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Title.

1. Short Title.

Hon. Mr. Herd„uzn.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE AMENDMENT.

ANALYSIS.

2. Provision of legal aid for prisoners in certain
cases.

A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to amend the Justices of the Peace Act, 1908. Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

5 follows :-
1. This Act may be cited as the Justices of the Peace Amend- Short Title,

ment Act, 1912, and shall form part of and be read together with the
Justices of the -Peace Act, 1908.

2. (1.) Where, on the hearing of a charge of all indictable Provision of leg:,1
aid for prisoners in10 offence under Part IV of the principal Act, the Justices are satisfied certain cases.

that the means of the accused are insufficient to enable him to obtain
.legal aid iii the preparation and conduct of his defence, and that

having regard to the nature of the defence set up by the accused it
is desirable in the interests of justice that he should have such aid,

15 the said J ustices shall on the commithal of the accused fBr trial
certify to those facts iii the prescribed form and transmit their
certificate to the Minister of Justice.

(2.) On receipt of such certificate the Minister shttll take the
necessary steps to provide counsel to assist the acctised in his

20 defence.

(4.)3. At any time before or during the trial of a person accused of
an indietable offence the Judge of the Supreme Court before whom
such trial is to be or is being held inay, if lie is satisfied that the
means of the accused are insufficient to enable him to obtain legal

25 aid in the preparation and conduct of his defence and that it is
desirable in the interests of justice that he should have such aid,
assign counsel to such acruscd person accordingly direct that co'tensel be
provided to assist tlle acclised ·61 11'i,8 d,efence, ili 1011,icli Case tlie Minister
sliall take steps accordingly.

No. 96-3.

567
1



2 Justices of. the Peace Amendment.

i4.)4. The expenses of the defence of an accused person in pur-
suance of this seetien Act, including the cost of a copy of the deposi-
tions, the fees of counsel, and the expenses of witnesses, shall be
allowed and paid in the same manner as the expenses of a prosecution
in cases of indictable offences, subject, however, to any regulations as 5
to rates or scales ot payment or otherwise which may be made by
the Governor.

(5.)5. The Governor may from time to time, by Order in Council,
make such regulations as he deems necessary for giving effect to this
6*440* Act. 10
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