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SUPPLEMENTARY ORDER PAPER. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday, the 10th Day oi November, 1903. 

COAL- \I INES AC'l' AMENDMENT BILL. 

· Mr. CoLVIN, in Committee, to move the following new clause:-
.A.. Any accident occurring in a mine shall be primd f acie evidence 

that such accident occurred through some negligence on the part of 
the owner. 

lf any person employed in or about ,any mine suffers any in
jury in person, or is killed, owing to the non-observance in such mine 
of any of the provisions of this Act, such non-observance not being 
solely due to the negligence of the person so injured or killed, or 
owing in any way to the negligence of the owner of such mine, his 
agents or servants, the person so injured, or his personal representa
tives, or the personal representatives of the person so killed, may 
recover from the owner compensation by way of damages as for a tort 
committed by such owner ; and the amount of such compensation, 
with the costs of recovering the same when determined, shall con
stitute a charge on the mine and mining plant in or about which 
such person was so employed, and all charges arising under the pro
visions of this section shall, as between themselves, be paid rateably. 

Such compensation may be recovered under the provisions of 
"The Workers' Compensation for Accidents Act, 1900," or " The 
Deaths by Accidents Uompensation Act, 1880," or "The Employers' 
Liability Act, 1882," which shall respectively be applicable, according 
to the circumstances of ea,ch particular case; subject, however, that 
notice of injury having been sustained may be given under the last
mentioned Act at any time within three months from the occur
rence of the accident causing the injury, instead of within six weeks 
as in the said Act mentioned. 

Nothing in this section shall take away from any person any right 
to take proceedings in respect of a claim for compensation for injury 
or death by accident which he may have under any Act other than this, 
if he prefers to proceed under such Act, but in such case he shall 
forfeit any right he may have to take proceedings under this section. 


