
10 

15 

Title, 
Preamble, 
Short Title, 

2. Section 10 '" The Dhrcrict (Jourtfj .J.\et JbneDd~ 
rilent 1865 ~,' G-overnor in 
Council 'to make :rl1les. 

it Proviso in 81::CtlOTI 4 of H The District Courts 
Act 1858" 1'epealect 

4. Judge hear and det,erD1ine crhninnl cases 
not withiIi limits of dislJ).'ict.. 

5. ])ef6nd~Ht a.ctich com-meneed in ResidBrrb 
Oourt may remove same to 

Oom't, 
B. DiBtriel; Oourt to hear appeals from Itesidcnt 

Magistrf1te~s Oourt. 
;7, Hesid~;lt 

opinion of 
80 r8UllUl1flry lJl~ocedure In a(1)10118 

cheq1J:~,~ 
bill noi;6 01' 

18, Procedure at eIaDlinatio~,. 
19. Transmission of 8yidBI1Ce to of trial. 
20. Evidence be l1J:Jed at 
21. District to have jm-isclictiol1 in ad,ionf0~ 

specific cha,ttel. 
Pl'OCBdu1'0 on judgment in suell 8ction. 

,23, Actions for malicious prosecution &0. 
111 Oourt may be remitted 

24. cases to hf},ve pOwer 

25. Oonr'b to 
Oourb'to 

of CIUHW81'V. 

2G. PO:\78X to enfo~oc6 judg111ents of Di,g-iJrict Oou:rts 

nri)ce,eil:iI1 '~'J sh"Jl 110 tak011. 
:28. snit from. one TJlf':rcriet :OCI.uI'1~ 

29. 

mile3 frm:n 30, 

31. 

------- ------~--

JBIL:L II\jfTITTJLED! 

(tOT!'~1'nDJr ill 
to maz,a :rUJXi:E. 



ident ]1,iagi~tyate 
r reser7e cases for 
don of T)i!;'br1.ct; 
.rt. 

''1.111 na~y rn?'()cBdnre 
e·I;;io~us or. bill 

,.i or Ch8q~:wc 

Jproviso" 
4: It 

65 



. Any Judge or Olerk of the said Oontt'shall upon application Leavll;.maj-:;~ given 
the period of seven days from such service give leave to appear to defend actIOn. 

summons and to defend the action on the defendant paying 
the sum claimed in such summons or giving security for 

and costs of action to the satisfaction of the Judge or Clerk 
Judge of the said Oourt may upon such application give such 

affidavits which disclose to his satisfaction a legal or 
defence or such facts as would make it incumbent on the 

to prove consideration or such other. facts as the Judge may 
sufficient and on such terms as to security or otherwise as to the 
may 'Seem fit. 

O. After judgment the Oourt or a Judge may under special Judg:nentmayin 

set aside the judgment and if necessary stay or set ce:tam cases be set 
execution and may give leave to appear to the summons and to aSIde. 

the action if it shall appear to be reasonable to the Oourt or a 
so to do and on such terms as to the Oourt or Judge may seem 

In any proceedingg·. under the three foregoing sections" it Oourt may order bill . 

competent to the 06urt or :a Judge to order any bill note or &c. to be deposited. 

sought to'be proceeded upol).' to be forthwith deposited with 
of the Ooutt:and further to order that all proceedings shall 
until'tIie plaintiff shall have given security for the costs 

· The h61der of every dishonoured bill of exchange promissory Expenses of noting 

cheque drawn out of the Oolony shall have the same remedies may be recovered. 

recovery of the expenses incurred in noting the same for non-
or non-payment or otherwise by reason of such dishonour 

has under this Act for the recovery of the amount of such bill 
or cheque. 

Whenever a civil action shall have been commenced in any Where witness more 

Oourt and any person whether a party to such action or not than twenty miles 
b . . . from Oourt party . 

e resIdent more than twenty mIles from the Oourt House where may apply for exami, 

of such ac'tiori~ is appointed to be had or shall be about to go nation. 

such distance' and to remain beyond . such distance at the 
of such action it shall be lawful for the party desiring to use 

",\."".L.L'L'u of himself or of such person at the hearing to give notice 
desire to the Judge or Olerk of such District Oourt. 

· Upon receiving such notice the Judge or Clerk if he deem it Time.and,placefor 

that the examination hereinafter mentioned shall take place exa~mation to be 
II.h di . f .. 11 ... h . h . . appomted. 
L e strICt 0 such DIstrIct Oourt sha .lort WIt appomt a tIme 

for such examination. But if he shall deem it fitting that 
examination take place beyond the district of such District Oourt 
he shall forthwith transmit such notice to the Judge or Olerk of 
h"t-, .. ,·~+ Oourt within the limits of whose district he shall deem it 

that such examination shall take place and if there be no such 
Oourt then he shall transmit the said notice to the Resident 

~~U.L""~V or Clerk to the Resident Magistrate of the district in which 
deem it fitting that such examination shall take place and the 

or Clerk or Resident Magistrate or Clerk receiving s~ch trans­
notice shall forthwith appoint a time and place for such 

'~.L.LLUll.L·Vll and shall transmit a memorandum of such appointment 
Clerk of the District Oourt in which such action shall have been 

The Clerk of the last-mentioned District Oourt shall give to Olerk to give notices. 

to the action due notice in writing of the appointment of 
and for such examination and shall transnHt to the Judge 

YU.L'U.V.L.LlI J\lla~~istira1;e before whom such ~aI1lination 'IS taken copies 
notices with affidavits of service,thereof. 
· Summonses to witnesses to attend such examination may Witnessesniay b~ 

on behalf of both parties to the action from the District Oourt in summoned. 

the action was commenced. 
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23 It shall belawful for any person against whom an action Actions ~o:r 
for malicious prosecution illegal arrest illegal distress assault false t~~~~~~t~,: 
imprisonment libel slander seduction or other action of tort may be Cou~t may 

brought in the Supreme Oo~rt to make an affidavit that the plaintiff ~~~~tt~ ~udl<e. 
5 has no visible means of paymg the costs of the defendant should a -

verdict be not found for the plaintiff and thereupon a J uuge of the 
Court in which the action is brought shall have power to make an 
order that unless the plaintiff shall within a time to be therein 
mentioned give full security for the defendant's costs to the satisfac-

10 tion of one of the Registrars of the said Oourt or satisfy the Judge 
that he has a cause of action fit to be prosecuted in the Supreme 
Court all proceedings in the action shall be stayed or in the event of 
the plaintiff being unable or unwilling to give such security or failing 
to satisfy the Judge as aforesaid that the cause be remitted for trial 

15.before a District Oourt to be therein named and thereupon the 
plaintiff shall lodge the original writ and the order with the Olerk of 
such District Oourt who shall appoint a day for the hearing of the 
cause notice whereof shall be sent by post or otherwise by the Clerk 
to both parties or their attorneys and the District Oourt so named 

20 shall have all the same powers and jurisdiction with respect to the 
cause as if both parties had agreed by a memorandum signed by them 
that the said District Court should have power to try the said action 
and the same had been commenced by plaint in the said District 
Court and the costs of the parties in respect of the proceedings 

25 subsequent to the order of the Judge of the Supreme Oourt shall be 
allowed according to the scale of costs in use in the District .Oourts 
and the costs of the proceedings in the Supreme Oourt shall be 
allowed according to the scale in use in such latter Oourt. 

24 And whereas a certain equitable jurisdiction was conferred on District Courts in 
30 District Courts by " The District Oourts Act 1858" and it is expedient certain cases to 

power of Supreme 
further to define the same: Court. -

. Be it further enacted as follows :-
All District Courts exercising the full jurisdiction conferred 

by the said" District Courts Act 1859" shall also have and exercise 
35 all the power ancl authority of the Supreme Court in the suits or 

matters hereimifter mentioned (that is to say)-
(1.) In all suits by creditors legatees (whether specific 

pecuniary or residuary) devisees (whether in trust or 
otherwise) heirs at law or next of kin in which the 

40 personal or real or personal and real estate against or for 
an account or administration of which the demand may be 
made shall not exceed in amount or value the sum of five 
hundred pounds. 

(2.) In all suits for the execution of trusts in which the trust 
45 estate or fund shall not exceed in amount or value the 

sum of five hundred pounds. 
(3.) In all suits for foreclosure or redemption or for enforcing 

any charge or lien where the mortgage charge or lien 
shall not exceed in amount the sum of five hundred 

50 pounds. 
(4.) In all suits for specific performance or for the delivering 

up or cancelling any agreement for the sale or purchase of 
any property where the purchase money shall not exceed 
the sum of five hundred pounds. 

55 (5.). In all proceedings under the Trustees Relief Acts orunder 
the Trustee Acts or under any of such Acts in which the 
trust estate or fund to which the proceeding relates shall 
not exceed in amount or value the sum of five hundred 
pounds. 

60 (6,) In all prOireedings relating to the maintenance or advance~ 
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ment of infants in which the; property of the infant shall 
not exceed in amount or value the sum of five hundred 
pounds. 

(7.) In all suits for the dissolution or winding-up of any 
partnership in which the whole property stock and credits p,' 
of such partnership shall not exceed in amount or value 
the sum of five hundred pounds. 

I· (8.) In all proceedings for orders in the nature of injunctions 
I . where the same are requisite for granting relief in any . 

Ii I matter in which jurisdiction is given by this Act to the.10· 
, District Oourt or for stay of proceedings at law to recover' 

'1'1 L any deht provable under a decree for the administration of 

1I
1I1 an estate made by the Oourt to which the application for. 

the order to stay proceedings is made. 
I ~'wer to a Judge of 25 Any Judge of the Supreme Oourt on the application at 15· 

11'II~f::~~n~~:~io Ohambers of any party to any suit. or matter p~ndiug under thi~ Act 
i'its from District shall have power then and there or if he shall thmk fit after hearmg.a 
ii::~,~~~;;?ourt of summons served upon the other party or pa;r}ies to transfer th~ same 
II!i! to the Suprem.e Oourt upon s?-ch terms (11 any) as to securIty for 
11,1:: costs or otherwIse as he mav thmk fit. 20 

Illi!wer to enfo1"~e . 26 For the due execlition of any judgment decree or order made 
11;::ll(me~ts of ~[h8trlCt under the authority of this Act or of the rules and orders to be framed 
.:",urts m eqUity. • • 
i: as herembefore provIded the Oourt shall have power to order and the 
iiil Clerk upon such order shall have authority to seal and issue and the 
Iii: Bailiff to execute any writ or warrant of possession writ or warrant of 25 
:;i ll execution or other process of execution for carrying into effect any 
iii'j judgment decree or order of the said Oourt and such writs warrants 
,'il and processes shall be in the form and executed at the time and in the 
:\ manner to be set forth in the rules and orders to be framed as herein-
,~ before provided. 30 
i:ii! 
1:lwhat Courts pro- 27 With respect to the Oourt in which proceedings in equity 
I dings shall be shall be taken-

,,:;ien. 
(1.) Proceedings under this Act which relate to the recovery or 

sale of any mortgage charge or lien on lands tenements 
or hereditaments shall be taken in that District Oourt 35 
within the district of which the lands tenements or here­
ditaments or any part thereof are situate. 

(2.) Proceedings under the Trustee Acts shall be taken in the 
District Oourt within the district of which the persons 
making the application or any of them reside or resides. 40 

(3.) Proceedings for the administration of the assets of a 
deceased person shall be taken in the District Oourt within 
the district of which the deceased person had his last place 
of abode in England or in which the executors or adminis-
trators or anyone of them shall have their or his place of 45' 
abode. 

(4.) Proceedings in partnership cases shall be taken in the 
District Oourt within the district of which the partnership 
business was or is carried on. 

(5.) Proceedings for the specific performance orihe delivery up 50 
or cancelling of agreements shall be taken in the District 
Oourt within the district of which the defendants or any 
one of them reside or resides or carryon or carries on 
business. 

(6.) Proceedings in any suit or other matter under this Act 55 
which are not otherwise provided for shall be taken or 
instituted in the District Oourt within the district of which 
the defendants or any or either of them shall reside or 
carryon business. 

to transfe~ of suit 28 If during the progress of a suit or matter it shan be made 60· 
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to the Court that the same could be more conveniently from one District. 
:in some other District Court it shall be competent for the Court to another, 

transfer the same to such other District Court and thereupon 
matter shall proceed:in such other District Court. 

Where any suit or proceeding shall be pend:ing upon the Suits in equity may 
of the Supreme Court which suit or proceeding might have be transferred from·, 

Ulllv.u.\JVU. :in a District Court it shall be lawful for any of the ~i~~:eQ~~:, to 

to apply at Chambers to any Judge of the Supreme 
have the same transferred to the District Court or one of the 

Courts :in which the same might have been commenced and. 
shall have power upon such application or without such. 
if he shall see fit to make an order for such transfer and 

such suit or proceeding shall be carried on in the District 
which the same shall be ordered to be transferred· and the 

~hall have the same right of appeal that they would 
the suit or proceeding been commenced in a District Court . 

. In any suit matter or proceeding under the equity jurisdiction Costs in equity suits 
Act to' be taken or instituted'in the Supreme Court which when n~t to be 

b ; t k 't't t d' th D' t ' t C rt t greater m Supreme een a en or Ins 1 u e In. e IS rIC ou no grea er Court than in Dis-
of costs including fees of Court and all expenses shall be trict Court. 

to the party or parties taking or instituting such suit matter 
uvv\..LU.JL" in the said Supreme Court than such party or parties 
be allowed for such suit matter or proceed:ing if the same had 

or instituted in the District Court and the proper officer of 
LA.tJ.L.V.LLLV Court in the taxing of the costs of such suit matter or 

so taken or instituted is hereby directed and required to 
to the scale of fees payable in the District Court, . 

• ; If during the progress of any suit or matter it shall be made When amount of 
to the Court that the subject-matter exceeds the limit in sU?ject,matte: o! 

f t t h ' h th . 'd' t' f th di t ' t' h b SUlt exceeds limits o amoun 0 w IC e JUrIS IC Ion 0 e s rIC IS ere y of. th~ jurisdictio~ of 
it shall not affect the validityc)f any order or decree already DlstrICt Co~rt SUlt 

b ' h 11 b h d h C d' h 'd . may be remItted to ut It s a e t e uty of t eqnrt to !rect t e Sal SUIt or the Supreme Court. 

to be transferred to the Supreme Court and thereupon the said 
matter shall proceed in such Supreme Court as a Judge of the 

~uprenle Court may by order direct and such Judge shall have 
to regulate the whole of the procedure in the said suit or matter 

SQ transferred: Provided always that it shall be lawful for any 
to to such Judge at Chambers for an order authorizing 

the suit or matter to be carried on and 'prosecuted in the 
Court notwithstanding such excess in the amount of the limit 

jurisdiction in the matter is hereby given to the District 
and the Judge if he shall deem it right to summon the other 
or any of them to appear before him for that purpose after 
such parties or in default of the appearance of all or any of 

have full power to make such order. 


