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A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to amend the Soil Conservation and Rivers Title.
Control Act 1941.

BE IT ENACTED by the Gonoral Asseinbly of Now
5 Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority

of the same, as follows:-
1. This Act may bo cited as the Soil Conservation and Short Title,

Rivers Control Amendment Act 1952, and shall be read 
together with and deeined part of the Soil Conservation 1941, No. 12

10 and Rivers Control Aet 1941 (hereinafter referred to as
the prineipal Act).
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Constitution
of Soil

Conservation

and Rivers
Control Council.

1946, No. 29

2 Soil Conservation and Rivers Controt Amendment

2. (1) Section three of the principal Act, as amended
by section three of the Soil Conservation and Rivers
Control Amendment Act 1946, is hereby further amended
by repealing subsection two, and substituting the 
following subsection:-

" (2) The Council shall consist of-
" (a) One person who shall be an officer of

the Ministry of Works to be appointed by the
Governor-General on the recommendation

of the Minister:

" (b) The Director-General of Lands:
"(c) The Director-General of Agriculture:
" (d) The Director of Forestry:
" (e) One person to be appointed by the Governor-

General on the recommendation of the

Minister:

Struck out

*(f) Six persons to be appointed by the Governor-
General on the recommendation of the

Minister, one of whom shall be nominated by
the Municipal Association of New Zealand,
Incorporated, as representing Borough
Councils and Town Boards; two by the New
Zealand Counties Association, Incorporated,
one as representing County Cmineils of the
North Island, and one as representing County
Councils of the South Island; one by the
New Zealand Drainage and _River Boards
Association, or by the New Zealand Catch-
ment Boards Association, as representing
River Boards, Drainage Boards, and Catch-
ment Boards of the North Island; one by
the New Zealand Drainage and River Boards
Association, or by the New Zealand Catch-
inc,.nt Boards Association, as representing
River Boards, Drainage Boards, and Catch-
Inent Boards of the South Island; and one
by an organization of farmers, as represent-
ing agricultural and pastoral interests."

Netr

"(f) Revcm persons to be appointed by the Governor-
G i.noral on the recommendation of the
Minister, one of whom shall he nominated
by the Municipal Association 01 New
Zealand, Incorporated, as representing
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Soil Conservation and Rivers Controt Amendment 3

Borough Councils and Town Boards; two
by the New Zealand Counties· Association,
Incorporated, one as representing County
Councils of the North island, and one as

5 representing County Councils of tlic: South
1 Nland; two by the New Zealand Catchinent
Boards' Association, one as representing
Cateliment Boards of the North Island, and
cmp. as representing Catchment Boards of

10 tlic, Soutli Island: one. by the New Ze:iland
Drainage and River 130:trds Association, as
representing River Boards and Drainage
Boards ; and one by an organization of
farmers, as representing agricultural aild

15 pastoral interests."
(2) Subsection ono of section three of the Soil Con-

servation and Rivers Control Amendment Act 1946 is
hereby consequentially repealed.

(3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in
20 section three of the principal Act, the person first

appointed to the Council after the commencement of this
Act under paragraph (a) of subsection two of that
section (as substituted by this sectic,n), and the [per*OM]
persons first appointed after the commencement of thi>t

25 Act :1+ representing River Boards, and Drainage Boards,
and as representing Catchment Boards of the South
Islancl,shall be appointed for a term expiring on the
saine date mi that of the other appointed meinhers of the
Council.

30 (4) The person holding office at the commencement
of this Act as representing the Commissioner of Works
shall be deemed to have been appointed under paragraph
(e) of subsection two of section three of the principal
Act, as set out in subsection one of this section.

33 (5) The person holding office at the commencement of
this Aet as representing River Boards, Drainage Boards,
and Catchment Boards shall be deemed to have been
appointed as representing Utit:e.'r Boards, Draimige
Boards, andl Catehinent Boards of the North 1,sland.

40 3.(1) Section twenty-four of the principal Act is
hereby amended by inserting in subsection two, after
the words " or of ", the words " the whole or ".

(2) Section twenty-four of the principal Act is hereby
further allien(led hy adding the following [subsection]

45 subsections :-

Colitributions

by local
authorities

towards cost

of constructing
or maintaining
works executed
by Council.
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of Statutes,
Vol. V, p. 180
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of Deputy
Chairman.

4 9011 Comiser vatio,4 and Itivers Control Amendment

" (7) Where, in the opinion of the local authority,
works umlertaken under this Nectic)11 (whether under·
taken before or after the commencement of this
subsection and whether completed or not) 13(11(fit a
Imrtic·tilar portion 01' its district, the 1(,cal authority may, 5
hy wi,44·inl order defining the portion, declare the work
to he a Apecial work, and may make and levy a speeial
works rate (wilethiq· or not the work,1 are on a navigable
river) 011 :ill proprrly within the portion so definrd l'or
the purpo,9, 01' del'i'aving the Rwal autlic,rit> 's slittre of 10
the coxt of the work :ind (,1' the Ilittint(,11:liw(, 111(.reor.

iv' (1'14'

"(8) Wherp :1 11 agreement uncler this section has
been niade (whether be fore or :11'ter the eommeneement
of this subsection) between tlic, Council and a County 15
Council in respect of a work affecting a watereourse,
the.County Council inay, by resollition, declare tlie work
to be a drainage work, micl thereupon the provisions of
sections one hundred and sixty-seven to one hundred
and eighty-two o f the Countie>: Act 1920 (excepting 20
subsection two and subsection six of section one hundred

and sixty-eight of that Act) shall apply to that work."
4, (1) Section fifty-eight of the principal Act is hereby

amended by adding the following subsection:-
" (5) The. Board may if it thinks fit at any time 25

appoint one of its members to be Deputy Chairman, to
carry out the duties of the Chairman in the absence of
the Chairman, and may at any time revoke any sueh
appointment. The Deputy Chairman shall, so long as he
continues to be a member of the Board, hold that office 30
until the revocation of liis appointment or the appoint-
ment of his successor."

(2) Section sixty-two of the principal Aet is hereby
amended by repealing subsection two, and substituting
the following subsection:- 35

" (2) If at any meeting of the Board the Chairman
for the time being is not present or there is no Chairman,
the Deputy Chairman shall preside at the meeting; and
in any such case, if the Deputy Chairman is not present
at the meeting or there is no Deputy Chairman, the 40
inembers present shall choose one of their number to be
the chairman of that meeting. The Deputy Chairman or
person so chosen shall have and may exercise in any such
e:ise :111 the powers and functions of the Chairman for the
purposes of the meeting. " 45
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5. Section fifty-nine of the principal Act is hereby Remuneration

amended by omitting the word,i " one hundred and fifty of' Cliairnian
pounds ",· and substituting the words " two hundred
poundH ".

3 6. Section (fighty of the principal Act is 11(:reby Salaries and
:miended by adding the following subsection :-- allow:iliers

payable to
" (3) Sul,Keetion one of tlii:< Bection slitill he deemed offieers of

to authorize and from its commencement to have Catehnient

Board While

authorized the payment to any officer of the Board of atte i iditig
10 sueh salaries and allowances as the Board thinks reason- conferences.

able in respect of his attendance at any conference,
meeting, or course of study or training that in the
opinion of the Board will render him better fitted to
carry out his duties for the Board."

15 7. Section eighty-five of the principal Act is hereby General rates,
amended by adding the following subsection:-

" (3) From the proceeds of every such rate there may
be deducted such sum as in the opinion of the Board
is necessary to defray the cost of making and levying

20 the rate and of the supervision and clerical work
necessary in connection with the expenditure thereof. "

8. Section eighty-six of the principal Act is hereby separate rates
amended by inserting, aftor subsection one, the following for maintenance

of works which
subsection:- cannot be

25 " (1,0 Where any work has been constructed and a otherwise

triaintained.
rate for the maintenance thereof cannot be levied under

section eighty-nine or section ninety-one of this Act, the
Board may from time to time, either in addition to or
instead of any general rate, make and levy a separate

30 rate for that purpose:
" Provided that the total amount of separate rates

and general rates together shall not exceed the amount
of the maximum general rate referred to under section
eighty-five of this Act. "

36 9. Section eighty-six of the principal Act is hereby Separate rates
for portionfurther amended by omitting from subsection four the of district.

words " wholly within ", and substituting the words
" wholly for the benefit of ".

10. Section eighty-nine of the principal Act is hereby Maintenance
40 amended by adding to subsection two the following StffZk.

proviso:-
" Provided that there way be deducted from the

proceeds of ally sllch rtil , such sum as iii the opinion of
the Board is necessary to defray the eost of niaking and

45 levying the rate and of the supervision and clerical work
necessary in eonneetion with the expenditure thereof. "
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6 Boil Conservation and Rivers Control Amendment

11. Section ninety of the principal Act is hereby
amended by adding to silbseetion two the following
proviso:-

" Provided that there may be deducted from the
proceeds of any such rate such sum as in the opinion of 5
the Board is necessary to defray the cost of making and
levying the rate and of the supervision and clerical work
necessary in connection with the expenditure thereof. "

12. Section ninety-one of the principal Act is hereby
amended by adding to subsection two the following 10
proviso :-

" Provided that there inay be deducted from the
proceeds of any such rate such sitin as in tlie opinion of
the Board is necessary to defrav the eoit of 111;1.1;ing and
levying the rate and of the supervision and clerical work 15
necessary in connection with the expenditure thereof."

13. Section ninety-two of the principal Act is hereby
amended by repealing subsection three, and substituting
the following subsections :-

" (3) Where any classification of lands within a catch- 20
ment distriet is made pursuant to section one hundred
and two hereof, the Valuer-General shall, in every
case where portions of any piece of land are classified in
different classes, apportion the rateable value of that
piece of land between the several portions thereof and 25
supply particulars of the apportionment to the Board.

" (4) In every ease where any rateable value which
has been so apportioned is subsequently altered, the
Valuer-G eneral shall make a fresh apportionment of the
new rateable value and shall give notice thereof to the 30
Board and to· each owner and each occupier of the land.
The Board or any such owner or oceupier may object to
the fresh apportionment within such time as is fixed by
the Valuer-General in the notice, and every such objee-
tion shall be heard and determined as if it were an 35
objection to a valuation under section nineteen of the
Valuation of Land Act 1951, and the provisions of
sections twenty to twenty-four of that Act shall apply
accordingly.

" (5) In every case where an apportionment of tlic 40
rateable value of any piece of land between several
portions thereof is made or varied as a result of an
objection as aforesaid, the united rateable value of all
the portions shall be equal to tile rateable value of the
piece of land. 4
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" (6) The cost of preparing the certified copy of the
valuation roll or the statement referred to in subsection

two hereof and the cost of preparing the apportionment
or reappartionment and supplying the particulars

5 referred to in subsections three and four hereof, shall be
paid by the Board."

14. The principal Act is heroby amended by insert- Liability of
Catehment

ing, after section one hundred, the following section :- Boards for

" 10(}A. Where a Catehment Board owns any land rates.
10 (other than land permanently used in connection with

its administrativ offices and the workshops and yards
incidental thereto) whieh it uses for soil conservation
and river control purposes and, in any rating year, there
is no occupier of the land other than the Board and no

15 revenue is received from the land, no rates shall be pay-
able in that rating year in respect of the land."

15. (1) Section one lizindred and two of the principal General
Act is hereby aniendecl hb. repealing Bul)spetion four, and *?3Lation
substituting the following subsections :

20 " (4) Every classification so made shall be set forth in
a list, which Iist shall-

" (a) Be signed by the Chairman of the Board after
the Board has, by resolution, adopted the
classification:

25 " (b) Include a statement of the proportions in which
the rate is to he imposed on the several
classes of land to which the list relates:

"(C) Include the following information in respect of
each piece of land included in the list-

30 " (i) Particulars from the valuation roll
of the district for the time being in force, of
the valuation number, situation, description,
area, names of owner and oeeupier, and rate-
able value, of the land; and

35 " (ii) The apportionment made by the
Valuer-General, pursuant to section ninety-
two of this Act, of the rateable value of the
land between the several classes thereof; and

" (d) Include the number of votes exereisable in
40 accordance with section one hundred and ten

of this Aet by each ratepayer:
"(e) Have attached thereto a map of the land to

which the list relates showing by distinctive
colouring the outer boundaries of each class

45 of land.
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4' (51. Every classification list so made shall be deemed
for the purposes of the Local Bodies' Loans Act 1926
to be tlic special rc,11 01' ratepayers 01' the arra to which
it relates :

" Provided tliat no objection under tliat Aet inay be 5
lodged in respect of the list:

" Provided also that the copy of the list for the use
of persons conducting or supervising any poll shall be
sufficient if it includes the names of the persons entitled
to vote and the number of votes to which each is entitled 10

and it shall not be necessary for it to include any other
particulars.

" (6) Upon the completion of any such classification
list the Board shall fortliwith causr public notice to bo.
given- 15

" (a) That the land has been classified :
" (b) Of the proportions in which the rate is to be

imposed on the several classes of land:
" (c) Of the place where the elassification list maybe

inspected during a period of twenty-eight 20
days following the day of the giving of the
notice:

" (d) That the classification list is deemed to be a
special roll of ratopayers for the purposes of
the Local Bodies' Loans Act 1926: 25

"(e) That the classification list includes an appor-
tionment by the Valuer-General of the
rateable value of the land in those eases

where portions of a pic,cer of land ar classi-
lied in different classes: 30

"(f) That there are no rights of objection or appeal
in respect of the matters appearing in the
classification list except those given by
section one hundred and three of this Act:

" (g) Of the last day on which any appeal may be 35
lodged in aeeordanee with that section."

(2) Where a classification list has been prepared
nd signed by the Chairman of the. Board before, the

mencement of this Act and it is not desired to
"e a fresh classification list in accordance with 40

ne hundred and two of the principal Act as
v this section. appeals against the classifica-

- be made, polls may he taken, and all
"oedings dependant on the el:issifieation

need, continued,:ind completed under 45
 f thi Act had not boen passed:
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Provided that, where a poll is taken in any sueh case,
the special roll of ratepayers for use in connection with
the poll shall be sufficient if it includes the names of the
persons entitled to vote and the nurnber of votes to

5 which each is entitled, and it shall not be necessary for
it to include any other partieulars.

16. The principal Act is hereby amended by repealing Appeal against
section one hundred and three, and substituting the elusilipation,apportionment,
following seetion:- and xing of

10 " 103. (1) Any person aggrieved by any classification proportions in
which rates to

or apportionment of rateable values or fixing of pro- be borne.
portions in which the rates are to be borne by the various
classes may appeal against the same on all or any of the
following grounds:-

15 " (a) That the classification does not fairly elassify
the land of the appellant:

"(b) That any land liable to be classified is omitted
from the classification or is not fairly
classified:

20 " (c) That any land is improperly included within or
excluded from the area to which the classi-

fication relates:

"(d) That the proportions in which the rates are
proposed to be imposed on the several classes

25 do not fairly represent the varying degrees
of benefit to the land in the several classes,
or that the proportion of the rate imposed
on any particular class or classes is too great
or too small:

30 " (e) That the rateable value of any piece of land is
not fairly apportioned between the portions
thereof which are classified in different
classes:

" (f) That any information in the classification list
35 has been incorrectly transeribed from the

valuation roll:

" (g) That the number of votes that may be exercised
by him is not in accordance with section one
hundred and ten of this Act.

40 " (2) The Valuer-General and any employee of the
Valuation Department authorized by him in that behalf,
and the Board and any member thereof authorized by it
in that behalf, shall have a right of appeal as if he or it
were an aggrieved person. The Valner-General and any

2
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employee of the Valuation Department authorized by
him in that behalf shall be entitled to be heard on any
question of valuation arising directly or indirectly in
any appeal.

" (3) No person may object to or appeal against 5
any such classification, apportionment, or ]fixing of
proportions-

" (a) On any grounds other than those specified in
subsection one of this section; or

"(b) Under any other Act or regulations or by any 10
proceedings other than those specifted in
this section.

" (4) In the ease of an appeal under subsection one
of this seetion, a notice of appeal describing the land in
respect of whieh the appeal is made and setting out the 15
grounds of the appeal shall, not later than twenty-one
days after the expiration of the twenty-eight days
appointed for the inspection of the classification list, be
filed in the office of the Magistrate's Court nearest to
the oface of the Board and, not later than the last day 20
on which the notice may be given, one copy thereof shall
be lodged at the office of the Board and another at the
office of the Valuer-General and, where the appeal is by
the Valuer·Ceneral or any employee of the Valuation
Department or by the Board or any member thereof, a 25
copy shall be served on every person affected by the
appeal.

" (5) The appeal shall be heard by a Magistrate
exercising jurisdiction in such Court as aforesaid at
such convenient time and place as the [Magistrate] 30
Registrar, on the application of the appellant or the
Board, shall appoint. The party making the application
shall give notice of the time and plaee of the hearing to
[the Faluer-General a#d to the other partv (being either
the Board or the appellant)] all other interested persons 35
including the Valuer·Ceneral and the Board.

" (6) On the hearing of any such appeal, the
Magistrate may confirm the classification list or cause
the classification list or any detail therein to be amended
in sueh manner as he thinks reasonable and shall sign 40
the list as so amended and every ainendment made
by him.

" (7) The fees prescribed under the Magistrates'
Courts Act 1947 shall be payable on any such appeal.

" (8) On any such appeal the Magistrate may award 45
such costs as he deems just either in favour of or against
the appellant."
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17. The principal Act is hereby amended by inserting Loans to meet
after seetion one hundred and eight, the following emergencyexpenditure
section:- may be charged

108A. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 00 ;171. Part
5 any other enactment, where (before or after the eom-

meneement of this Aet) a Board has raised or raises a
loan under section seven of the Local Bodies Finance see Reprint

of Statutes.Aet 1921-22, the Board shall have and be deemed always Vol. V p.'358
to have had power to constitute a defined part of its

10 district a special rating area to secure the repayment of
the loan and of the interest thereon.

18. (1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in completion of
works not to

the principal Act or any other Act, where (before or after affect

the commencement of this Act) any moneys have been glassification
15 advanced by the Council to a Board for the purpose of m3221

carrying out any works and the Board has agreed to
repay those moneys with or without interest, or where
(before or after the commencement of this Act) the
Board has expended moneys under the authority of

20 section seven of the Local Bodies' Finance Aet 1921-22,
the completion or partial completion of the works before
the making of the classification for the purposes of any
rate to be levied under the principal Aet shall not affect
the classification.

25 (2) Seetion 20 of the Finance Aet (No. 2) 1947 is 1947, No. 45
hereby repealed.

19. (1) Section one hundred and ten of the principal Number of
votes thatAet is hereby amended by repealing subsection three, ratepayer may

and substituting the following subsection:- exercise at

30 " (3) No person shall be entitled to vote upon the loan poll.
proposal to raise a special loan if the land in respect of
which his name appears in the classification list for the
district is classified as Class G land on that list. 3,

(2) Seetion one hundred and ten of the principal Aet
35 is hereby amended by adding the following subsections:-

"(5) In any case where more than one person
appears on the classilication list as the oeeupier of any
one property, then, for the purpose of voting, only the
person whose name appears first on that list in respect

40 of that property shall be entitled to vote in respect
thereof.

" (6) Where any change in the ownership, occupation,
or valuation of any land oeeurs after the elassication
of the Iand has been adopted, the Board shall make such

45 amendments to the classification list as will enable each
[owner and] oceupier who is affected by the change to
exercise the correct number of votes in respect of the
land. "
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Damage to 20. The principal Act is hereby amended by revoking
watereourses section one hundred and fifty-four, and substituting the
and works.

following section :-
" 154. ( 1) Every person who, without the written

approval of the Council or Board concerned, wilfully 5
destroys or damages any watereourse or defence against
water which is in any district or is under the control
of the Council or of any Board, or is constructed,
established, or maintained under this Act by the Council
or by any Board, or who, without the written approval 10
of the Council or Board concerned, wilfully destroys or
damages any plantation or work under the control of the
Council or of any Board, commits an indictable offence
and shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a
term of three years or to a fine not exceeding five 15
hundred pounds.

" (2) Every person who, without the written approval
of the Council or Board concerned, destroys or damages
any watercourse or defence against water which is in any
distriet or is under the control of the Council or of any 20
Board or is constructed, established, or maintained under
this Aet by the Council or by any Board, or who, without
the written approval of the Council or Board concerned,
destroys or damages any plantation or work under
the control of the Council or of any Board whether 25
or not he has been guilty of an offence against this
section, shall be liable to pay to the Council or to the
Board, as the case may be, the whole cost of restoring
or repairing the damage or injury; and the amount
thereof shall be reeoverable as a debt due to the Council 30

or to the Board as the ease may be."
tnterfering with 21. (1) Section one hundred and fifty-Ive of the
flood channels. principal Act is hereby amended by adding to subsection

one the words " or on land in the district on which, if
no such defence was created, flood waters might eneroach 35
or flow ".

(2) Section one hundred and fifty-five of the
principal Act is hereby further amended by omitting from
subsection, two the words " who commits an offence

against this section is liable ", and substituting the words 40
" who fails to comply with or acts in contravention of any
of the provisions of this section commits an offence and
shall be liable on summary conviction ".
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