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TRANSPORT AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 1) 
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rn.ay be made under 
fitting and use of seat belts and child restraints m rnotor 
vehicles, and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing 
provisions, for all or any of the following purposes: 
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Requiring the drivers 
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vehicle is fitted 
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1ng duties on drivers of motor vehicles to ensure 
that children are restrained in accordance with 
regulations made under this paragraph: 

"(f) Exempting· any person or class of persons from all or 
any of the requirements of regulations made under 
paragraph (el of this subsection in all circumstances 
or in circumstances specified in the regulations. 

"(2) Any regulations made under subsection (1) of this section 
shall not apply to or in respect of any owner of, or driver or 
other person in, any motor vehicle that was first registered 
before the 1st day of January 1955. 

"7 7B. Power of Secretary to approve child restraints and 
seat belts-The Secretary may, by notice in the Gazette, 
approve seat belts and child restraints (including restraints to 
be used in conjunction with seat belts) for the purposes of 
regulations made under this Act, whether· by reference to 
specified standards or otherwise, and subject to such conditions 
as to fitting, dates of purchase, use by persons of, under, or 
over specified ages or weights, periods of use, and use generally, 
and otherwise as are specified in the notice." 

.(2) Section 7 7 (1) (y) of the principal Act (as substituted by 
section 23 (2) of the Transport Amendment Act 197 4) is hereby 
repealed. 

23. Manufacture or sale of devices, fittings, or equipment 
requiring approval-The principal Act is hereby amended 
by renumbering secticm 7 7 A, (as inserted by section 12 of the 
Transport Amendment Act 19 7 2) as section 7 7 c. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Clause 22: At present section 7 7 (1) (y) of the Transport Act 1962 empowers 
the making of regulations relating to the approval, fitting, and use of seat belts, 
and provides for exemptions from the requirements of the regulations. 

The proposed new provisions (which replace section 77 (1) (y)) empower the 
Secretary to approve child restraints and seat belts and authorise the making of 
regulations relating to the fitting and use of both seat belts and child restraints. 
The current notice approving seat belts is the Seat Belts Approval Notice 1974 
(S.R. 1974/301). 

The proposed new provisions differ from the existing provisions in that
(a) They apply in relation to both child restraints and seat belts: 
(b) They place on t..l-ie driver of the vehicle the onus for ensuring fitting and 

use of child restraints: 
(c) They require exemptions from the requirements for fitting and use of seat 

belts and child restraints to be set out in the regulations. The present 
exemptions relating to seat belts are granted by the Secretary. 

The proposed section 7 7 A would confer authority to make the draft regulations 
attached to this Supplementary Order Paper. 

Clause 2.3 makes a consequential numbering change. 
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Govern.o,-·General 

ORDER IN COUNCIL 

at this 
of 1983 

Present: 

!N COUNCIL 

I'URSUAN"f to sections 7 7 A and 1 99 of the His '"'"'·'·'·' ~· ,~ 
the 3-'nd 

AJ\IALYStJ 

1. Title and c0Inxnence1nent 
:2. !'>J.e,,,v rcg1-1Jations substituted 

30. Children under 8 years to be 
restrained in child restraints or 
seat belts if available 

30A. Seat belts to be ,vom by persons 
· of or over 8 years 

30B. Exernptions r om requirc.n1c.ats 
relating to use of child 
restraints and seat belts 

3. Exemptions from requirements to fit scat 
belts 

4. Consequential revocations 
Schedule 

REGULATIONS 

]., 'Tide and emn:rn.encexnent-(l) These cited as 
the Traffic 19 7 6. Arnendment No. 

amended 
Traffic ,,·-._c;cua.u.,.,,u" 

regulations: 

force on the lst day of November 

regulations hereby 
regulation of the 

and substituting- the followin,,-
u " 

"30. Children 
seat hdts if 
is a chi.Id under the age of 8 
in ,notion on a road, --

to be ll:'estrained in child restraints or 
driver of a motor vehicle in which there 

years shall ensure that, while the vehicle is 

"(a) That child is an approved child restraint 
a restraint is avail.able in the 

"(b) If such a restraint is not available m. that vehicle, that child is 
restrained as in the circun1stances 
any child restraint or seat belt that is available (whether that 
restraint or sea.t: belt is or not). 

e-s.R. 1976/?'l:7 
Arnendn1"::·nt No. 1, S.R.. 1978i7'2 
Amendnw:-it No. 2: S.R. 197Bi:Wl 
Ar.wndmeriL No. !9/9/121'.t 
Am,.-ndm{'n.t ;,.,;o. "' S.R. J{.}f-J0/3 l 
/".mt"ndm~m No. 5: S.P.. 1930/l.:,5 
Arncndm1'.'"nt No. 6: S.R. 1981/158 
Amendme:1t N,.'). 7: S.R FrnI/31 l 
Amr.ndme-1,t No. 8: S.R. !982/!H 
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seat 

on 
the 

child restraint 

the driver's 

bCh.ind the driver'ls se;.1J are 
years. 

vears; 
· that seat: 

irt. a rnotor 'veh.icle 

"(a) Is the driver of the vehicle and, v.ihile 
of those 

of the of 

reverse, and if the 
n'i>r,,p,c,j·, ci.f those 

"(cl fa 
fa · street clearances or 

!s 

n1otor vehicle vehicle:---
"(i.) fa in an area that is subject to a 50 kiiometres per hou:r 

and 
at a sp~ed that is not in excess of 30 kilometres 

in newsp2,per deliveries to in.dividual 
arid the motor vehicle is at 

cot1rier sen•ices'J 
thr: rrYlOt(:rr vehicle 

of 
or 

is n,;,t m excess cf 30 lrilon1etres per hour: 



of the vehicle: in tbe 

"(h) I~ 
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as a. n:1eter Pe2\.der a:J.1.d 
n1.eteF reader in a vehjrJe tf.1at is 

tc(i) That is not in excess of 30 ki1on1ctres per 
:that 1s . to a 50 ki1ornetrits hcrur · 

That 1s · not in, e)rcess of kilon-:tetres 
.are.a, H 

3~~), 
6 '(d) ivlotar veh:icles of-a t2re 

or after the fsi~ 

revocations-The 
regulations are 

SCHEDULE 

IlEGlJLATIONS ANIY f'~OTlCES }'~(EVOKED 

lEnact1nent 

The Seat Belts Exemption Notice 197 4 
The Seat Belts · Notice 1974, Am,~ndmem 

No. 1 
The Traffic 
The Trafhc i\h 2: 

kik;,rnetres of 
the vehicle is 

Reg. 4 

Clerk of the Executive 



EXPL/'i.N.:~.TOR·r NOT'E 

T//1:5 note f.'j not pg_rt o_f the rtgulC:ticns, b-ut is intended to indJct:.te tht:ir general e_ffect. 

·These rcgubnjons, Vr'l-tki"I corr1e i:.1to {0:rce on 1 Nov,~rnher 1933, impose ri::b.tfrig 
to t.he and !_!st: cf Child 'tcstraint s in rnotor vehicles. They also set 
rdafrng to wearing of se.;H bdts, and the excn1ptions frOE1 the 
behs a_nd child restraints. · 

Rcg-ula~itm:. 2<· 'V\,:l-1~~c a child under the is in a rnotor vePjd,e 1 an 
restrJ.n-:. the cb1ln: 1s 30, en the driver of that n-1oto:r 

The obligarion exists is in 1J.1otion on a road. At present there no sud1 

i·npO'"·-·s OD ti1"' -~-i-,,c·-- -, v,r.,:rec~l to use the restraints available. On 
the case liTt~~~;c.~.:~;, .:~:.l ·;{~;-~··;i,. \~::T'i~ic~'- ~d-:i~lcs a t£Si~ of less than 2,.000 
there should u.sua!ly 'be an - seat bdt available--see regubtion 73 of the 
Rcgufations 19 7 6). 

Subdaust: provides: :!.h~·.·,'.-, v.-·h.i]c TffJI.Gc v.:hicle js in n1.otion. a driver inay not permit a 
child under age S \.() be .~}ongside hirr~ unless-

(a) The ,d:i!d is rc·::;::i:-cined by an .cApprcrve,:J child restral1:.t appn:::lptiate to that child; 
or 

(bl ·The vehzde ha.; 
(d .r\J.l n·a..r sea·l positic,n.,; ;:ir.:: 

that d:i:~: I\'.'J,.r seats ar:: 
of g Y.f:a.r~ (r·..fotc: the fact 
nol c;1nfCr ~u1 cx•['!Ti.ptien). 

substituted 1n 97 8). 

(h) cr1:'J'1;1~.:'::~,~/!;r::ICJ~; ~l.:~l":;:~:~:k~/] ;~:.::t:~~:!;~~;~1~$:S f~~~,;;;~ffl~;~;n,•y(!P$mr,t.m, and 

uut rtgJ.1fotion )01'.\. 

$:ubdause ch-i'i-:t-:.c of a.nv vehidc 
;vh.o ls. the "' 

ttnd 

,notion 
of ur over the arc 

seat for 'wh.ich a :s~;;H bdt 

present regulation. 30. the obiigat.ior!..s 
reb.i-ing tu the 
be!t, ax1d ir-:resrie(t.ivc 

(The fining of 
si.nce l Novernbcr tOr al1 rnoton.:~:rs .and 
less than 2,000 kg fast registered on or afte:r 

ihc 

i.be 

e that ev-::rr 
2_:nd v,·hC· 

i:3 !"..t?cur,,~Jy 

a vehicle 
ti.) v,,ef:t1r d12,t 

by 7l'(:;Ufot.iG'I~ 30:-1>. 
n·c,J 

Re1tu,!al1,011 JOB sets· out the exemptions fro1n the iteou~rerrients ,o \".'Car child restr;J,.ir.1xs and 
or the requirements to Ensure that they ar~ won1. 

c>xcnm,t,cens arc similar to those th;1t .arc in fr;rcc in rctition to seat behs 
under clause of the Seat Belts Exen.:ption Notice 1974 197,1/302). 

}iowever, the exemptions are no\.v expn:sscd 1:n tenns of the in which the 
to whcnn the exen1ption applies is engaged, rather than the activity which the 

used. 
one new exen1ption relates to a driver ~,vhos.e 

the wearing of a seat belt. 
in other resPects the detailed provisions 

have been k:ft u .. naltered considera.ti(_1n 

,txem.ptions 

Regu/aUon 4 rnakes consequen.tial revocations. 

v,+.1ile reversing •Nould be i:rnpaired 

ri"Strici:ions 
CorrL>ffJ.ittee. 


