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1.AS REPORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE, 18TH
SEPTEMBER, 1901. ]

Mi. Pirani.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE (No. 2).
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COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

4. Every child between seven and fifteen to
attend school. Exemptions. Proviso.

5. Proceedings to compel attendances. Penaloy
for diobeying order of Justices.

6, Penalty on parents for inconstant attendance
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7. Proceedings for penalties.
8. Truant Officers.

9, Wht deemed evidence of appointment of
Truant Inspectors, officers, &c.

10. Penalties to be paid into Board Fund.
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COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AT NATIVE SCHOOLS.

11. Interpretation.
12. Compulsory attendance of Native children

at school. Exemptions.
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A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to promote Regular Attendance at Public Schools. Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as fol-

5 lows:-

1. The Short Title of this Act is " The School Attendance Short Title.
Act, 1901 (No. 2)." It shall be read together with " The Education
Act, 1877" (hereinafter referred to as " the principal Act ").

2. " The School Attendance Act, 1894," is hereby repealed. 1Repeal.

10 3. For the purposes of this Act " public schools " shall include Interpretation,
any day-school attendance at which is considered suflicient com-
pliance with section four of this Act, and the provisions of Part I.
shall apply to any Maori or half-caste children attending public
schools.

15 " Attendance shall mean a period of at least two hours'
instruction at a public school within the school district in which the
child resides, unless exempted under section four hereof.

" Parent " includes guardian, and the householder in whose
family a child resides.

20 Nem.

" Public conveyance " includes any coach, or ferry, or other
means of public conveyance by which a child may obtain free transit
for the purpose of attending school.

PART I.

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

4. Subject to the provisions of the principal Act, every child Every child between
seven and fifteen to

between the age of seven years and the age of #bee* fourtee,1 yearS astend school.
is hereby required to attend some public school.

No. 53-2.
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Exemptions. Provided that the parent of any child desiring exemption may
apply for and receive a certificate from the Chairman or Secretary
of the School Committee of the district, +H**le*p-*Ae-he,+4-04-the
Chairman or Secretary thoreof, or froin the head-teacher of any public
school, in which such child resides exempting such child from 5
attendance in whole or ill part at school, upon satisfying the
Chairman 01' School Committee of the existence of any one of the
following grounds, namely :-

(1.) That the residence of the parent or guardian of the child is
more than £0* three miles froin the nearest public school 10
if tlte cluild u ten jeaTS of age or over, a·nd hoo iniles if
the child is under ten </ears Of age, the distance being
estiinated by the nearest road, and that the child cannot
conveniently reach school by railway or public CO jll'ev (Lnce

without travelling niore than teHY-***iles the prescribed 15
distance, coniputhig the distance between sucli residence
and such railway or public conreyance and such railway
or other public conveyance and the school, inclusive :

(2.) That the child is under efficient and regular instruction
elsewhere : 20

(3.) That the child is unable to attend school by reason of sick-
ness, danger of infection, temporary or permanent in-
firinitv, or other unavoidable cause :

(4.) That the road between the child's residence and the school
is iiot suillciently passable : 25

(6.) That one of the Inspectors or the headintister of any public
school has, by writing under his hand, certified that the
child has reached a standard of education prescribed by
any regulations under the principal Act as the standard of
exemption : 30

And every such certificate of exemption sliall state the ground
of exemption, shall be on a form to be supplied by the Education
Department, and shall be in force for a period of one year, or for a
shorter period, as may be named in such certificate ; and during the
period named iii such certificate the holder thereof shall he freed 96
from the operation of the provisions of this Act iii respect of the
child named therein :

Proviso. Provided always that Any parent diss:Ltistied with the decision of .
a Committee or head-teacher iii refusing to grant an exeniption
certificate may appeal to the Education Board against such decision, 40
and the Board may overrule or confirm such decision.

Proceedings to 5. If any child required by this Act to attend a public school
compel attendances.

does not attend such school, the Truant Inspector or, in the event
of there being no such ofticer, the School Committee of the district
in which such child resides shall give the parent of such child notice 45
in writing, in the form or to the effect of the Schedule hereto, calling
upon such parent to send such child to school ; and if such parent,
after receiving such notice, refuses or negleets to send such child to
school within seven days of such notice being given, such parent
shall be sumnic,ned before anv Stipendiary Magistrate, or any two 50

Penalky for disobey- Justices of the Peace, or ma.!J be atim,mon.ed. before a:nfl J,t.stice of tlte
ing order of Justices.

» Peace at tlte sellool.clt Telcielt 811611 attendance 1,8 complilsorv, and shall
be liable to a penalty not exceeding fortu shillings, and the payment
of such penalty shall be no bar to further proceedings in case of
further neglect. 55
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6. When ally child reguired by this Act to aftelid :i public Po„ally on parents
for iliconstantschool hits been 2111'olled in the regiHter of ki ptiblic school, find, 11(it tiend&,ice of

holding zi Bertifictit, of exempticm Hs provided in .tectioti /our of' this B.Midr.in.
Act, dc,eh not attivid Ht letist four timp>+ ill tin ,\ eck in 511*· (·our,<e of

5 whic:li the sclic,cd is c,1,(·n Six tintes, or Bix tili}(·, iii 1111\' olie week in
tlic, conrse of \\1]ic·] i tlic· school is cipen eight t,jines, or eight fittie iii
tiny n'crl, iii which tho helic)(11 IN (11)('ll teti ti}ile». tlie ptirent, of 011(11 1
child sh .ill be liuble to 21 peiwity of //(f, Sllillill,2., for every Huc·]] week
iii which ><itch c.liild s|l,Ill li:6'e :ittivide,1 1(•HK tli:·rn 1,»lic n:iinber of

10 tinic, prescribed for the first, (,fi'enee, 1111(7, /it:(' K]}illing« for Alil)Kequelit
41{·i jee.,4 Provided tlwt pro(·reclings fo}'the Ve(·(Reir 01 Nit\' petullty
ill('tirred by re,1,(.11 of hisitilic·iriff» Fitte,icititice d 11,ing anv pprt of :my
lijoittli kir Iiijot bc' i,istititted exc·ept (1111·ing th,it inont]) ov (111}·ing the
trvo 1,10]itlis liext, following : Provicted :1180 th,it the litigistilite lilit)-

15 t:ike into conKit[(ivition the age of the child 41(1 the (list,5,11(·P the
child lizz.; to go to at,tend +Chool.

7..ill proc:Fc·diligs for orders to send childreti to Achoo] and for P,0(.oedings for
recovery of pentiltie:B zilider this Act 111,11» be hrul 211}(1 ttiken i:, the

1)6}ialties.

niaimer prescribed by '' The .flistiers of the Petic·e .\Ct. 1882 " :
20 P;,}rifled th<rt tlic catics mag be hcard before (me .11,Atice 0.1 the Peace

at. tlie xeliont (lt it:lii,Ch. Siteli (Ittendamcce it< Compulx,AM · ima in e\·ory
811$,e the unns shall be oii the defend:wt of proving th:it he is n(,t
liable t,0 n peii;ilt,y under this Act.

8. it slitill he 1:In fitl toi· 1<duc·ittion }3(mrds to pal,point Trit:i.iit '1'tant Omcers.
25 04#wFs I//6·1)re/(,1'.r, alid mi.\ 79tititit Uttiee,-8 in.,#,ect<,15 01 :inT in-11}1}er

of a School Conunittee, or the Clerk of 21 School ('oiumittee, inar

lay ilifc,1'itmtions, make contphtints, colichict pic,Hec·liti()115, mic] take
2111 other proce<·ditigs zinder thir< Act cm 12<41::!f (,f :iii·,· 1,31.111 :itit ii, Iloard.

9. A cortitic·ette 1111(let· 611(, hitlid of u Ke<.ret,Ii'v o[ tul 1,.clitention \\'hids deem, d
tri:'tritee Of Al)periL·30 11(wi·(1, Klioning tlitit the per.:<)11 irnined therrin iH a l'rittilit Ins])ector, mo:t ,[Tui,It

MIN]] be stillicient. evidence of 1,11(, :il)1)(,inliric·tit of ,<zic·11 '1'1·Hant 117- 1,„peetors.
officers, Ac.

Spector :ind iii ;iny piciceediligs tilider this \Ct, 111<· plect,ioit or
Hppoilititient of flic pet's<,11 acting tis Secretary of the 14]lientic)11
13():ird, or the Bigi}tittin. t,(1 11},T '411( h c c.itific'riti, HI],1 11 not be iliqilired

36 intn or dispiited.
10. 11,1-ery prildlty recuvered tilider th_is Pit rt of thiA Act sh:ill Pen&iii,<B tobe p.,id

nto Brard F,ind.

be pitid by the Clerk of tlie Court to tlic Kehool ('(,1111}jittee or tlie
Edllcatioli 13(}Fird at whobe ilistillice +11(:11 pemdty is ref·overed, ;111(1
shall therezipot) become pHit of the 1-1(jard Fund.

40 This prOT·i,{i(,11 Hhall be deemed to be :i Suflicielit :Ipproprintion
Of itily incmey recovered ;18 tifc)res,Iid, :111(1 :1 tillicient :;zitliority to the
Clerk of the Court for mkiii« the pit,witients nfores,tid.

St'.uck out.

PART IL

45 COM.YELHONY ATTENDANCE AT NAT1\-E HUHOOLH.

11. In this Part of this Act the following expressiolls slitill littre Interpretation.
the ineanings her(·br assigned thereto respectively :--

" Native school " nieails aild incliides Hlly school e:irried 011 :ts
a school for native M tioris :tizd litilf-Casttes 1111(lei· the direct

60 coittrol of the Minister of Eductition :

" Committer " ine:zils H Coininittee for a Native school elected

under a,173- regulations from time to time prescribed by
the Minister of Editention for the conduct of Native

schools, :



Compulsory Abid-
ance of Native
children at school.

Exemptions.

Regulations in
regard to Native
children.

Schedule,

4 School Atte. 11,1(tfice (No. 2).

'' Chairin:111 " means the person from tiine to tinie elected by
a, Native Sellool Cominittee Rs Chairinaii of such Com-
inittee ; 411(1 a certifierite iinder the hand of the Sec:retriry
for Edize.ation showing that the person nanied thereili is
the ('lletirijitili Hh:,111,e ufficient evidence of the fact.

12. Every Native or 11:tlf-i·,ste c:hild who, if ilot :t Native or
h,ilf-caste, wozild be re.quired hy this Act to tittend 21 public selic)(,1
slitill attend a N:itire hc:hool :11 1(.,1Ht six tillic,H 21 week, sizbject to tlie
sanie provisoes :1iid ec)iiditic)its ils tc) (:xelliptic)11 aijd peli:ilty, aild in
all other respecis, :18 211·r expreSSect in the First Part of this Act,
except a,9 follows:-

(1.) The fillictions ssigned by this Act to Edtication Boards
sli:ill be perforined by the Coilimittee.

(2.) Proseeutions 011 behalf off the Coitwiittees Mhall be con-
ducted by the Clitzirinitii.

(3.) Peiialties recovered shall he piticl to the Public .decount and
be placed to the credit of the vote for Native schools.

94.) The passilig of the Fourth Standard of the Nittive School
Code sha.ll be. a ,+ufficient ground for ismling a certificate
of exeniption.

+ \'C 10 C / 61 /t SC

11. (1.) The Minister of Educittion iritly froiki time to time
make regulations for the attendance at school of M aori or half-caste
children and of children iii the Chatham Islands.

(2.) Subject to any stich regulations, such children shall he 25
subject to all the provisions of this Act.

SCHEDUI,E.
To A. B.

You are hereby required to send your child C. I)., hetween the ages of sevell and
*hee;* fourteen ye:11·s, to :1 public For Na,tivel sclic,01 ; arid if you fail to do so you will
be. suminoned before a Stipendiary Magistrate or twe Just,ice of bhe Peace to answer
for such neglect.

If your said cliild is (1) residing more tliai, #ew*,-wilee the specified diata,zoe
from the nearest public school. the distance being estiinated by the nearest road,
and cannot conveniently reach school hy railway or pliblic cen,Lveyallse ;; (2) under
ellicient instruction otherwise than at & public or Native] school, or (3) if it is
prevented from attending school by sickness or unavoidable cause, or (4) if the road
between your residence and the nearest public [or Native] school is not sufficiently
passable, or (5) if you have obtained a certificate in writing from a Government
Inspector of Schools or the headmaster of any public school that your child has
reached the standard of education prescribed by the. Regul:tions [or, if a Native
child, has passed the Fourth Standard of the Native Schools Code], and if you satisfy
the School Committee [or me, in the case of a Native school] of any of these
facts, you will receive a certificate exempting you from sending your child to school.

E. F.,

Truant Inspector.
[or Chairman of School Committee.]

[or· Chairman of the Native School Committee.]
Dated this day of , 19

[To be printed on back of Schedule.j
AFFIDAVIT OF SEILVICE.

I, , constable, of , make oath and say that I duly served a notice, of
which a copy is within written, upon , the person to whom the same was
directed, by delivering the same to the within-named personally [or by
leaving the same for him at his house with , an inmatbe thereof appearing to
be above tile age of fourteen years], on the
Taken and sworn before the undersigned, a Justice of

the Peace for the Colony of New Zealand, this .
day of 19 , at

1.!,i 1„+11,11·1+,.· TAIr.7 'dicir„V Ar,vn•ninont Prnfni· WAI|inrrt.n __101)1
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