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· A BILL lNTITlJLED' 
.A,N ACT to 1ctl~r, the_ Oqnstftrtion of the Legislative CounqiJ of .New Title. 

· · _ . , . ·. .. 'fg,al::i,nd. , . 
BE IT ;ENACTED~ by the::Ge11eral Assembly of New Zealand in 

5 P~rliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-
1. The ~hort Title of/ this Act. is '' The Legislative Council Act, short Title. 

18.89.'' 
. . . 2. ln t:l1e co:µs.tructio;µ ()f this Act_ :the foJlowing terms :;shall, if Intarpreta.ti.pn. -
not inconsistent with thei S-bl;pject-1:p.atter or, c0ntext, have 1ilre mel'.tnings · 

10 hereby .severally assigned to them :- · 
No. 21-1 . 

• ., 



fd,3ctions ·.:Jlt Oor·.
i:.eh 
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10. If any member shall for one whole ses'si'6':rt of0tifi!e G~neral Seats y~ated in 
Assembly, without pei·mission of the Council, fail tt'5 give ltls•attendance'. certain cas.es •. 

in the Courrcil, or shall take anv oath, or n:rake' anv deHaratidn oi 
acknowledgment, of allegiance, ob~dience, o:i; adherence to any foreign 

5 Prince or Power, or do or concur in or ab~ut any act wn'ereby he may 
bAcome a subject or citizen of any foreign State or Power, or become 
entitled to the rights, privileges, or imniunitfos of a· subj'ect of any 
foreign State or Fower, or shaU become a ban:kfupt; or ah i11solvent 
debtor within the meaning of the laws relating to insolverlt debtors, or 

10 shall become a' public defaulter, or be attainted of treason; or be con-. 
victed of' felony or any infamous crime, his seat in the Council shall' 
therebv become vacant. · 

11. Whenever it shall be established- to the sati~faction of the Speaker to give 
Speaker that a: vacancy exists· in the· Council he 8h'al'I fortll.'}Vith give notice of vacancy. 

15" notice thereof in the Gazette in the fo1•m set·fortb·1n1the\PirsfScheduie· 
to this Act. 

: 1 !;;t · A printed copy of such notice shall be forwarded' by the Clerk Notice ~o.h~ seµf; 
by post as a registered: letter to every member of the G¢nei:'a~' Assembly,· members. 

addressed: to him at his ushal or last known place of abode fa New Zea\~ 
20 land,· or such notice may be delivered personally tq any such member. 

13. If the vacancy occur during a recess the eleGtibn.Shall take Vacancy in recess. 

place on the second Tuesday after the day of meeting of Parliament 
in the next session. 

14. If a vacancy OCCUr during a Session the elebtfoh shall fake Vacancy in session. 

25 place on th~ second 'l1uesday aftet the publication in the Gazette of the' 
notice by the Speaker as hereinbefore provided. 

15. If a sess:ion ends· before the expfratiim of fourteen days after Provision when ... 
the day on which a poll is appointed to take place, arid' Iio person session ends within 
h b 1 d 1 t,, · ·h 11 t k · 1 · tl · f '11' ' · · ' · fourteen days. as · een e ecte , an e ec 10n s a .a e p ace 1n ie o owmg session,' · 

30 in like manner as though the vacancy had' occurred· during a: recess. 
16; The Clerk shall be the Returning Officef, and~ with' sribh. Clerk t? be 

assistance· as he may require, shall conduct the tilectton. Returnmg Officer. 

. 1 7. 'Any three members of the General Assembly may nominate a Thr~emembers ma.y 
candidate in the form set forth in the Second Schedille to this Act: nommate. 

35 Provided always that _no person shall be norninated or capable of being 
elected who is not of the full age of twenty-one years, arid a natural-born 
subject of Her Majesty or a subject of Her Majesty duly naturalised 
according to the law for the time being in force in Great Britain or 
New Zealand for the naturalisation of aliens. 

40 18. The nomination-paper must be left with the Clerk five days Nominaiii~n-plllpel'.lf 
before the day appointed for the election. to beleftwithClerk. 

19: · The Clerk shall forthwith cause a· printed n~tice; in the form ~Jerk to post notice 

set forth. in: the· Third Sched ~le to this Act, setting:fort:p:' the na~es of :util1~~s~1Y 

the candrdates, to be posted m- at least four conspicuous places 1n the 
45 General Assembly'Buildings. 

20: .A copy·· of such notice shall, also be printJed on· the Ordet Printe~ copy to be 

Papers ofthe•Council and the House. . . . . · :~!t~;ach 

21. Whether the~e be more candidat~s. than _b'ne Of only one, the Election to be by 
• . election .shall l>e by ballot~ and shall he conducted' bf the Returning ballot. 

MY Officer in a convenient room in ·the General' AS'seinbly ·Bu:ildints1 

22. Every memher'of the General Assemhly:.ShaH oe entitled to Ever/mei:iiber 
one' vote in respebt of each vacant seat; entitled to vote. 



Legisla/iv,. 

;JJ;J>\br-". lf.l'EF~g. Whe:v~ shall be pr;<;>tv,}d~<tl!i~1-~;:i";·)1aving 1a lock and ~ey, 
. , ain.«l:a slit in,the uppe~ s~<il~JRiYt~~:W;?iting-paper~ may be ~ut mto · 

.Members to be 
entitled to 
voting-papers. 

t,he, box; also a s:ufljic~~R ,,~t v,etmg-p~pers m the form or to 
the effect. set fort4,iµ, 1t · .ni~dule to ttns Act. . . · . 

The ballqt~JJq~H~· _ ~:Fge of t~e Clerk or his a_ss1stant. 
24. ~Evt,i;r~,~ ~:Qn applic~t10n to the J?erson m c~arge of 

the ballot-.bm,j1s ;xeceive a votmg-paper with an official mark 
there,~;i;i, Ip' ,,' r 'same, an<il, having dealt with it as thereon 

5 

clire~W~l!,~ 1·• jj; in t~e. ballot-?ox. 
,,\';~··H, ,.r',9-epos1tn~g voti~g-papers shall be between the 10 

hour.s oLt . l~ii-0on and two o, clock m the afternoon. ' 
Hours for voting. 

Na!lles of members ~, "''21e~"-T e-~a'.i'n.~ of any member-who votes shall be marked off on a 
-votmg t9 b k d ' · : 
off. 0 mar e lia,t,of,tlHf,Jn~W:bers by the person in charge of the ballot-box .. 
When votii:ifpapets ·, • !q7(~.-4':s soo:t;1 as the hour of two p.m. arrives the ballot-box shall 
to be counted., be opene.(ll,jn the. p~~sence of such of the members of the Assembly as 15 

are in attendance, and the votes counted by the Clerk. 
If votµig~p,apers. in 
e;x:ce}//fofl'neinbers 
voting, fresli'lfa.llcit' 
to be taken. 

. , 28,.!Jl;f;;f W3ICi<fll'.}JNH-'ing1tl;t,e vpting;-papers with the list showing the 
· nv,m:p~:p'"~Ji«p,;~N~D"§mdii;iti~,~0:11:nd tA~t qherB-;are more voting-papers 
i!JMl;~~gf}f fh.an-'l~lrn 'ffle~pets:}Vho:ha;V:~·lV'otetl~.the ballot shall pe treated 
a.!i\-·5ltR-illlitffoff:1l1-irMt~lh~\ll-,l:ntll~,t,t3hallJ:i~:itaken inrlike,, ljnanp.er on the 20 

, n~~tA~iYr19.I!IM:fru'~P:1 bqt}i t);Ie;.Qo}i~cj11~m:d :House are sitting. / , 
Oa~did~te'ha.~i~g a rr,,,;~;~h;Wh,:-9-.~,C.tilifil.didtj,{tLObtainsJhe3votes of :1 majority,of all the 
!Jj~:1~Y to be me}llbers of the Ueneral Assembly the Clerk shall sign a certificate in 

the form s.et .forth in the Fifth Schedule to this Act, and deliver the 
sarne to the Speaker, and thereupon such candidate, having taken the 25 
oath, or made the affirniation or declaration, as· prescribed by the 

, .. ,. Constitution.Act~ s4all become.an,d pea niemher of.the Council. 
In}?i:,se11:oc,andidate" . 30., In ,c.ase no candidate shaff have such a maJ· oritv: on the first 
hasama3ority,other · · · • · ;" · , · · " · ,. , , . -· . "" , 
ballots to be taken, day a ball()t :1.~ ,taken, anqther .baj1ot sh,all m like manner, be taken on 
o!~~;!~It~a~~;~int the folltiwi:r~.g, Tuesday, ti,nd if no candidate then obtains the required 30 

· majority, anotlie:r baJlot shall be taken on the succeeding Tuesday, and 
if no candidate then obtain~ the required majority, the Governor shall 
within thre.e month~ appoint.some person to fill the vacancy. 

Person appointed to . 31. ,'rhe person so appointed shall ther(tnpon become and be, a 
!I'e1!~fce as though m,ember of the Coune,il, in)ike manner. as th0ug.h ,he had been elected 35 

Provision in case of 
more than one 
vacancy. 

as in_ this ~,ct.provided, and shall hold offic3 acpordingly. 
32. If tli.e;re be mo:rm than one vacancy atthe same time, the pro

ceedings; for the elections may be carried o:ia simultaneously, but 
separately. , 

How questions to be 33. Any, questian whipl1 shall arise as to ,any vacancy in the 40 
determined. C · 

Proviso, appeal. 

ouncil, or as to the validity of any election, or 'as to the right of any 
. pe1;son to,~i,-t;;qr,.v;ote the:rein, shall, b,athas !toJaw and fact, be heard and 
deternii11ed i*: 3: r~1:1mn1ary way ;by two Judges of the Su pre me Court, 
to be ,nontina}eJI)>N)he ,Chief Justiqe, .of:whom he may b~ one;: ..•. 

Provided that 1t shall be lawful, either for the perspn m r(;lspe;ct of .45 
whq:µ1 ;auy; S!,f~h;, qu~stion shall h,a ve arisen or for II.er :~aj:l'):sjiy' S 

Attorney-General for New Zealand on !{er Majesty's beh:alf,· fo appeal 
from tll~ de,terW,inlil:tio,11 of the. said Court to Iler Mafosty; and· the 
judgme;ut pf If~r.1l\![~jesty, given ''\\dth the adVJ;ce of her ]'.-ivy Council, 
therein sh~1i,1;>,e1 pl}al i~n,9-.99:nclusive to all intents and purposBs. 50 

!:i~t! :~t:!:0 may . , 94. 'fheJiJljl.ii~f} ustiqe, of the Supreme Court may,make any r;µles 
he may deem necessary or proper (or the purpose of. regulating the . 
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