
RATING AMENDMENT BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE

THIS Bill makes miscellaneous amendments to the Rating Act, 1925.

Clause 2 allows a local authority rating on annual values to combine its
valuation roll and rate book in one book. At present the partieulars iii tlie
roll have to be trans;eribed in a separate rate book in which the only additional
details are partieulars of the rates. Under this clause the valuation roll may
be adapted so tliat these additional particulars ire added to it..

elause 3 allows a local authority rat.ing on tumual values to adopt its own
system of nunibering entries on the valuation roll. At present the properties
listed in the roll must be numbered eonseeutively from one upwards, which
means that the whole roll has to be renunibered iii every rating year because
of the subdivision of properties.

Cla use 4 abolishes the partial exemption from rates where dwellinghouses and
ther buildings are vacant for not less than six months in the rating year. At
present only half the year's rates are payable iii such eases.

Clause 5 provides an alternative procedure for the recovery by a local
authority of the amount of a judgment for arrears of rates against the owner of
an abandoned property. Tt applies only where the owner is unknown, or eannot
be found and has no known agent:, or is dead and has no exeeutor or administrator,
or gives notice in writing that he abandons the property. The elause authorizes
the loea] authority, after the judgment has remained unsatisfied for six months,
and after the Registrar of the Supreine Court has given a further six months'
notice of intention to sell or let (under section 79 (1) to (3) of the principal
Aet), to obtain the authority of the Magistrate's (Jourt to sell or let the property
itself instead of doing so through the Registrar. If the Magistrate gives
authority, the local authority may sell or let by public auetion or publie tender
at a reserve price or rent fixed by it. If the property is not then sold or let,
the loeal authority may sell or let it by private contract, at not less than the
reserve price or rent, at :my time within twelve months. In all other respects
the principal Aet applies, except that the local authority is authorized to write
off any part o f the debt that it cannot recover.

No. 92-2



This PUBLIC BILL originated 11% the HOUSE oF REPRE-

SENTATIVES, and, havige this dag passed as now

prigiled, is transmitted to the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
for its concurrence.
Holige of RepreseRtatives.

22%4 Novenber, 1950

Hon. Mr. Bodkiie

RATING AMENDMENT

Title. A-NAL

1. Short Title.
2. Valuation roll and rate book

inay be combined where

rating is on annual value,
3. Amending provisions as to

numbering of valuation roll
where rating is on annual
value.

YSIS

4. Abolishing partial exemption
froni rates in respeet of
unoccupied buildings.

5. Alternative procedure for sale
or letting of abandoned
property where judgment for
rates not satisfied. Conse-

quential amendments.

A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to Amend the _Rating Act, 1925. Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of Ne.w
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority

5 of the same, as follows :-
1. This Act may be cited as the Rating Amendment Short Title,

Act, 1950, and shall be read together with and deeined See Reprint
part of the Rating Act, 1925 (hereinafter referred to as

Vol. Vil, p. 977

of Statutes,

the principal Act).
10 2. Section fifty-two of the principal Act is hereby Valuation roll

amended by adding the following subsection:- and rate book

may be
" (4) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing combined

provisions of this section, in any ease where the system where rating
m on annual

of rating on the annual value is in force, it shall be value.
15 lawful for the local authority, instead of transeribing

in a rate book the particulars of every rate and such
other particulars as are prescribed or authorized by this
section, to cause to be entered on the valuation roll for

20 the time being in force under section thirty-three of this
Aet such of those particulars as are not already entered
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on iliat roll. -When those particulars are so entered the
valuation roll shall be deemed for the purposes of this
Act to be the valuation roll and rate book of the

local anthority, and the provisions of this Act relating
1.0 the valuation roll and to the rate book shall, with any 5
necessary inodifieations, apply to the valuation roll
accordingly."

3. The First Schedule to the principal Act is; hereby
amended by omitting froin the form numbered (2) the
/4.ords " [N.B.-Every entry on the list must be nunibered 10
conseeutively, from one upwards.] ", and substituting
the words " [N.13.-Every entry on the list must be
numbered.] ".

4, Seclion sixt>-lihio of the principal Act is hereby
repealed. 1.5

5. ( i) The principal Act is hereby amended hy
inserting, after section eighty, the following section:-

" BOA. (1) This ,section shall apply to any property
in respect of which any judgment for rates has been
given against the owner, and in respect of which the 20
owner-

"(a) Is unknown ; or
"(b) Cannot be found after due inquiry and has no

known agent in New Zealand; or
" (c) Is deceased and has no personal representative ; 25

or

Gives notice in writing to the local authority
in whose favour the judgment has been
given that he desires to abandon the
property. 30

" (2) When the provisions of subsections one to three
of section seventy-nine of this Act have been complied
with in respeet of any property to which this section
applies, and the period of six months referred to in
subsection two of that section has expired, the local 35
authority may ap.ply to the Registrar of the Supreme
Court referred to in the said seetion seventy-nine for
a certificate to the effect that those provisions have been
complied with, and it shall be the duty of the Registrar,
on payment to him of a fee of one pound, to issue such 40
a certificate accordingly instead of selling or letting the
lairl under that section,
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" (3) On receipt of the Registrar's certificate under
the last preceding subsection, the loeal authority may
apply to a Magistrate's Court having jurisdiction in
the district in whieh the property is situated for an

5 order declaring the property to be abandoned property
and authorizing the local authority to sell or let it
pui'suant to this section.

" (4) Every application to the Magistrate's Court
iinder this section shall be made and dealt with by war

10 of originating application under the rules of procedure
for the tiine being in force under the Magistrates ' Courts

Act, 1947, and the fees prescribed under those rules in
respect of such applications shall he payable thereon.

"(5) The Magistrate, if satisfied that the property
15 to which 11'.o application relates is one to which this

section applies, and on production to him of the
-Registrar's certificate issued under subsection t·wo of
this section, may make an order declaring the property
to be abandoned property and authorizing the local

20 authority to sell or let it pursuant to this section.
" (6) Every order so made shall be deemed to be

made upon and subject to the following terms and
conditions, namely:--

" (a) The local authority may from time to time

25 offer the property for sale or letting by
public auction or public tender, until it is
sold or let:

"(b) The local authority shall, in the case of every
such offer for sale or letting as aforesaid,

30 fix such reserve price or rent as it thinks
fit:

" (c) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (b) of
this subsection, every offer for sale or
letting under this subsection shall be upon

35
and subject to such terms and conditions as
the local authority thinks fit:

" (d) The person submitting the highest bid or, as
the ea se may require, the highest tender
shall, if the amount of that bid or tender
is not less than the reserve price or rent,

40
and if he complies with the terms and
conditions so fixed, be the purchaser or
lessee, as the ease may require :

3
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" (e) Any propertv offered for *81« or letting as
aforesaid and not sold or let may, at any
time within twelve months thereafter, be
sold or let by private contract at a price or
rent lint 101:s than tne ic,verve fixecl when it 5
was so offered and otherwise on such terms

and conditions as the local authority thinks
fit:

" Provided that no property which has
been so offered for letting only shall be sold 10

by private contract until it has first been
offered for sale as aforesaid.

" (7) The provisions of paragraphs (f) to (i) of
section eighty of this Aet, and the provisions of section
eighty-one of this Act, shall, as far as they are 15
applicable and with the necessary modifications, apply
to every sale or letting under this section in all respects
as if references therrin to the Rc,gistrar of the Supreme.
Court were relerence,: to tile local t:ittlic,rity, and as if tlie
reference in paragraph (h) to the signature and seal of 20
office of the Registrar were a reference to the seal of

the local authority, in the ease of a body corporate, or
to the signature of the local authority in any other ease:

" Provided that it shall not be lawful for the District

Land Registrar to register any instrument executed bv 25
the local authority for the litirpose of giving effect to
any sale or letting under this section unless there is
lodged with the instrument a copy of the order of the
Magistrate's Court sealed with the seal of the Court,

" (8) The provisions of subsection six of section 30
seventy-nine of this Act (which relates to the application
of the proceeds of a sale or letting by the Registrar
under that seetion) shall, as far as they are applicable
and with the necessary modifications, apply to every
sale or letting under this section. 35

" (9) 1-n any case where ihe proceeds of aity sale
under this section are insufficient to meet the amount of

any judgment, rates, interest, or costs and expenses to
which subsection six of section eighty of this Act applies,
the amount of the deficiency may be written off by the 40
local authoritv as irrecoverable.
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" (10) Nothing iii this section shall be construed to
limit the application of section seventy-nine of this Act
to any property to which this section applies, in any ease
where the local authority elects to proceed under that

5 section or, having proceeded under this section, is unable
to sell or let the property pursuant to this section."

(2) Nothing in section eighty  of the principal Act,
as inserted bv this section, shall be construed to limit or
affect the provj sions of the Tenaney Act, 1948, or the

to Serviceinen's Settlement Act, 1950.
(3) Section seventy-nine of the principal Aet is

herebv amended by mnitting from subseetion seven the
words " the next succeeding section ", and substituting
the words " the next two succeeding sections ".

(4) Section one hundred and twelve of the principal
Act is hereby ainended by inserting, after the word
" eighty ", the words " eighty A ".

By Authority: B. E. OWEN, Government Printer, Wellington.-1950.
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