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A BILL INTITITLED

AN Ac'r to Provide for thi· Lahelling or Marking of Wool Title.
Pr,)cltictS and to Prevent tlie linproper Use of the
\Vor1 " \Vod ".

5 RE IT ENACTED hy the General Assembly of Now
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:-

1. (1) This Aet may he cited as the Wool Labelling Short Title
Aet, 1949. and

commencement.

10 (2) This Act shall coine into force on the /ir,st day of
April, nineteen hundred and jifty.

2. in this Aet, unless the context otherwise requires,-- Interpretation.
" Container ", in relation to any wool product,

means any wrapper, binder, container, or other
15 means of packing in which the product is eon-

tained while it is being displayed, exposed. or
offered for sale :
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2 Wool Labelling

" 1,:ibel or imirk ", in relat.ion to any wool prochlet
or other substance, means any stamp, tag,
label, band, ticket, mark (including tracie·-
mark), or method of displaying inforiiiti-
tion which is sewed or stapled or attached 01· 5
annexed to, or woven int:o, or printed or sten-
cilled or branded or marked upon, the prodiwt
or substance, and which states or purports to
state the trade description of the product or
Mihstanee or any part thereof, or the fihro or 10
material of which the product, substance, or
part is inade: and the expression '4 labelled or
marked " has a. Cori·<,41)(m<ling 111(aning:

' ' Partly manufactured wool product " "leaiiI anv

top, shilibing, yarn, or othi,r wool product Or 15
portion of a wo(,1 procitict (whether procliwed
iii New Zeal:ind or eise,vhore) which is not
completely inanit['actured and whieli }inf to
tindergo flirther processing or mtinuftict,irr
bet'c,re it is sold and delivered to tho illtimatr 20

consuiller:

66 Pile ial,ric " inean, any fal,ric in which warp or
wet't tlireads :11·(. inacle to project from the
grolind strtic'tlirc in suc·h a manner as to form
a pile on the surface : and ineludes fahrics iii 25
which the projecting threads are yarn loops or
are cut to form a filil'OUS Burface, :171(1 fabrics

with a 111' fare pile produced by incorporating
special pile yarns ; hilt dors not inelii(le iallrics
in which a fihrous stii'face or nap is procliwed 30
hy teazling a knitted or woven structure xc, as
to cause some of the fhres to he drawn to the

surface of the fabric :

" Trade description ", in relation to any product 01
Nul}gtanee or any part thereof, means the name 35
by which it is ezistomarily known to those who
trade in the product or substance :

" Wool " means the natural fil}re from the fleece

of any variety of sheep:
" Wool product " means every product and every 40

portion of a product (whether in the form of
piece-goods or made-up goods, and whether
produced in New Zealand or elsewhere) which
rontains wool, exeept the following :-
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Wool Labelling

(a) Any such product or portion of a product
which eontains less than fifty per eentum by
weight of wool and which i> not labelled,

marked, advertised, described, or represented
as woollen or worsted or as containing wool :

(b) Footwear ( other than socks and stoekings) of any
type or description:

(c) Any pile fabric, irrespective 6f the wool content
of the pile or ground:

(d) Any partly manufactured wool produet which is
intended to be further processed before it is
delivered to the ultimate consumer :

(e) Any worn or used macie-up goods o ffered for
resale :

(f) Any samples, swatehes, or specimens of w(,01
products which are not more than eighteen
inches in length or width in any ease and
whieh are cut or taken, in the presence of a
prospective purchaser or consumer of the
product, from a bolt or pieee which is labelled
or marked as required by this Act:

(q) Any portion of any wool product the weight of
which, under subsection one of section five of
this Act, does not require to be taken into
account in determining the percentage by
weight of wool in the product :

(h) Any other wool products and any other portions
of any wool products whieh .the Governor-
General, by Order in Council, declares shall not
he wool products within the meaning of this
Aet.

3. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, no
person shall sell, or display, expose, or offer for sale,
any wool product unless it is labelled or marked to show
in the English language the trade description of the
inain fabric in the product and the percentage by weight
of wool in the product :

Provided that this subsection shall not apply to any
product if it is ill a sealed container which is labelled or
marked to show in the English language the trade
description of the main fabric in the product and the
percentage hy wright of wool iii the pi oduet and if the
ciontainer remains unbroken and intact until after the

product has been delivered to the consumer.
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4 Wool Lab elli.it q

(2) No verson Mhall lise any samples, swatelic,H, Or
specimens of any wool proclizet to proninte or effect sale>t
of the procluct in conimerce unless tlie Namples, swate.hes,
01· specimens are labelled or niarked to show in the

I ./

Mnglish language the trade deseriptioi, of the main o
fabric in the product and the percentage by weight of
wool in the product:

Provided that nothing in this subsecticm Mhall apply
to any Barnples, swatehes, or specimens which are ent or
taken, in the presence of a prospective purchaser or 10
consumer of the product, froin a bolt or piece which is
labelled or marked as required by this Aet.

·(3) Where any wool product is in any container while
it is{ being sold, or displayed, exposed, or offered for
sale, the container shall be labelled or marked to show iii 15
the English language the trade description of the main
fahrie in the product and the percentage by weight of
wool in the product :

Provided that it shall not he necessary to label or
mark the container if the product is labelled or mai·ked 20
in accordance with this; Act and the label or mark on the

product is clearly visible.
(4) On the sale of any wool product the vendor shall

leave every label or mark required hy this Act (m the
product and on any containor thereof which is not 23
removed therefrom at „1· prior to the sale.

(5) Tn the case of uniforins, HilitH, bathing-costuiiies,
hosierv, gloves inittens, and other garments and wearing-
apparel manufactured and sold for use in units com-
prising two or Inc,re pieces, it shall be a sufficient com- 30
pliance with this section to use one label or mark for all
the pieces of any one unit if all the pieces of that unit
ha.ve the saine tracie description and contain the same
percentage hy weight of wool :ir,ct are sold as one com.
plete unit and the label or mark im clearly applicable to 35
all the pieces and contains the required information and
otherwise complies with this Act.

(6) In the ca of' any wool product or part of any
wool product which may lawfully he labelled or marked
to show that it contains one hundred per eentum by 40
weight of woo], it sliall be a stifficient emnpliance with
this spc·tion if thu 111,(,1 or inark relating to the product
+11,)WH ill tlie English language the trade description of
the main fabric iIi the product and describes it as " all
wool " or " pure wool " or hv a deseriution to like effect. 45



Wool Labelling

(7) In any ease where, for the purpose of reinforcing
any wool product or for any other useful purpose in con-
neetion with any wool produet, a small proportion of
fibre or material other than wool is superimposed or

5 added to the product in distinct areas or sections, it shall
he a sufficient compliance with this section if the product
is labelled or marked to show iii the English language-

(a) The trade description of the main fabric in the

product; and
10 (b) The percentage by weight of wool in the portions

of the product other than the areas or sections
specified in the label or mark ; and

(c) The names of the fihres or materials super-
imposed or added in those areas or sections.

15 (8) Every person conimits an offenee a.gainst this
Act who fails to comply with or does any act in contra-.
vention of the provisions of this section.

4. ( 1) No label or mark shall be sufficient for the Method of
labellin- or

purposes of this Act unless it complies with the follow- markin
20 ing requirements:-

(a) The label or mark shall be such as is appropriate
to the nature of the product, container, sample,
swatch, or specimen with which it is used:

(6) The label or mark shall be sewed or stapled or
25 attached or annexed to, or woven into, or

printed or stencilled or branded or marked
upon, the product, container, sample, swatch,
or specimen with which it is used securely
and with sufficient permaneney and dura-

30 hilitr to remain thereon in a conspieuous,
clear, and pla.inly legible condition until the
product, container, sample, swateh. or speei-
men is received by the consumer or intended
consumer:

35 (c) The label or mark shall show the information
required by this Act in a manner which is not
likely to deeeive ; and the information shall
not be minimized or rendered obscure or so
placed as to be likely to be unnoticed or unseen

40 hv plirehasers or consumers or prospective
purchasers or consumers by reason of small or
indistinet type, or the us{e of larger or more
prominent type with reference to fibres or

6



Calculation of

percentage by
weight of
wool.
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materials other than wool, or insiiffieient back

ground contrast, or crowding. intermingling,
or obseuring with clesignst, vignettes, or other
written, printed, or graphic niatter, or by
reason of anything else whatsoever. 5

(2) Lai)eis or marks which in the ,(1111'we of the distri-
bution, handling, aiid selling 01' the pl'(,chiet are likely
to become detached, indistinct, obliterated, illegible.
inutilated, inaccessible, or inc:onspic:zious shall not he
sufficient for the purposes of this Aet. 10

5. ( 1) In calculating the peic·entage by weight 01
wool iii any product no account shall be taken of the
weight of any of the following portions of the product :--

(a) The linings, interlinings. padding, stiffening,
l'acings, triminings, borders, selvedges, buttons, 1 3
labels, and trade-marks which l'orin part of the
produet:

(h) ue.h other portions of the product as the
(lovernor-(leneral, by Order in Council, inay

specify : 20
(c) Any other ornainentation in the material up to

seven per eentum by weight of the balance. 01'
the wool product exclusive of the porti(ms to
which the foregoing paragraphs of this
subsection relate. 25

(2) The percentage by weight of the wool in the
balance of the product (exclusive of the portions to which
the Ectst preceding sul,section relates) in relation to the
total weight of that balance shall he deemed to he the.

percentage hy weight of wool in the product for the 30
ptirposes of this Act.

(3) For the purposes of this Aet any label or mark
hall he deemed to state accurately the percentage hy
weight of wool in any wool product to which it relates
if-- 35

(a) The percentage stated is within one per eentum
of the correct pereentage calculated as al'ore-
said in eases where the label or mark tates

or infers that the product contains one hunclred
per centum by weight of wool : or 40

(b) The percentage stated is within three per eentuin
of the correct percentage calculated as afore-
said in other cases.
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6. Every person commits an offence against this Act Fibres or
materials not

who sells, or displays, exposes, or offers for sale, any resent in
wool prodilet which i,4 labelled or marked to show that it product not to

he mentioned
contains any libre or material which is not present in the in label or

5 product. mark.

7. Every person commits an offence against this Act k,·strietion on
who sells. or displays, exposes, or offers for sale, any ot} „{word
product or substance which does not contain wool if that
product or substance is labelled or marked with a trade

10 description whieh contains the words " artificial wool ".
A imitation wool ", " synthetie wool " , " Substitute

, or any other expression whieh includes the word
" wool , or any abbreviation or variation of that word,

or any word or words that incorporate that word,
15 abl,i·eviation, or variation :

Provided that nothing in this section shall prevent
any substance which normally hears the tracie description
' ' cotton wool ". Bteel wool ",  wood woo] , ,gLass

,

wool " Or G 6 slag wool " from being labelled or marked
20 with that trade description, and nothing in thist section

shall prevent any other substance which the (;overnor-
General, by Order in (louncil, specilies for the purposes
of this section from being labelled or marked with the
trade description specifed in the (hcler in Council.

25 8. Ain- constable, on payment or tender of the eurrent Power to take
market value of the samples referred to in this section, i* for
mar take samples of any prodtict or substance which
is displayed, exposed, or offered for sal€, and which is
pither labelled, marked, advertiHed, described, m· repre-

30 sented as containing wool, or is reasonably believed hy the
constable to contain wool.

9. (1 ) lin any proceedings agr,inst any person for an 1)effeners.
offence committed against this Act iii respect of any
wool product at any time before the first day of April,

35 nineteen hundred and fifty-two, it shall he a defence if
the defendant proves tliat tile product was manufactured
in or imported into New Zealand before the. first day of
April, nineteen hundred and fifty :

Provided that no person shall he entitled to tlie
40 benefit of this subsection unless he gives notice in writing

to the prosecutor within seven days after service of the
siimmons of his intention to rely on this subsection.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this section. in any
proceedings against any person for any offence against

45 this Act it shall be a defence if the defendant proves-

7



8 Woot Labelli#g

(a) That he purchased the product or substance in
respeet of which thc. offence was alleged to he
committed in reliance on a wrhten warranty or
other written statement as to the nature of the

product or substance signed by or on hehal f 01 3
the person from whom the defendant purehaHed
it: and

(b) That if the product or substance had truly con-
formed to the warranty or statement the act
or conduct of the defendant would not have 10

constituted the offence charged against him:
and

(r) That he had no reason to believe or suspect that
the product 2,r substance did not conform tc,
the warranty or statement ; and 15

(d) Th:it itt the time of the c.ommission of the alleged
c,ffence the 377,(luct or Kitl}Ataric}(. was hi the
saine state as when ho purehased it..

(3) No warranty or statement :412711 1,e :1.11>· clel'ciic·c
under this ,ection unless_ 20

(a) Tt was given or made by or on he.hall' 01' a pers<,11
rcsiclent iii New Zealand m· a c'c,ililiany having
a registerr,1 offier ill Ne\v Zealand or a Arm
having a place 01' 1,71,iness in New Zealand:
aiid 25

(b) The 611:ititre thoreto is wilttml by h:ind : 211141

(c) '1']ir clrfrndant proves that at the time he roe.eived
the warranty or statement he took reasonal,lc·
steps to ascertain, and did in fact believe, that
the signature was that of the person froni 30
whom he purchased the pro(luci: or substance,
or, as the case may he, of some person purport-
ing to sign on behalf of the person from whom
the defendant purchased the product or
substance. 35

(4) No warranty or Mtateinent shall he any defener
in any prosecution unless the defendant has within seven
days after erviee of the summons delivered to the
prosecutor a copy of the warranty or statement, with a
written notice stating that he intends to rely thereon and 40
specifying the name and addresH of the person from
whom he received it, and has also within the same tizine

sent by post a like notice of his intention to that person,
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(5) When the defendant is a servant or agent of any
person to whom any defence under this section would be
available he shall be entitled to the benefit of this section
in the same manner and to the same extent as his

5 employer or principal would have been if he had been
the defendant.

10. Every person who commits an offence against this Penalties.
Act for which no penalty is provided elsewhere than in
this section shall be liable on summary conviction to a

10 penalty not exceeding #fty pounds in the ease of a first
conviction for such an offence, and to a penalty not
exceeding two h##dred pounds in the ease of a subsequent
conviction for such an offence.

11. Nothing in this Act shall affect the operation of 'patents,
15 the Patents, Designs, and Trade-marks Act, 1908. Trade-marks

Designs, and

Act, 1908,
not affected.

Bee Reprint
of Statutes,
Vol. VI, p. 644

12. (1) The Governor-General may from time to
time, by Order in Council, make all such regulations as
may in his opinion be necessary or expedient for giving
full effeet to the provisions of this Act and for the due

20 administration thereof.

(2) All regulations made under this Aet shall be
laid before Parliament within twenty-eight days after
the making thereof if Parliament is then in session, and,
if not, shall be laid before Parliament within twenty-

25 eight days after the commencement of the next ensuing
session.

By Authority: R. E. OWEN, Government Printer, Wellington.-1949.
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