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A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to make Better Provision with respect to the Maintenance,
Care, and Control of Children who are specially under the
Protection of the State ; and to provide generally for the
Protection and Training of Indigent, Neglected, or Delinquent 5
Children.

BE IT ENAOTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled. and by the authority of the same, as
follows :--

1. This Act may be cited as the Child Welfare Act, 1925, and shall 10
come into force on the first clay of April, nineteen hundred and tweiity-Nix.

2. In this Act, unless the context, otherwise requires,- -
" (:hild " means a boy or girl under the age of sixteen years :
" (lhild Welfare Bra.iich " means the Child Welfare Brandi of the

Department of 16(lucation, constituted by this Act : 15
" ('hild Welfa,re Oilicer '' nie,111$ aiky person :I,ppointed by the

Minister, by lic,tice in the (lazette, as a ( *hild Welfare Officer
for the purposes of this Act:

" Department " means the Depart,went of Ecltic':ition (,still,lished
under the Education Aet, 1914 : 20

" 1)irector - nie:1n, thf. 1 jirect,or of Eductition :ippointed pursitant
1,0 the Ecilic'ation Act, 1914:

" himate means : person maintained in an institution under
this Act, and includes any person for the t.ine hc·ing under the
care of the Superintendent, whether he has been committed to 25
the care of the Superintendent or not, and whether he is for
the tilne being in an institution under this Act or elsewhere :

" Institution " means an institution established by the Minister
under this Act, and includes a private institution mentioned
in the First Schedule hereto :

30" Ministei means the Minister of Education:
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" Superintendent " means the Superintendent of the Child
Welfare Branch of the Department of Education, and
" Deputy Superintendent " or " Deputy " means the
deputy of the Superintendent appointed pursuant to this
Act.

PART 1.

ADMINISTRATION.

3

l3l

3. (1.) There 1,4 hereby created a special branch of the Department Child Welfare
of Education to be known as the Child Welfare Branch. Branch of

Education
10 (2.) The Child Welfare Branch shall consist of- Department

(a.) The Superintendent, who, under the control of the Minister established.
and the Director, shall be charged with the administration
of this Act:

(6.) The Deputy Superintendent :
15 (c.) Such clerical officers, Managers, Matrons, Boarding-out Officers,

and other officers and servants as may be required for the
purposes of this Act.

4. The person who, at the commencement of this Act, holds office ,Superintendent of
f Child Welfareas Officer-in-Charge of the Special Schools Branch of the Department o Branch.

20 Education shall, without further appointment, be deemed to have been
appointed as the Superintendent of the Child Welfare Branch constituted
by this Act, and shall hold office accordingly.

5. (1.) There shall from time to time be appointed a deputy of Deputy
the Superintendent, who shall perform such general official duties as Superintendent.

25 he is called upon to perform by the Director or by the Superintendent.
(2.) On the occurrence from any cause of a vacancy in the office

of the Superintendent (whether by reason of death, resignation, or
otherwise), and in the case of the absence from duty of the Superintendent
(from whatever cause arising), and so long as such vacancy or absence

30 continues, the Deputy Superintendent shall have and may exercise all
the powers, duties, and functions of the Supedntendent.

(3.) The fact of the Deputy Superintendent exercising any power,
duty, or function as aforesaid shall be conclusive evidence of his authority
so to do, and no person shall be concerned to inquire whether the

35 occasion has arisen requiring or authorizing him so to do.
6. (1.) There shall from time to time be appointed, as officers of Other 00ieerpi

the Public Service, such clerical officers, Managers, Matrons, Boarding-
out Ofricers, and other officers and servants as may be necessary for the
effective administration of this Act.

40 (2.) All persons who, at the commencement of this Act, hold office
in connection with the Special Schools Branch of the Department of
Education shall be deemed to have been appointed to like offices in
connection with the Child Welfare Branch.
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PART II.

ESTABLISHMENT OF RECEIVING-HOMES AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS FOR

PURPOSES OF CHILD-WELFARE WORK.

State Institutions.

7. (1.) The Minister may from time to time establisli and nlaintain 5
under this Act institutions of such number and of such class or classes as

in his opinion may be required for the effective carrying-out of the
functions and duties of the Child Welfare Branch.

(2.) Any institution so established may be called by such dis-
tinctive name as the Minister may determine, to inclic·ate generally 10
the particular purpose or purposes for which the institritic,11 11:,M heen
estal,lished, and its situation.

(3.) In particular, and without limiting the generality 01 1 lie
authority conferred by this section, institutions of the following kinds
may be established pursuant to the authority herein conferred, that is to 15
say:-

(a.) Receiving-homes, where children way be received and main-
tained pending the making of arrangements for their admission
to suitable private homes, as provided for in this Ant, or until
they may be otherwise dealt with in arcorclance with this Act : 20

(6.) Probation homes, in which children way be kept for spectial
observation or disciplinary treatment :

(e.) Training-farms and training-schools, in which chil<11*811 1111(ler
the control of tb.e Superintendent may be trined ill the
art of farming iii its severa.1 branches, and iii other suitable 25
occupations :

(d.) Convalescent homes, where children may be kept for spectifil
treatment while recovering from the eiTects of illness or to
avoid illness :

(e.) Any other institution the establishment of which is in conformity 30
with and intended to promote the general purposes of this Act.

8.(1.) The Governor-General may froni time to time by ]Proclama-
tion set apart a,ny area of available Crown land for the purposes of ai,y
institution established under this Act, or the Minister may, on belialf
of His Majesty, acquire any private land for t.he purposes aforesaid, by 35
way either of purchase or of lease.

(2.) All lands used for the purposes of any such institution shall
be deemed to form part of that institution.

(3.) Any Proclamation under this section setting apart Crown lands
for the purposes of an institution under this Act may be at any time in 40
like nianner altered or revoked.

9. The Minister may at any time, in his discretion, direct the
closing of any institution established under this Act, and may order
the transfer of the inmates to any other like institution.

Private InstitutioN. 45
10. (1.) The institutions mentioned in the First Schedule hereto

(being private schools deemed to have been established under the
Industi'ial Schools Act, 1908, and heretofore known respectively by
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the names mentioned in the first column of the said Schedule) shall be
deemed to be institutions established under and for the purposes of
this Act, and shall as from the commencement of this Act be known
respectively by the names mentioned in the second column of that

5 Schedule.
(2.) Any agreement with respect to any of the said institutions,

made under the Industrial Schools Act, 1908, between the Minister
and the persons or body having control of such institution, and in force
at the commencement of this Act, shall continue in force under this

10 Act:

_Provided that, save as otherwise provided in such agreement, the
Minister may, in his discretion, from time to time vary or annul the
agreement, or may enter into a new agreement in lieu thereof.

(3.) No person shall hereafter be appoint-ed as manager of :my of
15 the priva,te institutions :i,foresaid zinless anc| until the approval of the

Minister has been obtained.

I'nspection of l,nstitut'to,w.

11. (1.) The following persons shall at all tinies be entitled, subject Certain per,ons
entitled by virtueto any regulations in that b half that may be made under this Act, of their oftices to

20 to visit and inspect ally illStitUtiOIl linder this Act, that is to say 4 -- inspect institutions.
(a.) Members of the General Assembly :
(6.) Judges of the Supreme Court:
(c.) Stipendiary Magistrates and Justices of the Peac'e H,ppi,inted

to exercise jurisdiction in a Childielis Court:
25 (d.) Inspectors of SelloolA and Meclic·al Inspectors of Schools :

(e.) Any other person authorized in thal behalf by (,r (,11 behil.If
of the Minister.

(2.) Subject to regulations as aforesaid, every minister of religion
shall have the right of admission to any institution under this

30 Act for the purpose of giving religious instruction to such of the
inmates of the institution as belong to the denomination represented
by him.

(3.) in dddition to the visits of inspection provided for by the
fc,regoing provisions of this section, it shall be the duty of sueli

35 oflicters of the O.hild Welfare Branch :ts may be appointed by the
Minister for the purpose regula.rly to inspect all institutions established
illider this Act and to interview the inniat s.

PART III.

ADMLS,SION 'ro INS'1'1'1'UTIONS UNDER THIS ACT. AND THE GUARDIANSHIP

40 AND CONTROL OF INMATES.

Admission to St(de 19*stiattiogis.

12. (1.) The Superintendent may, on application in that behalf Superintendent niay
agree with parent ormade by either parent of any child or by its guardian, or by any person other authorized

having for the time being the custody or control of the child, assume pemon to assume
45 control of that child for such period and on such terms as to cost of control of child.

maintenance and otherwise as may be agreed oil by the parties.

5
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(2.) In respect of any child to whom any agreement under this
section relates, the Superintendent shall, so long as the child is under
his control, have the same powers and responsibilities in all respects as
if the child had been committed to an institution under this Act in

accordance with the provisions hereinafter set forth, save that the 6
guardianship of the child shall not by virtue of such agreement be
deemed to be vested in the Superintendent.

13. (1.) Oil the complaint of any constable or of any Child Welfare
Officer that any child is a neglected, indigent, or delinquent child, or.
is not under proper control, or is living in an environment detrimental 10
to its physical or moral well-being, any Justice may issue his summons
addressed to any person liaving the custody of the child requiring him
t,c, :I,Ppe>u' |,efc,re a (lhilciretis ( !(,11;t at a time to be named in the
HummonS, either wit,h or without the ehilil, in order that the chile]

may there he dealt with in Accordance with the provisionN of this Ant. 16
(2.) I f it, appetirs t,0 the Justice 1.0 whom :1 (tompla,int, is ina,de under

t,his Hection that the child in respect of whoni the coniplailit ist macie
is living ill a place of ill-repute, or is likely to be ill-treated or neglected,
or that for any other reason the child should be forthwith removed froni
its surroundings, he may issue a warrant authorizing any constable or 20
Child Welfare Officer, or other person named in the warrant in that
behalf, to take possession of the child and to convey it to any
institution under this Act, and to deliver it ilitc, tlie ctustody of any
person for the time being in (,liarge of t.he instittition, there to be
cletained unt,il f,lic. matter of the ec,1,iplaint, has heen disposed of. U 25
In any ease it is not convenieill or advisable, having regard to tile
liealth of tlie child, or to the (listance from ali institution, or for other
sufficient cause, to place any child in an institution pending the disposal
of the Complaint, a warrant under this section may authorize any person
named therein to receive and hold such child until the complaint 80
has been disposed of, or to make other satisfactory provision for the
temporary maintenance and care of the child.

(3.) For the purpose of executing any such warrant as last aforesaid
any constable, Child Welfare Officer, or other person named in the
warrant may enter and search any place, with or without assist- 86
ance, and every person who resists or obstructs ally person in the
execution of the warrant, or who fails or refuses to afford to any person
engaged in the execution of the warrant immediate entrance to any
premises or to any part thereof, shall be guilty of an offence against this
Act, and shall be liable on summary conviction to 11 fine of,fifty pounds 40
or to imprisonment for one month.

(4.) On the hearing of any complaint under this section any
Stipendiary Magistrate or any Justice appointed to exercise jurisdiction
in a Children's Court, if satisfied as to the truth of the complaint, may,
iii his discretion, make an order for tile committal of the child to whom 46
the complaint relates to the care of the Superintendent, or may place
the child under the supervision of a Child Welfare Officer to be named
in i hat behalf for such period as may be fixed in the order, and in the
last-mentioned case may in the order provide that for the whole or any
part of such period the child shall be detained in an institution under 60
this Act.
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(5.) Any Stipendiary Magistrate or Justice appointed to exercise
jurisdiction ill a Children's Court may, on the application of a constable
or a Child Welfare Officer, make all order under the l46'l preceding sub-
section with respect to any ellild notwithstanding that a complaint has

5 not been made or summons issued linder subsection one hereof.

(6.) The Magistrate or Justice making an order of conimittal as
aforesaid shall not be required to specify in the order any particular
institution for the reception of the child to whom the order relates, and
t,he making of the order shall be sufficient authority for any constable or

10 Child Welfare Officer, or any other person authorized in that behalf by
the Superintendent, to take the child to such institution as the Superin-
tendent may direct or, in default of such direction, to the nearest suit-
able State institution under this Act available for the reception of the
child.

15 (7.) No complaint or application made under this section shall be
heard and determined unless and until a Child Welfare Officer has had

an opportunity to investigate the circumstances of the case, and to
report thereon to the Court. It shall be the duty of every constable
who makes any complaint or application under this section forthwith to

20 advise a Child Welfare Officer of the subject-matter of the complaint or
application.

(8.) A certified copy of every order made under this section shall be
forthwith forwarded by the Clerk of the Children's Court to the
Superintendent.

2.5 (9.) The Superintendent may, in his discretion, transfer any child
from any institution under this Act to any other institution under this
Act.

14. (1.) Every order of committal made under the last preceding Magistrate or
section shall specify the religious denomination in whose faith and Justice, on making

order of committal.

30 doctrines the child shall be educated, and it shall be the duty of the to give direetion as

Superintendent, in the exercise of the powers conferred on him by this to religious
instruction.

Act, to take all such steps as may be reasonably necessary to ensure
compliance with the provisions of the order in this respect.

(2.) The provisions of an order of commital under this Act in so far
35 as it relates to the religious instruction of any child may from time to

time be varied by any Magistrate or Justice exercising jurisdiction in a
Children's Court under this Act on application in that behalf made by
the parents or either parent of the child or by the person (if any) who
was the guardian of the child immediately prior to the making of the

40 order of committal.

(3.) In the case of an inmate over the age of sixteen years the Super-
intendent may, on application by the inmate, authorize the instruction
of the inmate in the faith and doctrines of any religious denomination
other than the denomination specified in the order of committal.

45 Admission to Private Institutions.

15. (1.) Where by an order of committal made under the fore- Conditions us to
transfer of childrengoing provisions of this Act it is directed that the child to whom the to anv institution

order relates shall be educated in the doctrines of the Roman Catholic specified in First

Church, the Superintendent may at any time transfer that child to Schedule,

50 any private institution mentioned in the First Schedule hereto, and

7
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thereupon the child shall, subject to the provisions of this Act and
of any agreement for the time being in force between the Minister
and the controlling aitthority of the institution, be under the control
ancl management of the Manager of that institut,ion.

(2.) Any child transferred to a private institution as herein provided 5
shall, at the request of the Superintendent, be returned to a State insti-
tution under this Act in accordance with the terms of that request.

Guardiarish* of Children committed to Care of Superintendent.
16. (1.) On the making of an order committing any child to the

care of the Superintendent as hereinbefore provided, the Superintendent 10
shall have and may exercise, to the exclusion of all other persons, the
same powers and rights in respect of that child as if lie were the guardian
of the child appointed by the Supreme Court under the provisions of
Part I of the Infants Act, 1908.

(2.) The powers and rights so conferred on the Superintendent 15
shall continue so long as the child remains an inmate, as defined by this
Act, of ally institution established under this Act, but no longer.

17. The provisions of the la,st preceding section shall, with the
necessary modiflcations, apply with respect to all persons in respect of
whom an order of committal to an industrial school under the Industrial 20

Schools Act, 1908, or an extension of any such order, is in force at the
commencement of this Act, and the Superintendent shall have all the
powers and rights of gus},rdianship in respect of such persons accordingly.

Rights of Parent or other Guardian revived in certain Cases.
18. If any person so comniitted to the care of the Superintendent 25

ceases to be an inmate of an institution under this Act before attaining
the age of twenty-one years, then, unless some other person becomes
entitled to the powers and rights of guardianship by virtue of the
adoption of the child, or by appointment of the Supreme Court or other-
wise, the child shall, on ceasing to be an ininate of an institution as afore- 30
said, be deemed to be under the guardianship of the person (if any) who
would then have been his guardian if he had never been committed to
the care of the Superintendent.

Board*y-out System.

19. Children cominitted to the care of the Superintendent, pursiiant 35
to this Act, or in respect of whom the Superintendent assumes control bv
agreement as hereinbefore in this Act provided, shall not, save
in exceptional cases to be determined by the Superintendent, be
permanently maintained in any institution under this Act.

20. (1.) The Superintendent or any officer of the Child Welfare 40
Branch authorized by the Superintendent in that behalf may, subject
to such conditions as may be prescribed by regulations under this Act,
arrange for any suitable person to take charge of any child committed
to the care of the Superintendent or in respect of whom the Superintendent
has assumed control, on such terms as to the maintenance, education, 45
training, and employment of the child and of the payment (if any), to
be made by the Superintendent in respect of its maintenance, and, in
the case of children whose services are to be paid for, the payment of
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wages, as may be agreed on between the parties, with the approval of
the Minister. The approval of the Minister given pursuant to this
subsection may be general in its application, or may apply to any
particular child or children or classes of children.

5 (2.) The Superintendent, or any officer of the Child Welfare Branch
acting with the authority of tile Superintendent, may at any time, in
his absolnte discretion, cancel any arrangement or agreement made
under this section, and may thereupon take possession of the child, by
force if necessary, and may place it in an institution under this Act or

10 may arrange for its being taken charge of by any other suitable person.
(3.) Where the person in whose charge any child is placed pursuant

t.0 this section is the parent of the child no payment in respect of its
maintenance shall be made linder this section, save with the express
approval of the Minister,

131

15 Discharge of Inmates.
21. Save as provided in the nest succeeding section, every inmate Save in exceptionalcases, inmates

of an institution under this Act who has not been discharged as deemed to be
provided in section twenty-three hereof shall be deemed to be discharged dischrged onattaining age of

from the institution on attaining the age of twenty-one years, and twenty-one years.
20 thereupon all the powers and authorities of the. Superintendent in

relation to such inmate shall determine.

22. (1.) Where, in the opinion of the Superintendent, any inmate period of control bySuperintendent mayl
of an institution under this Act is morally degenerate, or is otherwise be extended in
not a fit person, for his own sake or in the public interest, to be free certain cases.

25 from control, the Superintendent may apply to a Magistrate exercising -
jurisdiction in a Children's Court under this Act for an order extending
the period during which he may exercise in respect of such person the
powers and rights of guardianship and the special powers conferred on

3 him by this Act in respect of inmates of institutions.
(2.) On receipt of such application, tbe Magistrate shall assign

counsel to the inmate, and such counsel shall be given all reasonpble
means of ascertaining the full facts of the case.

(3.) If on bearing the evidence the Magistrate is satisfied that the
inmate should remain under control, he may issue an order extending

85 by four years from the time at which the inmate attains the age of
twenty-one years the time within which he shall be under the control
of the Superintendent.

(4.) Within six months of the expiry of such period of extension like *
* proceedings may be taken, and the Magistrate may make an order for

the extension of tbat; period by a further term not exceeding four years,
and so in like manner proceedings may be taken and an order made
within six months of the expiry of any period of extension.

(5.) During the currency of any order of extension under this
section, this Act shall continue to apply to the inmate in the same

45 manner in all respects as if he were under the age of'twenty-one years.
23. The Superintendent may, subject to the approval of the intnaaees

Minister, discharge any inmate from an institution linder this Act at discharged from
any time before he has attained the age of twenty-one years if he is Z2*2Yr.
satisfied that it is in the best interests of the inmate so to do, but not twenty-one years.'

50 otherwise, and thereupon all the powers and authorities of the Super-
intendent-in relation to such person shall determine.
2 -
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Ofences.
Offence of ill- 24.(1.) Every person commits an offence against this Act, and is
treating ornegierting inmate, liable on summary conviction to a fine of,#fit/ pounds or to imprison-

ment for three months, who--
(a.) Tll-treats or (being an officer, servant, or othrr person employed 5

in or about an institution under this Act, or being a person
to whom the care of an inmate as defined bv this Act has
been entrusted by the Superintendent) wilfully neglects any
such inmate ; or

(b.) Induces or knowingly assists any inmate to escape from any 10
institution under this Act, or from the CUAtody or control
of any person who for the time being ha.s bren liwfullv
entrusted with the care of the inmate ; or

(r.) Without lawful authority removes any inmate from nny
institution under this Act or from the custody or control 15
of any person as aforesaid ; or

(d.) Harbours or conceals any person who has escaped or been
removed without lawful authoritv as aforesaid from any
institution, or from the custody or control of any person as
aforesaid ; or 20

(e.) Without lawful authority or excuse holds or attempts to hold
any communication with any inmate of an institution under
this Act, or enters any such institution, or a,ny building or
yard belonging thereto, and does not depart therefrom when
required so to do by the manager or other officer or servant 25
of the institution. For the purposes of this paragraph the
residence or premises of any person with whom any inmate
for th e time being resides by virtue of an arrangement or
agreement under section Arent¥ hereof sha.11 be deemed to
be a part of an institution under this Act, and that person 30
shall be deemed to be an offcer of the institution.

(2.) Every person commits an offence against this Act, and is liable
on summary conviction to a fine of one hundred pounds or to imprison-
ment for tevelve months, who has or attempts to have sexual intercourse
with any female inmate of any institution, whether with her consent or 35
not. It shall be a good defence in any prosecution for an offence against
this subsection if the defendant proves that at the time of the commis-
sion of the alleged offence he did not know and had no reasonable cazise
to believe or suspect that the person with whom the act was committed
,was an inmate of an institution under this Act. 40

(3.) Nothing in this section shall be so construed or shall so operate
as to take away or restrict the liability of any person for any offence
punishable independentlv of this section, but no person 811111, in respect
of the same act or omifision, be convicted both of an offence niminst
this section and of any other offence. 45

Absconders from 25. Every inmate of an institution who escapes or is removed
institutions may be
arrested withotit therefrom, or from other lawful clistod yas such inmate, or who refilses
warrant. or neglects to return to an institution or to other lawful clistodv when

directed so to do by the Superintendent or a Child Welfare Officer,
or by a person acting with the authority of the Superintendent, may 50
he arrested without warrant by any constable or bv any Child Welfare
Officer to be dealt with in such manner"as the Superintendent ma--

11'*'1direct in accordance with the provisions of this Act.



Uh44 WelfNe. 11

iBq

rART ly.

CHILDREN'S COURTS.

26. (1.)A'_L'lle Goverilor-(leneralmay from time to tinle, by Warrant Governor (:enerai
underhis hand, »establish for tile purposes of this Act such nuniber of may estal,tishChildren's Counts.

6 Children's Courts as he deems necessary, and by the same or any other
Warrant shall define the district or area within which any such
Children's Court shall have jurisdiction.

(2.) Any Warrant under this section may be at any time in like
manner altered or revoked.

10 27. (1.) For every Children's Court established linder this Act the Appoininieni Of
Governor-General shall from time to time appoilit one or Inore Stipendiary MagriAtrates „11Justices to exercisb

Magistrates or one or more Justices Of the Peace, and 110 Stipendiary jurisdiction in
Magistrate or Justice shall exercise jurisdiction in a Children s Court Children's Courts.

unless lie is appointed so to do under this section.
15 (2.) The Governor-General lilay also froln tilne to tillie appoilit As.c,ciate members

one or more persons of either sex, to be associated with the Children's of Court.
Courb, either specially for the purposes of any particular case or class
of case or generally iii relation to all matters that inay be dealt with
by that Court. Such persons shall be appointed on the ground of

20 special knowledge or experience deemed to be of advantage to tile
Court in the exercise of its discretionary powers under this Act.

(3.) The decision of the Court in any case shall not be dependent
on the concurrence of any persons so associated wit)11 the Court, but
in all other respects all persons so associated with a Children's Court

95 shall be deeined to be members of that Court.
(4.) A notice iii the Gazette of tlie appointinent of any person to

exercise jurisdiction in a Children's Court sliall be suflicient evidence -
of his authority so to do,

28. The premises in which any Childreirs Court rooin is situa,ted Chil,I irtia Couit
30 shall, so far as is practicable, be separate from the premises iii wilicli room I„ le sepa t·Ble

from other Coult

any other Court usually exercises j urisdiction. premises.

29. (1.) Save as hereinafter in this section provided, all judicial 1'1·,ier'e, '(Ii lius

proceedings within the jurisdiction of a Stipendiary Magistrate or of Vircially aff,·('tim:

J ustices and relating to the committal of children to the care of the by Childretrs Court.
children to be heard

35 Superintendent under this Act, or to ofiences committed by or against
children, or otherwise relating primarily to any child or children, whether
such proceedings have arisen under this Act or not, shall, so far as they
may mvolve the attendance of children at any Court, be heard and
determined in a Children's Court established under this Act by a

40 Stipendiary Magistrate or by a Justice or Justices appointed to exercise
jurisdiction in that Court.

(2.) In any such proceedings in a district or area for which a
Children' s Court has not been established, the presiding Magistrate or
Justices shall, if practicable, arrange that the proceedings be heard in

45 a room other than a room in which the ordinary proceedings of the
Court are held.

(3.) Any jurisdiction conferred by this or any other Act on a
Children's Court or on a Stipendiary Magistrate or Justices exercising
jurisdiction in a Children's Court shall be exercisable, in any district

60 or area for which a Children's Court has not been established, by any
Stipendiary Magistrate (whether appointed to exercise jurisdiction in a
Children's Court or not) but shall not, save with the special authority
of the Minister, be exercisable by Justices.



Cost of
establishment and
maintenance of

institutions.

12 Child H'elfare.

(4.) Failure on tile part of any Stipendiary Magistrate or Justices
to comply,with_any*ofthe provisionsoi .this Part 01 this Act shall not
invalidateany proceedings taken under this-pr any other Act.

Proc3edings in 30. (1.) No-person shall be .entitled-or permitted to be present
Children's Court not at theilearing of any proceedings ill a Children's Court, save the 5
to be open to public. following :- ell

6*-(a·) Any officer or-member of tile Court:
: (6.) The persons immediately concerned witii tile pioceedings and

their counsel (if ally) :
L (c.) The parents or guardian of any child in respect of whom the 10

proceedings are taken, or any other person whom the Court
may admit as the personal representative of the child :

Q-(d. ) Any Child Welfare Ollicer :
(e.) Any person representing a social-well'tile agency engaged in

work for the benefit ok children: 15
(f.) Any other person specially permitted or required by the Court

to be present.
(2.) Save with tile special consent of the presiding Magistrate or

Justices, it shall not be lawful for any person to publish a report of any
proceedings taken before a Children's Court, :nd in no case shall it be '20
lawful to publish.the name of any child, or 01 its parents or guardian, or
any other name or particulars likely to lead to the identification of the
child.

(3.) Every person who coininits a breach of tile last precediny
subsection shall be guilty of. contempt 01] Court und shall be litbble 26
accordingly, and, in addition, shall be liable oil sufilinary conviction to a
fine of one hundred pounds.

31. When a child is brought before a Children'B Court churged wit,liSpecial powers ofj
Courtin dealing wjul any offence, it shall not beneeessary forilie Court to lie:r :111(1 (let,en,ijil:
children charged tile charge, but the Court iluby, in its discretioil, alter triking 611,0 (:4,1 1- 30with offences.

sideration the parentage of tile child, its enviroilillent, liistory, educa-
tion, mentality, disposition, and any other relevant illatters, 11111ke :i,11
order comillitting the child to the care of the Superinteildent, or nialie
any other order in relation to the child that the Court would have power
to make if a complaint in respect of the child had been inade under 3,5
section thirteen hereof.

Charges against 32. Where any young person over sixteen years of age and not
young persons may more than eighteen years ot age appears before the Supreme Court orbe referred to

Children's Court, to an inferior Court charged with any oilence, that Court may, in its
be dealt with under discretion, refer the case to a Childrens Court, and thereupon tile 40this Act.

Children's Court shall have jurisdiction to deal with the case, and may
deal with the person so charged in the inaliner provided by the last pre-
ceding section as if he were a child under the age of sixteen years,

In proceedings in 33. In any proceedings before a Children's Court, no child Shall be
Children's Court required to give evidence on oath, alid in ally suell case the provisions 45children not required .
to give evidence on ot section ility-three of the Evidence Act, i 908, shall a_pply as in idle
oath. case of children under the age of twelve years.

PART V.

FINANCIAL PROVISIONS.

Cost oj Establi,slrnlent clibd Mai'ntenance oj iyt,Btitutions.
34. (1.) All moneys required for the purchase of land or buildings,

or for the establishment 01 ilintitilt,10:is under this Act (including the
cost of equipment and furnishing thereof), shall be paid out of moneys
to be appropriated by Parlianielit for the ptirpose oirt of the Public
Works 13'und.

(2.) Save as provided in the trist precedi,ng 5111),section, 2611 CO+1,5
incurred in the administration of this Act shall be paid out of monevs

50

55
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Lo ba appropriat:d by Parliamello lor viie purpose out of tile Collsoli-
dated .lj und.

13

Recovery of Cost of MauenuMe of In,inateB.

35. (14 Every inatitution establislied under this Act (including the Application of
5 private institutions mentioiled in the Firat Schedule hereto) shall be De:titute Person:

deemed yo_be_a public institution within_the meaning ofthe Destitute Act. 1910.
Persons Act,-1910, and every inmate, as defined, of any such institution
shall, _while he remains an ilimate and- for six montas therdiafter, be
deenied to be a destituteperson witilin the ilieaning of that Act.

10 , (2.j-ln addition to tile persons specified in section twenty-six of
the Destitute Persons Act, 1910, the term " parent " as used in that
Act_in relation to any child shall, for the purposes of this Act, include
1111,Y lilan-who, not being tier husband, collabits with the inotlier or
ilie tuloptive mother of that child :

15 1,1.0 vided tilat a tilailitenunce order slluli 1101> be ilidde aguilist, ilily
such person for the maintenance of any such child save in respect of
a period during which he has continued so to Collabit with tile iiiother
or adoptive mother of the child, as the case may be.

-(3.) The Magistrate hearing a complaint under lart 1 of the Orders. ilt re.4,4 01 of

gl Destitute Persons Act, 1910, in respect of the niaintenance of ail ilimate past wai,H< ni ll'('(,
, agaills,1 near·of an institution under this Act nitty, ill his discretion, if he is satislied rolative, „f i nuni,ic,«

that the defendant is of suilicient ability, order hini to pay 011 aCCOUnt of in»titutious.
of the past maintenance of tile inniate by the iliatitution, :1 Sum not
exceeditig jijty pounds, at such tinle or tmles :tild in bucli unwner lis

25 tile M:lgistrate tilinks fit.
(4.) It shall be the duty of tlic Sliperilitelident 1,1 all c:bses where

satistactory arratigetilents litive not beeil jitatle for t,lic payinent (,1 t,he
cost of the imwiltenunce 01 ally ill[,1:#te, to zipply for :6 111:11111,Cliatilfe
order wider ilie Destitute rersolls Aci, 1910, Lo be mtide :1,641.111.Ki solite

:*) person ible under tilibi Act lor tlle inallitell&11©0 01- tile lullia,Le, inliess
ile 18 sutistied tliat there is nu such pei·son of suilicient ability to coll-
tribute towards the cost of the nlaintenance 01 the £1111121te.

Eanbutgs of intnules.

36. (14 All wages payable to or in respect of ally ininate of all
35 institution under this Act shall be paid to the Superintendent, or to a

Child Welfare Oiticer or other person authorized by the Superintendent
to receive the same.

(2.) Out of the moneys so received or payable there may be paid to
tile inmate for his personal use such amount as the Superintendent

40 approves, and tile balance shall be paid into tile Post Office Savings-bank,
to an account in the name of the Superintendent, in trust for the millate.

(3.) The Superintendent may without further authority than this
section withdraw from any such account and pay illtO the Ordinary
lievenue Account of the Consolidated Fund an aniount not exceecling

45 ille ainoluit of public nioneys expended by or by direct)ion of t,lie
Superintendent for purposes of the initial ccluipment of the inniate for
service or employinent, or thereafter expended oil his behalf for ally
purpose.

(4.) All moneys standing to the credit of an inmate in any such
60 account in tile Post Office Savings-bank may be paid to tile inmate on

his discharge from the institution, or at any time prior to his discharge,
or the Superintendent may in any case, with the approval of the
Minister, continue to hold the whole or any part of such nioneys in trust
for the inmate after his discharge, to be paid to him at such times and

55 in such manner as the Superintendent thinks lit, or may, in ally special
case, with the like approval, pay tlle whole or any part of such luoileys
ilito ille Ordillary lievellue Account, of ille Collaolidal,ed Fuud.

WageS of inlliateB.

jf

--
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Other Propefty oj In#wt<6.
37. (1.) lf any ininate is or at any time becoines entitled to ally

real or personal property in New Zealand, or to any interest therein,
tile Public Trustee shall be entitled, on the application of the Minister,
to take possession of such property and to apply tile sallie for the 5
maintenance and benefit of the inmate.

(2.) Thereupon the Public Trustee shall have and inay exercise ill
respect of all such property the same rights and powers as if such pro-
peroy formed part of an intestate estate of which he was duly appointed
the adnlinistrator, to be administered by him for the benetit and 10
lilaintenance of the inmate.

PART VI.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Application of 38. (1.) Subject to the provisions of this Act, all tile provisions
,iii:,tices of the Peace of the J ustices of the Peace Act, 1908, with respect to coniplaints aild 15
Act to procer(lingS
under this Act. orders shall, so far as applicable, apply to complaints and orders under

this Act.

(2.) No stamp duty shall be chargeable on any statutory declaration
or other instrunient made for the purposes of this Act, and no Court fees
shall be payable in respect of any proceedings under this Act, 20

Iii al}seneo of 39. (1.) li in any judicial proceedings under this Act tlie age ul
evidence tourt intly ally cillid or young person is in question tile Court shall, in the absence
fix age of child. 01 suiticient evidence, lix the age of such child or young person, and the

age so fixed shall for all the purposes of this Act be deemed to be the
true age of such child or young person. 25

(2.) Every order made under this Act for the coillinittal of any
child to the care of the Superintendent shall specify the age of the
child and shall disclose whether the age so specilied lits been proved
and, if so, by what evidence, or whether the age has been lixed by tile
Court pursuant to the authority of this section. 30

Notilication of birth' 40. (1.) Forthwith after tile notification of the fact of the birth
of illegitimate cliild' of an illegitimate child, given pursuant to section sixteen of the Births
to bo given to
approved Child and Deaths Registration Act, 1924, it Shall be the duty of the liegistrar
Welfare Officer. to notify a Child Welfare Oilicer, nonlinated by the Superintendent for

the purpose, of the fact of such birth, and of the litbine and address of 35
tile mother.

(2.) lf the notilication of ally SUC11 birth has ilot disclosed tile fact
of tile illegitimacy of the child the notice required by tile 466't preceding
subsection shall be given by the Registrar torthwitil after the registra-
tion of the birth of the child pursuant to section seventeen of the said 40
Act.

(3.) Every Child Welfare Officer who receives a notification under
this section shall maintain, and aid iii maintaining, the secrecy of all
particulars contained in such notitication, and sliall not communicate
any such particulars to any other person save so far as Illay be necessary 45
for the proper performance of his duties under this Act.

Change of 11*1110 of 41. Section twenty-one of the Infants Act, 1908, is hereby aillended
adopted child. by omitting from subsection one the words " in addition to tile proper

name of the child," and substituting the words " with such proper or
Christian name as the Judge, on the application of the adopting parent, 50
may fx."

Extension of 42. (1.) Section forty-one of the Infants Act, 1908, is hereby
provisions of Infants amended by omitting from subsection one the words in consideration
Act, 1903, as to i
unauthorized of any payment or reward.
persons receiving (2.) Section flfty-three of the said Act is hereby amended by 55
infants.

omitting the words " section forty-one or."
Colisequelliial
amendment.
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43. The Governor-General may, from time to'time, by Order in Regulations.
Council, make regulations-

(a.) Providing for the establishment, management, maintenance,
and inspection of institutions under this Act:

5 (h.) Prescribing the duties of officers a.nd servants of institutions :
(r.) Regulating the appointment and prescribing the duties of

Child Welfare Officers:

(d.) Regulating the classificatiqn, treatment, control, and discipline
of inmates : I

10 (e.) Prescribing forms of complaints, orders, agreements, and other
instruments reqiiired for the purposes of this Act:

Regulating the employment of children (whether inmates of an
institution under this Act or not) ; and also regulating and
restricting the attendance of children at places of entertain-

15 ment :

(g.) Generally for giving effect to the provisions of this Act.

Repeats and Savings.

44. (1.) The enactments specified in the Second Schedule hereto Repeals and savings.
are hereby repealed, and with respect to those enactments the following

20 provisions shall apply :-
((r.) All appointments, regulations, orders, licenses, warrants.

agreements, records, instruments, and generally all acts of
authority which originated under any such enactment or any
enactment thereby repealed, and are subsisting or in force on

25 the coming into operation of this Act, shall enure for the
purposes of this Act as fully and effectually as if they bad
originated under the corresponding provisions of this Act,
and accordingly shall,rwhere necessary: be deemed to ha.ye
so originated.

30 (b.) All matters and proceedings commenced under any such enact-
ment, and pending or in progress on the coming into opera-
tion of this Act, ma.y be continued,completed, and enforced
under tbis Act.

(2.) All schools established under the Industrial Schools Act, 1908,
35 and subsisting as such at the commencement of this Act shall be

deemed to be institutions established under tbis Act.

45. (1.) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit the Saving provisions
authorizing transfer

Fluthority con ferred by section thirteen of the Prevention of Crime of inmates to
(Borstal Institutions Establishment) Act, 1924, in respect of the transfer Borstal

institutions.
40 of inmates of industrial schools to a Borstal institution under that Act,

and all references in that Act to an industrial school shall be read as
references to an institution established under this Act.

(2.) The said section thirteen is hereby a,mended by omitting from Coilsrquentialamendment.

sul}section three all words after the words " the age of sixteen yearB."
46. (1.) Any institution established under this Act shall be deemed

Mistcellaneouv

amendments of

to he a " place of safety " within the meaning and for the purposes Infants Act, 1908
of Part TV of the Infants Act, 1908.

(2.) Section twenty-seven of the Infants Act, 1908, is herebv
amended by repealing t.he definition of the expression " place of safety."

(3.) The Infants Act, 1908,'is hereby further amended in the
ma.nnerlindicated in the Third'Schedule hereto.

(4.) Section two of the Infants Amendment Act, 1908, is hereby
amended by omitting from subsection two the word " Secretary " and
substituting the word " Superintendent."

143
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ROTTEDTTLES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.

PRIVATE SCHOOT,8 RECOGNIZED AS INATITTITIONS UNDER THIS AcT.

Former Name.

Rt. Mary'K Indiistria.1 Bel}001. Atickland
St. Jimel}164 Inchistiial Brhoc,1, Wrlling.ton
St . Mai·v'M Intl ti,<trial Yclicic,1, N,·Ij,1,1 ..

St. Vin<,1,1 cle Patil'N Ori,lianage n 11(| Tn-
(111Mtr,:,1 School, Dinwdin

St.

St..

Kt

St

Name for Ptirposm of this Art.

Mary's School, Auckland.
Jos,ph'+ School, 111,11<.r Hilit.

. Mary's School, Nelson.

. Vincent dr P,7.111's S,·11001, Dtinedin.

SECOND SCHEDULE.

ENACTMENTS REPEALED.

Title (,f Enac·tment.

1908, No. 83.-The Industrial Schools Act, 1908 .- .-
1909. No, 17.-The Industrial Schools Amendment Act, 1909
1917, No. 28.-The Statute Law Amendmrnt Act, 1917 .. .-
1918, No. 10.-The War Legislation and Statitte Law A,Ii<vidment Act,

1918

Section 24

Sertion 39

THIRD SCHEDULE.

MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS OF INFANTS AcT, 1908.

Bretion affected.

Section 42

Section 43, subsection (1)

Section 44, subsection (1)

Section 44

Section 46
, subsection (2)

Section 47 .

Section 49

Section 50, milisection (5)

Natiire of Amendme.nt.

Extent of Repeal.

The whole Act.

The whole Act.

Section 10.

Section 38.

By repealing the sect on.
By repealing the definition of the term " Secretary,"

and substituting the following definition :-
Superintendent ' means the Superintendent of

the Child Welfare Branch of the Department of
Education."

By omitting the word " Secretary," and substituting
the word " Superintendent."

By omitting the word " Secretary," and substituting
the word " Superintendent."

By omitting the words " or he may issue a Warrant for
the admission of any such infant to an industrial
school."

By repealing the subsection.
By omitting the word " Secretary " wherever it occurs,

and in every case substituting the word " Super-
intendent."

By omitting the word " Secretary," and substituting
the word " Superintendent."

By omitting the word " Secretary, and substituting
the word " Superintendent."

By omitting the word '· Secretary: and substituting
i he woid " Superintendent."

By Authority : W. A. G, SKINNER, Government Printer, Wellington.-1925.


