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A BILL INTITULED 
AN AcT .to regulate the Importation .and Carriage of Poisons. Title. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make better provision. for regulating Preamble. 
the importation and carriage of poisons by land or water, particularly 

5 when carried with articles of food : 
BE IT THEREFORE. ENACTED by the General Assembly of New 

Zealand·in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows :- ' 

' 1. The Short Title of this Act is" The Poisons Importation and Short Title. 
10 Carriage Act, 1893" ; and it shall come into force on the first day -Of 

January, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four. 

.. 

.· ' ' 

2. In this Act, unless inconsistent with the context,- Interpretation. 
"Carrier" includes every person or body of persons carrying 

goods for hire by any means, and whether by land 'Or 

15 water: 
·" Pa:ckage" means any case, cask, keg, jar, bottle, vessel, or 

r~ceptacle, or covering of any kind, in which poison jg 
packed or contajned : 

'' Poison " means any one or more of the poisons or com-
20 pounds of poisons or goods mentioned in the Schedl'1.le to 

this Act: 
" Proper officer of Customs " means any person employed 'On 

any duty dr service relating t6 the Customs under any 
law for the time being in force : 

No. 20-1. 



2 Poisons Importation and Carriage. 
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" Ship " includes vessel of every kind: 
" Warehouse-owner " includes every person or body of per

sons owning, managing, or controlling any warehouse, 
store, wharf, quay, or other piace or premises in qr' on 
which goods are deposited. 5 

Package delivered to 3. No person shall deliver any packa.ge containing poison to any 
warehouse-owner or h · d . t b 't carrier to be marked ware ouse-owner or earner, or sen or carry or cause o e sen or 
•• Poison." carried any such package, containing poison wholly or in part, to or 

Packages of poison 
to be securely 
packed. 

How poison to be 
-packed. 

from any port or place in New Zealand, unless the true name or de
scription of such poison, with the addition of the word "Poison," 10 
is distinctly written, printed, or marked in easily-legible characters 
on the outside of the package; nor, in the case of delivery to or dep·osit 
with any warehouse-owner or carrier of any such package, without 
also giving notice in writing to him of the name or description of 
such package, and that it contains poison. 15 

4. Every package containing poison which shall be imported by 
a:q.y person into the colony, or shall be sent by any person by means 
of any carrier for delivery at any place within the colony, shall be 
strongly and securely packed; and every person importing or sending 
any package containing poison as aforesaid shfl,ll be required to see 20 
that the same is packed as required by this Act, that is to say,- . 

(1.) If such poison shall be in a dry or solid state it shall be 
packed in iron watertight drums, or watertight oaken 
cases, casks, or kegs bound with hoop-iron ; or 

(2.) If such poison shall be in a liquid state, it shall be 25 
placed in securely covered or fastened glass or earthen
ware jars or bottles or other like vessels contained in a 
suitable case or covering packed with all necessary pre
cautions to avoid injury by breakage, leakage, or any other 
injury incident to its carriage. 30 . 

(3.) Any such package may be contained in any case or covering 
of any kind with any other goods not being goods suitable 
for the food of men or animals. 

Poison to be kept 5. Every warehouse-owner, and every carrier, whether by land or 
separate from food by water, shall be bound to see· that any package containing poison is 35 
during transit. 

kept separate and distinct from any goods of any kind suitable for 
food of men or animals deposited with or carried by him, and so as 
not in case of breakage or leakage to intermix with, contaminate, or 
injuriously affect such goods; and if he has not at the time space for 
the storage or carriage of any such package without committing a 40 
breach of this Act he shall be entitled to refuse to accept delivery of 
or to carry the same, as the case may be. 

Penalty .. 6. If any person shall commit a breach of any of the fore
going sections, he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one 

Agent not liable if hundred· pounds : Provided that if any such person shall show that 45 
unaware of contents. he was merely an agent or servant in the importation, carriage, or 

:Master of ship, on 
arrival, to inform 
Collector what 
·poison Oil boa.rd. 

delivery of any such package, and had no actual knowledge or had no 
reason to suspect that such package contained poison, he shall not 
be liable to such penalty. 

7. (1.) When any ship which shall hereafter arrive in the colony, 50 
whether British or foreign, shall have on board any package or pack- . 
ages containing poison, it shall be the duty of the master of such ship, 
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'• 
\ 

.. foi?ons Importation and Qarr:iage. 
' -~' 

... , . ,. 1.2. Allpenalt~es recoverable u:qder t;his Act. shall be recovered 
' in 8, f;UIDlilary way before any ~esident '.l'Y.1:agistrate, or' two or more 
Justices of the Peace, in the manner provided by "The Justices of 
the Peace Act, 1882." . 

Arsenic and itl'! preparations. 
Prussic acid. 

SCHEDULE. 

Cyanides of potassium and all metallic cyanides. 
Strychnine and all poisonous vegetable alkaloids and their salts. 
Aconite and its preparations. · 
Emetic tartar. 
Corrosive s.tiblimate. 
Cantharides. 
Savin and its oil. 
Ergot 0£1 rye and its preparations. 
Oxalic acid. 
Chloroform. 
Belladonna and its preparations. 
Essential oil of almonds (unless deprived of its prussic acid). 
Opium, and all preparations of opium or of poppies. 

By A.uiihoriiy: SA.:ni:u'!;:t OosTALL, Government;,Printer for the time being, Wellingto:n.-1898. 


