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3. In this .A.ct, if not inconsistent with the context, the following 
terms shall have the meanings hereafter respectively assigned to 
them, viz.:-

" Trustees " shall mean the trustees for the time being for the 
district for which they have been elected. 5 

" Landowner" shall extend to and include the owner, occupier, 
or the resident agent of the owners of any property situate 
within the district, of not less than one hundred acres in 
extent. 

" District " shall mean a district duly proclaimed for the pur- 10 
poses of this Act. 

"Rate" shall mean a rate duly made under and for the 
purposes of this .A.ct. 

When a thing is required to be "publicly notified," or when 
" public notice " of anything is to be given, it is meant 15 
that a notice thereof shall be published in some newspaper 
circulr ting in the district in which such thing arises or to 
which it relates, or, where there is no such newspaper in 
general circulation, then that printed placards containing 
the notice shall be affixed to public places in the district. 20 

" Gazetted " means published in the New Zealand Government 
Gazette. 

4. The Governor may from time to time, by Order in Council, 
constitute and declare any part or parts of the colony to be defined in 
such Order in Council a district for the purposes of this A.ct by some 25 
specific name. Immediately on the constitution of a district "The 
Regulation of Local Elections Act, 1876," shall be in force in such 
district. 

5. The Governor may from time to time by Order in Council-
.Alter and redefine the boundaries of any district ; 30 
Assign to any district a new name in the place of the name 

theretofore assigned to any district ; 
Abolish any district. 

6. ]1or every district constituted under this A.ct there shall be 
five Trustees, to be elected in the manner hereinafter directed. 35 

7. The following persons shall be incapable of being or of being 
elected to be Trustees, that is to say,-

(1.) A bankrupt or insolvent who has not obtained his final 
order of discharge : 

(2.) Any person attainted of treason, or convicted of felony, 40 
perjury, or of any infamous crime: 

(3.) A.ny person of unsound mind. 
8. When any district is constituted the following provisions for 

bringing this Act into operation therein shall apply :-
(1.) The Governor shall appoint some person to make up a 45 

roll of electors as nearly as may be according to the pro­
visions of this Act ; and the roll so made up shall be 
deemed to be the electors' roll until a fresh roll is made as 
by this Act pnvided. 

(2.) The Governor shall appoint a Returning Officer to hold the 50 
first election of Trustees, and shall appoint the day or days 
for such elections. 

(3.) The Governor shall appoint the day for the first meeting 
of the Trustees, and shall have full power to do all things 
of what kind soever necessary to provide for bringing this 55 
Act into operation in such district, according to the true 
intent and purpose of this Act. 

9. Every person within the district whose name appears on the 
landowners' list hereinafter mentioned shall be an elector, and entitled 
to one vote in the election of Trustees. 60 
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24. The Treasurer of every district shall forthwith after such Publication or 

audit make out and cause to be printed a full abstract of the accounts accounts. 

for the year as audited, and a copy of the said abstract shall be gazetted 
within one month after the same have been audited. 

5 25. A.ll monevs whatsoever levied, received, or recovered under Appropiiation; 

the authority of thi; A.ct shall be at the sole and absolute disposal of 
the Trustees, to be by them applied in such manner as they see fit for 
the purpose of destroying rabbits in such district, and generally in 
carrying out and effectuating the purpose of this A.ct in the district, 

10 and to no other purpose. 
26. If any person wilfully obstructs hinders or interupts, or ObstructingTrustees. 

causes or procures to be obstructed hindered or interrupted, the 
Trustees, or any person duly employed or authorized by the Trustees, 
or in the exercise of any power or authority vested in the Trustees or 

15 any of the persons aforesaid by this A.ct, or threatens or assaults or 
uses abusive language to any of the persons aforesaid whilst in the 
performance or execution of his duty under this A.ct, every such person 
shall for every such offence, if not· otherwise specially provided for, 
incur a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds : Provided that no pro-

20 ceeding for the recovery of any such penalty, nor the payment thereof, 
shall be a bar to any action at law by any of the persons aforesaid for or 
in respect of any such assault as aforesaid, but every such action may 
be commenced and proceeded with as if this A.ct had not been passed, 
any law or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 

25 27. It shall be lawful for the Colonial Treasurer to issue and pay, Bonus to be paid for 
out of moneys appropriated for that purpose by the General Assembly, rabbit skins exported. 

to any person, for every rabbit skin exported from the colony by such 
person, the sum of one halfpenny per skin: Provided that such 
person shall first prove to the satisfaction of the principal officer of 

30 Customs at the port where such skin is exported that the skin exported 
is that of a rabbit taken or destroyed within a district constituted 
under the said A.ct or this A.ct. 

28. The Governor may -from time to time make and revoke regu- Governor may make 

lations prescribing the mode of proving any claim as aforesaid, and the regulations. 

35 terms and conditions under and subject to which claims shall be made 
and paid. 

29. If any person shall knowingly and wilfully liberate in any Penalty for intro­

part of the colony any live rabbit or rabbits, the person so offending ducing rabbits into 
h 11 . • b f t J t' d t th .. d' t' the colony. s a upon convict10n e ore any wo us ices, an a eir 1scre 10n, 

40 be liable to be committed to gaol with or without hard labour for any 
term not exceeding six months, or to forfeit ,md pay a penalty not 
exceeding fifty pounds. 

30. A.ll offences against this A.ct, and all penalties and sums of Offences to be dealt 
money imposed or made payable by this A.ct, shall, where no other with summarily. 

45 mode of proceeding is by law provided, be heard and determined and 
recovered in a summary way by .and before any two or more Justices 
of the Peace, or in any Resident Magistrate's Court. 

31. A.ll dogs kept by the Trustees or duly certified by them Dogs not to be taxed. 

as kept solely for the purpose of destroying rabbits shall be exempt 
50 from fee or charge on registration under any A.ct or Ordinance in force 

within the district. 
32. Whenever under the provisions of this A.ct the Trustees, by 1'.l"egligentlandowners 

themselves or their duly authorized agents, shall have entered upon liable fo,· cost•. 

lands for the destruction of rabbits, which destruction has been 
55 neglected by the landowners of the same, the landowners having so 

neglected shall be liable to the Trustees for the net cost incurred from 
time to time in the process ; the amount so due may be recovered by 
the Trustees in any Court of competent jurisdiction. 

33. Notice of every election or appointment of a Trustee shall G'!zette notice to be 

60 be gazetted, and the Gazette containing such notice shall be con- evidence. 

elusive evidence that the person, notice of whose election or appoint-
ment is gazetted, has been duly elected or appointed a Trustee. 
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