
SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Tms Bill is a compilation of the Seientifie and Industrial Research Act 1926
and its amendments now in force. It assembles the existing legislation into
one Aet, but makes no change in the law, except as noted below. The disposition
in the Bill of existing provisions to be repealed and replaeed, and the reasons
for omission of existing provisions to be repealed without replacement, are shown
in the subjoined Poniparative Table.

Seetic,11 70 (2  of the Statutes Amendment Act 1936 has been dropped
in accordance with the present policy of eonfining to the Publie Works Depart-
ment and the Lands and Survey Department the power to aequire land for
Government purposes; clause 7 of the Bill, representing section 70 (3) of the
Aet of 1936. is consequently amended.

The soiirces of the Bill are shown in the marginal notes.
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A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to consolidate and amend certain enactinents Title.
relating to scientific and industrial research.

5 BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:-

1, This Aet may be cited as the Scientific and short Title
Industrial Research Act 1952, and shall come into force and

commencement.
10 on the first day of January, 'nineteen b.undred amd Afty-

three.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise Interpretation.
requires,- 1926, No. 28,

Council " means the Council of Scientific and s. 2

1945 No. 6

15 Industrial Research constituted by this Act: s, 2 ' '

No. 45--1
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2 Scienti/ie and I*idustrial Research

" Department " means the Department of Seien-
tilic and Industrial Research established under

this Act:
66 Minister " means the Minister of the Crown

for the time being charged by the Governor- 5
General with the administration of this Act:

" New Zealand standard of measurement ", in
relation to any physical quantity, means such
standard of measurement of that quantity as
may for the time being be prescribed by any 10
Act, Proelamation, or regulations as the
standard of measurement of that quantity for
New Zealand:

" Physical quantity " means any physical quan-
tity whatsoever, and inc'ludes length, voluine, 15
weight, mass, time, heat. light, and electricity :

" Principal standard nieasure ", in relation to any
New Zealand standard of ineasurement, means
the principal standard measure in New
Zealand for that standard of Ineasureinent: 20

" Standard measure ", in relation to any standard
of nieasureinent, means a physical representa-
tion or means of representation of that
standard of measure.ment.

3, There is hereby establishc,cl a Department of State 25
to be called the Department of Scientific and industrial
Research, which shall be the sainc, Department as that
existing under the same name at the commencement of
this Aet, and which, under the control of the Minis<ter,
shall have the administration of this Act and such 30
other functions as may from time to time be lawfully
conferred upon it.

4. There shall from time to time be appointed a
Permanent Secretary o f the Department ( who shall be
the administrative head thereof) and such other officers 35
as may be deemed necessary.

5. (1) The Department shall be charged with the
maintenance and administration of such scientific services

and laboratories as may be transferred to it, or as may
be hereafter created or established and placed under 40
its charge,
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(2) It shall also be the duty of the Department to
advise the Government on all questions of policy relating
to seientifie matters that may be referred to it.

( 3) The Department shall also be charged with the
5 following functions, namely:-

(a) To maintain all principal standard measures
for the time being in th„ enstocly of the
Minister:

( b) To compare principal standard measures with
10 corresponding standard ineasures outside New

Zealand by such methods and at such intervals
as may from time to time be prescribed by
any Aet or regulations or (subject to any such
Act or regulations or so far as they do not

15 extend) as way be directed or approved by
the Minister:

(c) To compare with principal standard measures,
and to certify, such copies thereof and such
secondary standard measures or denomina-

20 tions derived therefrom as inay froin time to
time be required.

6. ( 1) The Minister shall from time to time proeure
or provide such principal standard measures and such
copies thereof as illay be required for any New Zealand

25 standards of measurenient.

(2) The Minister shall have the custody of the
principal standard uwasure for every New Zealand
standard of measurement, whether procured before or
after the passing of this Act.

30 7. Any land required for the purposes of the _Depart-
nient may be taken under the provisions of the Public
Works Act 1928 as for a public work.

8. (1) There is herein established an Advisory
Council to he called the Collne.il of Scientific and Tndus-

35 1 rial Nes,ar<41. Thr (1(,tincil shall consist of a (11]aii·iijan
and not inure than right (,ther members, who shall be
appointed by the Governor-General for a term not
excreding four years, save that any such men*er may
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be reappointed, or may at any time be removed from
office by the Governor-General, or may resign his omee
by writing addressed to the Minister.

(2) Not more than two members of the Council may
be officers employed in the service of the Government, 5
who may be appointed as members of the Council by
virtue of their offee. Notwithstanding anything to the
contrary in the foregoing provisions of this seetion as
to tenure 01' omee, any person to whom this subsection
applies inay he appointed to hold office for so long as 10
he continues to hold the office by virtue whereof he was
appointed.

(3) If any member of the Council is absent from
New Zealand, or for other sufficient reason is not able.
to act in his eapacity as a tii<inber, the Minister may 15
appoint a suitable person in his{ steacl to hold omee. aM
a teniporary member of the Council for Nueh term, not
exceeding the unexpired period of the term of office of
the meniber Mo unable to act, as the Minister directs.

(4) All the provisions of this Act shall apply to every 20
such temporary member in all respects as if he were a
duly appointed member of the Council, but while any
such temporary member remains in office no allowance or
travelling expenses under section twelve hereof shall be
payable to the member in whose stead the temporary 26
meiliber was appointed.

9. ( 1) Meetings of the Council shall be held at such
times and places as the Council, with the approval of
the Minister, may from time to time appoint:

Provided that meetings shall be held at intervals not 30
exceeding three months in any ease.

(2) At all meetings four members of th,. Council
shall constitute a quorum.

(3) The Permanent Secretary of the Department
shall by virtue of his ofice be entitled to attend and 35
Mpeak at all meetings of the Council, but shall not be
entitled to vote thereat.

(4) Save as provided herein the Council shall
detrrmine its own proeediti·(.
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10. ( 1 ) It shall be the cluty ol' the Council-- Functions and

duty of(a) To consider and report to the Minister upon Council.

thi. scientific aspects 01' atl proposals inacle to 1926, No, 2*,
the Departinent for the encouragement and s. 8
organization of scientific and industrial
research :

(b) To submit annually to thc, Minister a programine
of the work, witli rwtimates of the cost thereof,
for each of the scientific institutions and

10 services under the control of the Department:
(c) To make recominendations as to the expenditure

of money by the Department iii grants for
purposes of scionti fie research :

(d) To advise the Government oil tlie scientific
15 aspects of any proposals macie. by any other

Department of State and referred to the
Council for its consideration and recommenda-
tions.

(2) Subject to the. approval of the Minister, the
20 Council inay appoint such eominittees as it deems 

necessary to investigate and report on the work of any
of the scientific laboratories. services, and institutions
administered by the Departitkint. Any such committee
may consist wholly or partly of persons not being

25 nieinhers of the Council.

11. (1) There shall be a eoininittee (to be called the Industrial and
AgriculturalIndustrial Division of the Research Council), appointed Divisions of

by the Council aeting uncler the authority of section te* Researelk
hereof, to inve>tigate mattrrA relating particularly to

Council.

1931, No. 42,
30 research in industry : and ancitlier such coinmittee (to s, 3

be known as the Agricultural Division of the Research
Council), appointed in the same manner, to investigate
matter,4 relating particularly to research in agriculture.
The functions of any sueli committee shall not be limited

35 by anything in subsection two of the said section.
(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in

section three of the Board of Trade imendment Act see Reprint
, of Statutes.192.9 (limiting the membership of the Advisory Boara Vol. VIII, i,

thereunder to five nwinbers), the Industrial Division of 640
40 the Research Council shall, while no Advisory Board is

constituted under that section. he deemed to be the
Advisory Board uncle.1· that section.
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12. There shall be paid out 01' 111O11eys appropriated
hy Parliament ror the purpose to the inembers of the
Council or 01' any committee appointed by the Council
rrmtincratic)11 hy war of fees, salary, or allowances and
travelling allowailec.,4 01· ext)<,nses in accordance with the 5
140. and Travelling Allowance, Act 1951, and the pro-
visions 01' that Act shall applv necordingly.

13. (1) All discoveries, inventicms, alid iniprove-
inents in processes, api}aratils, and iliachineK made by
oflieers 01' the Department, or br persons in receipt of 10
any grant made by the Department for purposes of
scientific research and arising out of sue}i research, shall
be vested in the Crown as its sole property, and shall
be inade available for ilse on such conditions, including
the payinrnt of fees, royalties, or other moneys, as thr 15
Minister from time to time determines.

(2) There may be paid to any officer of the
Department or other person as aforesaid, iii respect of
any such discovery, invention, or improvement, such
amount by way o[ bonus or grant as inay be appropriated 20
by Parliament for the purpose.

14, The Department may charge Klic·11 fres and mar
agree to such conditions as it thinks fit for special
investigations earried out at t.he request 01' aily authority,
institution, association, firm, or person. 25

15. (1 ) The Governor-(leneral may from time to

time, hy Order in Courwil, inake regulations for thr
estaMisliinent and award, imolunients, and tenure of
,scholarships to be ealled National Research Seliolarships,
fellowships to be called National Researeli Fellowships, 30
and other awards to be called by such names as may be
preseribed.

(2) Such scholarships, fellowships, or other awards
as aforesaid shall be awarded to graduates of the
University of New Zealand or other qualified persons 35
for the purpose of enabling them to carry out indepen-
dent researeh in any branch of science.

(3) A diw proportion of sueli se.holarships, fellow-
ships, or other awards as aforesaid shall be awarded for
the purpose of encouraging research in connection with 40
matters relating to the industries of New Zealand,
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(4) All moneys payable in respect of seholarships,
fellowships, or other awards under this section shall be
paid out of moneys to be appropriated by Parliament
for the purpose, and, subject to such appropriation as

5 aforesaid, the Minister of Finance shall pay the amounts
from time to tillie payable to or on account of the
holders of National Research Scholarships, National
Research Fellowships, or other awards, as the ease nlay
he.

10 16. (1 ) The Governor-General may from time to
time, by Order in Council, make all sueh regulations as
inay be required for the purposes of this Act.

(2) Without limiting the power conferred on the
Governor-General by tlie /a,vt prece.ding Bllbseetion to

15 inake all such regulations as may be required for tlic.
purposes of this Act, it is hereby declared that
regulations, not inconsistent with any Act, may be made
under this< section for all or any of the following
purposes:-

20 (a) Prescribing nic.thc,cl 01' c'<,iiiparision and certift-
eation of copies of principal standard
measures and of standard measures derive.d

from principal standard nieasures :
(b) Prescribing the nature, form, and derivation of

25 New Zealand standards of nwasurement, not
being standards which are prescribed by or
under any other Act or whieli thrre is power
to prescril,r under any other Act.

17. Whereas ime of the functions of the Department.
30 of Heientifie and Ind ustrial Res<,arch c·stablished under

this Act is the concluct of scientific investigations in
relation to the priniar>- ancl secondary industries of New
Zealand: And whereas towards the fulfilment of this

function it was provisionally agreed between the Council
35 of Scientific and industrial Research and representatives

of persons engaged iii tlie growing and inilling of wheat
in Now Zealand, and relatod industries, that scientific
investigations should 1,0 carried out hy the Department
in relation to tlir growing of wheat in New Zealand and

40 its manufacture into floin' aii(l l,read : .ind whereas the

Regulations.
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conduct of such investigations necessitates the establish-
inent by the Department of laboratories kind the
employment of scientists, and it was agreed that contri-
butions towards the expense of carrying out such special
work should be made by persons having a proprietary 5
interest in the industries primarily concerned : And
whereas, to enable the Council to enter into an effective

agreement with the persons concerned, and to enable a
seheine to br forimilated to give Liffeet to vuch agreement,
it was desired to extend the powers of the Governor- 10
General in Council to make regulations for the purposes
of this Act: Be it therefore enacted as follows:-

(1 ) The power conferred on the Governor-General
in Council hy section sixteen hereof to make regulations
for the purpose of giving effect to this Act is hereby 15
extended to include power to make regulations, subject
to the provisions of this section, to impose on persons
01' the classes hereinafter specified an obligation to pay
into the Consolidated Funcl sneh levies as may from
time to time be prescribed. to he applied towards the cost 20
of establishing laboratories and carrying out scientific
researches in connection with the matters hereinbefore

referred to. All moneys paid into the Consolidated
Fund pursuant to thi section shall 1,<. credited to a
Deposit Account, and shall, froin time to time as 25
required, be applied as a ereclit in aid of the vote of the
Department of Scientific and inclustrial Research.

(2) Levies may be imposed uncle.r this section to lica
payable by-

(a) The producers of any wheat grown in Now 30
Zealancl, and sold or delivered to a flourmiller,
or to a grain merchant aN herein defined ;

(b) persons carrying on business as flourmillers ;
and

(c) The purchasers or other persons taking delivery 35
of floui· or wheatnic:al froni a flourinill.

(3) The amount 01' all levies payable as afor<,staid
shall be apportioned in aceordance with regulations
among the classes of eontributories referred to in the last
preceding subsection, and shall he compiited as follows :- 40
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(a) In respeet of the levy payable by any producer
01' wheat, it shall be computed by reference to
the quantity of wheat sold or delivered by him
to any grain merchant or flouriniller :

(b) In respect of the levy payable by a flournliller,
it shall be computed by reference to the
quantity of flour or wheatmeal delivered by
the flourmiller from his flourmill:

(c) In respect 01' the levy payable by a purchaser or
10 other person taking delivery of flour or wheat-

meal from a flourmill, it shall be computed by
reterenee to the quantity of that flour or
wlzeatmeal.

(4) The amount of the levies imposed .under this
915 ,feetion ,<hall not exceed,-

(a) In the ease of a producer of .wheat, twopence
halfpenny for every fifty bushels of wheat
delivered hy him to a flourmiller or grain
merchant :

20 (b) Tn the ease of a flourmiller, twopence halfpenny
for every ton of flour or wheatmeal delivered
froin the flourinill:

(c) Tn the case of a person taking delivery of flour
or wheatineal from a flourmill, twopenee half-

25 perrny for evrry ton of that flour or wheatineal.
(5) All levic,s pa,val}le pursuant to regulations linder

this >;retion shall he reeoverable in any Court of com-

petent ,jitrisclietion as a debt clue to the Crown. Unless
otherwise provided in ain- such regulations, the ainount

30 of any levy payable in respect of any wheat may be
recoverable in the first place from the grain nierchant
01' floui·miller to whoni that wheat has been delivered bv

thi, producer, and the aniozint of tiny levy parable by a
person taking delivery of any flour or wheatmeal from

35 a flourmill may he reeoverable iii the first place from
the flourmiller. On parment hy a grain merchant or
flourmiller 01' the amount of ain- levy on behalf of any
Dther pers<>11 that grain nierellant or flouriniller shall be
entitled to reeover the amount of that levy from the

40 person (m whose belialf the levy was so paid, as a debt
(lue to hini. and inay deduct the said ailiount froin any
moneys at any time owing hy him to any such person.

2
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(6) No regulations iinposing levies in aceordanee
with this section shall be macie unless th<, Governor-

General in Comic,il im Bati:fied that the imposition of
stleh levies iN in accordance with thc. terms of an

arrangpitiont made Ht a mouthig convened hy the Council 5
of Scientific and 1 ndustrial Re:earell of representatives
of persons vi,gaged in tlie grnwimf (n· marketing of wheat,
the inilling of wlic:at into flour, anct the mantifacture of
flour into I,read.

(7) For the purl)(,ses of this section a person whose 10
husim·>ts or part of whose business is the hnying and
Melling of irlieat sliall he dermed to lic, a grain nwrchant,
if th. ainount ofwheat litireliased hy him in :iny year
exceeds two thousand intslwls.

(8) This seetion ,dial| contimw in roler until the 15

thirty-first clay 01' 1.)<,cember, ninete<·11 huncirecl and fifty-
tllicv, 511}41 Sliall then oxpil e.

18. (1 ) The ('iitirtments :1,4,(4 lied iii the Hclu.chile
to this Act are hereby repealrd.

(2) \Vithout limiting the provisions 01' the Acts 20
Interpretation Act 1!)24. it is hereby cleclared that the
repeal 01' ain- proviion by tllis .let stiall not affeet any
docunient made or any thine whatsoever clone under the

provision so repealed or 1111(ier any eurrespon(ling t'(,1'mer
provisicm, ami evrry nicli clocittnent or thing, so far as it 25
is sul,sisting or in forer at the timp of the repeal ancl
eould have |}eri, illacir or (inne under thi>t Act, Ahall
continue and have effect as if it had been made or done

under the eorresponding provision of this let and as if
that provision had been in Force when the document was 30
macip or th, thing was dom·
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