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I Will.Icy-Mar., realm £or ever; and the same are by their said Majesties, by and 
Bess. IL, c. 2• with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 

and Commons, in Parliament assembled, and by the authori~y 
of the same, declared, enacted, and established accordingly. 

Non obstantes 2. And be it further declared and enacted by the authority 
made void. aforesaid that, from and after this present session of Parliament, 

no dispensation by non obstante of or to any Statute, or any part 
thereof, shall be allowed, but that the same shall be held void 
and of no effect, except a dispensation to be allowed of in such 
Statute, and except in such cases as shall be specially provided 
£or by one or more Bill or Bills to be passed during this pre
sent session of Parliament. 

12 q- 18 Will. 
IIL, c. 2. 

* * * * 

12 and 13 Will. III., c. 2. 

Act of Settlement. 
AN AcT for the further Limitation of the Crown, and better 

securing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject. 

WHEREAS in the first year of the reign of Your Majesty, and 
of our late Most Gracious Sovereign Lady Queen Mary (of 
blessecl memory), an Act of Parliament was made, intituled "An 
Act for declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and 
£or settling the Succession of the Crown," wherein it was 
'(amongst other things) enacted, established, and declared, That 
the Crown and regal government of the kingdoms of England, 
France, and Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belong·ing, 
should be and continue to Your Majesty and the said late Queen, 
during the joint lives of Your Majesty and the said Queen, and 
to the survivor : 

And that, after the decease of Your Majesty and of the said 
Queen, the said Crown and rngal government should he and 
remain to the heirs of the body of the said late Queen; and, for 
default of such issue, to Her Royal Highness the Princess Anne 
of Denmark, and the heirs of her body; and, for default of such 
issue, to the heirs of the body of Your Majesty: 

And it was thereby further enacted that all and every per
son and persons that then were or afterwaTds should be recon
ciled to, OT should hold communion with, the See or Church of 
Rome, or should profess the Popish religion, or marry a Papist, 
should be excl~1ded, and are by that Act made for ever incapable 
to inherit, possess, or enjoy the Crown and government of this 
realm and Ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging, or 
any part of the same, or to have, use, or exercise any regal 
power, authority, 01· jurisdiction, witl1in the same : · 
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And in all and every such case and cases the people of 12 q- 13 Will. 
these realms shall be and are thereby absolved of their al.le- III., c. 2• 

giance: 
And that the said Crown and government shall from time to 

time descend to and be enjoyed by such person or persons, being 
Protestants, as should have inherited and enjoyed the same in 
case the, said person or persons, so reconciled, holding com
munion, professing, or marrying as aforesaid, were naturally 
dead : 

After the making of which Statute, and the settlement 
therein contained, Your Majesty's good subjects, who were 

. restored to the full and free possession and enjoyment of their 
religion, rights, and liberties, by the providence of God giving 
success to Your Majesty's just undertakings and unwem·ied 
endeavours for that purpose, had no greater temporal felicity to 
hope or wish for than to see a royal progeny descending from 
Your Majesty, to whom (under God) they owe their tranquillity, 
and whose ancestors have for many years been. principal asser
ters of the Reformed religion and the liberties of Europe, and 
from our said Most Gracious Sovereign Lady, whose memory 
will always be precious to the subjects of these realms : 

And it having since pleased Almiglity God to take away our 
said Sovereign Lady, and also the most hopeful Prince William 
Duke of GloU'cester (the only surv1ving issue of Her Royal 
Highness the Princess Anne of Denmark), to the unspeakable 
grief and sorrow of Your Majesty and your said good subjects, 
who, under such losses being sensibly put in mind that it 
standeth wholly in the pleasure of Almighty God to prolong the 
lives of Your Majesty and of Her Royal Highness, and to grant 
to Your Majesty, or to Her Royal Highness, such issue as may 
be inheritable to the Crown and regal government aforesaid, by 
the respective limitations ·in the said recited Act contained, do 
constantly implore the Divine mercy for those blessings : 

And Your Majesty's said subjects having daily experience of 
your royal care and co_p.cern for the present and future welfare 
of these kingdoms, and particularly recommending from your 
Throne a further provision to be made for the succession of the 
Crown in the Protestant line, for the happiness of the nation r 

and the security of our religion; and it being absolutely neces
sary, for the safety, peace, and quiet of this realm, to obviate all 
doubts and contentions in the same by reason of any pretended 
title to the Crown, and to maintain a certainty in the succession 
thereof, to which your subjects may safely have recourse for 
their protection, in case the limitations in the said recited Act 
should determine : 
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12 g- 13 Will. I. Therefore, £or a further provision 0£ the succession 
III., c, 2• 0£ the Crown in the Protestant line, we Your Majesty's 

most dutiful and loyal subjects, the __ Lords Spiritual and Tem
poral, and Commo:ri.s, in this present Parliament assembled, 
do beseech Your Majesty that it may be enacted and de
clared, and be it enacted and declared by the King's Most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 0£ the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority 0£ the same, 

That the Most Excellent Princess Sophia, Electress and 
Duchess Dowager 0£ Hanover, daughter 0£ the Most Excellent 

successor to Princess Elizabeth, late Quee11- of Bohemia, daughter 0£ our 
the Crown, h p· £ h 

Princess 
Sophia de
clared next 

late Sovereign Lord King James t e irst, o appy memory, be 
and is hereby declared to be the next· in succession, in the Pro
testant line, to the Imperial. Crown and Dignity of the said 
Tealms of England, Fmnce, and Ireland, with the dominions 
and ten·itories thereunto belonging, aftel' His Majesty, and the 
PTincess Anne of Denmark, and in default of issue 0£ the said 
Princess Anne and of His Majesty respectively ; 

after tl~eKing And that from and after the deceases 0£ His said Majesty, 
and Prmcess S · L d d f H R 1 H. h h p · Anne of our now overe1gn or , an o er oya 1g ness t e rm-
Denmark and cess Anne of Denmark; and for default of issue 0£ the said 
their issue, p · A d f H. M · t t· 1 h C d &c., rmcess nne an o 1s aJes y respec 1ve y, t e rown an 

and the 
heirs of her 
body, being 
Protestants. 

regal government of the said kingdoms of England, France, 
and Ireland, and of the dominions thereunto belonging, with the 
royal state and dignity of the said realms, and all honours, 
stiles, titles, regalities, prerogatives, powers, jurisdictions, and 

, authorities, to the same belonging and appertaining, shall be, 
1·emain, and continue to the said Most Excellent Princess Sophia, 
and the heirs 0£ he1· body, being Protestants : 

And thereunto the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, shall and will, in the name of all the people of this 
realm, most humbly and faithfully submit themselves, their 
heirs and posterities ; and do faithfully promise that after the 
deceases of His Majesty and Her Royal Highness, and the' 
failure 0£ the heirs of their respective bodies, to stand to, main
tain, and defend the said Princess Sophia, and the heirs of her 
body, being Protestants, according to the limitation and succes
sion of the Crown in this Act specified and contained, to the 
utmost of their powers, with their lives and estates, against all 
persons whatsoever that shall attempt anything to the contrary. 

Papists, &c., 2. Provided always that all and every person and persons, 
incapacilated h h 11 1 · h · 1 ·d C b · £ from inherit· w o s a or may tarn or 1n er1t t ie sai rown y virtue o 
ingtheCrown. the limitation of this present Act, and is, are, or shall be recon-

ciled to, or shall hold communion with, the See or Church of 

j 
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Rome, or shall profess the Popish religion, or shall marry a 12 ,t 13 Will. 
Papist, shall be subject to such incapacities as in such case or In., e. 2. 

cases are by the said recited Act provided, enacted, and esta-
blished; 

And that every King and Queen of this realm, who shall King and 

come to and succeed in the Imperial Crown of this kingdom, Qthue0en to take 
e orona-

by virtue of this Act, shall have the Coronation Oath adminis- tion Oath (1 
t d t h, h th t th , . . Will. & Mar. ere o 1m, er, or em, a eir respective coronat10ns, s. 1, c. 6), ' 

according to the Act of Parliament made in the first vear of the 
reign of His Majesty and the said late Queen Mary, intituled 
'' An Act for establishing the Coronation Oath," and shall and subscribe 

ma~rn, subscri?e, and repeat the declaration in the Act first above ~f0e/eclam

rec1ted, ment10ned, or referred to, in the manner and form 
thereby prescribed. 

3. And whereas it is requisite and necessary. that some Conditions for 

further provision be made for securing our religion, laws, and sec1;1r:ing t1he 
1 re 1g1on, awfl, 

liberties from and after the death of His Majesty and the Prin- &c., in default 

cess Anne of Denmark and in default of issue of the body of of ~ssue of the 
' Prrncess Anne 

the said Princess and of His Majesty respectively : and the King. 

Be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in Parliament assembled, ancl by the authority of 
the same, 

That whosoever shall hereafter come to the possession of 
this Crown shall join in communion with the Church of Eng
land, as by law established. 

That in case the Crown and imperial dignity of this realm 
shall hereafter come to any person not being a native of this 
kingdom of England, this nation l;>e not obliged to engage in 
any war for the defence of any dominions or territories which 
do not belong to the Crown of England, without the consent of 
Parliament. 

That ilo person who shall hereafter come to the possession of this Crown shall 
go out of the dominions of England, Scotland, or Ireland without consent of Par-
liament. [Repealed, 1 Geo. I., Stat. II., c. 51.] • 

'fhat, from and after the time that the further limitation by this .Act shall take 
effect, all matters and things relating to the well governing of this kingdom, which 
are properly cognizable in the Privy Council by the laws and customs of this realm, 
shall be trunsacted there, and all rasolutions taken thereupon shall be signed by such 
of the PriYy Council as shall advise and consent to the same. [Repealed, 4 and 5 
Ann., c. 20, s. 27.J 

That, after the said limitation shall take effect as aforesaid, This clause 

no person born out of the kingdoms of England, Scotland, or r:t;~!~:;t 
Ireland, or the dominions thereunto belonging (although he naturalized at 

be naturalized or made a denizen, except such as are born of ~~c~:!ri: ;}0 

English parents), shall be capable to be of the Privy Council, or King Geo. L 
b f · h H f p 1· t t · · :ffi to the Crown. a mem er o eit er ouse o ar iamen , or o enJoy any o ce · 
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12 q- 13 Will. or place of trust either civil or military, or to have any grant of 
Ill.,"· 2• lands, tenements, or hereditaments from the Crown, to himself 

or to any other or others in trust for him. [Repealed in part, 
7 and 8 Viet., c. 66.J 

That no person who has an office or place of profit under the King, or receives 
a pension from the Crown, shall be capable of serving as a member of the House of 
Commons. [.Repealed, 4 and 5 .A.nn., c. 20, s. 28.J 

That, after the said limitation shall take effect as aforesaid:; 
Judges' Commissions be made quamdiu se bene gesserint, and 
their salaries ascertained and established; but upon the address 
of both Houses of Parliament it may be lawful to remove them. 

That no pardon under the Great Seal of England be plead
able to an impeachment by the Commons in Parliament. 

4. And whereas the laws of England are the birthright of 
the people thereof, and all the Kings and Queens who shalr 
ascend the Throne of this realm ought to administer the go
vernment of the same according to the said laws, and all their 
officers and ministers ought to serve them respectively according 
to the same: 

.A.11 laws for 
securing the 
established 
religion, &c., 
confirmed. 

2 Geo. IL, 
c. 22. 

The said Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, do 
therefore further humbly pray that all the laws and Statutes of 
this realm for securing the established religion, and the rights 
and liberties of the people thereof, and all other laws and 
Statutes of the same now in force, may be mtified and con
firmed; and the.same are by His Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com
mons, and by authority of the same, ratified and confirmed 
accordingly. 

RIGHTS, PETITION OF. 
See Petition of Rights. 

SEA AND SEAMEN. 
See Admiralty; Ships and Shipping. 

SET-OFF. 
2 Geo. II., c. 22. 

AN AcT for the Relief of Debtors with respect to the Im
prisonment of their Persons. 

* * * * * 
Mutual debts 13. Where there are mutual debts between 
to be set one the plaintiff and defendant, or if either party sue or be sued as 
against the 
other. 
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