, at any one time or sitting play or bet for in~ ~or twenty 
f h h . d' · h sh1llmgs any sum OT sums o money or ot er t mg, excee ing 1n t e during the 

whole the. sum or value of twenty shillings, then such playing time,_shall. 
h 11 b d d h f h . h , b h , forfeit then• .s a e eeme or taken to be a breac o is or t en e av10ur, recognizance. 

and a forfeiture of the re<:lognizance given for the same. 
8. And for the preventing of such quanels as shall and may Pers~n aB· 

happen upon the account of gaming, in case any person or ~:u!~!tn~cif 

persons whatsoever shall assault and beat or shall challenge or money won at 

pTOvoke to fight any other person or persons whatsoever, upon -::ff t;0g!~1:,it 

account of any mo!iey won by gaming, playing, or betting at any and be im· 
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9 Ann., c. 19. of the games aforesaid, such person or persons assaulting and 
prisoned £or beating or challenging or provoking to fight such other person 
two years. or persons upon the account aforesaid shall, being thereof con-

12 Geo. II., 
c. 28. 

victed upon an indictment or information to be exhibited ag~inst 
him or them for that purpose, forfeit to Her Majesty, her 
heirs and successors, all his goods, chattels, and personal estate 
whatsoever, and shall also suffer imprisonment, without bail or 
mainprize, in the common gaol of the county where such con­
viction shall be had, during the term of two years. 

* * * * * 

12 Geo. II., c. 28. 

AN AcT for the more effectual Preventing of Excessive and 
Deceitful Gaming. 

* * * * * 
£200 penalty 1. I£ any person or persons shall erect, set 
011 ~nyt otff.h~nce up, continue, or keep any office or place under the denomina-
agams 1s 
Act; tion of a sale or sales of houses, land, advowsons, presenta-

tions to livings, plate, jewels, ships, goods, or other things 
by way of lottery, or by lots, tickets, numbei·s or figures, 
cards or dice; or shall make, print, advertise, or publish, or 
cause to be made, printed, advertised, or published, proposals or 
schemes for advancing small sums of money by several persons, 
amounting in the whole to large sums, to be divided among 
them by chances of the prizes in some public lottery or lotteries 
established or allowed by Act of Parliament, or shall deliver out, 
or cause or procure to be delivered out, tickets to the persons 
advancing such sums, to entitle them to a share of the money 
so advanced, according to such proposals or schemes; or shall 
expose to sale any houses, lands, advowsons, presentations to 
livings, plate, jewels, ships, or other goods, by any game, method, 
or device whatsoever, depending upon or to be determined by 
any lot or drawing, whether it be out of a box or wheel, or by 
cards or dice, or by any machine, engine, 01· device of chance 
of any kind whatsoever ; 

Such person or persons, and every or either of them, shall, 
upon being convicted thereof before any one Justice of the 
Peace fOl' any county, riding, or division, or before the Mayor, 
or other Justice or Justices of the Peace for any city or town 
corporate, upon the oath or oaths of one· or more credible wit• 
ness or witnesses (which said oaths the said Justices of the Peace 
and Mayor are hereby authorized, empowered, and required to 
administer), or upon the view of such Justice or Justices, or the 
Mayor, Justice, or Justices for any city or town corporate, or on 
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I 




