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[As REPORTED FROM TITE STATITTES REVISION COMMITTEE]

House of Representatives, 12 November 1953

Words struck out by Statutes Revision Committee
a,e shown in italics in square brackets or enclosed in
panel.

Hon. Mr Webb

LAW PRACTITIONERS AMENDMENT

Til,le. ANALYSIS

1. Short Title and commencement. 5. Consent of New Zealand Law

 Society to formation of new
Admission Fus and P'ractising Fas District Law Society.

2. Admission fees and practising 6. Omeers and Councils of District
fees to be prescribed by Law Societies.

regulations.
3. Refunds and abatements of

practising fees. Disciplinary Committee

7. Quorum for interim suspension.
Law Societies 8. Right of practitioner to be heard.

4. President of New Zealand Law 9. Disciplinary Committee may order
Society may be additional to payment of costs without a
members of Council elected by finding of guilty.
District Law Societies. 10. Orders of Disciplinary Committee.

A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to amend the Law Practitioners Aet 1931. Title.

BE IT ENACTED hy the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

1, [(1)] This Aet mar he cited as the Law Prac- Short Title and
titionors Amendment Act 1953, and shall be read commencement.

together with and deemed part of the Law Practitioners see Reprint
of Statutes,Aet 1931 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Aet) '
Vol. IV, p. 1060

Struck out

(2) This Act shall come into force on the first day
of January, nineteen hundred and fifty-four.
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2 Lam Practitioners Amendment

Admissi071, Fees and Practising Fees

2. ( 1) The Governor-General may from time to
time, by Order in Council, make regulations on the
recommendation o f the Council of the New Zealand

Law Society for the following purposes: 5
(a) Prescribing the fees to be paid for admission

as a barrister and as a solicitor:

Preseribing the practising fees to be paid for
annual certificates as a barrister and as a

solicitor, and the fee to be paid to the 10
Registrar for the issue of every such
eertifieate :

(c) Apportioning each practising fee among the
District Law Society, the New Zealand T ia-W

Society, and the New Zealand Council of Law 15
Reporting, or between any two of them, or
to any one of thern.

(2) The District Law Soeiety shall be entitled to
receive :111 admission fees.

(3) The District Law Society, the New Zealand 20
Law Society, and the Now Zealand Council of Law
Reporting shall each be entitled to receive the prescribed
portion (if any) of each practising fee.

(4) For the purposps of this section the. expression
"District Law Society", in relation to any fee, means 25
the District. Law Boeiety within whose district the fee
is payable and received.

(5) Section six of the principal Act im hereby
amended by inserting, after the words "directing that ",
the words " upon payment of the prescribed fee". 30

(6) Section fourteen of the principal Aet is hereby
amended by inert.ing, afl,·r the words "directing that",
the words " upon payinent of the prescribed fee".

(7) This seetion is in substitution for secitions
forty-t'<,111· and forty-five of the principal Act, and 35
thos,· seetion and the First Schednle 1.0 the principal
Arl :ind subm,ction ime of Necttion thirty-eight of the
Law PractitionerK Anion,]ment Act 1935,:ind Bill)section
two of section three of the New Zealand Council of

Law Reporting Act 1938 are hereby accordingly 40
repealed.



Law Practitioners kmendment 3

3. (1) Where any practitioner haN been in practice
( wiwthor in one district or iii two or more districts)
ful· less than fliren 111(mths in any year for which an
animal <ferti fictate :iH a barrister or :ts a solicitor has

o liepli isinwd to him, the Council of the DiHirict La.W
Society entitled to a portion of' the practising fee paid
by him For thal certificate may refund to him such part
as the Council thinks lit of t.hat portion of the practising
Fee.

10 (2) Where ally practitioner commences practice
during l,lie last three months of any year the Council
of the Distric,1, Law Soc,iety entitled to a portion of
his practising [ee for t,hal. y,ar may accept iii full
satiKFaction of that portion suck, part thereof as the

15 C 'c,tuieil thinks Itt.

(3) This section is in snbstittition for subsections
1 wn and thron of secttion thirty-eight of the Law
Prtic·titioners Amendment Act 1935, and those sub-
sections are hereby accordingly repealed.

Refunds and

abatements of

practising fees.

1935, No. 20

20 Law Societies

4. (1) Section sixty-five of the principal Act is President of

}wreby amen(led by repealing subsection (Ine (as 226
amended by section three of the Law Practitioners maybe

additional toAmendnient Aet 1952), and Stibstituting the following members of

26 subsection: Council elected

by District Law" (1.) There shall be- Soeieties.

"(ct) A President of the Society, who shall 1,0 1952, No. 29
elected by the Council from tlie. inembcu·s
of the Society and on his election, if imi

30 already a member of the Council, shall
become a member of the Council:

" ( b) Two Vice-Presidents of the Society, who shall
be elected by the Council from the niembers
of the Council."

35 (2) Section three of the Law Practitioners Amend-
inent Aet 1952 is hereby consequentially repealed.

5. Section fifty-two of the principal Act is hereby Consent of
amended by inserting in subsection one, after the words New Zealand

Law Society
"with the precedent consent", th words " H E the New toformation

40 Zealand Law Society and". of new District,

Law Soeiety.
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4 Law Practitioners Amendment

6. (1) Section fifty-nine of the principal Act is
hereby amended by repealing subsection one (as
amen(led by section thirty-nine. 01' the Law Practitioners
Amendment Act 1936), and substituting the following
subsections : 3

" (1) Every District Law Hociety shall have a
Council consisting of a President of the Society, a
Vice-President of the Society, and such number of
other members, not being Jess than five nor more than
twelve, as is prescribed by the rules of the Society. 10
The President, Vice-President, and other inember,{ 01'
the Couneil shall be elected at the annual meeting of
the Society or, if the Council so decides or the rules so
provide, shall be elected annually by postal ballot of
the members of the Society. 15

" (1A) Every District Law Society may also have
such other officers, whether ehosen from among the
members of the Couneil or otherwise, as may be
prescribed by the rules of the Society. Each such
other officer shall be elected or appointed in such 20
nianner as may be prescribed by the rules."

(2) Se.etion sixty of the principal Aet is hereby
consequentially amended by omitting the words " shall
consist of such members, not being less than five nor
more than eleven, as is determined by its rules, and, 25
subject to such rules", and substituting the words
"'subject to the rules of the Society".

(3) Seetion thirty-nine of the Law Practitioners
Amendment Act 1935 is hereby consequentially repealed.

Discipli*ary Committee 30
7. Section six of the Law Practitioners Amendment

Aet 1935 is hereby amended hy i n serting in subsection
three, after the words " suspending him from practice",
the words " otherwise than by way of interim suspension
under subsection three of section four of this Act". 35

8, Section seven of the Law Practitioners Amend-
ment Act 1935 is hereby amended by inserting, before
th„ words " The Disciplinary Committee", the words
" Except wilen inaking an order for intelmi suspelision
under subsection three of section four of this Act". 40
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9. S<*,tiou thirteen of the Law Practitioners Amend-

ment Aet 1935 is hereby ainended hy adding ilic: \vords
" ami without finding any such barrister or solicitor
guilty of prot'essional misconduct, may nevertheless order
him to pay iii respect 01' costs or expenses such sum
as the 1)isciplinary Cominittee may fix if, having regard
to all the circumstances of tile ease, it seems just to the
Committee to do so".

Disciplinary
Committee may
order payment
of costs without
a finding of
guilty.

1935, No, 20

10. (1) Section fifteen of the Law Practitioners orders of

Ainendinent Act 1935 is hereby amended by repealing 855{Wy
subsection one, and substituting the following subsection: 1935, No. 20

" (1) Every order made by the Disciplinary Coin-
itiittee under this Part of this Act shall be signed by the

15 person acting as Chairman of the Committee at the
meeting when the order was made or, if he is not
available, by some other member of the Committee
present at the meeting when the order was made; and
every such order, other than an order for interim sus-

20 pension under subsection three of seetion four of this
Act, shall contain a statement of the findings of the
Committee in relation to the ease. "

(2) Section fifteen of the Law Practitioners Aniend-
went Act 1935 is hereby further amended by adding

25 the following subsection:
" (5) Every document purporting to be an order

of the Disciplinary Committee and to be signed by
the Chairman or any other member of the Committee
shall, in the absence of proof to the contrary, be

30 deemed to be an order of the Disciplinary Committee
duly made, without proof of the making thereof, or
proof of signature, or proof that the person signing
the order was in fact the Chairman or a member of the

Committee entitled to sign the order."
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