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A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to amend the Magistrates' Courts Act, 1908. Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliainent assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

5 follows :-

1. This Act may be cited as the Magistrates' Courts Amend- sh„t ri,le.
ment Act, 1913, and shall form part of and be read together with the
Magistrates' Courts Act, 1908 (hereinafter referred to as the priii-
cipal Act).

10 2. (l.) The Governor inay from time to time, by warrant 111ider Appointinetio of
his hand, appoint fit and proper persons to be Stipendiary Magistrates Magistrates.

to exercise criminal and civil jurisdiction within New Zealand.
(2.) All Stipendiary Magistrates shall hold office driring the

pleasure of the Governor.
15 (3.) A person shall not be appointed a Magistrate unless,-

(a.) He is a barrister or solicitor of the Supreme Court of not
less than flve years standing ; or

(b.) He has been continuously employed as Clerk of a Magis-
trate's Court for a period of at least ten years, and is a

20 barrister or solicitor.

(4.) All Magistrates appointed under the principal Act and
holding office on the commencement of this A.et shall be deemed to
have been appointed imder this Act.

3. (1.) Froin and after the passing of this Act every Magistrate Salaries.
25 shall receive in each and every year a salary of seven hundred

pounds:
Provided that the principal Magistrate exercising jurisdiction iii

Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, and 1)unedin respectively shall
receive in each and every year a salary of eight hundred pounds.

30 (2.) All such salaries sliall be paid out of the Consolidated
Fund without further appropriation than this Act.

(3.) Nothing in this section shall be so construed as to reduce
the salary received on the passing of this Act by any Magistrate.
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4. Wliere a Mtigistrate ,/1 the comme/,ceme,/t Of this Act holds in
conjunction with his office as Magistrate any ofTice to which the
Pul}lic Service Act, 1912, applies the Governor iIi Council may, if
he thinks fit, by notice in the Gazette, declare that such Magistrate
shall iii respect of his oflice as Magistrite, and notwithstanding 5
anything in the last mentioned Act, he subject to the provisions of
that Act ; and in such case the provisions of the last preceding
section shall not tlpply.

5. Every Magistrate shall be entitled to such travelling and
other allowances as may be prescribed. 10

6. The civil jurisdiction of the Court includes the following
in:itters : --

(a.) Breach of contract, or tort, where the amount claimed does
not exceed two hundred pounds, exceptimf in actions for
fa,lse imprisoitilient or illegal arrest, or for malicious 15
prosecution, or for seduction, or for breach of promise of
Iliarriage :

(b.) Debt, where the suni clainied does not exceed two hundred
pounds, whether stich slim is the original aniount of the
debt, or a balance after allowing payment on account, or 20
credit for goods supplied, or the amount of any other
adulitted set-off :

(c.) Partnership accounts, or disputes between partners, where
the :bmount involved does not exceed two hundred

pounds: 25
Struck out.

(d.) The recovery of compens:,tion zinder the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, 1908 :

(e.) The attachment of debts not exceeding iii ainotint the sinii
of two hundred pounds :

(f.) The enforceinent of cla,inis zipon aiid the recovery of posses-
sIoii o f soine specific illovable property tlie value whereof
does noD exceed two hundred pounds :

0.) The recoverv of possession of tenements, with or without
arrears of rent or niesile profits,-

(i.) Where the claiin is alleged to have arisell oil the
detern,imition of a temincy or occup:ition at H: rental llc)t
excreding the rn,te of two hundred and ten pounds by the
3'ear.

(ii.) In other c:,ses, where the value of tlie tenement 40
does not exceed two hundred potuids :

Struck o'itt.

(/1.) The gralit of probate or of letters of :idministration where
the estate docs not exceed iii vallie oile hutidred poiinds.

(i.) interpleader cases genertilly, when the vallie of the subject- 45
matter in dispute does not exceed two hundred pounds :

(j.) Where the parties agree, by writing signed by them or their
solicitors, that, whatever the amount or value of the
subject-matter, but not in excess of five hundred pounds
(provided the case is otherwise within the jurisdiction), 50
the Court shall have jurisdiction:

(k.) The granting a writ of arrest for holding to bail any person
about to quit New Zealand leaving unsettled a claim
within the jurisdiction of the Court:
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(l.) The settlement of disputes between any buildikig society
and its members, where the amount involved does not
exceed two hundred ponnds ; and the recovery of moneys
or enforcement of claims by or against any building
society, and all other matters arising under the Building
Societies Act, 1908, not exceeding in amount or valrie
the sum of two hundred pounds.

7. The principal Act is hereby amended as follows :-- Repeats.

(a.) By repealing sections seven, eight, nine, and twenty-two to
twenty-six ;

(b.) By omitting from subsection one of section ten all words
after the word " stead " ;

(c.) By omitting from section thirty the words '' in its ordinary,
extended, or special jurisdiction " ;

(d.) By omitting from section thirty-seven the words " (what-
ever his jurisdiction under this Act) " ·

(e.) By omitting from subsection one of section forty the words
" some other Magistrate or " ; by omitting the words
" respective jurisdictions of the Magistrate or Justices so
sitting, but within the jurisdiction of the Magistrate
usually presiding in Ruch Court," and substituting the.
words " jurisdiction of the Justices so sitting " ; and by
omitting the words " Magistrate or , .

(f.) By omitting from subsection one of section sixty-three the
words " appointed to exercise special jurisdiction in
partnership matters "

New.

(f.) By oinitting from subsection two of section ninety-two the
words " twenty pounds " and substituting the words
" fifty pounds."

(q.) By omitting from subsection one of section one hundred and
fifty-one tlie words " and in any action for libel or
slander " ; and by oinitting from subsection fotir of the
saine section the words "In any action for libel or slandei,
if an application for reinoval is made, and " ; and

(h.) By repenling section one hundred and lifty-nine.
Struck out.

8. Section ninety-two of t,he principal Act is liereby ainezided
by omitting froin subsection two the words " twenty pounds " and

40 substituting the words " fifty pounds."
9, (1.) The Governor may from time to time, by warrant under

his hand, appoint a fit person to be Magistrate, to exercise in the
Chatham Islands such ei¥il-a}*d criminal jurisdiction. 0.11(1. 81[cll, cit'iI

jurisdictio}t ilot iu-HHy-e#60 exceeding the civil jurisdiction conferred
46 by this Act on Magistrates as the Governor directs.

(2.) A Magistrate so :tppointed shall hold oftice during the
pleasure of the Governor, and shall receive in each and every year
silch salary as is from time to time appropriated for the purpose by
Parliament.

50 (3.) Except as provided iii this section, this Act shall not apply
to a Magistrate a,ppointed under this section.

By Authority : JoRN MACKAy, Government Printer. Wellington.- 1918.
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