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[This Bill is a reprint (with two clauses, 30, 31, added) of the Bill 
prepared by tke Statutes Revision Oommission in 1881" showing 
the additions made therein by the ·House of Representatives, which 
were a matter of conferer1,ce between the two Houses in that year.] 

PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGES. AND PRACTICE, 1883. 

ANALYSIS. 

Title. 
1. Short Title. 
2. Interpretation. 

l'RIVILEGES. 
3. Legislative Counl'il and House of Representa

tives to have same privileges, &c., as House 
of Commons, so far as consistent with the 
Constitution Act. Such privileges, &c., to 
form part of law of colony. Exception as to 
aids and supplies. 

4. In case of inquiry into privileges, &c., printed 
copy of Journals of House of Commons 
evidence of Journals. 

l'UBLIOATION OF DOCUMENTS. 

5. Proceedings civil or criminal against persons 
for publication of reports, &c., by order of 
any legislative body to be stayed, upon pro
duction of a certificate verified by affidavit 
to the effect that such publication is by .order 
of such legislative body. Notice of applica
tion to be given. Power of Court. 

6. Any such procee<ling to be stayed when com· 
menced o,· prosecuted in respect of a copy of 
any report verified by affidavit. 

7. In prom•edings for printing any extract or 
abst,ract of any report, &o., if shown that. 
such abstract was bond fide made, defendant 
entitled to verdict of not guilty. 

14. Members and officers bound by recognizance 
may apply for exemption. 

15. Duty 0£ Court to make inquiry and grant 
exemption. 

16. Members and officers of Assembly may obtain 
adjournment of civil proceedings against 
them in certain oases. Court may adjourn 
case likely to come on for hearing during 
session on application of member or officer, 
and after inquiry. When member or officer 
in attencl:imce on Parliament; he must apply 
to Speaker for certificate entitling him to 
procure an adjournment. 

17. Power of Court in whi<>h proceedings pending. 
Proviso. 

18. Members may attend Court by leave of Council 
or House. 

19. Court to take j u<licial notice of signature of 
Speaker. 

20. Service of process of Courts not of record to be 
void. 

:PRIVATE ESTATE BILLS. 

21. Allegation of petition. 
22. Copy petition .and proposed Bill may be filed 

in Supreme Court. 
23. J ,1tlge may direct how. inquiry to be carried 

on, &c. · 
24. Judge may hear evide11ce. 

EXEMPTION FROM ATTENDANCE ON COURTS OF 25. Judge may cause jury to be summoned. 
RECORD, ETC. 26. Judge to report or certify facts found. 

8. Speaker in attendance on Parliament exempted 27. And whether legislntion requisite and jJroposed 
from attendance on Courts upon resolution A.ct suitnble to effect its objects. 
of Council or House. Power to Speaker to 28. Rules of Supreme Court, when applicable, to be 
sign certificate in his own favour in certain followed. 
cases. 29. No petition for Privnte Estate Bill to be pro-

9. Members and officers of Assembly may apply ceeded with until reported upon. 
during session to Speaker for exemption from I 
attendance in civil Court,s. GENERAL :PROYISIONS. 

10. Members and officers h?und by recognizance 30. Quorum of Legislat.ive Council. 
may apply for _exen:ipt1on. . 31. Appoint.rnent, of Clerk of Parliaments. 

11. Speaker to m:i,ke mqun·y and grant certificate. 32. Legislative Council and House of Representa-
12. Effect of cert1fi~at,e. tives may administer oaths. 
13. Members and officers of Assembly may apply 33. Immunities to witnesses. 

before session to Court for exemption from 34. Repeal. Second Schedule. 
attendance therein. First Schedule. Schedules. 

----------------------------------------

A BILL INTITULED 

AN AcT to consolidate the Law relating to the Privileges, Immunities, and 
Powers conferred on the Legislative Council and the House of Representa
tives of New Zealand and the Practice of Parliament. 

H°E IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is "The Parliamentary Privileges and Practice 
Act, 1883." 

2. In this Act,-
'' Speaker" includes the Acting-Speaker and any other person £or the time 

being acting in the capacity of Speaker: 
"Court of Record" includes the Court of Appeal, the Supreme Court, the 

Court of Vice-Admiralty, District Courts, and no other Court: -
" Process " includes every writ, summons., and subprena. · 

No. 17-1. 

Title. 

Short Title. 

Interpretation. 
1878, No. 16, e. 3. 
1866, No. 78, s. 2. 



\2 Parlitt;,mentary ... Privileges· an</, ·.Practice. 

J.>RIVILEGES • 

. 3; The Legislative Council or .House of Represen~atives of New Zealand 
respectively, and the Committees and members thereof respectively, shall hold, 
enjoy, and exercise such and the like privileges, immunities,. and powers as 

Legislative Council 
·and House of Repre
sentatives to have 
same privileges, &c., 
-as House of Com
mons, so far as con
sistent with the Con
stitution Act. 

1865, No. 13, s. 4. 

at the time 'of the passing or this Act are held, enjoyed, and exercised by the 5 
Commons House of Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, and by the Com
mittees and members thereof, so far as the same are not inconsistent with or 

. . 

·Such privileges, &c., 
to form part of law 
·of colony. 

repugnant· to the provisions of the · Constitution Act for the time being .in· force, 
whether such privileges, immunities, or powers were so held, possessed, ·or 
enjoyed by custom, statute, or otherwise. 

And such privileges, immunities, and powers shall be deemed to be, and shall 
be, part of the general and public law of the colony; and it shall not be necessary 
to plead the same, and the same shall in all Courts and by and before all Judges 
be judicially taken notice of. 
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Exception as to aids 
•and supplies. 

Nothing herein contained shall confer on the Legislative Council any power or 15 
privilege exclusively possessed by the House of Commons in respect of money Bills, 
or the granting of aids and supplies. · 

~n case_otinquiry 4. Upon any inquiry touching the privileges, immunities, and powers o:f the 
mto privileges &c. "d C ·1 H f R t t· f C · b printed copy d£ ' sa1 ounc1 or ouse o epresen a IVes, or o any omm1ttee or mem er 
-Journals of ~ouse of thereof respectively, any copy of the Journals of the said Commons House of 20 
Commons evidence of p 1. · d · t b · t d b d f h "d C Journals. ar iament, printe or purportmg o e prin e y or er o t e sa1 ommons 
lb., e. 5. House of Parliament by the Printer to the said Commons House, shall be ad

mitted as evidence of such Journals by all Courts, Judges, Justices,. and others, 
without any proof being given that such copies were so printed. 

PUBLICATION OF DOCUMENTS, ETC. 

Proceedings civil or 5. In any civil or criminal proceeding commenced or prosecuted in any 
·criminal against per· manner for or on account or in respect of the publication by any_.person, or 11ons for publication 
of reports, &c., by by his servant, or by or under the authority of such Legislative Council or 
~:!!~ i~:;{~ts· House of Representatives, of any report, paper, votes or proceedings, such person 
stayed, upou pro- may bring before the Court in which such proceeding shall have been or shall be 
duction of a certifi- · · 
cate verified by affi- so commenced or prosecuted, or before any Judge of the same, a certificate 
davit to the effect under the hand of the Speaker of such Council or House, stating that .the report, 
that such publication d" h b · · · 
is by order of such ' paper, votes or procee mgs, as t e case may e, m respect whereof such CIVIi or 

25 

30 

legislative body. criminal proceedings shall have been commenced or prosecuted, was published by 
lb., s. 7. such person or by his servant by order or under the authority of such Council or 35 

Notice of application 
to be given. 

l'ower of Court. 

Any such proceeding 
1to be stayed when 
-commenced or prose
•cuted in respect of a 
,oopy of any report 
verified by affidavit. 
Ib., s. 8. 

In proceedings for 
printing any extract 
or abstract of any 

House, together with an affidavit verifying such certificate. 
Not less than twenty-four hours' notice of the intention of any person to 

avail himself of the privilege conferred hereby shall first be given by him or on 
his behalf to the prosecutor or plaintiff in such proceeding or to his solicitor. 

Such Court or Judge shall thereupon immediately stay such civil or criminal 
proceeding, and the same and every writ or process issued therein shall be and 
shall be deemed and taken to be finally put an end to, determined, and super
seded by virtue of this Act. 

6. In any civil or criminal proceeding heretofore or to be hereafter com
menced or prosecuted for or on account or in respect of the publication of any 
copy of such report, paper, votes or proceedings, any defendant may lay before 
the Court or Judge such report, paper, votes or proceedings, and such copy, 
with an affidavit verifying such report, paper, votes or proceedings, and the cor
rectness of such copy; and the Court or Judge shall immediately stay such civil 
or criminal proceeding, and the same and · every writ or process issued therein 
shall be and shall be deemed and taken to be finally put an end to, determined, 
and superseded by virtue of this Act. 

7. In any civil or criminal proceeding heretofore or to be hereafter 
commenced or prosecuted for printing any extract from or abstract of any such 
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puper, votes 
-;L·'F'""' issue or denial such paper, votes or pToc,ee1:tn1:sr:s, 

published bona and 
opinion of the a verdict 1.,ot 

of the Legif'lafrrn Council, 01· 

in nttendance 
of record or to attend thereat 

or :J.s a, witness 
the 1:natter to the 

ancl such orrleT may 
01· House may thi11k if it be xesolved 

:from such resolution shall be 
effect as foe cm'tificate hereir-

o:i: any otheT member. 
if the CouneiI m Ho1~se be umier adjournment, and it be 

it shall be 

exempted :from &tm, 

ie:ndance on Court~ 
1"6iHJlution .of, 

Hou~~~ 
Jlfo. 73, 6. 

to 
a illl 

0wn fa.vo111r in. 
te: a certificate to the 11.k,e, effect as 1s hereinafter cert~Jin eases. 

of any other member; but such certificate shall :remain 1,1 

m1til the matter shalJ have been submitted the at the first 
convenient to tl1e Council or a.ml mder shall he made 
{hereon~ 

1i:}" ViThenever any member of the or ~my mex:nber of 
or 

in attendance on 
any Court of xecord to a,ttend 

a party or 1:1o witness in any civil p1·oceeding, or: as a 
witness in any such member o:r officer, being a member or 
officer of the may apply to the a 

member or officer of the Honse of Representatives, to the 
from such attenclance. 

10" VVhen any such membeT or offieer ati in attendance 011 

shaU have been hound prosecute m' to give 
evidence at any sitting of a Court of record to be holden any session of 
the General o:r within before the commencement thereof o:r 

c1,:Eter the termination in any case of 
member or o:fficer of the Council may 

or., being a member or officer of the Honse of. 
to be exempted from such attendance. 

or misdemeanour, 
apply to the Speaker 

to the 

11" On any such to a Speaker, unless it shall appear to his satis-
on such inquiry as he may think fit to make into the circumstances ofc 

case, that the ends of public justice would be defeated or injmi.ously 
or that i:rrep::i,rable would be caused to any party to 

such Court of 1°ecord, the non-attendance of such member or officer, such 
shall certificate under his hand to the effect that the attendance 

of the o:r officer therein name1i is required 
d1uing the session. 

12. On such certificate being presented_ to the Court in which the attendance 
of such member or officer is he shall !Je from attend-

therein until ten after the ter:mim~.tion of. the session then held, 

Members and ofllcero 
of Assembly may 
apply BBB~T.!)lli. 

to Spev.ker e:x-
ernption from atten"' 
dance in civil Conrt!J .. 

Ibo, ~o 7. 

Member03 and oilto(;;i·Jl\is 
bound by 
zance may 
e:s:emptfon. 
Ib., ~" S. 

Spea!rn:r to m11,b 
and gmnt. 

Ibo, s. 9. 

Effect of c®rtill\@tl,t®. 
Ib., ~. 10. 



Wie:rahers. a11d offi.0ers 
of. _t._., • .,m,,1y 
,i;ppiy before 
1.io Court fm: exemp& 
c~ion fromt attsndanee 
therein. 
Ffrat Schedule. 
1866~ J.<.Too t73) @. 3. 

]/fombern 11md officer;; 
bm:rni, by 
zt11nce tuay 
eu,mptlo~. 
Ih.~ ~. L.t. 

Dntv of 0011.:rt to 
make inquiry and 
grant exmnpt.Ji.on, 
1h01, 3, 5. 

:Members ,;ml. o.filceis 
,of Assembly may 
o~t~h'.: adjournxnent 
(ff c1v1l p1Coc1em1ntgs 

Court 

aiession on s.11n11rn,ucn 
of member or 0JTI.cer·1 

J,l:lci. li!fter ing_uilly. 

an(l 110 

officer in 

:not 
Court of reeon!l to :1ttend 

as a pal.·ty CT a 
Jl?n:.:,eetxlin.g .. , s1t{:.}1 :ffh~l~nlJf~J· 

fG.·ocess i8s u.ed ·b:P 
1-'.L 1iVlrnn any ,: acl.i 

holeif;IJ 
the 
of 
v,ttendance at such 

150 ()~JJ. 

to 

or 

shall h'.1 taken such. or 
or i.1t 

oE 
non-attendance in o"bedience to such process 

and the Court shall diTect such ,v•.cn·po-11.vLmc;u 

such ora_er as it s1rnJ1 deem convenient mid 

or r ... s a 

or any rnerrther 
the Ffrst 
fhe p1·ocess of ~~n1y 
Hll';l S8SS10D. o:t the 

OJ: to the ('.01n~t ~(1°01r: ·wl,ich snel, 
£1T¥n1 a.t.te11.da11ce on sl1c~h 1:;ou.rt" 

n1e1nbe1· 01· officer r11ay 
o:l' ,mc,h Court. 

fr~}JJJ attenclan.ee J.1u1dr 
P.,J?lYCaT te the sa1-1E

vrouic1 he 
cn:asect to :JI1:y 

ilnch member or oflicer in 
obedie11ce to r:n1cl1 p,roeess {H' i11 :p11rgnanee of s11c}1 1Cou..Tt 01· 

shall order that t1udi membeT OT oflicer shall f1·orn such 
attendance until from -~he teEninatic,n .of the sm,s1011 
of the Genernl of which such 1s claimed ; 

And may make the attendance of such men1 ber or officer at the 

5 

o:I' such Court at such future date after the of such ten a8 30 
such Court or Judge may think :fit. 

16. vYhenever any civi.l 

or anJr sTtc]1 tYfficel' as in tl1e First 
sb.a.11 lJe set d(Jvfl1 for 

u1 any Court of Tecord 
(Jo1l11c·iJ OI' tJ1e rI011se 

co11rse to con1c 
held within the 

of a:ny r3e2~21on oi t]1.e ("teneral 
<.),Jte1~ the tel'n1i11a.tion of thB ~:nid 211.c]J 1:ne1nber 

or officer 
or 
conditi.om1 

of 211cb:. ttial (H' to 
the 40 

(1.) vVl,el'e 
a,nd the come 011 OT ohall be s~~t do,vu 
:for txial at a, a.ny s1Jch (;cnlrt 
ter1 before tl1e eurnn1encen.!.ent of the sess1011 or 

suclt 1ne.n.1lx=:.r or officer slu:J1 1nal:,:.e 
wI1icl1 s1.1ch 
ment of 

that 



~,ffm·decl him of at the trial or hearing 
such and that his attendance on Parliament will prevent 
his being able so to be 

Vvhen such mem be:r or officer shall be in attendance on and 
such shall. he to come on or shnll be set down for 
trial at 

2, 2CBS10Il of Parlia.n1ent OT withir1. 
' sue_a n1embc:r or officer shall 

House of which he is member or officer for 
to an adjom0 nment of such trial o:r u,,,._,,u. ... 

to be held at any time 
thereafter, then 

of the Council or 
H certificate entitling him 

Such shall be made upon an affidavit of such. :mem1Jer 
and delivered to such that such -i.n·oc~e1::d.111g are 

of conJ.e 011_ 01~ nre set down. fo:r trial or hearing 
such such_ sessj.01!. or within 

01~ officer at and that 
such trial or 

'rhe said 
for his interest. 

by the eleventh 
would be caused 

thereof weTe 

certificate in tem.1s of the aforesaid. 
such m'e 

l 7, The Court in which such 
above-mentioned. cases, cause the trial or 

in numner provided 
that 

if the trial or hea:r
·,,ith a 

to the Court in which 

without cost to such member or offi.ce:r from time 
held after the of 

"\Vhen 11:1embm:: o,r 
office1~ in attenclant1~~ 
on Pm:littment, he,; 

ttl· 

howeve1", in the case for the first subsection o:f. Pr,niM. 

ec:tion the Court may make the same inquiries as the of eithei· 
louse of Assembly is required to make under the eleventh section, and shall not be 
ound to or the trial or hearing· if it shall be satisfied that 

would. be caused to any to such such 

be construed to limit o:r 
--~ 0 "·n«,;- the power of the Council or of the House of 

leave to any of the niembeTs or officers of either House 1886, No. 'J'S,~- Ula 

any Court in of which it may appe!lr a_esirable to the Council 
as the case may be,, that such leave should be 

And any member of eithel' obtained leave of absence without 
reference to the process of any fJO far as any Court not 

a Court of hrrt not as of consi.dered as 
in attendance upon his duties in Parliament. 

19. It shall he the of all Courts, and. all otbe1· Court to tsk0 jIBdfolltt£· 
notice of the notice of sigm,ti.u•,; ,,lf' 

Speu.Jrnr. 
:my Ib., s. 11. 

If any person shall serve 
out of any Court or 
of or 

or cause to be served any summons or process 
other than a summons or warrant on a 

upon any such member or officer as o,L•cn.,,oa 

the sarne in any 
any session of the 

commencement or ten after 
such service shaU be invalid and of none effect. 

Se:r11ic0 of proeeii of 
Courts not of r®oord 
to bei za.itt 
Ib., l~t·tJ i:1i'.3l"~H~~i 



2lL ]:very 
an allegation that 
th.a:n 

PRIVATE ESTATE ,BILLS~ 

a Estate :Bill shall 
Bill are not attainable 

p~iitfon and 
m:,oicl1JEB~_1

1 
:BiB r1C1t'1y 1:,tr lil 

l!lupreme 

2 2. At any time within one month aftel' the publication in the and 
a. newspaper in the provincial district in which rmy estate the 

of or to be affected an intended to the (hmeral Oo1u~~., 

may cause 
jmy lie ·summoned. 
Ill., !, '!. 

for a Frivate ]~state BiU shall be 
for such Private 

the (}er1e1ral 
Est.Rt~~ I)il\~ the J?eI·s,cin 01· ]Ji2l'song sign.ing 
the OJ:' one ithe of 
di.stil'i~·t in ,Fhieh the hei·editaments to he 
Shun lJe situated 2,, copy of such 

to a ,J uclge of the 
fhat su 1el1 

othe1' directions 

one or m.ore of 
or their 

of ~n1ch 
such notice may file m the office nf 
the Court of the 

such. Private 
and may 

for order 

rslrnJl be ieffn·ied on, 
r:.otices thereof shall be 

and. shall 
n-1ay se,ern to 

him 
;2l,;t such Judge, OI' any other one of the m and 

such n1an:ner_, 
t1rnn tLe 

for the 

oath or 

(at 
notice to 

sha.11 

tion to the contained 111 

proposed Bill, other than the 
not attainable otherwise than 

to such 
Bill are 

2 5. The to whom any application shall he made for an order for the 
holding of any such or the Judge lJefore whom any shall he 30 

if he shall think fit,, may order that a shall be summoned 
to atternl before him at a convenient to hear 

vlhonit the evmence 
ver-diet mav find or ,, 

i,tatecl. 

and the 
direction 

of such 
the facts so 

I:l: a shaH Tbe directed to he it shall be struck and 
summmiecl m like rmmner as are struck rmcl summoned in civil 
actions in the 

shall be 

evidence 

evidence shan he or such verdict 
o:r certificate,, under his hand and 

addressed to the of the Legis-
Council the rnsuit of the 

a jury, o:r the verdict of the 
if such evide:n.ee shall have been l1eard l1efore 

2 The J ndge shall also in liJrn manner 
lative Council whether or not 
in his opinion, be 

Act 
sueh as 

of such JBiIL 

and. whether 
if the same be into 

to the Legis
are such as may, 

or otherwise 
of the 

tb.e pr0°• 
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Such ,Judge may, if he shall think fit., one or 1norn of t:he 
Court to peruse such report or certificate, and to ,Jon;;;ide:r so much 

as shall relate to the objects of the . Bil!, aml n:my abstain from 
so much of the said or certificate as shall relate to such 

whom he shall request to con:side1· same shall coucu:r with 
him in and sign so much of the said or certific:,,te. 

In the summoning of i11 the holding of ano1 
eei)ct1ng l'elating to the inquiry, anr:l. m of evidence as a.tor,erna1(1, 
pTr,c.tice and ot the SupTeme for the time being_, 

i1,etions shaU be followed,c. so far as may be found or made 

to and. 
to the same 

as 

'llrith lmless 
certificate of 

RuleB of Sun:il'\%D@! 
whe~ 

be ,,.,.,,,.,,,"IJJ· 

t,o 1Je vn,~n,u~u 
the estate to lJe until :report£(l TJ.1po:rL 

fm0 th that the lb,, :l, 11. 

nrcroo:secl Bill, 

have 
as the case may be _; and 

Bin are not attainable otherwise than 

GENERAL PROVISIONS, 

not attain able 
or have been found. 

the 

30. The necessary m1mlJer of memlJers of the Council to con-
stitute a quorum shall be regulated from time to time by mles or orders of the 
Legislative Council. 

31. The present Cle:rk of the House of Representatives, so long as he shall 
:hold such shall be the Clerk of and whensoever he shall 
cease to l1olcl the office of Clerk of Parliaments the to such office 
shall as as rnay IJe, accordance with the law and usage or the 
Imperial Parliament. 

32. 'rhe Counci1 
rnittee eithe.r of such Council or House, any 

and any such Committee as afmcesaid to 

and any Com~ 
Committee of such Council 
which any pfrvate Bill may 

Quorum or 
Legislative Council. 
1865, No. 20, B, 3. 

Council 
House of Rep1•r,1. 

sentatives llli.cl"' 
ministe:r 

such Council or House, may 
tbe witnesses examined before such Council} or 

person examined as afmesaid who shall 

administer an oath to 1865, No. 13, B. 

or Committee. 1860, No. 1., 6, 2. 

give false evidence shaH Ib., ~. ,:t 
ba liable to the of 

33. Every witness sworn and examinecl under the of this Act has In:mnrnitiea to 

and shall m of the testimony which he has or shall give when witneIDses. 
1 1.1 · . . . 'ii • •1 . • • "] 1875, No. 201 ~, 2. 

so sworn, t 1e i1 .• rn privileges, 1mmmuhes., and. muemmties 1n al. respects as are 
or belong to any -witness sw01·n and examined in the Court" 

The Acts enumenited in the Second Schedule are hereby :repealed. Repeai. 
Second Schedule. 



1866, Ifo. '13. 
1878, No. 16. 

8 'Parliamentary Privileges and P'i'actice. 

SCHEDULES. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 
The Clerk of Parliament. 
The Clerk of the Legislative Council. 
The Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
The Serjeant-at-Arms. 
The Clerk-Assistant of the Legislative Council. 
The Clerk-Assistant of the House of Representatives. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

AcTs REPEALED. 

1861, No. 33.-rrhe Parliamentary Costs Taxation Act, 1861, 
1865, No. 13.-The Parliamentary Privileges Act, 1865. 
1866, No. 73.-The Privileges Act, 1866. 
1872, No. 73.-The Privileges Act 1866 Amendment Act, 1872. 
1875, No. 20.-The Parliamentaq Privileges Act 1865 Amendment Act, 

1875. 
1878, No. 16.-The Privileges Act 1866 Amendment Act, 1878. 
1860, No. i.-The Private Bills Evidence Act, 1860. 
1867, No. 17.-The Private Estate Bills Act, 1867. 
1865, No. 20.-The Legislative Council Quorum Act, 1865. 
1872, No. 2.-The Clerk of Parliaments Act, 1872. 

By .A.uthority: Gxo:&Gll Drnsnu11Y, Government :Printer, Wellington.-1883. 


