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Hon. Mr. Fisher.

LOCAL ELECTIONS AND POLLS AMENDMENT.

ANALYSIS.
Title. i 4. Sectionsix of Amendment Act, 1918, amended.
1. 8hort Title. 5. Section 12 of Amendment Act, 1913, amended.
2. Voting-paper to be officially marked. Repeal. | 6. Section thirty-nine of punclpal Act amended.
3. Preliminary count of the votes. Repeals. Schedule.

A BILL INTITULED
Ax Acr to amend the Local Elections and Polls Act, 1908.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as the Local Elections and Polls
Amendment Act, 1914, and shall form part of and be read together
with the Local Elections and Polls Act, 1908 (hereinafter referred to
as the principal Act).

2. (1.) Before giving any Votln -paper to a voter the Returning voting.paper to be

Officer or Deputy Returning Officer shall euter on both the counter-
foil and the back of the voting-paper a number (called a consecutive
number) beginning with the number one in the case of the first voting-
paper issued by him, and on all succeeding voting-papers issued by
him the numbers shall be consecutive, so that no two voting-papers
issued in any booth shall bear the same number; on the counterfoil
of the voting-paper he shall also write his 1n1t1als, and the number
appearing on the roll against the name of the elector to whom the
voting-paper is to be given; on both the counterfoil and the back
of the voting-paper he shall place his official mark, and then draw
a line in pencil or ink through the number and name of the voter
on the roll as evidence that the voter has applied for and has received
a voting-paper.

(2.) At elections where any voter is entitled to give more than
one vote the Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer shall also
write on the roll against the name of the voter a number denoting
the number of voting-papers given to him.

(3.) Every Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Officer who
fails faithfully to perform any duty imposed on him by this section,
by reason whereof any of the requirements of this section are not
effectively fulfilled, is liable to a fine of fen pounds.
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(4.) This section is in substitution for section twenty-three of
the principal Act, and that section is hereby accordingly repealed.

(5.) The voting-papers at elections and polls under the principal
Act shall have printed on the counterfoil and back thereof
respectively the matter contained in the Schedule hereto, and the
forms numbered (5) and (6) of the Second Schednle to the principal
Act are hereby amended accordingly.

3. (1.) Every Deputy Returning Officer, at the polling-place at
which he presides, shall, as soon as practicable after the close of
the poll, make up into a parcel the copy of the roll supplied to him
on which the fact of any person having received a voting-paper has
been noted, together with all the counterfoils of voting-papers that
have been issued to voters, and such parcel shall be sealed by the
Deputy Returning Officer and by such scrutineers as are present and
desire to do so.

(2.) The Deputy Returning Officer shall then in the presence of
such of the scrutineers as choose to be present, and the poll-clerks
(if any), but of no other person, open the ballot-boxes, and, taking
therefrom all the voting-papers therein, and setting aside as in-
formal all voting-papers which do not clearly indicate the candidate
or candidates for whom the voter desired to vote, shall proceed to
ascertain the number of votes recorded for each candidate.

(8.) Immediately after ascertaining the number of votes recorded
for each candidate, the Deputy Returning Officer shall announce the
result of the voting at the polling-place at which he presides, and
shall forthwith send the said numbers to the Returning Officer, who
shall make up and provisionally announce the whole number of votes
received by each candidate at the election.

(4.) This section is in substitution for section twenty-six of the
principal Act, and that section and also section five of the Tocal
Elections and Polls Amendment Act, 1913, are hereby accordingly
repealed.

4. Subsection two of section six of the Local Elections and
Polls Amendment Act, 1913, is hereby amended—

(e.) By inserting, after the words * together with,” the words

“the packet containing the counterfoils and” ; and

(b.) By omitting the words *“as prescribed by section twenty-

three of the principal Act.”

5. Section twelve of the Liocal Klections and Polls Amendment
Act, 1913, is hereby amended by omitting from: subsection one the
words ‘“ and all the copies of the roll marked as provided by section
twenty-three of the principal Act”’; and by adding the following sub-
section :—
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““(3.) All copies of the roll on which the fact of any person having .

received a voting-paper has been noted shall be forwarded by the
Returning Officer to the Clerk of the local authority, and shall be
retained by him until the close of the next succeeding general election
of members of the local authority.”

6. Section thirty-nine of the principal Act is hereby amended
by omitting from subsection one the word ““seven,” and substituting
the word ““ ten.”
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SCHEDULE. Schedule.

MATTER TO BE PRINTED ON COUNTERFOIL AND BACK oF VOTING-PAPER.

Consecutive No. :

To be entered here and also or. the
top left-hand corner of the back of
voting-paper.

No. on Roll:

To be entered here only.

Official

Btamp across the
perforation
s0 that the
number of the
polling-place shall
appear on both the
counterfoil and
the voting-paper.

Mark.

Initials of
Deputy Returning Officer :

By Authority : Joux Mackay, Government Printer, Wellington.—1914,




