This Pusric BinL originated in the House oF REPRESENTATIVES,
and, having this day passed as now printed, is transmitted to
the Lecistative Councin for ifs concurrence.

House of Representatives,
14th September, 1927.

TAs AMENDED BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.]
Hon. Mr. Bollard.

MARRIAGE AMENDMENT.

ANALYSIS.

. 2. Special provisions for appointment of persons

Title. to conduct marriage ceremonios on behalf

1. Short Title. of religious bodies whose rules do not
recognize office of minister of religion.

A BILL INTITULED
AN Act to amend the Marriage Act, 1908.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
5 follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as the Marriage Amendment Act, 1927,
and shall be read together with and deemed part of the Marriage Act,
1908 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act).

2. (1) If the Minister of Internal Affairs is satisfied with respect

10 to any religious body (not being one of the bodies referred to in the
Third Schedule to the principal Act) that the constitution or tenets
of that body do not recognize or make provision for the office of
minister of religion within the membership of the body, he may, in
accordance with the following provisions of this section, direct the
Registrar - General to enter upon the List of Officiating Ministers
compiled for the purposes of the principal Act the names of such
adult members of that religious body as he thinks proper, being in
his opinion persons of good character and otherwise qualified to act as
offictating munisters ; and every person whose name 1s so entered
20 ghall, while his name is on the said list, be deemed accordingly to be
an officiating minister for all the purposes of the principal Act.

(2) No person shall have his name entered on the List of Officiating
Ministers pursuant to this section except on the petition in writing of
ten adult members of the religious body to which he belongs.

(3) The signatures to such petition, and the description of the
petitioners as adult members of the religious body concerned, shall be
attested and verified in the same manner as if the petition were a
certificate given under section ten of the principal Act.
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