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"(b) in the case of equality of votes, does not have a casting 
vote (and therefore the act or question is defeated and 
the status quo is preserved). 

"(3) An act or question coming before the local authority must be 
done or decided by open voting. 

"(4) Subsections (1) and (2) apply unless-
"(a) this Act provides otherwise; or 
"(b) the standing orders of the local authority expressly pro­

vide otherwise." 

Clause 62A: new section 28B( a) 
To omit the words "all owners" (line 23 on page 49), and substitute the words 
"every owner". 

Clause 62A: new section 28D(2) 
To omit the words "all owners" (line 18 on page 50), and substitute the words 
"every owner". 

Explanatory note 
This Supplementary Order Paper amends the Local Government Law Reform 
Bill (No 3) to correct drafting errors. It also makes one substantive amendment 
to clause 54(7) (which amends clause 24 of Schedule 7 of the Local Govern­
ment Act 2002). 

Clause 54(7), as reported from the Local Government and Environment Select 
Committee, authorises a local authority to provide in its standing orders for the 
mayor, chairperson, or other presiding member to have, at a meeting of the 
local authority, a casting vote in addition to his or her deliberative vote. Clause 
54(7) goes on to prescribe the circumstances in which the casting vote may be 
exercised. The Local Government Act 2002 currently prohibits any use of a 
casting vote. 

The amendment to clause 54 in this Supplementary Order Paper restores the 
voting requirements of a local authority to that which operated under the Local 
Government Act 1974, but reverses the default position to that of no casting 
vote for the mayor, chairperson, or other presiding member. Consequently, if a 
local authority wishes to have a system of voting that provides for a casting 
vote, the local authority must expressly provide for this event in its standing 
orders. 
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