This Pusric B originated in the Houss or REPRESENTATIVES, and
having this day passed as now printed is transmitted to the
Lecstative Councin for its concurrence. '

House of Representatives,
23vd July, 1885.

Mr. Bruce.

SEAMEN REPRESENTATION.

ANALYSIS.
Title. R 14. New electors may have electoral rights issued.
Preamble. 15. <« Regulation of Hlections Act, 1881,”
1. Short Title. apply.
2. Interpretation. : 16. Returning Officers appointed.
3. One member granted. 17. Nominations.
4, Seamen qualified to elect. 18. Poll to be taken.
5. Qualification of members. 19. Polling-places.
6. Ceasing to be an electornot o cause member | 20. Time poll to remain open.
to lose his seat. 21. Person voting to produce his electoral right.
7. Preparation of lists. 22. Electoral right of vote to be indorsed by Re-
8. Claims to have name placed on roll. turning Officer.
9. ¢ Registration of Electors Act, 1879,” to apply. | 23. Masters of ships to allow seamen to vote.
10. Lists to be sent to Secretary of Customs. 24, If electoral rights lost, duplicates to be
11. Roll to be formed. issued.
12. Electoral rights to be issued. 25. Penalty for false declaration.
138, Electoral rights to remain in force for three Schedules.
years.

A BILL INTITULED

AN Acr to grant Representation to Seamen in the House of Repre- mige.
sentatives.

WHEREAS, from the nature of their avocation, seamen belonging to Preamble.
5 the Colony of New Zealand are prevented from voting at the election
of members of the House of Representatives: And whereas every
clags in the community should be represented in Parliament: And
whereas it is desirable that special provision should be made for the
representation of seamen in the House of Representatives :
10 B=E 1T THEREFORE ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zea-
land in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows :—
1. The Short Title of this Act is “The Seamen Representa- Short Title.
tion Act, 1885.”
15 9. In this Act, if not inoonsistlent with the context,— Interpretation..
No. 41—2. '
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2 Seamen ILtepresentation.
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Seamen Representatlion. 3

11. The Secretary of Customs shall form a roll which shall con-
sist of the various lists sent to him, and such roll shall from time to
time be the roll for the election of a member under this Act.

12. The Secretary of Customs shall, 1mmedntely after recelving
the firgt lists, and every three years thereafter, forward to the various
Coﬂeoums of Customs a seaman’s electoral right, in the form set forth
in-the Second Schedule hereto, for each person whose name shall be

“on the roll, and who shall not have during the three preceding year

received an electoral right; and the Collectors of Customs shall st
once take steps to deliver or forward to the seamen concerned the
said electoml rights. ‘

. All electoral i ights, except those to be issued in pursuance
of the jam teenth clause of thls Act, shall remain in force for three
years from the date of issue.

14. Every person whose name is put on the roll ab any time
after one set of electoral rights has been issued, but before the
et is vcadv for iggue,shall be entitled to have an electordl
issued to him within fourteen days after his name is put on the
but aﬂl electo a‘i rights to be issued in pursuance of this clause
"m‘gﬂ ha next issue of electoral rights.

The Begulatlon of Eleotlons AGD, 1881,”
his Act, shall in every respect apply o

right
1’01 :

’E lf:
except 80 fgi as m 'éy
the 016 tions under thls Act.

. The Uecrenazy of Customs and each Collector of Customs
maﬂ 1‘Cspeeu1vely be Eeturning and Deputy Returning Officers under
this Act. ‘

17. The nomination of a member shall be as follows: Any

eaman qualified as an elector may, by writing under his hand,

rominate a person qualified to be elected as a candidate; and if
this nomination be signed by two other seamen qualified as electors,
and delivered to the Bbommng Officer or his Deputy on or before
the day appointed for that purpose, the person nominated shall be
deemed to be duly nominated.

18. If more than one person be nominated, a poll shall be
taken.

1¢. The poll shall be taken by ballot, and every customhouse
in the colony shall be a poﬂm -place ; and the Governor may, in
places where theve is no customhouse, appoint places for the taking
may appoint Returning Officers thereat.

The poll shall be open for Bwenty-mght days, from ten ante-
meridian till three post-meridian on each day.

21. At every polling-place there shall be a copy of the roll, and
no person shall be permitted to vote unless he produces his electoral
right ; but no seaman shall vote by virtue of this Act if he hag within
siz months before an election under this.Act voted by virtue of the
residential qualification mentioned in ¢ The Qualification of Electors
Aect, 1879.”

22. On production by an elector of his electoral right, and on
being satisfied that the name of such elector appears on the roll,
and that he is the person whose name is on the électoral right, and
that he has not previously voted at the election, nor voted on any
residential qualification within siz months prior to the day of tender-
ing his vote on his seaman’s right, the Returning or Deputy Returning
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4 Seamen Representation.

Officer shall give such elector a voting-paper, and shall endorse the
electoral right thus: “Voted; election held from to 7
and the date of the said voting, and sign his name, and seal or stamp
the voting-paper with the Returning Officer’s seal or stamp.

28. Hvery master of a ship which happens to be in a port where
there is a polling-booth, at a time when there is a poll being taken
under this Act, shall, at the request of any of the crew being
electors, allow such person or persons to go ashore and vote; and
every master refusing as aforesaid to permit any of his crew to vote
shall be liable to one month’s imprisonment with hard labour.

24. Any person who may lose his electoral right shall be en-
titled to a duplicate thereof on the payment of two shillings and,
making the declaration in the Third Schedule hereto.

25. Any person who wilfully makes a false declaration in respect
of any of the particulars required to be stated in any claim or de-
claration under this Act shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
twenty pounds, or to any term not exceeding three months’ im-
prisonment. ,

SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.
Cratvy 7oR ENROLMENT.

To the Collector of Customs atb .
I murEBY claim to have my name inserted on the list of seamen gualified to elect a
member of the House of Representatives ; and I declare that I have been engaged at
sea for two years, and have sailed in a ship registered [or owned] in the Colony of
New Zealand [or resided in the Colony of New Zealand] for the six months imme-
diately preceding the date hereof.
Dated the day of , 18
(Name.)
(Address.)
(Occupation.)
Signed and declared by the claimant, this
day of , before me, )
Collector of Customs [or Justice of the
Peacs, or an elector of the colony].

SECOND SCHEDULR.
Ermcroran Rigmt.

Tais is to certify that is qualified as an elector for a member to represent
seamen in the House of Representatives in pursuance of « The: Seamen Representa-
tion Act, 1885.” ¢
. (Secretary of Customs.)
Indorsed :—Voted ; election held from to .
Dated this day of , 18
(Returning Offcer.)

THIRD SCHEDULE.
D=rcrnaraTion or Loss oF Ermcroran Rigam.
I [name in full].do heveby declare that I am the [Here inser: name of declarant)
whose name is on the roli of elsctors for a member to represent seamen in the House
of Representatives, and that I have not parted with my electoral right to any person
whomscever, for any purpose whatsoever; but that the same hag been lost or mislaid
or destroyed.
Signed by the said , in the presence
of , Collector of Customs [or
Justice of the Peace].

By Authority : GEoraE DpspURY, Government Printer, Wellington.—1885,
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