Hon. Mr. Coates.

7

 WAIMAKARIRI RIVER IMPROVEMENT.
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‘ A BILL INTITULED
AN Acr to make Better Provision for the Improvement of the
Waterway of the Waimakariri River and the Protection of
«certain Land in Canterbury.
BHE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :—
1. This Act may be cited as the Waimakariri River Improvement
Act, 1922, and shall come into force on a date to be fixed in that behalf

" by the Governor-General by Order in Council.
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9. (1.) The area described in the First Schedule hereto is hereby
constituted and declared to be a special river district, to be called
the Waimakariri River Trust District (hereinafter referred to as the
district). '

(2.) The district is hereby divided into two subdivisions, to be
krown respectively as the Northern Subdivision and the Southern Sub-
division, as the same are respectively described in the Second Schedule

hereto. :
3. There shall be for the district a Trust under the name of the

" Waimakariri River Trust (hereinafter referred to as the Trust) consisting

of eight Commissioners, of whom two shall be elected by the ratepayers
of the Northern Subdivision, four shall be elected by the ratepayers
of the Southern Subdivision, and two shall from time to time be
appointed: by the Minister of Public Works. The said Minister may

“from time to time revoke the appointment of either of the members
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appointed by him as aforesaid, and thereupon such Commissioner shall
cease to be a member of the Trust. The Minister shall declare one of
the Commissioners appointed by him to be the Chairman of the Trust.
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4. The Trust shall be a body corporate under the name of the
Waimakariri River Trust, with perpetual succession and a common
seal, and shall be capable of holding real and personal property and of
doing and suffering all that bodies corporate may do and suffer.

5. The first elective Commissioners of the Trust shall come into
office on the day of their election.

6. (1.) The Governor-General shall appoint a day for the first
election of the elective Commissioners, and shall appoint a Returning
Officer, and make such other appointments as may be necessary, and
generally shall do all things necessary in or towards the carrying-out of
such election.

(2.) For the purposes of the first election of Commissioners every
person who immediately before the commencement of this Act was
entitled to vote at an election for any riding of a county, or for any
road district, town district, or borough, or for any part thereof respec-
tively which is included in the district, shall be entitled to be enrolled
as an elector. _ ' o

(8.) Such person as the (Governor-General appoints for the purpose
shall make a roll of electors for the district by placing thereon the names
of all persons entitled to be enrolled as aforesaid, and in such toll shall
assign to each elector the number of votes he would be entitled to
exercise if he were an elector at an election under the River Boards Act,
1908 ; and in any case where a property lies partly within and partly
outside the district may apply to the Valuer-General to be furnished
with an assessment of such first-mentioned part of such property to
enable him to complete the roll.

. (4.) The first meeting of the Trust shall be held at such place and
at such time as the Governor-General may, by notice in the Gazelle,
appoint in that behalf. o

7. The enactments specified in the Third Schedule hereto shall be
deemed to be incorporated with and to form part of this Act, and for the
purposes of this Act references in any of the said enactments to %

" Board or to any member or members of a Beard shell be ¢onstried as

references to the Trust and to a Commissioner or to Commissioners, as
the case may require. ’ .
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8. (1.) The Trust shall have full power to do all such thlngs as may -

- In its opinion be necessary to effectively cope with the drainage and the

flooding of the district. , _
(2.) In particular, and without restricting the general powers hereby

~conferred, the Trust may—

(a.) Enter upon any land within the district, divert aiiy drain,
stream, or river, and close up ‘any outlet or inlet to or from
the same, without payment of any compensation for loss ‘of
riparian or other water rights : ’

(b.) Divert, raise, lower, or alter roads, bridges, and culverts where

in the opinion of the Trust they interfere with the proper
' discharge of flood-waters. o
. 9. All proposals by any person or body for any drain or drdins {o
empty into any river in the district or into any drain or'drains ‘tnder
the control of the Trust, and all plans for locks; tide-gates, bridges,

ferries, or Wharves, shall be submitted to and approved by ‘thée Piiust <

before being carried into effect. No plantin% oi cutting 6f 'willows o
e done excépt by or by

the banks of the Waimakariri River shall
direction of the Trust. :
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10. Tt shall not be competent for any person to do or to erect any- Obstustionof fiow
thing that will obstruct, or will he likely to obstruct, the free flow of @b
ﬂoo(l waters over any land within the district, unless with the weitten
consent of the T'rust. ‘

‘g 11, Every drain, tidal or flocd gates and every hox, valve, 1evee, 68 puie o
other appliance. constructed or m: dintained by the Trust shall be decmed ©ras popety]
to'be the property of the Trust © and any person doing any act wherehy = 0

any such dramn, gate, box, valve, levee. or appliance may be damaged
or its efficiency nnp(me d, or doing any work or thing in contravention of

10 this Act, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding fiee Tndred pounds.

12. The Trust may from tune to time make by-Jaws concerting By-lows.
the taking or diverting of water from any drain \\hhm the district, ‘aid
may by any such by Taws preseribe afine not exceec ling fifry L,mzmln tov

. any breach thereof. ’

15 ©  13. The Trust sholl. so fur as its funds will perait, carry out the Work (o he carried
tollowing works :- ont by the et

{¢.) Works to \Hegﬁu(ml the City of Christehureh {from flooding :

(h.) Works to protect from erosion the banks on either side of the

‘ Waimakarivl Biver:
20 (c.) Works to prevent or mitigate the ponding-up of flood-waters

near the lower end of Coutt’s Island ;

(d.) Works to prevent or mitigate damage by flooding from the
Kyvre and Cust Rivers.

14, In addition to any other duties of the Trast under this Act, \dditiontdutioes of

25 1t shall be the duty of the Trust-- Tt

(@.) To have detail surveys, plans, estimates, and specifications
made for carrying out the works hes omhdmc pu,s(u‘wl
such plans to be ‘ppm\od by the Commissioners appoeinted
by the Minister of Public Works

30 (0.) To carry out the necessary work. either by contract or direct

labour, n as oxpmliti()us A manner as possible s

(¢.) To maintain the works efliciently, and to do whatever extr
work may be necessary to tmprove the regimen of the Wai-
makarirt River and secure the fullest protection Tor the

35 : dhstrict from foods:

(d.) To take all necessary observations and keep records that will
assist in the study of the hydrolooy of the river. changes
m 1ts regimen, heights and duration of foods, rainfalls, (m(l
other information that will he of service to the Trust.

40 15. (1) In licu of paying compensation to the owner or GCeupier i o o payin
of any land that may be danmaged or m)mmusl dH("‘lHl by any work ompensalion
carried out under Hl provisions of this Act, the Trast iy hereby lll:l[\II:I|III‘I\|H'I)I”:( -
empowered to purchase any such land. atteeted by it

(2.) If the owner of any such land and the Trust cannot agree v

45 as to the price to be paid therelor, the Trust shall pay compensation,
which shall be determined in the manner provided by Part T of the
Public Works Act, 1908.

(3.) The Trust shall have the power to ](‘(lh‘(‘ or to sell convey,

and transfer any lands (other than endowments) helonging to it
50 16. (1.) The bed of the Waimakariri !\1\’01 uut,\lnc fhe Tnits of Crrmin o veted

in Trust as

the Waimakarivi Harbour is hereby vested in the Trust as an endow- [ 5
ment.
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(2.) The Trust shall, in respect of such endowment, be a. leasing
authority within the meaning of the Public Bodies’ Leases Act, 1908,

(3.) Any revenue derived from the endowment shall be applled by
the Trust towards the interest and other charges on any loan or loans

raised for the purpose of i 1mprov1ng the waterway of the Wa1makar1r1 .

River.
17. (1) The South Waimakariri River Board is hereby dissolved

as from the commencement of this Act, and the South Walmakarlrl_

River District is hereby abolished.
(2.) All loans heretofore raised by the said Board . are hereby

declared to have been legally raised, and all rates made as security for

such loans are hereby declared to have been legally made..

(3.). On the dissolution of the said Board all its property shall
subject to the mext succeeding subsection, hecome the property of the
Trust, and all the liabilities and engagements of the Board shall become

liabilities and engagements of the Trust, and all proceedings and actions

pending by or against the Board may be carried on and prosecuted by
or against the Trust, and all rates payable to the Board shall be payable
to and may be recovered by the Trust. Where the said Board has
made and levied any.special rates that have not been collected, the
Trust shall collect the same according to the classification in force
on the coming into operation of this Act, which classification shall
continue in force for the purpose of the 1evy1ng and collection of the
said special rates until the loans in respect of which they are made
have been paid off.
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(4.) The Trust shall cause a valuation to be made of all the -

saleable assets of the said Board, and shall credit the General Account
of the Board with the amount of such valuation.

(5.) If after such amount has been so placed to the credit of the
General Account there remains a credit balance in the account, then
such credit balance shall be applied to the 1nterest account in respect
of one of the loans of the Board.

(6.) It after such amount has been so placed to the credit of the

80

General Account there is a debit balence in the account, the Trust -

is hereby empowered to make and levy a separate rate, on the basis
of the classification in force at the time of the coming into operation
of this ‘Act, of such an” amount as will produce a sum sufficient to
liquidate such debit balance.

(7.) All reserves heretofore vested in the said Board are hereby
declared to be vested in the Trust upon the same trusts and con-
ditions on which such land was held by that Board, save that all
revenue or income derived therefrom may be used by the Trust for
any of the purposes of, or in executing any works authorized by,
this Act.

18. It shall not be lawful for the Trust, or for any local authority
or other public body, or for any other person, to execute any work
upon or affecting’ any railway land in any part of the district, except
with the previous consent and approval of the Minister of Railways, who
may impose such conditions for the protection and safety of the
railways as he thinks fit.

19. (1.) The powers granted to the Walmaka,rm Harbour Board
by “the Harbours Act, 1908, or by any other Act, shall be
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exer(:lsed by that Board subject to the provisions of thls Act

and in the event of any dispute arising between that Board and‘

the’ Trust in respect of anything done by the Trust pursuant to or
purportlng to be done pursuant to this Act, it shall be submitted to the
Minister of Public Works, whose decision shall be final. Save as
provided herein; the powers, rights, functions, and duties of the said
Harbour Board shall not be affected by this Act, nor shall anything
herein be deemed, to affcct the rights of any creditor of the Board

or relieve the Board of any duty cast upon it to keep the p01t10n of

the Waimakariri- River within its jurisdiction in a fit state for naviga-

tion, whether by the use of dredges or othermse ~or to Cast upon'

the Trust any hability or duty- for so doing.

(2.) The "plans "of any works proposed to be executed by the.

Waimakariri Harbour Board for the purpose of obtaining a deep-water
channel to the mouth of the Waimakariri River shall not be sanctioned
by the Governor-General in Council until such plans have heen con-
sidered by the Trust, Wthh shall 1eport thereon to the Mlmster of
Marine.

(3.) Notwithstanding anything in the H(ubours Act, 1908, or in
any other Act, it shall be lawful for the Trust, in furtherance and
as part of the general scheme of flood-prevention, to divert the course
of the Waimakariri River or any branch thereof, and every such work
shall be deemed to be a public work within the meaning of the Public
Works Act, 1908, and its amendments,

SCHEDULKES.
FIRST SCHEDULE.
Tue Waimakarirl River Trust District.
Avrn that arca in the Canterbury Land District, comprising the whole watershed of the
Waimakariri River and its tributaries up to the railway-crossing on the Lower Gorge
and also all territory at present included in the South Waimakarirt River District
which is not within the watershed; the whole as indicated on the plan marked
P.W.D. 51668, sheet 6, deposited in the office of the Minister of Public Works, at
Wellington, in the Wellington Land District, and thereon bordered red.

SECOND SCHEDULE.
SuppIivisioNs oF THE WAIMAKARIRI River Trust Districr.
Northern Subdivision,

At that portion of the arca described in the First Schedule to this Aet situated
generally to the north of the Walmakariri River, and comprising the Eyre County,
portion of the Oxford County, portion of the Rangiora County, and the Borough
of Kaiapoi, but excluding Government railways.

Southern Subdivision,

All that area described in the First Schedule to this Aect, less the Northern Sub-
division hereinbefore described, and cxcluding Government railways.

Schedules.



61 Waeamanfrirs - River - Lmprovement.

THIRD SOHEDULF
THE mwn li()\l‘[)S »\(T 1908, AND 1ITS A\u'\'mw NTS, AND THE LADID:

FCRPORIRIEE
DECTIONS |

DiiAIN A(’l‘ 1‘10‘5, AND TTs AMENDMENTS, WIICIE ARE TNCORPOR ATED. IN THTS
A,
Title of Abt. Extent of Incarporation:
SR et J . . . . . . s T ! - IR .
River Boards Act, 1908 .. - i Bections 36 to 46, 49, Bl 1o 82, 85 to 87, 8Y
i R s ©to 92,05 to 105, 107 subseetion (1), 108/

S ©110 to-117,.121; 122, 124 to 126.
River. Boards Amoendment Act, 910 Sections 2, 3; 4, 5, and! 7 :
River Boards Amendment Act, 1913 © Sections 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and J1.;
River Boards Amendment Act, 1917 Sections 2, 3, 4, H, and G. .
Land Draindge Act, 1908 . .. Sections 17, ]8 19,23, 26, 50, and 57.

B e e SRR S
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