RATING AMENDMENT BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE
This Bill makes miscellaneous amendments to the Rating Aect, 1925.

Jlause 2 allows a local authority rating on annual values to combine its
valuation roll and rate book in one book. At present the particulars in the
roll have to be transcribed in a separate rate book in which the only additional
details are particulars of the rates. Under this clause the valuation roll may
be adapted so that these additional particulars dare added to it.

Clause 3 allows a local authority rating on annual values to adopt its own
system of numbering entries on the valuation roll. At present the properties
listed in the roll must be numbered consecutively from one upwards, which
means that the whole roll has to be venumbered in every rating year because
of the subdivision of properties.

Clause 4 abolishes the partial exemption from rates where dwellinghouses and
other buildings are vacant for not less than six months in the rating year. At
present only half the year's rates are payabie in such cases.

Clouse 5 provides an alternative proecedure for the recovery by a loeal
authority of the amount of a judgment for arrears of rates against the owner of
an abandoned property. 1t applies only where the owner is unknown, or ecannot
be found and has no known agent, or is dead and has no executor or administrator,
or gives notice in writing that he abandons the property. The ¢lause authorizes
the local authority, after the judgment has remained unsatisfied for six months,
and after the Registrar of the Supreme Court has given a further six months’
notice of intention to sell or let (under section 79 (1) to (3) of the prinecipal
Aet), to obtain the authority of the Magistrate’s Court to sell or let the property
itself instead of doing so through the Registrar. If the Magistrate gives
authority, the loeal authority may sell or let by publie auetion or publie tender
at a reserve price or rent fixed by it. If the property is not then sold or let,
the loeal authority may sell or let it by private contraet, at not less than the
reserve price or rent, at any time within twelve months, In all other respects
the principal Aet applies, except that the local authority is authorized to write
off any part of the debt that it cannot recover.
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Hon., Mr. Bodkin
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Title. ANALYSIS
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A BILL INTITULED
Ax Aot to Amend the Rating Act, 1925. Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority
5 of the same, as follows:—
1. This Act may be cited as the Rating Amendment short Title,
Aect, 1950, and shall be read together with and deemed See Reprint
part of the Rating Act, 1925 (hereinafter referred to as ifo?t‘”ﬁt’:’ -
the principal Act). SRR

10 2. Section fifty-two of the principal Act is hereby valuation roll
amended by adding the following subsection :— ;T‘y?te hook
: e

““(4) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing combined
provisions of this section, in any case where the system whererating
of rating on the annual value is in force, it shall be ;Safllllefmnm]

15 lawful for the loeal authority, instead of transcribing
in a rate book the particulars of every rate and such
other particulars as are prescribed or authorized by this
section, to cause to be entered on the valuation roll for
the time being in force under section thirty-three of this
Act such of those particulars as are not already entered
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2 Rating Amendment

on that voll. When these particulars are so entered the
valuation roll shall be deemed for the purposes of this
Act to be the wvaluation voll and rate book of the
Ioeal anthority, and the provisions of this Act relating
to the valuation roll and o the rate book shall, with any
necessary  modtfications, apply to the wvaluation roll
accordingly.”’

3. The First Sechedule to the principal Aet is hereby
amended by omitting from the form wnumhered (2) the
words ““ [N.B.—Every entry on the list must be numbered
congecutively, from one upwards.]”’, and suhstituting
the words ““[N.B.—FEvery entry on the list must be
nunbered.]”’.

4, Section gixty-nine of the pirincipal Aect is hereby
repealed.

5, (1) 'The principal Aect is hereby amended by
inserting, after section eighty, the following section:—

“¢80a. (1) This section shall apply to any property
in respect of which any judgment for rates has been
given against the owner, and in respect of which the
owner—

““(a) Is unknown; or

““(b) Cannot be found after due inquiry and has no

known agent in New Zealand; or

““(¢) Is deceased and has no personal representative;

or

““(d) Gives notice in writing to the local authority

in whose favour the judgment has been
given that he desires to abandon the
property.

““(2) When the provisions of subsections one to three
of section seventy-nine of this Aet have been complied
with in respeet of any property to which this section
applies, and the period of six months referred to in
subsection two of that section has expired, the local
authority may apply to the Registrar of the Supreme
Court referred to in the said section seventy-nine for
a certificate to the effect that those provisions have been
complied with, and it shall be the duty of the Registrar,
on payment to him of a fee of one pound, to issue such
a certificate accordingly instead of selling or letting the
lan'l under that seetion,
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Rating Amendment 3

“(3) On rveceipt of the Registrar’s certificate under
the last preceding subsection, the local authority may
apply to a Magistrate’s Court having jurisdietion in
the distriet in which the property is situated for an
order declaring the property to he abandoned property
and authorizing the local authority to sell or let it
pursuant to this seetion.

““(4) Fvery application to the Magistrate’s Court
mnder this section shall be made and dealt with by wayv
of originating application under the rules of procedure
for the time being in force under the Magistrates’ Courts
Aect, 1947, and the fees prescribed ander those rules in
respect of sueh applications shall be navable thereon.

““(H) The Magistrate, it satisfied that the property
to which the apphication relates is one to which thig
section applies, and on production to him of the
Registrar’s certificate isgued under subsection fwo of
this section, may make an order declaring the property
to be abandoned property and authorizing the local
authority to sell or let it pursuant to this section.

““(6) KEvery order so made shall be deemed to be
made upon and subject to the following terms and
conditions, namely :-—

“(a) The local authority may from time to time
offer the property for sale or letting by
public auction or public tender, until it is
sold or let:

““(b) The local authority shall, in the case of every
such offer for sale or letting as aforesaid,
fix such rveserve price or rent as it thinks
fit:

““(¢) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (b) of
this subsection, every offer for sale or
letting under this subsection shall bhe upon
and subject to such terms and conditions as
the local authority thinks fit:

““(d) The person submitting the highest bid or, as
the case may require, the highest tender
shall, if the amount of that bid or tender
is not less than the reserve price or rent,
and if he complies with the terms and
conditions so fixed, bhe the purchaser or
lessee, as the case may require:
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4 Rating Amendment

““le)y Any property offered for =ale or letting as
aforesaid and not sold or let may, at any
time within twelve months thereafter, be
sold or let by private contract at a price or
rent not less than the reserve fixed when it
was so offered and otherwise on such terms
and conditions as the local authority thinks
fit:

“ Provided that no property which has
been so offered for letting only shall be sold
by private contract until it has first been
offered for sale as aforesaid.

“(7) The provisions of paragraphs (f) to (i) of
section eighty of this Act, and the provisions of section
eighty-one of this Aect, shall, as far as they are
applicable and with the necessary modifications, apply
to every sale or letting under this section in all respects
ag if references thevein to the Regictray of the Supreme
Court were references to the local authority, and as if the
reference in paragraph (%) to the signature and seal of
office of the Registrar were a reference to the seal of
the local authority, in the case of a body corporate, or
to the signature of the local authority in any other case:

¢ Provided that it shall not be lawful for the District
Land Registrar to register any instrument executed by
the local authority for the purpose of giving effeet to
any sale or letting under this section unless there is
lodged with the instrument a copy of the order of the
Magistrate’s Court sealed with the seal of the Court.

“(8) The provisions of subsection six of section
seventy-nine of this Act (which relates to the application
of the proceeds of a sale or letting by the Registrar
under that section) shall, ag far as they are applicabie
and with the necessary modifications, apply to every
gale or letting under this section.

“(9) In any cage where the proceeds of any sale
under this section are insufficient to meet the amount of
any judgment, rates, interest, or costs and expenses to
which subsection six of section eighty of this Act applies,
the amount of the deficiency may be written off by the
local authority as irrecoverable.
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Rating Amendment 5

“¢(10) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
limit the application of section seventy-nine of this Act
to any property to which this section applies, in any case
where the local authority elects to proceed under that
section or, having proceeded under this section, is unable
to sell or let the property pursnant to this section.”

(2) Nothing in section eighty a of the principal Act,
as inserted by thig section, shall be construed to limit or
affect the provisions of the Tenancy Act, 1948, or the
Servicemen’s Settlement Act, 1950.

(3) Section seventy-nine of the principal Aect is
hereby amended by omitting from subsection seven the
words ‘¢ the next succeeding section ”’, and substituting
the words ‘‘ the next two succeeding sections 7.

(4) Section one hundred and twelve of the principal
Act is hereby amended by inserting, after the word
““eighty 77, the words ‘¢ eighty a 7.

By Authority: R. E. OWEN, Government Printer, Wellington,—1950.
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