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. 37.
Documeniary Evidence.
An Act to amend the Law velating to Dorvummntarv Hvidence
in certain Cases, [2,, £ June, 1868.]
* % * %
Short Title. 1. This Act may he cited for all purposes as “The Docu-
mentary Evidence Act, 18687
Mods of prov- 4. Primd facie evidence of any Proclamation, Owrder, or
ing certai . .
e ceralt - Regulation 1ssved before or after the passi ing of this Act by

documenta. R
Her Majesty, or by the Privy Council, also of any Proclamation,

Order, or ’%ecfvlatmn issued hefore or after the passing of this
Act by or under the authority of any such department of the
Government or officer as is inentioned in the First Column of the
Schedule hereto, may be given in all Courts of justice, and in
all legal proceedings whats ocver, in all or any of the modes here-
inafter nlentione(L that is to say,—

(1.) By the production of a copy of the Gazette purporting
to contain such Proclamation, Order, or Regulation :

2) By the production of a copy of such Proclamation, Order,

Regulation purporting to be printed by the Go-
vernment printer, or, where the question arises in a
Court in any British colony or possession, of a copy
purporting to be printed under the authority of the
Legislature of such British colony or possession :

(3.) By the production, in the case of any Proclamation,
Order, or Regulation issued by Her Majesty or by
the Privy Council, of a copy or extract purporting
to be certified to he true by the Clerk of the Privy
Council or by any one of the Liords or others of the
Privy Council, and, in the case of any Proclamation,
Order, or Regulation issued by or under the authority
of any of the said departments or officers, by the pro-
duction of a copy or extract purporting to be certified
to be true by the person or persons speciﬁed in the
Second Column of the said Schedule in connection
with such department or Ofﬁcer.

Any copy or extract made in pursuance of this Act may be

in print or in writing, or partly in p:mt and partly in writing.

No proof shall be required of the handwriting or official

position of any person certifying, in pursuance of this Act, to the
truth of any copy of or extract from any Proclamation, Order, or
Regmation,



8. Subject to any law that may be from time to time made
by the Legislature of any British colony or possession, this Act
shall be in force in every such colony and possession.

4. If any person commits any of the offences following, that
is to say,—

(1.) Prints any copy of any Proclamation, Order, or Regu-
lation which falsely purports to have been printed
by the Government printer, or to be printed under
the authority of the Legislature of any British colony
or possession, or tenders in evidence any copy of any
Proclamation, Order, or Regulation which falsely
purports to have been printed as aforesaid, knowing

, that the same was not so printed ; or,

() 1(01 ges or tenders in evidence, knowing the same to have
been forged, any certificate by this Act authorized to
be annexed to a copy of or extract from any Procla-
mation, Order, or Regulation ;

he shall be guilty of felony, and shall on conviction be liable to
e sentenced to penal servitude for such term as is prescribed by
“The Penal Servitude Act, 1864,” as the least term to which an
offender can be sentenced to penal servitude, or to be imprisoned
for any term not exceeding two years, with or without hard labour.
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Act to be in
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colonies,
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forgery.

5. The following words shall in this Act have the meaning Definition of

hereinafter assigned to them, unless there is something in the
context repugnant to such con’struction that is to say,—

“ British colony and possession ”’ shall for the purposes of
this Act include the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man,
and such territories as may for the time being be vested
in Her Majesty by virtue.of any Act of Parliament for
the Government of India and all other Her Majesty’s
dominions.

“ Legislature 7’ shall signify any authonty other than the
TImperial Parliament or Her Majesty in Council com-
petent to make laws for any colony or possession.

“ Privy Council 7’ shall include Her Majesty in Council and
the Lords and others of Her Majesty’s Privy Council,

or any of them, and any Committee of the Privy.

Council that is not specially named in the Schedule
hereto.

“Government printer ”’ shall mean and include the printer
to Her Majesty, and any printer purporting to be the
printer authorized to print the Statutes, Ordinances,
Acts of State, or other public Acts of the Legislature
of any British colony or possession, or otherwise to be
the Government printer of such colony or possession.

7

terms.

“ British
colony and
7 possession.”

“Legislature.’

“Privy
Couneil.”

o Government
printer.”
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“ Glazetbe.”

Act to be
cumulative.

““Gazette” shall include the London Gazetie, the Edinburgh
Gazette, and the Dublin Gazette, or any of such

Gazettes.

6. The provisions of this Act shall be deemed to be in
addition to, and not in derogation of, any powers of proving
documents given by any existing Statute or existing at common

law.

SCHEDULE.

Column 1.

Name of Department or Officer.

|

Column 2.

Names of Certifying Officers.

The Commissioners of the Trea-
sury.

The Commissioners for exe-
cuting the Office of Loxd
High Admiral.

Secretaries of State.

Committee of Privy Council for
Trade.

The Poor-Law Board.

|

Any Commissioner, Secretary,
or Assistant-Secretary of the
Treasury.

Any of the Commissioners for
executing the Office of Lord
High Admiral, or either of
the Secretaries to the said
Commissioners.

Any Secretary or Under-Secre-
tary of State.

Any member of the Committee
of Privy Council for Trade,
or any Secretary or Assistant-
Secretary of the said Com-
mittee.

Any Commissioner of the Poor-
Law Board, or any Secretary
or Assistant-Secretary of the
said Board.






