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3. In this .Act, if not inconsistent with the context, the following 
terms shall have the meanings hereafter respectively assigned to 
them, viz.:-

" Trustees " shall mean the trustees for the time being for the 
district for which they have been elected. 5 

" Landowner " shall extend to and include the owner, the 
occupier, or the resident agent of the owners of any 
property situate within the district, of not less than one 
hundred acres in extent.' 

" District " shall mean a district duly proclaimed for the pur- 10 
poses of this .Act. 

" Rate" shall mean a rate duly made under and for the 
purposes of this .Act. 

When a thing is required to be "publicly notified," or when 
" public notice " of anything is to be given, it is meant 15 
that a notice thereof shall he published in some newspaper 
circul ·: ting in the district in which such thing arises or to 
which it relabs, or, where there is no such newspaper in 
general circulation, then that printed placards containing 
the notice shall be affixed to public places in the district. 20 

" Gazetted " means published in the New Zealand Government 
Gazette. 

RABBI'l' DISTRICTS. 

4. The Governor may from time to time, by Order in Council, 
constitute and declare any part or parts of the colony to be defined in 25 
such Order in Council a district for the purposes of this .Act by some 
specific name. Immediately on the constitution of a district " The 
Regulation of Local Elections .Act, 1876," shall be in force in such 
district. 

5. The Governor may from time to time by Order in Council- 30 
Alter and redefine the boundaries of any district ; 
Assign to any distl'ict a new name in the pla-ce of the name 

theretofore assigned to any district ; 
Abolish any district. 

6. Jfor every district constituted under this .Act there shall be 35 
five Trustees, to be elected in the manner hereinafter directed. 

7. The following persons shall be incapable of being or of being 
elected to be Trustees, that is to say,-

(1.) A bankrupt or insolvent who has not obtained his final 
order of discharge : 40 

(2.) Any person attainted of treason, or convicted of felony, 
perjury, or of any infamous crime : 

(3.) .A.ny person of unsound mind. 
8. When any district is constituted the following provisions for 

bringing this Act into operation therein shall apply :- 45 
(l~ )-~l,1:e-Ge¥e~-'-B:eP-sh~eiH:t-s0mo-~el'OOE:-to make-1:1:p--a-Fe!l-0£ 

e:iee,sffi'S-Rfl-Hea-Fly-as-may--be--aeeffi'C-liH:g-te-the-1:n,evi:sie:a&-e:€-tfais 
ABt-j-a:t-"l:tl:--t-l'l:e--FelHe--ma~-shall--f>e-Eleemoa--tG-l1e--the 
el&eters' -l'el:±-HB:til-a-H'BBh-Fell--is-mado as by-this-Aet-1H'EP1=i+loa~ 

(g,.) (1.) The Governor shall appoint a Returning Officer to hold the 50 
first election of Trustees, and shall appoint the day or days 
for such elections. 

(B.) (2.) The Governor shall appoint the day for the first meeting 
of the Trustees, and shall have full power to do all things 
of what kind soever necessary to provide for bringing this 55 
Act into operation in such district, according to the true 
intent and purpose of this .Act; and at such first meeting 
every lctnclowner in such district wh01e name appears on 
ctny ratepaye1·ts' list in suck district as the owne,· of not less 
them one hun,drecl acres shall be an elector, ancl entitled to 60 
nnP 1,nf.P in f:h.P PlP1,lim·1, n-f M1P '"f1'J",11sdPP 



Rabbit Nuisance. 3 

10. The Trustees of each district shall hold office till the appoint­
ment of their successors; but on the first Monday in the month of 
March :m-eaeh (n the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty, and 
in each su,cceerling year, the electors of. a district shall elect five 

5 persons to be Trustees of the district for the ensuing ;year. 
11. If at any election of Trustees held under the said Act no 

persons are duly elected as such Trustees, or if a less number is 
elected than by law required to be elected, then the Governor may 
appoint such and so many as are qualified to be such Trustees as 

10 the occasion may require. 
12. If any Trustee shall die, or by writing addressed to the 

Chairman shall resign his office as such Trustee, or shall cease to 
reside permanently in the district, or shall absent himself from four 
consecutive meetings of such Trustees without leal/Je being granted, or 

15 shall otherwise become incapable to act as such Trustee, the Governor 
may appoint a person in lieu of the Trustee so dying, resigning, ceasing 
to reside, absenting himself, or otherwise becoming incapable to act as 
aforesaid ; and the person so appointed shall hold office as Trustee for 
the period or residue of the period his predecessor in such office would 

20 have held the same had he remained a member. 
13. ±t--shall be law:E'!i±-'Effi' The Trustees te shall levy Ht--eaeh in the 

first year ful'--the-I3B:FflttSeB after the coming into operation of this Act 
a rate on all holdings of landowners B:et-6*8eedm:g qf one halfpenny per 
acre, and in each subsequent year may levy a rate not exceeding one 

25 halfpenny per acre. 
(1.) For the purpose of levying such rate and forming a land­

owners' list, the Trustees shall in eveey year cause to be 
made out a list, to be called the "lai:i.downers' list," of 
every landowner in the district, with the quantity of land 

30 held, occupied, or owned by such landowner, and shall 
deposit such list, or a true copy thereof, in some convenient 
place in the district for inspection without fee. For the 
purpose of niaking out such list the County and Road 
Boards within the district shall, upon application being 

35 made by the Trustees, furnish a list of all rrdepayers within 
the district, and of the extent of their holdings. 

(2.) The Trustees shall, not less than ten days before making 
any rate, publicly notify their intention to make such rate, 
and the place where such landowners' list is deposited as 

40 aforesaid, and in such notice shall appoint a day and place 
on and at which they will sit to hear objections, and finally 
complete such· list and levy the rate: Provided that in 
the case of pastoral tenants under the Crown, whose leases 
expire within five years of the levying of such rate, the 

45 amount to be paid in respect thereof shall be one-half o 
such rate. 

14. Any person who considers himself aggrieved by reason of the 
unfairness or incorrectness of any such list, or by reason of the insertion 
or incorrectness of any matter therein, or the omission of any matter 

50 therefrom, may object as herein provided. 
15. The rrrustees, or a majority of them, on the day fixed for hear­

ing objections, shall hear and determine all objections, and may alter the 
list, in respect of anything objected to, by correcting anything therein, 
or by inserting any matter therein, or erasing any matter therefrom, 

55 which it is proved to their satisfaction ought to be altered, inserted, or 
erased, as the case may be. The decision of the Trustees shall be final 
and without appeal. The list, when so corrected, shall be signed by 
the Trustees hearing such objections, or the majority of them, and 
when so signed, shall, for the purposes of this Act, be conclusive 

60 evidence that the persons named therein are landowners, and of the 
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