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NUCLEAR FREE NEW ZEALAND BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The nuclear arms race is acc ler.ting and is out of control.
The superoowers' negotiations for nuclear arms limitation have broken down.
It is therefore necessary for the non-nitclear states to take their own initiatives

and give legislative effect to a nuclear free zone.
This Bill bans nuclear weapons from entering New Zealand. The Bill is designed

to give legal efrect in New Zea]and tO the United Nations General Assembly
resolution to create a nuclear·weapon·free zone in the South Pacific. While the
United Nations resolution was promoted by the third Labmir Government it
was the present National Government that voted for the resolution in the UN.

The Bill further provides that nuclear power stations, nuclear powered vessels
and the dumping of nuclear waste is prohibited in New Zealand.

Nuclear equipment needed for approved scientific research and for medical
use will remain lawful.

Chnue 2 is a defulition section.

Claus<' 3 binds the Crown.

C/a,131 4 is the operative section that prohibits the entry of nuclear powered
ships and the entry of ships and aircraft carrying nuclear weapons into New
Zealand.

Clalise 5 is the operative section that prohibits the dumping of nuclear waste
in New Zealand.

Clause 6 provides that nuclear devices and waste can be permitted in New
Zealand for approved medical and research purposes.
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A BILL INTITULED

An Act.to make New Zealand nuclear free

WHEREAS New Zealand was a sponsor of. and is a sigiatory
to, Resolution 3477 (XYX) of the United Nations General

5 Assernblv (set out in the Schedule to this Act) which was carried

by 94 votes to nil on 11 December 1975:
AND WHEREAS the objective of the said Resolution was the

establishment of a nuclear-weapon·free zone in the South
Pacific:

10 AND WHEREAS it is desirable to give legislative effect in New
Zealand to the National Goveimment's policy of endorsing the
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the South Pacific
and to therefore prohibit nuclear weapons ft'oin entering either
New Zealand or the territorial sea of New Zealand:

15 AND WHEREAS it is desirable to prohibit nuclear power
stations, nuclear vessels and the dumping of nuclear waste in
New Zealand:

. BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the

20 same, as follows:
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.,Vucle,ir Free New Zealand

1. Short Title-This Act inay be cited as the .ft:clear Free
New Zealand Act ] 984.

2. Interpretation--In r.liis Act, unless the context otherwise

requires--
"New Zealand" includcs the territorial sea of New Zcal:jid, 5

as defined in section 3 of the Tefritorial Sea and

Exclusive Econoinic Zone Act 1977:

''Nuclear device" means any nuclear power planr., nuclear
powered vessel. or nuclear reactor:

"Nuclear fuel" Inc:ms anv material' which is capable of 10

producing enerv by a self-sustaining process of
nuclear fission:

"Nuclear power plar.C' means any power plant in which
a nuclear reactor is or is to be used as the source of

power, whether for the generation of power. or for 15
the propulsion of a vessel or other form of conrevance,
or for any other purposes

"Nuclear powered vessel" means any ship, aircraft,
hovercraft, or other fonn of conveyance. equipped
with a nuclear power plane 20

"Nuclear reactor" means any installation containing
nuclear fuel in such an an-angement tliat a sell-
sustaining chain process of nuclear fission can occur
therein without an additional source of neutrons:

"Nuclear waste" means any material or equipment; used 25
in or resulting from the construction or operation of
a nuclear device or from the production or use of
nuclear fuel, which is radioactive and for which. there

is no longer a use:

"Nuclear weapon means an>-rveapon which is powered 30
,,

by nuclear fuel or is armed or is capable of being
armed with nuclear warhead.

3. Act to bind the Crown-The Act shall bind the Crown.

4. Prohibition on nuclear devices and nuclear weapons
within New Zealand-(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of 35
any other enactment, no person shall knowingly-

(a) Bring or cause or permit to be brought into New Zealand
C

any nuclear device or nuclear weapon:
' (b) Construct or otherwise create within New Zealand any

nuclear device or nuclear weapon: 40
(c) Cause or permit any nuclear device or nuclear weapon

to remain withi»n New Zealand.
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(2) Arty person who contravenes subsecilen (1 ) of this section
coininit:, an offence and is liable on conviction to a Bne not

exceeding S{.]00,000.

5. Prohibitio-n on nuclear w::ste withm New Zealand-

5 (1) Notwithstanding the provisioils of any other enactment, no
person sli:ill :moz:'ingly---

(a) Bring or cause or pei-niit to be lito:15611, into New Zealand
any ii©iclear waste:

(b) Abandon or dunip within New Zealand any nitclear waste.
10 (2) Any person who contravenes subiection (1) of this section

commits an offbnce and is liable on conviction to a fine not

exceeding 5100,000.

6. Defence in case of medical or research use, or where
no reasonable means available to remove nuclear device

15 from New Zealand-(1) It shall be a defence to a charge under
section 4 orsection 5 of this Act for the person charged to prove
that the presence within New Zealand of the nuclear device
or nuclear waste is or w as required for, or necessarily resulted
from-

20 (a) A bona fide medical use or purpose approved by the
Minister of Health as requiring that device or waste;
or

(b) A bona fide scientiftc research use or purpose approved
by the Minister of Science and Technology as

25 requiring that device or waste.
(2) It shall be a defence to a charge under section 4 {c) of this

Act for the person charged to prove that-
(a) There was no reasonable means available to him to

remove the nuclear device from New Zealand; and

30 (b) He had informed the Minister of Science and Technology
of the presence of the nuclear device within New
Zealand as soon as was reasonably practicable.
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4 Ni:.clear Free New Zealand

SCHEDULE

3477 (XXX) EST.:1:1.1:.11,11:NT or A Nt'CL.EAR-TVI.:1'Of-FR}:1 ZONK
IN' 1-HE SOL;-rn P.4 ]1 IC

The Gencrol .hiend.

Oniciet.'3 01 rpc iii '-rent need for :Hne(-ner.1 on n-je:,sures to acilieve the

goal of gener·al and compt,ne disdrniament, 11-iciouitici :111:lcar di:,in:ian:tnt,
under c:ticd,e international cont,01,

Continred that the prolifiration of ri.,ck·.ir weanons and the continuance
of the wiricar arms r,-ice are .11:10.12 the irreatest :lirears to world peacee

and the Turival of tnankind,

Abting th:,_t Art:cle VII of the Treaty on the No:. P:cli!-<-Jition of Nuclear
LVeaootis acknowledges 11,2 Echt of any group of States to Conclude region,:1
treaties in order to en.tire the coral al>Unce of nuclear weapons in their
respective territories,

Noting Jurther the declaration of the Review Conference of the Parties to

the Treatv on the Ne.11 Proliferation of Nucle.ir Weapons that the

establishtnent of internationally recos::iized nuclear··.4¢apon·free zones, on
the initiative and with the agreement of the directly concerned States of
the zone. reps-esents an effective m.cans of curbing the spread of nticle.ir
weapons and could contribute significantly to the security of' those State.:.

E):dorsing the declaration of the Review Conference that the co-operation
of the nitclear·weapon Siates is necessary fi)r the maxinium effectiveness
of any treaty arrangen.:11:s for establishing a nuclear-we:ipon·free zone,

Rrcallini .n particular. the D:clarat.i,)ri on the Denuclearization of Africa.
adopted hy rhe Assembly of Her.ds of State and Government of the
Organisation of Africall Unity at its first ordinary session. held at Cairo
from 17 to 21 july 1961. and the notable progress achieved by the Latin
American States towards the demicleariiation of their rezion.

Noting, in addition. that the Heads of Government of the independent
or self·governing States members of the South Pacific Forum emphasized
in their communique of 3 jtily 1975 the importance of keeping the South
Pacific region free from the risk of nuclear contamination and of
involvement in a nuclear contlic[ and commended the idea of establishing

a nuclear-weapon·free zone in the South Pacific as a means of achieving
thlt aim,

1. Endorses the idea of the establishment of a nuclear·weapon-free zone
in the South Pacific;

2. Invitet the countries concerned to carry forM ard consultations about

ways ind means of realizing this objective:
3. Expresses the }LOP€ thal all States, in porticrilar the nuclear·weapon States,

will co·operate fully in achieving the objectives of the present resolution;
4. Requests the Secretar:-General to render all necesary assistance to the

States of the region in giving effect to tk.e purpose of the present
resolution.

2437th plenarv meeting,
11 December 1971
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