
RABBIT NUISANCE AMENDMENT BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE

THIs Bill makes miseellaneous amendments to the Rabbit Nuisance Aet 1928.

Clause 2 is intended to deal with doubts that have arisen as to the validity
of petitions for the constitution of rabbit districts, and as to the effect of counter-
petitions. It provides that a petition is to bear the date on which the first
signature is attached, that the signatures are to be verified by deelaration,
that signatures may not be withdrawn after the petition is received by the
Minister, and that no action is to be taken on it unless it is so i eeeived within
twelve months after the date of the petition. It also requires publie notice of
the intention to present the petition to be given at least one month before it is
sent to the Minister for presentation to the Governor-General, so that anyone
wishing to withdraw his signature will have an opportunity to do so.

Clause 3 authorizes the Board of a rabbit district containing not less than
200,000 acres to inerease the number of eleetive members from the present
number of five to a number not exceeding nine: and subzequently to vary
the number between those limits.

Clause 4.: At present, there are three eases iii which members of Rabbit
Boards may be appointed instead of being elected. The first is where an
insuffieient number of members is elected; the second is where the Board
requests an appointment to fill an extraordinary vacancy: and the third is
where the elective members are removed from office because of the failure of

the Board to carry out its duties. This clause provides that in any of those
eases a person who is not an eleetor (that is to say, a ratepayer) may be
appointed if no eleetor qualified for appointment is available and willing to
aeeept the office; but the number of members so appointed is not to exeeed
half the number of eleetive members fixed for the Board.

Clause 5 provides for payment to Chairmen of Rabbit Boards of annual
allowanees not exceeding £100.

Clause 6 is consequential on clause 3, and fixes the quorum at half tile
total number of members where that number is even, or n majority where
that number is odd.

Crause 7 doubles the maximum general rate that may be levied by a
Board where rating is on a stoek basis or on rateable value. Where rates are
levied on the basis of the number of head of stoek, the maximum is raised
from ld. for sheep and 5d. for cattle to 2d. for sheep and 1 Od. for cattle.
Where they are levied on the rateable value of land, the maximum is raised
from ld. in the pound on the capital value to 2d. in the pound. The maximum
rate on an aereage basis (namely ls. an acre) remains unehanged.

No. 120-1



ii

Clause 8: Under the Rabbit Nuisance Amendment Aet 1952, Boards were
authorized to levy differential rates based on a classification of lands, subject
to a right of appeal to a Magistrate against the classification; and after elassifi-
eation and the disposal of appeals the Board was required to give public notice
of the proportion of the rate to be levied on each elass, and deal with objections.
This clause re-enacts that provision with the following changes-namely, that
the proportion of the rate fixed for each class of land is to be stated in the
classification list and publicly notified when the list is notified, and that, instead
of the Board dealing separately with objections to the proportions fixed by it,
the right of appeal to a Magistrate against the classification includes a right of
appeal against the proportions so fixed.

Ciause 9: At present, every Board having a distriet of 20,000 acres or
more is entitled to a pound for pound subsidy on general rates. Subclause (1)
of this clause provides that the subsidy is to be paid to every Board having
a district of 10,000 acres or more. Subdause (2) provides that in any year
a sum equal to 75 per cent of the rates levied during the preceding year may
>e advanced to any Board iii anticipation of the subsidy for the year.

Clatise 10: At present, every Rabbit Board's annual statement of accounts
is to be either published in a newspaper or sent to every ratepayer, after
audit by the Audit Office. In order to avoid delay iii publishing the aeeounts,
this clause provides for copies of the annual accounts to be sent to ratepayers
or deposited for in:speetion both before and after audit. On the first occasion
thev are to bear :111 endorsemeiit that the aeeouilts are subject to audit.

Clause 11 authorizes Boards to dispose of houses bought or built for the
use of employees, if no loiiger required for that purpose.

Clause 12 authorizes Rabbit Boards to sell poisons to other Boards. At
present they may sell poisons only for the destruetion of rabbits in their own
distriets.

Clause 13: At present, under sections 12 and 14 of the Rabbit Nuisance
Amendment Aet 1947, the proceeds of the levy on rabbit skins are applied
in payment of the expenses of the Rabbit Destruction Council, and in payment
of grants to Rabbit Boards in need of assistance. To the extent that the
proceeds are insufficient to pay the grants, they are made out of moneys
appropriated by Parliament. The effect of this clause is that before any grants
are made out of the proceeds of the levy, sueh part of those proceeds as the
Minister determines from time to time is to be retained for the purpose of
meeting the expenses of the Council, and for the purpose of making eontribu-
tions towards the cost of promoting petitions for the constitution of rabbit
districts in eases where the districts are not constituted.

Clause 14: Stibetause (1) extends the period of notice that must be given
before a Board's inspeetor may enter on land to destroy rabbits. Subctalise (2)
is intended to provide for cases where oeeupiers of land fail to remove stock
from land after due notice of intention to destroy rabbits on the land. In
order that poisoning operations may be carried on in such cases, the Board's
inspector is authorized to remove stock to other land occupied by the same
oeeupier; but before doing so he must give ten days' notiee in writing to the
oeeupier, who, if he objects to the removal of the stock, may apply to a
Magistrate to have his objection heard and determined. The Magistrate may
make such order as he thinks fit. The cost of removal is reeoverable by the
Board. Subclause (3) prescribes the forms of notice to be given. The whole
.clause comes into force on l April 1954.
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Clause 15: At present it is an offence to sell the skin of any animal
declared by Order in Couneil to be a natural enemy of the rabbit No Order
in Council is in force. This elause replaees that provision by making it an
offence, after 1 April 1954, to sell the skin of any ferret, stoat, weasel, poleeat,
or other animal of the same family.

Clause 16: At present, permits for the keeping of live rabbits are issued
by the Minister. The effeet of this clause is that in a rabbit district, or in
any borough or town district that is wholly or partly within a rabbit distriet,
the issue of permits is to be in the hands of the Rabbit Board; but elsewhere
it remains in the hands of the Minister. Conditions may be imposed, and
permits may be revoked. Inspectors may also enter land and premises for
the purpose of seeing whether the conditions of permits are being eomplied
with.

Clause 17 provides a general penalty for offences for whieli 110 bpeeial
penalty is provided in the principal Aet.

Clause 18 provides that all offenees under the principal Aet are triable
summarily.

Clause 19: Under section 67.A of the prineipal Act (as jiiserted by seetion 3
of the Rabbit Nuisance Amendment Aet 1949) Boards were authorized, with
tile approval of the Minister on the recommendation of the Rabbit Destruction
Council, to remit rates, wholly or partly, in eases of hardship to the rateparer.
The section was intended to give relief having regard to the financial position
of individuals. Some Boards have partially remitted rates, on the ground of
injustiee. where large areas of land of little or no carrying capacity have had
to bear the burden of a comparatively high aereage rate. This clause

validates such remissions up to and including the current fina neial year. The
eases to whieh the clause relates can be dealt with in future in elasvifying
lands for differential rating under section 67, as set out in clause 8 of the Bill.

The Schedule contains the forms referred to in clause 14 (3).
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RAB Bl T NUISANCE AMENDMENT

ANALYSIS
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A B ILL INTTTITLED

AN AcT to amend the Rabbit Nui>{ance Act 1928. Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and hy the authority

5 of the saine, as follows :

1, This Act 1,}ay he cited as the Rabbit Nuisance Short Title.
Amendment Act 1953, and shall be read together with see Reprint
and dremed -part of the Ral,hit Nuisance Act 1928 of Statutes,

Vol. I, p. 243(hereinafter refern·cl to as the principal Act),
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2, (1) Section thirty of the principal Act is hereby
amended by repealing subsection three A (as inserted
by section twenty-six of the Rabbit Nuisance Amend-
ment Act 1947), and substituting the following
subsection : 5

" (3A) The following provisions shall apply to every
petition under this section, namely:

" (a) The petition shall bear the date on which the
]first signature is affixed thereto :

" (b) The signatures to the petition shall be verified 10
by deelaration in the following form: ' I,
A. B., of , hereby declare that the
signatures initialled by me (or which I have
marked [describing the mark] ) on the fore-
going petjtion were aBixed in lily presence 15
by the persons whose signatures they purport
to be.-A. B.':

" (c) It shall not be competent for any person to
withdraw his signature from the petition
after it has been received by the Minister 20
on behalf of the Governor-General; and
any act purporting to withdraw any such
signature shall be null and void:

" (d) The object and purport of the petition, and
a statement of the intention to present it, 25
shall be publicly notifed at least one month
before it is sent to the Minister for presenta-
tion to the Governor-General:

" (e) No action on the petition shall be taken unless
it is received by the Minister as aforesaid 30
within twelve months after the date thereof."

(2) Section twenty-six of the Rabbit Nuisance
Amendment Act 1947 is hereby consequentially repealed.

3. The principal Act is hereby amended by inserting,
after section thirty-seven, the following section: 35

" 37A. ( 1) Notwithstancling anything in this Act, the
Board of any rabbit district containing not less than
two hundred thousand acres may by resolution determine
that the number of elective members of the Board shall

be increased to such number, not exceeding nine, as is 40
specified in the resolution,
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" (2) On the passing of the resolution, the following
provisions shall apply:

" (a) The number of elective members of the Board

shall, while the resolution continues in force,
5 be deemed to be increased to the number

specified in the resolution :
" (b) For the purpose of filling for the first time

the additional offices thereby created, those
offices shall be deemed to be offices in which

10 extraordinary vaeancies have occurred pur-
suant to section fifty-six of this Act, and
the provisions of this Act and of the
Local Elections and Polls Act 1953 shall 1953, No. 16

accordingly apply.
15 " (3) The Board may at any time in like manner

reseind any resolution under subsection one of this
section, or may from time to time further vary the
number of elective members by redueing or further
increasing that number, but so that the number shall

20 not in any ease be less than the number fixed under
section thirty-seven of this Act nor more than nine;
and in any such ease the following provisions shall
apply:

" (a) If the resolution is rescinded, or if the number
25 of elective members is reduced, the rescission

or reduction shall not take effect until the

next general election of members of the
Board, except to such extent as may be
necessary for providing for the holding of

30 that election:

" (b) If the number of elective members is further
increased, the provisions of subsection two
of this section shall apply.

" (4) A copy of every resolution under this section
35 shall forthwith be forwarded to the Minister, who shall

cause it to be published in the Gazette."
4, (1) Section fifty of the principal Act is hereby Appointment

amended by adding the following as subsection two other than
of persons

thereof: eleetors to

40 "(2) Notwithstanding anything in this Act, any where electorsfill vacancies

person who is not an elector may be appointed and not available,
hold office as a member of the Board under this section
if the Governor-General is satisfied that no elector, or an
insufficient number of eleetors, qualified for appointment

45 is available and willing to accept office:
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" Provided that the number of members appointed
under this subsection shall not exceed half the number

of elective members for the time being fixed for that
Board."

(2) Section fifty-six of the principal Act is hereby 5
amended by adding the following as subsection two
thereof:

" (2) Notwithstanding anything in this Act, where
the vacancy is to be filled by appointinent as aforesaid,
any person who is not an eleetor may he appointed 10
and hold office as a ilieinber of the Board under this

section if the Governor-(leneral is satisfied that no elector

. qualified for appointinent is available and willing to
accept office :

" Provided that the number of inembers appointed 15
under this sul,section shall not exceed half the number

of elective members for the time being fixed for that
Board. "

(3) Section twenty-four of the _Rabbit Nuisance
Amendment Aet 1947 is hereby amended by adding the 20
following subsection :

" (3) Notwithstanding anything in the principal Act,
any person who is not an eleetor inay he appointed and
hold office as a member of the Board under this section if

the Governor-General is satisfied that no elector, or an 25
insumeient number of electors, qualified for appoint-
ment is available and willing to accept office:

" Provided that the number of members appointed
under this subsection shall not exceed half the. number

of elective members for the tinie being fixed for that 30
Board. /7

5. The principal Aet is hereby further amended by
inserting, after section fifty-eight, the following section :

" 581. (1) The Board may pay to the Chairman
of the Board such annual allowance, not exceeding one 35
hundred pounds, as inay from time to tiine be fixed by
the Board, but no alteration in the amount of that
allowance shall take effeet during the term of office of
any Chairman.

" (2) For the purposes of this section, a person 40
reappointed as Chairman shall be depined to be a new
Chairman."
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6. The principal Act is hereby further aniended by Quorum.
repealing section sixty, and substituting the following
seetion:

"60. At all meetings of the Board a quorum shall
5 consist of half the total number of members when that

number is even, and a niajority of the members when
tliat nuitiber is odd. "

7. Section sixty-five of the principal Act is hereby Increasing
maximilm

amended as follows:
general rate.

10 (a) By omitting from subsection two the words
"one penny for every sheep and livepence for
every head of cattle", and substituting the
words " twopence for every sheep and tenpenee
for every head of cattle":

15 (b) By omitting from subsection three the words
" one penny", and substituting the word
6 6 twopenee".

8. (1) The principal Aet is hereby amended by Power of
Board to levv

repealing section sixty-seven (a,< substituted by Keetioil ,lifFerential 
20 two of the Ral}bit Nuisailee Atkii.tictijic·nt Act 1962), ami rates.

substituting tlie following ic:ticm: 1952, No. 62

"67. (1) The Board indy levy any such rate on a
graduated scale according to a elas,ification made, under
this section, of tliv lancl upon which the rate is to be

25 levied.

" (2) Before making a rate under this section in any
year t}ie 1;oard shall, by re:«lution, classify all land in
its district.

" (3) In classifying the land iii its district the Board
30 shall have regard to the degree in which different

pieces of land are alfeeted hy rabbits ; and may have
regard to-

" (a) Tlie clegree of benefit derived or likely to be
derived by any piece of land from the

35 operations of the Board in destroying
rabbits on that land or on any other land:

"(b) The risks of infestation or reinfestation of any
piece of land by rabbits from any other land:

" (c) The extent to whieli steps have been taken by
40 or on behalf of the ratepayer to reduce or

control the number of rabbits on his land
or the movement of rabbits to or from that
laii<1:

5
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" (d) Such other eireumstanees of whatsoever nature
as the Board considers relevant.

" (4) The rate shall be made and levied on each
class of land in such proportions as the Board appoints.

Every classification so made shall be set forth 5
in a list to be sealed with the common seal of the Board.

The classification list shall include a statement of the

proportions in which the rate is to be imposed on the
several classes of land to which the list relates.

" (6) Upon the completion of the classification list 10
the Board shall forthwith cause public notice to be
given-

" (a) That the classification list has been completed;
and

"(b) Of the proportions in which the rate is to be 15
imposed on the several classes of land; and

" (c) Of the place where and the period during
which the elassifieation list may be
inspected,

and shall allow the classification list to be inspected at 20
reasonable times at that plaee for a period of not less
than twenty-one days.

.

" (7) Any person aggrieved by the classification or
by the fixing of the proportions specified therein may
appeal against it on either or both of the following 25
grounds, namely:

" (a) That the land of the appellant, or any other
land in the distriet, has not been fairly
classified :

That the proportion of the rate imposed on 30
any class or classes of land is too great or
too small.

" (8) A notice of appeal setting out the grounds
thereof shall, within seven days next after the expira-
tion of the period of twenty-one days appointed for 35
the inspection of the classification list, be filed in the
Magistrate's Court nearest to the public office of the
Board by the person aggrieved, and a copy thereof
shall within the same seven days be lodged by that
person at that ofAce. 40
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" (9) The appeal shall be heard by a Magistrate at
such convenient time and place as the Magistrate, on
the application of any party, appoints, of which not
less than three days' notice shall be given by that

5 party to the Secretary of the Board and to every other
person affected by the appeal.

" (10) On the hearing of any such appeal the
Magistrate may confirm the classification list or cause
it, or any matter therein, to be amended in such manner

10 as he thinks reamonable, and he shall sign the list so
confirnied or amended, and the determination of the
Magistrate shall be final and conc:lusive.

" ( 11) Every classification list sealed with the seal
of the Board, or signed by a Magistrate in the ease of

15 any such appeal as aforesaid, shall, for the purpose of
any proceedings for the recovery of rates, be sufficient
evidence of a classification duly made by the Board in
accordance with the requirements of this; section, and of
the proportions in which the rate is imposed on the

20 several classes of land to which the list relates. 9,

(2) The Rabbit Nuiance Amendment Act 1952 is 195'2, No. 62
hereby consequentially repealed.

9. ( 1) Section seventy of the principal Aet is hereby section 70

amended by omitting from subsection one the words tffstoal
25 " twenty thousand acres", and substituting the words subsidy on

66 ten thousand acres". rates) amended.

(2) The said section seventy is hereby further
amended by adding the following subsections:

" (6) Upon receipt by the Minister of an application
30 by a Board for payment of subsidy in anticipation of

general rates receivable in any year, a sum not exceed-
ing seventy-five per cent of the amount which was
collectable as rates hy the Board during the preceding
year may be advanced to that Board in the year in

35 which the application is made.
" (7) All such advances shall be repaid to the

Consolidated Fund out of the first moneys accruing to
that Board thereafter hy way of subsidy, and may be
deducted therefrom or recovered aeeordingly."

40 10. The principal Act is hereby further amended Yearly balance
by repealing section eighty-two, and substituting the sheet and

statement offollowing seetion: accounts of

Board.
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"82. (1) Before the end of April in each year the
Board shall cause to be prepared a yearly balance
sheet and statement of accounts showing fully the
financial position of the Board and the financial results
o E its operations during the year ended on the thirty- 5
first day of March then last past. There shall be
included therein the amounts of all rates made and

levied and of all Illoileys received and expended during
that year, and the allic,unts of all debts then owing by
and to the Board. The balance sheet and statement 10
shall bear an enclorsemeitt that the accounts shown

therein are subject to audit.
" (2) The Board shall forthwith either send by post

to every ratepayer whose name appears on the rate-
payers list for the district a copy of the balance. sheet 15
and statement of accounts, or deposit a copy or copies
thereof for inspection in some convenient place or
plae.(fS withill the diStriet and give public: notice that
the ac„·c)ttilts are availabli, there for inspection.

" (3) '1'lie Board shall Ec,rthwith send to the. Audit 20
(mier a cops of the balaitee slieet and statenient, signed
by the Cliairnian and the i'reasurer.

" (4) Forthwith after the audit of the accounts
pursuant to the Public it.vermes Act 1926, the Board
shall either send to every ratepayer as aforesaid a 25
copy of the balance shert and statement as audited, or
deposit a copy or copies therrof for inspection and give
public notice thereof as provicled by subspetion tiro
of this section. ,

11. Section eighty-five of the principal Act is hereby 30
amended by adding the following subsection :

" (4) The Board may sell, lease, or otherwise dispose
of any house purchased or oreeted by it under this
section and no longer required for the use of its
employees, together with the land appurtenant thereto. " 35

12. (1) Section two of thi Rabbit Nuisance Aniend-
ment Act 1935 is hereby ainemied by inserting, after
subsection (me, the l'(111()wing Bllbsi,(·tion :

" (14) A Rabbit Board shall also have power to sell
or otherwist. dispoKe of poison or poisonous substances 40
to any other Ral,bit Board. "
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(2) The said section two is hereby further amended
by omitting from subsection two tlie words " the last
preceding sul,sec·tion ", and substitilting the words " thi,x

section "
5 13. (1) Section fourteen of the Rabl}it Nnistince Application of

Amendment Act 1947 is hereby amended hy adding the proceedsof levyon rabbit Akins.

following subsection: 1947, No. 47
" (3) For the purpose of ensuring that moneys are

available for the payment of the expenses and other
10 sums payable under paragraphs (a) to (d) of subsection

two of this section, t.here shall be retained in the Deposit
Account established under subsection one of this section

such sums as the  Minister may from time to time
determine. "

15 (2) The said section fourteen is hereby further
amended by repealing paragraph (d) of subsection two,
and substituting the following paragraph:

" (d) Tn payment of such sums as the Minister, on
the recommendation of the Council, from

20 time to time approves by way of contribution
towards the expenses incurred in promoting,
preparing, and maintaining any petition for
the constitution of a rabbit district. in any
ease where, for any reason, the district is

25 not constituted :".

(3) The said section fourteen is hereby further
amended by inserting, at the heginning of paragraph (e)
of imbmertion two, the words "Subject to the provisions
of subsoetion three of this section".

(4) Section twelve of the Rabbit Nuisance Amend- 1947,No. 47
ment Act 1947 is hereby amended by omitting from
subsection three the words "in accordance with sectioli

fourtern of this Act", and substituting the words "to
the extont that those proceeds are available for the

35 purpose of this section under section fourteen of
this Act".

(5) Section eleven of the Rahbit Nuisance Amend-
ment Act 1947 is herrhy repealed.

9
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14. (1) Section sixteen of the Rabbit Nitisance
Amendment Aet 1947 is liereby amended as follows:

(a) By omitting from paragraph (a) of subsection
two the words " three days' previous notice
given by or on behalf of the Board", and 5
substituting the words "ten days' previous
notice given on behalf of the Board in the form
No. 3 in the First Schedule to the principal
Act":

(b) By omitting from paragraph (b) of subsection 10
two the words " seven days after the piiblica-
tion by or on behalf of the Board", and
substituting the words " twenty-one days after
the publication on behalf of the Board":

(c) By inserting in the said paragraph (b), a.ft.er 15
the words "of a notice", the words "in the
form No. 4 in the First Schedule to the

principal Act".
(2) The said section sixteen is hereby further

amended by adding the following subsections : 20
" (3) For the purposes of paragraph (b) of sub-

section one of this section, the inspector or other
authorized person may, after the expiration of the
period speei Aed in the notice given under subsection
two of this :retion, hut subject to the provisions of 25
sithsections fng#r and five of this section, remove nny
livestock then on :iny land or part of n.ny land f.hal is
referred 1.0 in t.he notice, or, as the ease may I,r, f.hal
is within the area to which the notice relates, 1.0 any
other land or p:Irt octe.tipied hy the person in oce,irpation 30
of the first-mentioned land. Tn any sueh ease flic costs
and expenses incurred by the Board iii such removal
may be recovered as a debt due to the Board from the
person in oeetiliation of the land.

" GO No livestock shall he removed under subsection 35

three of this section except -
"(a) After ten days' previous notice in writ ints Kiven

hy the inspector or other authorized 1*rson
to the person iii oeeirpation of the land i or

"(b) Pursuant to an order of a Magistrate, if 40
within the said period of ten days the person
in occupation applies to a Magistrate under
subsection Rue of this section to have his
objection heard.
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" (5) Any person to whoni notice is given under
subs,·c'tic,1, fc,161 cil' this section, and who ob,iectx to the
remor:11 01' th„ livest.ock, way apply to a Magistrate,
within t,lic xaid period of tell clays, to have his objection

6 he:ir,1 :t.lict determined. ()11 hearing :1.,ty Audi application,
the Magistrate may make sur,h order as he thinks fit;
:i.nd every such order Hhall be final and binding on all
parties/'

(3) The First Schedule to the principal Act is
10 hereby amended by adding the forms set out in the

Schedule to this Act .

(4) This section shall come into force on the first commencement.
'lay of April, nineteen hundred and fifty-four.

15. (1) The principal Art is herel,y further amended Oirenee t,osell
16 by reponling 51(e.tion nincdN-six, :ind jill)><tittiling th<) skinx orr.ertaillailiinals.

following section:
" 96. ( 1) No prrson shall sell or offer for sale or

have in his possession for sale the skin of any ferret,
Aloat, weasel, poleeat, or other animal of the family

20 umstdidm.

" (2) Every person commits an offence against this
Act who acts in eontravention of this section. 3,

( 2) This section shall conie into force on the first (Iny Commencement.
of .\pril, nineteen hundred and fifty-four.

25 16. (1) The principal Act ishereby furth,n· anicilci<.cl Keeping live
hy 17.pealing section one hundred and two, ancl rabbits.

subxtitilting the following section:
"102. (1) No person shall keep live rtilibits iii his

p<),4,405;Sion except pursuant to a permit granted to hil,1
80 wider this section and in accordance with the conditions

specified in the permit.
" (2) Every application for a permit under thi,H

section shall be made to the. Board of the rahbit dist,ric·,1

in which the applicant proposes to keep the rabbits, or,
35 where the applicant proposes to keep the rabbits

elsewhere than in a rabbit district, to the Minister.
" (3) The Board, or, as the ease may be, the Minister,

may refuse to grant a permit under this section, or may
grant a permit for such period and subject to such

40 conditions as the Board or the Minister thinks fit.
" (4) Any permit under this section may at any time.

be revoked by the Board, or as the ease may require,
by the Minister, by notice in writing.
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" (5) Any Inspector, or any person authorized by a
Board, may enter at all reasonable times on the land
or premises of the holder of a permit under this section
and inKpect a.ny part of the land or premises for the
purpose of ascertaining whether the conditions of the 5
permit are being complied with.

" (fi) For the purposes of this section, any borough
or town c litric:t lying wholly or partly within any rabbit
district shall he deemed to form pal't, oi' the district.

"(7) Every person commits an offence, against this 10

Act who acts in contravention of any provision of this
section."

(2) Every permit for the keeping of live, rabbits
heretofore gr:inted by the Minister under the principtil
Act and iii force at the passing of this Act sliall contintic 15
in l'or('4, stibjc,et to the provision,4 of section one litindred
and two of the principal Act, as substituted by this
section, as i E it had been granted under tlint section as
Ho substituted.

17. (1) Every person who conimits an offence against 20
the principal Act for which no penalty is provided else-
\where than in this section shall be liable to a fine not

exceeding fifty pounds and, if the offence is a continuing
one, to a further fine not exceeding five pounds for every
clay during which the offence continues. 26

(2) Section twenty-four of the principal Act (which
relates to personating an Inspector) is hereby ainencled
by omitting the words " is liable to imprisonment with
or without hard labour for any period not exceeding
one year, and, in addition thereto, to a fine of not less 30
than twenty nor more than one hundred pounds", and
substituting the. words " eommits an offence against
this Act".

18. All proeeeclings in respect of offence,4 against
the principal Act or against any regulations macie 35
thereunder shall be taken in a surninary way under the
Justices of the Peace Act 1927.

19. Every remission by any Rabbit Board of payment
of the whole or any part of any rates heretofore madr
in the purported exereise of its powers under section 40
sixty-seven A of the principal Act, as inserted by section
th rer of the Rabbit Nuisttlic.c. Aiiwiicilit,nt Act 1949, and



Rabbit Nuisance Amendment 13

Overy >liwil reillissi.(m hel'(wirter illilde 111 1'08peet of rateS
levied for the. year ending on the thirty-first day of
11,11'ell, ilill('1,4791 litiliclred ami Al'ty-four, is hereby
vtilidated.

SellEDUL E Schedule.

" (3) NOTICE of INTENTION '1'0 ENTER OA- LAND AND DESTROY Section li (,9)
RABBITS

To [LY(inte of Ioccupier]

TAKE notice thal pursualit to section 16 of the _Rabbit Nuisance
Amendment Aet 1947, ati 1 kispeetor or otlier person auth6rized
by the [Name c,j' Buard I will, as socm as practicable after the
expiration of ten days 1'17,in the date (11' this uotice, enter upoll
the laild occupied by you, for the purpose of destroying rabbits
011 tliat land.

Dated at , this c lay of 19

Secretary to the ING,ne of Board]
or Inspector or authorized person.

" (4) NoTICE OF INTENTION To DESTROY RABBITSIN' SPE(ill'lED
AREA

PURSUANT to section 16 of the Rabbit Nuisance Amendment

Act 1947, all cieeupiet·A of land iii the locality or area described
in the Heheclule hereto are hereby notified that the \Nanle of
Boardl intends to destroy rabbits iii the said loeality or areK
and that foi· that, pul·pose inpeetors or other persons; authorized
by the Board will, as woon as practicable after the expiration
of twenty-one days froni the date of this notiee, enter upon the
lands in the said locality or area.

SCHEDULE

[Locality or (tract to be suf/iciently descrihed to enable an
ticcupier to identify his la,Ld as being within the locality or
mea.]

[)ated at , this day of 19

Secretary to the [Name of Board].
or Ilispeetor or authorized person. "

WELLINGTON: Printed under authority of the New Zealand
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