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NURSES AMENDMENT BILL 

Rie-ht Hon. HELEN CLAru<, 
ari=i'endrnents: 

Amendments 

Comrnfrtee, to rnove the 

ProlJosecl Part I: insert, after 7 OTI 

heading clauses: 
u 

PART I 
AMENDJ.\li!ENTS TO PRINCIPAL ACT 

lA. Me:n1bership of Cou:ncil-(l) of 

aper 

principal Act (as substituted l\Turses 
Amendment Act 1983) is hereby repealing 
paragraph and substituting following paragraph: 

''(d'y One 1Derson to be apnointed on the n.ornh~at:ion of the 
, ! ..l r 

f11Iin..ister of Education:''. 
(2) Section 4 (1) (e) of the pruridpa! Act so substituted) is 

hereby airnendeu.-l by repealing subparagraph and 
:mbstii~uting followin subparagraph: · • 

One s a person v1ho is the most senior 
nurse employed by an area health board:". 

"'"''-Lau,u, 4 (l} (e) of the principal Act (as so 
further amended b,1,, reoealm11:f suboara,tnllPh 

1 ,1_:i 1l a i, 

::he follmving subparagraph: 
"(ili) One sb.all be a person ·who is a nurse 

employed a., area health board as a public health 
H rrurse: " 

l jfj), JFm11cdoni5 of ICouncH a&, to complainu t11ndez· Social:. 
Act 1964- prim::i.pal Act is hereby .amended 

inserting, afrer L12, the fol.lmv:ing section: 

"4 2A. (l) Com~cil shall inquire 
against persons who ar~ register,ed ·n-,·,r,"'''" or 
conditi01ially m arising 
under Pan, II be 
refo:1Ted to it by Minister, may, if it tlbinks but 
subject to :the follmrVing provisions thls Act as to appeals,, 
rnake recomnrJ1endations to the Ivfinister ree·arding such 

' 0 ~ 

and order the com.oerned to any costs or 
expenses of and U,e<c-C'~l'->U<'LlC mquny. 



2 

. "(2) If any such complaint involves professional misconduct 
on the part of any such midwife, that complaint may also be 
the basis of a charge of professional misconduct against that 
midwife, and the charge may be inquired into and dealt with 
by the Council in accordance with the provisions of this Act." 

Proposed clause J and Part II: To insert, after line 14 on page 1, the 
following clause and Part: 

3. Repeal of section 58-Section 58 of the principal Act (as 
substituted by section 19 of the Nurses Amendment Act 1983) 
is hereby repealed. 

PART II 
AMENDMENTS TO OTHER ACTS 

Amendments to Social Security Act 1964 

4. Interpretation-( 1) Section 88 ( 1) of the Social Security 
Act 1964 is hereby amended-

( a) By omitting from paragrarh (b) of the definition of the 
term "maternity benefits" the words "an aperoved 
midwife", and substituting the words "a registered 
midwife": 

(b) By inserting, in p~agraph (~) _of t~~t definition, after the 
words 'medical r,ract1t1oner , the words "or a 
registered midwife '. 

(2) Section 88 (1) of the Social Security Act 1964 is hereby 
further amended by omitting from the definition of the term 
"pharmaceutical benefits" ( as substituted by section 7 ( 1) of the 
Social Security Amendment Act (No. 2) 1980) the words "or 
dentist in the course of his practice", and substituting the words 
", dentist, or registered midwife in the course of his or her 
practice". 

(3) Section 88 (1) of the Social Security Act 1964 is hereby 
further amended by inserting, after the definition of the term 
"practice nurse services" (as inserted by section 20 (1) of the 
Social Security Amendment Act 1986), the following definition: 

" 'Registered midwife' means a person who is registered as 
a midwife under the Nurses Act 1977:". 

5. Rights to maternity benefits-The Social Security Act 
1964 is hereby amended by repealing section 106, and 
substituting the following section: 

"106. ( 1) Every woman who is entitled to the services of a 
medical practitioner or a registered midwife, or both, in 
relation to any maternity benefits, shall have the right to select 
the medical practitioner or registered midwife, or the medical 
practitioner and registered midwife, as the case may be, by 
whom such services shall be given. 

"(2) The right of selection conferred by this subsection shall, 
in the case of a woman who is confined in a maternity hospital, 
be subject to the concurrence of the person or body for the 
time being having authority under section 49 of the Area 
Health Boards Act 1983 to control access to that hospital by 

· medical practitioners and registered midwives. 
"(3) All fees and other money payable in respect of maternity 

benefits shall be paid by the Department." 



fixillig of foe$-·-( 1 
1964 is hereby 

the 

~ 1:. rep e ct.J.J!1 g 
subsection: 

Act 
and 

be fixed by agreement be:Cween-
and The J\111-""lister; 

}\.ny person 
Medical. 

havi11e: the the 
Cl 

Zealand (hereinafter 
I\1edical Association) to emer into an 

agrreerr1ent; 
A-ny person or 

Zealand 
the authority the ~'lfew 

· Incorporated 
College) to enter into such an (hereinafrer 

ae-nee1ment." 
0 

(2) Section 111 of the Social Secudtv Act 1 (as 
subs'tituted by section ( l Social , Amendm,ent 

is hereby by omitting 
and the "4". 

(3) Section Social Security Act 196•:1- 1s 
further amend,ed by repealing subsection 

subsdtuti.ng the following ,,.,,,,,;,rtu,,n 

President the shall be barrister or 
High 

after consultation 
College. One the assessors shall be appointed on 

recommendation of the Iviedkal Association, one 
1 ~ 11 0 ~ l ' " imall appomted on t 1e recomrnern:rn.non 

the other 2 shall be selected bv l\tLinistero A. U"-''-"'"'-''" 

3 members of the sh:ill be to 
chre " 

(4) Section l l (3F) of the 
substituted) is hereby amended 

Security Act 1964 (as so 
words 

representatives the Medical , substitutin1:1: 
the IVi:edkal Association, and the " of 

the Coilege ". 
Section 11 of Social Security Asnendment Act l 

consequentially • 

1. Pa'l/.::n,e1t11.t of fieie:§-11) Section 112 { I 
.,ff \ ' \ 

the Social 
Security Act 1964 fa hereby amended~ 

By iI1serti.ng, before the words any 
. c,~r,Nre,;," ·ch·~ "an,·.\ ;~Uf'TV Y".<"nm'1·,,-.•ca . .r11 '1T•i,rh,,n1'1;,,'': 

.:'.h-,.'.', 'V .t.;.... ...,., ;i t,_' 'I,,.. u. !C v ~- J _.ll.ll.......,, in Ji. - " 

"in fiull satisfaction of his", By 
the words "or registered in fuU 

satisfaction of or 
112 (3) of the Sod.al Secmitv Act 

\ ; .,/ 

amended by inserting, words "rnedicaR 
1Nherever thev occur, the v,rords registered ,..,..."''""'""'·~-

(3) • 112 Social ?ecurity Act 1964 rn 
further amended addrr1i;r tollov1ring ,:, 

VVhere a registered midvvife 
respect of which 'foes are 1under 
under section 111 of or to be 

calculated m accord:31.1nce one of those section.,;; 

I 11 the Sodall l 961~ 

section 6 of this Act), registernd 
ir1 reiadon to maternity benefits :3hali be :entided to 

services 
paid the 



1 ' oemg m accorrja.rioc with 

lt Mi:llceUar,iJeouwi purp,rn~es for ,:,1thirelh money may 
hy Department-Section 118 ( d) of the Social 

' 
Act 1964 is hereby by inserting, the 

'NOfCiS words "registered 

foir p~yrr.1.ent:!I and :refunds-Section 
Act 964 is hereby amended 

practitioner'', the 

u 

RO" fr1t1i:ierpret2idon-Section 2 ( l) 
!-\ct 197 5 is hereby by 
the tem1 "prohibhed , the 

" 'Re:sdstered 1s 
;;:, rrJdvvife under the Nurses Act 1977:". 

as 

11. E1,~emption!il, frc1m sectfo:ns 6 and 
of the of Drugs A.ct 19 is 

1) 

;! • 
a:tter the words 

they occur, 
5;urg;eon, m 

6~ - 0 11 

reg1sterect 

By in.srerting, n,,,·,.-r,,,,.,,, the 'I " or employment , 
words 

Section 8 (2) of Misuse of Drugs Act 
amended inserting, afte:r paragTaph (a), 

197 5 is hereby 
the following 

paragraph: 
"(aa) ft~11y registered :michvife may supply, or 

administer the controlled pethidine ( as 
described the Schedule to this Act):"" 

('3) Sectk:m 8 12\ of the f11Hsuse of Act 197 5 is herebv 
. l \ J , 

further amended by afi:er paragraph the following 

phai."Illacist may produce, or supply 
pethidine { as so described) pursuant to a prescription 
or m'der a rel:!istered rnidwife: ". 

Cl 

( 4) Section fl 
further a111ended 
paragTaph: 

of Drugs Act l 9 7 5 is herebv 
inserting, after ~ the " 

"(da) }•,ny of a patient for ·whom 
pethidine is supplied by a regi:mered 
rnidw-ife, o:r p:escribed by a registered mi&wife 

~upplied, admilniste: that drug to 
w'ith the advice of 

supplied or prescribed it:". 

Jt '.?;. Statements re~•witdibmg a::furug depe:ndent persor:u,-
20 the Misuse of Drugs Act l 97 5 is hereby 

al'.nended paragraph " 
paragrnph: 

'\fa\ t'teP1st 1cI~ed. 
' J b~ 

8, P'll•N•l!rill Mil!lri.!r!:er to prr'{~hithit pirescdbii:ng~ ietie,~ 

,(l) Section 23 (1) of Drugs Act 1976 is hereby 



amended msertmg, after 
paragn.ph: 

Prohibit specified 

contravention a notKe 
comrnits an offence 
immisonment fo:r a. 
not e:m:edine: $1 

0 

etc.-Secdon .33 

·wheTe it occurs, 

the 

frorn 
Second 

is herebv 
f- "" ' I 

roUowmg 

..::!' -ll •• 
:rneulCii.!! JPI'~U!tl!'UOll"U!Jr8~ 

A.ct 19 '7 5 is herebv 
,, in both places, 

midwife,". 

X Regu!ardoriu!i-Section 3 7 ( l Misuse 
Act 197 5 is amended by 

" "registered midwives, , 

Act 1981 

l Administ,e1ring pTesicrijlti,on medidnes~Section 
19 ( l) the Medicines Act 1981 is hereby amended by 
• • 1- " F h . . '" d msert:mg, tne o-: t e practxt1oner ·, wor s 

. -d, . ·,· ·r. " reg1stere 1ruct,NHe . 

l Exempdon!ll pract:i.t:ione1'!:l 
midwiveill~Section {I) of the Medicines A.ct 
amended inserting, ~fter 

riegis.teTI:ed 
1981 is hereby 

wl1erever 
it occ1:JJr·s,, -~;v1ords .-;'or 

20, Res1tricti,m1s on 00He!l!mio11 

1tn,edici1fllres~Section "t3 (2) ,of the rv1edich-1es 
rrc:neali.niz oa.rag:raph and' r 0 JJ. \J 1 

p,riell!criptiion 
1981 is herebv 

J 

substitutmg the 
paragraph: 
person to the ff1edidnlf: lawfuliv 

or i1se, 01c a:n.y othe'r 
as a TJadent m-:i,der the care of a practitioner 

or registered' n11(hvife does not hav,;:: his 



any 
n1eclicll1f: prescrib)ed or 

saxne purpose by :mother 
midvvife, and is 
orn, 

use; 

2L Pow~rs of Mini:!lll:eit· t{JJ prohibit prescir·ibing~ eitc.-
(1) , 48 (1) (a) of the rv1edicines Act 1981 is 

i11se:rting, after the "practitioner", the 
u ' 

reg-istered midwifo". 
(2) Section 

amended bv the 
! 

the case of a registered except on 
the c:ouncil J\levi1 

Zealand; or". 

22. Re:31tril.ctions on :supply ll:o pairtkulim· persoru1~ 
Section 49 (2) the lV!ed.icines Act 1981 is hereby 
inserting, after the words practitioner", the 

rnidwifo". 

23. Re\l!rafation:!i-Section Act 
1981 is hereby 

, tlie 

Act 1983 

24. Accie:!l:!l to ho21pitall'i aJ11d wards by medical 
practitioners and .regi:'iltie:red midwives-( 1) Section ,19 ( 
the Area Health Boards Act 1983 is hereby amended 
, , r h " rl" al " " " h msertme:, arter t e meeixc pract1t10ner t, ey 
occur, the registered :midwife". 

(2) 49 (2) the Area Health Boards Act 
hereby ?D:nended by inserti.n.g·, the 
practitioners", ·words mid,wives". 

Long add to the Long Title, after the exprei;sion "1 7 
line 2 on page I, the "and cen:ain other enactments". 

EXPL'\.l'-IATORY r,.roTE 
Claim, 1 A amends section Li: ( l) of the N'urses Act 

membership of the Council of l',le,N ,,ccru,o.o,H-'1 

sets out the 

(ai The rnember who is to be 3""71 emplovee of the )p,cr,:i·ncrn,P,n!' 

, , a me1nb,er ·,Nho ls t'G be ~nnr11n1,,,.c·1 

Minister of Education: 
(b) The member v«ho is to be the head of the services of an area health 

board or board is replaced a who is to be the most 
senior nwcse employed an area health board: 

The member who is to be a public health nurse exnployed 
·1,,,,-.,,,rhn;e,ni' of Health is replaced by a member who is to be 

nurse employee! by an area health board. 

bv t!he 
public 

Clause iB in.serts new section 42.1 into the Nurses Act 1977. The new section 
for the Nursing Council of New Zealand to investigate 

against rnidwive3 in connection ,rvith the provisim1 of 
benefits or benefits under Part H of the Social Secmity Act I 

Nevv 42A is ba:;ed on section 'k:t of the Y\/fedical Practitioners Act 968 
and. is consequential upon the amendrnenics made by proposed dauses 4 tc 9 of 
che Bill set out i.n this Supplementacy Order hper), 

Ciause 3 repeals senion 58 of the Nrn:ses Act HI? 7 (which relates to the 
functions ;u1d pov,ers of MiedicaI Officers 0f Health i11 relation to obstetric 
nursing)o 



Cla-use:, 

of services 

enable the ~,1in.ister 

7 
I 

Part II of the Social 
ber1efits to be 

CLav.-Ses i 6 to 23 arnend the \:iediciI1es ~""ct 1931 to 

for 

enable regisi:ered 
The oower to do anv of 

l O 

fro:rn. tnne to tirne by 
by clause l) wilJ 

midv,ife fron1 

to prescribe n-:edici.nes. The 
the issue of 
Regulations 

Clause 24 arnends section 49 of the Area Healrh Boards Ac..: ! 983 to provide for 
rnidviives to ha·ve access to ar1y maten1jty ~Nard, or 

n1at~n~ty t:L"'!Ilex under the coY1troll of an area board on the .~ame basis as 
med1caJ 

\YELLlNGTOl\', !\T~v, 2..EJJ.u• .. rm: Published unde:t the authori:::y of the 
Home of Repre:s:<t·ntatives-1990 


