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'9. The Honourable Colonel BRETT to move, That Standing Order No. 20 on 
private :Bills be suspended, in order to allow the Malvern Water-race Transfer 
Bill to proceed through its various stages. 

~O. The Honourable Mr. WHITAKER to move, That this Council will, at its rising 
this day, adjourn until half-past two of the clock on Monday next. ' 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
1. Nelson Gas and Waterworks Sale Act 1877 Amendment Bill-second reading. 
2. Oamaru Harbour Board Bill-second reading. 
3. Taranaki Iron Smelting Works Land Act 1874 Amendment Bill-second 

reading. 
4. Election Petitions Bill-consideration of further reasons assigned by the 

House of Representatives for disagreeing to the amendments of the Legis-
lative Council. -

Reasons. 
(1.) The public interests at stake are too great to justify the objection on 

the ·ground of expense. 
(2.) Previous experience does not justify the supposition that more than 

two petitions will be sent for trial in any one year, except as an extraordinary 
occurrence. 

(3·.) · It does not follow that when there are two petitions they should be 
heard simultaneously. 

(4.) If the case is so uncertain that two Judges disagree, it is right that 
the election ~hould not be upset. 

--5. Counties Act Amendment Bill-to be committed.• 
Contingent Notice of Motion. 

The HonolJ_rable Mr. WATERHOUSE, when the Council is in Committee 
upon the Counties Act Amendment Bill, to move the·addition of the follow
ing new clauses :-

(a.) Section m;ie hundred and forty-three of the Counties Act is hereby 
amended: by striking out from the fourth subsection the words " at the foot of 
each voting paper," and inserting in lieu thereof the words " and legibly signed 
by the voter." 

(b.) .Section one hundred and forty-four of the Counties Act is hereby 
repealed. 

(c.) Any ratepayer entitled to vote shall have only one vote, but may and can 
vote by proxy ; and every proxy must produce to the Returning Officer his power 
of attorney in that behalf or a written authority to vote for his principal, duly 
signed o:· marked by such principal, and the principal's signature or mark duly 
witnessed by a Justice of the Peace, and such authority shall state how the 
principal wishes his proxy to vote; and such proxy shall erase the voting-paper in 
accordance with his principal's instructions and in the presence of the Returning 
Officer, who shall take and deposit such authority wi~h the voting papers, but i£ 
the proxy's authority be deficient in any of the above particulars the Returning 
Officer shall refuse to accept his vote as such proxy. 

(d.) I£ the number of votes consenting to the proposal aforesaid be an absolute 
majority 0£ the whole ratepayers, and representing more than one-half of the 
value of the rateable property of such district, the proposal shall be deemed 
consented to, and the Council shall proceed with the proposed scheme aceord
ingly; but if there is no such majority of votes in favour thereof, the proposed 
scheme shall be deemed rejected, and the Council shall not begin or undertake 
any such water-supply scheme. 

'6. High School Reserves Bill-to be committed. 
7. Canterbury Rivers Act 1870 Amen_dment Bill-to be committed. 
8. New Zealand University Reserves Bill-to be committed. 
·9. Disqualification Committee (No. 2)-consideration of Report. 

Oontin,qent Notice of Motion. 
The Honourable Mr. WILSON, when the Order of the Day is read, to 

move, Th1t the Report of the Disqualification Committee (No. 2) be affirmed; 
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