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A BILL INTITULED
An Act to authorise “ The New Zealand Electrical Syndicate, Limited,” 

to break up or cross over streets, roads, rivers, and bridges, and 
to place mains, service lines, and distributing mains either 
above or below ground, and to lay down and place pipes, conduits 5 
and service pipes, and to erect pillars, arches and poles, and to 
make, construct and do other works and things for supplying 
the City of Christchurch and suburbs with electrical energy,

WHEREAS a Company with limited liability has been incorporated 
under the provisions of “The Companies Acts 1862 to 1890” of the ^ 
Imperial Parliament, by the name of “ The New Zealand Electrical 
Syndicate, Limited,” having for its objects the production of electricity 
and electrical energy, and supplying the same for lighting purposes 
and as a motive power: And whereas it is expedient that power 
should be given to enable the said Company to carry out the ^ 
objects for which it has been,- so established in and over the area of 
supply described in Clause ©> of this Act, and specified in the First 
Schedule hereto: Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly
of New Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows :—

■J _ The short title of this Act is “ The Christchurch Electric 
Lighting Act, 1891.”

2. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context hereof, and 
unless there are words to exclude or restrict such meaning, the words 
and expressions following shall severally have the meanings hereinafter 30 
assigned to them, that is to say :—

The expression “Electricity ” means electricity, electric current, 
or any like agency.

The expression “ Electric line ” means a wire or wires, conductor, 
or other means used for conveying, transmitting, or dis- 35 
tributing electricity, together with any casing, coating, 
covering, tube, pipe, or insulator, enclosing, surrounding, 
or supporting the same, or any part thereof, or any 
apparatus connected therewith for the purpose of conveying, 
transmitting, or distributing electricity. 40

The expression “ General supply" means the general supply of 
electricity to ordinary consumers, and (unless otherwise 
specially agreed with the Local Authority)! to the public 
lamps, but shall not include the supply of electricity to any 
one or more particular consumers under special agreement. 45 

The expression “ Public Purpose” refers to the supply of 
electricity to or in any street as defined by this Act, or any 
place belonging to or subject to the control of a Local 
Authority, or any hall, public theatre, or building belonging
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to or subject to the control of any public authority, but 
shall not include any other purpose to which electricity 
may be applied.

The expression “ Private Purpose” refers to any purpose what­
ever to which electricity may for the time being be applicable, 
not being public purposes, but shall not include the trans­
mission of any telegram.

The expression “Telegram” means any despatch, message, or 
other communication, conveyed or transmitted or presented 
at a telegraph office for transmission by a “Telegraphic 
Line” as defined by this Act.

The expression “ Telegraphic Line ” has the same meaning 
and definition as is given to the expression “ electric line ” 
or “ line ” by “ The Electric Lines Act, 1884,” save that 
the words “ or for any other purpose authorised under this 
Act,” shall be omitted from such definition, and any such 
telegraphic line shall be deemed to be injuriously affected 
when telegraphic communication by means of such line is, 
whether through induction or otherwise, in any manner 
affected.

The expression “ Works” means and includes electric lines, also 
any buildings, machinery, engines, works, matters or things 
of whatever description required to generate or supply elec­
tricity, and to carry into effect the objects of the Company 
under this Act.

The expression “ Local Authority ” means (in addition to the 
meaning given by “ The Interpretations Act, 1888 ”) the 
Christchurch Drainage Board, in every case in which the 
property of the said Board, or the powers and privileges 
granted to it by Statute, are or may be in any way affected 
by any of the powers granted by this Act.

The expression “ The Company ” means the New Zealand 
Electrical Syndicate, Limited.

The expression “ Undertaking ” means the powers and authori­
ties granted by this Act to the Company (subject to the 
duties and obligations hereby imposed), together with all 
lands, buildings, works, materials and plant of the Company 
used for the purposes of this Act.

The expression “ Street” includes any square, court, alley, high­
way, lane, road, thoroughfare, public bridge, passage or place 
within the area of supply as herein defined.

The expression “ Energy ” means electrical energy, and for the 
purposes of this Act electrical energy shall be deemed to 
be an agency within the meaning of electricity as defined 
by this Act.

The expression “ Power ” means electrical power, or the rate 
per unit of time at which energy is supplied.

The expression “Main” means any electrical line which may 
be laid on or over any street or public or private place, 
and through which energy may be supplied, or be intended
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to be supplied, by the Company for the purposes of general 
supply.

The expression “ Service Line ” means any electric line through 
which energy may he supplied, or is intended to be 
supplied, by the Company to a consumer either from any 5 
main or directly from the premises of the Company.

The expression “ jDistributing Main” means the portion of any 
main which is used for the purpose of giving origin to 
service lines for the purpose of general supply.

The expression “Area of Supply ” means the area within pQ 
which the Company are for the time being authorised to 
supply energy under the provisions of this Act.

The expression “Consumer” means any hody or person supplied, 
or entitled to be supplied, with energy by the Company.

The expression “ Consumer's Terminals ” means the ends of 15 
the electric lines situate upon any consumer’s premises, and 
belonging to him, at which the supply of energy is delivered 
from the service lines.

The expression “Railway ” includes any tramroad, that is to say, 
any tramway other than a tramway as hereinafter defined. 20 

he expression “ Tramway ” means any tramway laid along 
any street.

The expression “ Daily Penalty” means a penalty for each 
day on which an offence is continued after conviction 
thereof.

The expression “ Postmaster-General” means the Minister hold­
ing that office.

The expression “ Engineer-in-Chief ” means the Engineer-in­
Chief for the time being for the Colony of New Zealand, or

25

Constitution of 
Board of Control,

Power of Board 
of Control to 
make Rules and 
Regulations.
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other the person performing the duties of the office of 30 
Engineer-in-Chief for the time being.

The expression “Superintendent” means the Superintendent of 
Electric Lines for the time being under “The Electric 
Lines Act, 1884,” or any statutory amendment thereof, or 
other the person performing the duties of the office of 35 
Superintendent of Electric Lines for the time being.

The expression “ The Board of Control ” means the Postmaster- 
General, the Engineer-in-Chief, and the Superintendent 
of Electric Lines, acting together as a Board of Control for 
the purposes of this Act. 40,

3. The Postmaster-General of the Colony of New Zealand, the 
Engineer-in-Chief, and the Superintendent of Electric Lines, are hereby 
constituted a “ Board of Control,” for the purposes of this Act. The 
Postmaster-General shall be the President of the Board of Control.

4. The Board of Control may appoint a secretary and such other 45 than three
officers, and make such by-laws for their own guidance as they shall Ebe wh° 
think proper. They may also make such rules and regulations for the appointed for
control of the Company in the interests of the public safety as is here- thfoovemor^n
inafter provided. Council, and

5. The Company shall not purchase or acquire the undertaking 50 for such term as
of or associate themselves with any other company or person supplying cou^cif^u 
electrical energy under any Special Act without the approval of the S a

3. There shall be 
a Board of 
Control for the 
purposes of this 
Act, which shall 
consist of not less
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Board of Control. If in contravention of this Section the Company 
shall purchase or acquire any such undertaking, or associate them­
selves with such other company or person, the Board of Control may, 
if they think fit, revoke this Act upon such terms as they may think 

5 just: Provided always that notwithstanding anything herein contained, 
the Company may for the purpose of supplying electricity under and 
in accordance with this Act, construct such works, and acquire such 
licenses or agree for the use of any patented or protected processes, 
inventions, machinery, apparatus, methods, materials, or other things,

10 enter into such contracts, and generally do all such acts and things as 
may he necessary and incidental to such supply ; but the Company 
shall not hy any contract or assignment transfer to any other company 
or person any legal power given to them, or divest themselves of any 
obligations or legal liabilities imposed upon them by this Act without

, r the consent of the Board of Control.15
AREA OP SUPPLY.

6. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the area of supply shall Area of Supply, 
be the whole of the area included in the First Schedule.

7. The Company shall not at any time after the commencement ^rohibition o£ 
20 of this Act supply energy, or (except for the purposes of this Act), Area of Supply.

erect or lay down any electric lines or works beyond the area of supply 
otherwise than with the consent of the Board of Control, confirmed by 
the authority of a special Act.

If the Company supply energy, or erect or lay down electric 
25 lines or works in contravention of this Section, the Board of Control 

may revoke this Act as hereinafter mentioned, on such terms as they 
think just.

SECURITY AND ACCOUNTS.

8. The Company, within a period of twelve months after the com-
30 mencement of this Act, and before exercising any powers by this Act fruition of 

conferred on them in relation to the execution of works, shall show to works, 
the satisfaction of the Board of Control that they are in a position 
fully and efficiently to discharge the duties and obligations imposed 
upon them by this Act throughout the area of supply.

35 The Company shall jil so within twelve months after the commence­
ment of this Act, or such extended period as may be approved 
by the Board of Control, and before exercising any of the powers con­
ferred on them in relation to the execution of works, deposit, or secure 
to the satisfaction of the Board of Control, a sum of five hundred 

40 pounds.
If within any such period as aforesaid, the Company shall fail to 

show to the satisfaction of the Board of Control that they are in such a 
position as above-mentioned, or fail to deposit or secure such sum as 
aforesaid, the Board of Control may, after considering any representa- 

45 tions which the Local Authority may make, revoke this Act as to the 
whole, or with the consent of the Company, any part of the area of 
supply upon such terms as they may think just.

The sum deposited or secured by the Company under the pro­
visions of this Section shall be repaid or released to them from time to 

50 time in equal moieties when and as soon as it may be certified by an 
Inspector to be appointed by the Board of Control, that amounts equal
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to the sums so to be repaid or released have been expended by the 
Company upon work executed for the purposes of the undertaking, or 
that distributing mains have been duly laid down in accordance with 
the provisions of this Act in every street or part of a street specified in 
that behalf in the Second Schedule hereto, or at such earlier dates, and 5 
by such instalments as may from time to time be approved of by the 
Board of Control.

9. The Company shall, except with the special approval of the 
Board of Control to be previously given, (after consideration of any 
representation which the Local Authority may make), at all times keep 10 
accounts of the capital employed for the purposes of the undertaking 
distinct from the accounts kept by them in respect of any other under­
taking or business.

10. The Company shall, on or before the 25 th day of March 
in every year, fill up an annual statement of accounts of the undertaking i5 
made up to the 31st day of December then next preceding, and such 
statement shall be in such form, and shall contain such particulars, and 
shall be published in such manner as may from time to time be prescribed 
in that behalf by the Board of Control.

The Company shall keep copies of such annual statement at 20 
their office, and sell the same to any applicant at a price not exceeding 
Two shillings and sixpence per copy. In case the Company make 
default in complying with the provisions of .this Section they shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty shillings for each day during 
which such default continues. 25

11. The annual statement of accounts of the undertaking before 
being published shall be examined and audited by such competent and 
impartial person as the Board of Control shall from time to time appoint, 
and the remuneration of the auditor shall be such as the Board of 
Control shall direct, and the same, and all expenses incurred by him in 30 
or about the execution of his duties, (to such an amount as the 
Board of Control shall approve,) shall be paid by the Company on 
demand, and shall be recoverable as a civil debt.

The Company shall give to the auditor, his clerks and assistants, 
access to such of the books and documents relating to the undertaking 35 
as shall be necessary for the purposes of the audit, and shall, when 
required, furnish to him and them all vouchers and information 
requisite for such purpose, and shall afford to him and them all 
facilities for the proper execution of his and their duty.

The Board of Control may from time to time make and vary 40 
regulations prescribing the times at, and the mode in which such audit 
shall be made or conducted, for the purpose of giving effect to the 
provisions of this Section.

NATURE AND MODE OF SUPPLY.

Mode of Supply. 12. Subject to the provisions of this Act the Company may 
supply energy within the area of supply for all public and private 
purposes as defined by this Act, provided as follows :—

(1.) Such energy shall be supplied only by means of some system 60 
which shall be approved in writing by the Board of Control,
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10

and subject to such, regulations and conditions for securing 
the safety of the public and for ensuring a proper and 
sufficient supply of energy as the Board may from time to 
time impose ; and

(2.) The Company shall not permit any part of any circuit to be 
connected with earth except so far as may be necessary for 
carrying out the provisions of any such regulations or con­
ditions as aforesaid, unless such connection is for the time 
being approved of by the Board of Control, and is made in 
accordance with the conditions, if any, of such approval ; 
and

15

20

(3.) The Company shall construct their mains and other works 
of all descriptions, and shall work their undertaking in all 
respects so as not injuriously to affect the working of any 
telegraphic lines, and shall use every reasonable means in 
the construction of their mains and other works of all 
descriptions, and the working of their undertaking to pre­
vent any such injurious affection, whether by induction or 
otherwise. If any question arises as to whether the Com­
pany have constructed their mains or other works, or 
worked their undertaking in contravention of this Sub­
section, such question shall be determined by arbitration, 
and the Company shall be bound to make any alterations 
in or additions to their system which may be directed by the 
arbitrator :

25 Provided that nothing in this Sub-section contained shall be held 
to relieve the Company from liability to be proceeded against by 
indictment, action or otherwise in relation to any of the matters 
aforesaid.

Provided also that the Board of Control may from time to time 
80 make such regulations as they may think expedient for securing the 

safety of the public from personal injury or from fire or otherwise, and 
may from time to time amend or repeal any such regulations, and 
any such regulations so made or amended by the Board of Control 
shall from the date and issue thereof, have the same effect in 

35 every respect as though they had been originally inserted in this Act, 
and every regulation so repealed shall from and after the date thereof 
be repealed accordingly ; but such repeal shall not affect any liability 
or penalty incurred in respect thereof prior to the date of such repeal, 
or any proceeding or remedy which might have been had in relation 

40 thereto.
(4.) Any Local Authority within any part of whose district electri­

city is authorised to be supplied under this Act may, in 
addition to any regulations which may be made under the 
preceding provisions of this Section for securing the safety 

45 of the public, from time to time make, rescind, alter, or
repeal by-laws for further securing such safety ; and there 
maybe annexed to any breach of such by-laws such penal­
ties as they may think necessary : Provided that no such
by-laws shall have any force or effect unless and until they
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have been approved of by the Board of Control and pub­
lished in such manner as the Board of Control may direct.

WORKS.
"| 3. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Company may 

from time to time exercise all or any of the powers conferred on them 
by this Act, and may break up such streets, railways and tramways not 5 
repairable by the Local Authority, and such railways and tramways (if 
any) as are specified in the Third, Schedule, so far as such streets, rail­
ways and tramways may, for the time being, be included in the area of 
supply, and be or be upon land dedicated to public use: Provided, how­
ever, as respects any such railway that the powers hereby granted shall 10 
extend only to such parts thereof as pass across or along any highway 
on the level.

Except as aforesaid, nothing in this Act shall authorise or em­
power the Company to break up or interfere with any street, railway 
or tramway not repairable by the Local Authority without the consent 15 
of the authority, company, or person hy whom such street, railway or 
tramway is repairable, or of the Board of Control ; and where the 
Board of Control give such consent, the provisions of this Act shall 
apply to the street, railway or tramway to which the consent relates, 
as if it had been specified in the said Third Schedule. 20

"I 4. Subject to the provisions of this Act, and any regulations 
made by the Board of Control under the provisions of this Act, the 
Company may also from time to time construct in any street such 
boxes as may be necessary for purposes in connection with the supply 
of energy, including apparatus for the proper ventilation of such 25 
boxes : Provided that no such box shall be placed above ground except
with the consent of the Local Authority, body, or person by whom such 
street is repairable.

Every such box shall be for the exclusive use of the Company 
and under their sole control, except so far as the Board of Control may 30 
otherwise order, and shall be used by the Company only for the 
purpose of leading off service lines and other distributing conductors, 
or for examining, testing,regulating, measuring, directing or controlling 
the supply of energy, or for examining or testing the condition of the 
mains or other portions of the works, or for other like purposes con- 35 
nected with the undertaking, and the Company may place therein 
meters, switches, and any other suitable and proper apparatus for any 
of the above purposes.

Every such box, including the upper surface or covering thereof, 
shall be made of such materials, and shall be constructed and 40 
maintained by the Company in such manner as not to be a source of 
danger, whether by reason of inequality of surface or otherwise.

The Local Authority may, with the approval of the Board of 
Control, prescribe the hours during which the Company are to have 
access to such boxes; and if the Company during any hours not so 45 
prescribed remove or displace, or keep removed or displaced, the upper 
surface or covering of any box without the consent of the Local Authority, 
they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding two Pounds for every 
such offence, and to a daily penalty of twenty shillings: Provided 
that the Company shall not be subject to any such penalties as 50 
aforesaid if the Resident Magistrate shall be of opinion that the



Christchurch Lighting. 9

case was one of emergency, and that the Company complied with the 
requirements of this Section so far as was reasonable under the 
circumstances.

"1 5* The Company shall not, without the express consent of the Prohibition of 
5 Local Authority where the street is repairable hy them, place any electric except with163 

line above ground, along, over, or across any street or public place, or consent, 
supply energy by means of any electric line so placed.

If the Company place or fail to remove any electric lines in 
contravention of this Section they shall be liable to a penalty not 

10 exceeding ten pounds for every such offence, and to a daily 
penalty not exceeding five pounds, and the Eesident Magistrate, on 
complaint made, may make an order authorising the removal of any 
such electric line by such person and on such terms as he may think fit.

Where any electric line has been placed above ground hy the 
15 Company in any position the Eesident Magistrate, upon complaint 

being made, if he is of opinion that such electric line is or is likely to 
become dangerous to public safety, may, notwithstanding any such 
consent as aforesaid, make an order directing and authorising the 
removal of such electric line upon such terms and conditions as he 

20 may think fit.
16- Where the exercise of any of the powers of the Company in Notice of works 

relation to the execution of any works (including the construction of se^d'on thebe 
boxes) will involve the placing of any works in, under, along, or across Board of Control

25

30

35

40

45

50

any street or public bridge the following provisions shall have effect:— Authority. 
(a.) One month before commencing the execution of such works 

(not being the repairs, renewals, or amendments of existing 
works, of which the character and position are not altered) 
the Company shall serve a notice upon the Board of 
Control and the Local Authority describing the proposed 
works, together with a plan of the works, showing the 
mode and position in which such works are intended 
to be executed and the manner in which it is intended 
that such street or bridge, or any sewer, drain, or tunnel 
therein or thereunder is to be interfered with, and shall, 
upon being required to do so by the Board of Control or 
the Local Authority, give them from time to time any such 
further information in relation thereto as they or either of 
them may desire.

(b,) The Board of Control or the Local Authority may in their or 
either of their discretions approve of any such works or plan, 
ubject to such amendments or conditions as may seem 

fit, or may disapprove the same, and may give notice of 
such approval or disapproval to the Company.

(c.) Where the Local Authority approves any such works or plan, 
subject to any amendments or conditions with which the 
Company are dissatisfied; or disapproves of any such works 
or plan; the Company may appeal to the Board of Control, 
and the Board of Control may inquire into the matter and 
allow or disallow such appeal, and approve any such works 
or plan, subject to such amendments or conditions as may 
seem fit, or may disapprove the same.
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(of.) If the Board of Control or the Local Authority fail to give 
any notice of approval or disapproval to the Company 
within one month after the service of the notice upon them 
the Board or Authority so failing shall be deemed to have 
approved such works and plan. g

(e.) Notwithstanding anything in this Act the Company shall 
not he entitled to execute any such works as above specified, 
except so far as the same may be of a description and in 
accordance with a plan which has been approved, or is to 
be deemed to have been approved by the Board of Control 10 
and the Local Authority, or by the Board of Control as above 
mentioned; but where any such works, description and 
plan are so approved or to be deemed to be approved, the 
Company may cause such works to be executed in 
accordance with such description and plan, subject in all 15 
respects to the provisions of this Act.

(/.) If the Company make default in complying with any of the 
requirements or restrictions of this Section, they shall (in 
addition to any other compensation which they may be 
liable to make under the provisions of this Act), make full 20 
compensation to the parties affected thereby for any loss or 
damage which they may incur by reason thereof, and in 
addition thereto they shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding five pounds for every such default, and to a daily 
penalty not exceeding forty shillings: Provided that the 25
Company shall not be subject to any such penalties as 
aforesaid if the Resident Magistrate shall be of opinion that 
the case was one of emergency, and that the Company 
complied with the requirements of this section so far as 
was reasonable under the circumstances. 30

Nothing in this section shall exempt the Company from any 
penalty or obligation to which they may be liable under 
this Act or otherwise by law, in the event of any telegraphic 
line being at anytime injuriously affected by the Company’s 
works or their supply of energy. 35

11.—Where the exercise of the powers of the Company in 
relation to the execution of any works will involve the placing of any 
works in, under, along, or across any street, or part of a street not 
repairable by the Local Authority, or over or under anyrailway,tramway, 
or canal, not owned by or under the control of the Local Authority, the 40 
following provisions shall have effect, unless otherwise agreed between 
the parties interested :—

(of.) One month before commencing the execution of any such 
works (not being the repairs, renewals, or amendments 
of existing works, of which the character and position 45 
are not altered) the Company shall, in addition to any 
other notices which they may be required to give under 
this Act, serve a notice upon the body or person liable to 
repair such street or part of a street, or the body or person 
for the time being entitled to work such railway or 50 
tramway, or the owners of such canal, as the case may be 
(in this Section referred to as “ the owners ”), describing 
the proposed works, together with a plan of the works,
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showing the mode and position in which such works are 
intended to be executed and placed, and shall, upon being 
required to do so by any such owners, from time to time 
give them any such further information in relation thereto 
as they may desire.

(b.) Every such notice shall contain a reference to this Section, 
and direct the attention of the owners to whom it is given 
to the provisions thereof.

(c.) Within three weeks after the service of any such notice and 
plan upon any owners, such owners may, if they think fit, 
serve a requisition upon the Company, requiring that any 
question in relation to such works, or to compensation in 
respect thereof, and ally other question arising upon such 
notice or plan as aforesaid, shall be settled by arbitration, 
and thereupon such question, unless settled by agreement, 
shall be settled by arbitration accordingly.

(c/.) In settling any question under this section, an arbitrator shall 
have regard to any duties or obligations which the owners 
may be under in respect of such street, railway, tramway or 
canal, and may, if he thinks fit, require the Company to 
execute any temporary or other works so as to avoid any 
interference with any traffic so far as may be possible.

(e.) Where no such requisition as in this section mentioned is 
served upon the Company, or where after any such 
requisition has been served upon them, any question required 
to be settled by arbitration has been so settled, the Com­
pany may, upon paying or securing any compensation 
which they may be required to pay or secure, cause to be 
executed the works specified in such notice and plan as 
aforesaid, and may from time to time, repair, renew, and 
amend the same (providing that their character and position 
are not altered), but subject in all respects to the provisions 
of this Act, and only in accordance with the notice and plan 
so served by them as aforesaid, or such modifications thereof 
respectively as may have been settled by arbitration as 
hereinbefore mentioned, or agreed upon between the 
parties.

(/.) All Works to be executed by the Company under this 
Section shall be carried out to the reasonable satisfaction of 
the owners, who shall have the right to be present during 
the execution of such works.

(g.) Where the repair, renewal, or amendment of any existing 
works, of which the character or position are not altered, 
will involve any interference with any railway, level cross­
ing, or with any tramway over or under which such works 
have been placed, the Company shall, except in cases of 
emergency, or unless otherwise agreed between the parties, 
give to the owners not less than twenty-four hours’ notice 
before commencing to effect such repair, renewal, or amend­
ment, and the owners shall be entitled by their officer to 
superintend the work, and the Company shall conform to

Christchurch Lighting. 11
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Local Authority, 
&c., may give 
notice of desire 
to break up 
streets, &c., on 
behalf of 
Company.

such reasonable requirements as may from time to time be 
made by the owners or such officer. The said notice shall bo, 
in addition to any other notices which the Company may 
be required to give under this Act.

(h.) If the Company make default in complying with any of the 5 
requirements or restrictions of this Section, they shall, in 
addition to any other compensation which they may be 
liable to make under the provisions of this Act, make full 
compensation to the owners affected thereby for any loss 
or damage which they may incur by reason thereof, the 10 
amount of such compensation, in case of the parties not 
agreeing, to be ascertained by arbitration; and in addition 
thereto they shall he liable to a penalty not exceeding five 
pounds for every such default, and to a daily penalty not 
exceeding forty shillings : Provided that the Company 15
shall not be subject to any such penalties as aforesaid, if 
the Resident Magistrate shall be of opinion that the case 
was one of emergency, and that the Company complied 
with the requirements of this Section so far as was reason­
able under the circumstances. 20

18- The Local Authority, and any body or person for the time 
being liable to repair any street or part of a street, or entitled to work 
any railway or tramway which the Company may be empowered to 
break up for the purposes of this Act, may, if they think fit, from time 
to time serve a notice upon the Company, stating that they desire 25 
to exercise or discharge all or any part of any of the powers or duties of 
the Company as herein specified in relation to the breaking up, fill­
ing in, reinstating or making good any streets, bridges, sewers, drains, 
tunnels, or other works vested in or under the control or management 
of the Local Authority, or other body or person as the case may be, and 30 
may from time to time amend or revoke any such notice by another 
notice similarly served. Where the Local Authority, or any such body 
or personas aforesaid (in this Section referred to as “ the givers of the 
notice ”) have given notice that they desire to exercise or discharge any 
such specified powers and duties of the Company then so long as 35 
such notice remains in force the following provisions shall have effect, 
unless otherwise agreed between the parties interested :—

(a.) The Company shall not be entitled to proceed themselves 
to exercise or discharge any such specified powers or 
duties as aforesaid, except incases of emergency, or where 40 
they have required the givers of the notice to exercise or 
discharge such powers or duties, and the givers of the notice 
have refused or neglected to comply with such requisition as 
hereinafter provided:

(h.) In addition to any other notices which they may be required 45 
to give under the provisions of this Act, the Company 
shall not more than four days, and not less than two days, 
before the exercise or discharge of any such powers or 
duties so specified as aforesaid is required to be commenced, 
serve a requisition upon the givers of the notice, stating 50 
the time when such exercise or discharge is required to he
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commenced; and the manner in which any such powers or 
duties are required to he exercised or discharged.

(c.) Upon receipt of any such requisition as last aforesaid, the 
givers of the notice may proceed to exercise or discharge 
any such powers or duties as required by the Company, 
subject to the like restrictions and conditions as the Com­
pany would themselves be subject to in such exercise or 
discharge so far as the same may be applicable.

(d.) If the givers of the notice decline, or for twenty-four hours 
after the time when any such exercise or discharge of any 
powers or duties is by any requisition required to be com­
menced, neglect to comply with such requisition, the 
Company may themselves proceed to exercise or dis­
charge the powers or duties therein specified in like manner 
as they might have done if such notice as aforesaid had not 
been given to them by the givers of the notice.

(e.) In any case of emergency the Company may themselves 
proceed to at once exercise or discharge so much of any such 
specified powers or duties as aforesaid as may be necessary 
for the actual remedying of any defect from which the 
emergency arises, without serving any requisition on the 
givers of the notice, but in such case the Company shall 
within twelve hours after they begin to exercise or discharge 
such powers or duties as aforesaid, give information thereof 
in writing to the givers of the notice.

(/.) If the Company exercise or discharge any such specified 
powers or duties as aforesaid otherwise than in accordance 
with the provisions of this Section, they shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding five pounds for every such offence, 
and to a daily penalty not exceeding forty shillings : Pro­
vided that the Company shall not be subject to any such 
penalties as aforesaid if the Resident Magistrate shall 
be of opinion that the case was one of emergency, 
and that the Company complied with the requirements of 
this Section so far as was reasonable under the circum­
stances.

(g.) All expenses properly incurred by the givers of the notice in 
complying with any requisition of the Company under 
this Section shall be repaid to them by the Company, and 
may be recovered summarily before the Resident Magis­
trate.

(k.) The givers of the notice may from time to time if they think 
fit require the Company to give them such security for 
the repayment to them of any expenses incurred or to be 
incurred by them under this Section as may be determined 
in manner provided by this Act. If the Company fail to 
give any such security within seven days after being 
required to do so, or in case of difference after such differ­
ence has been determined by the Resident Magistrate* 
they shall not be entitled to serve any further 
requisition upon such givers of the notice requiring them to



exercise or discharge any powers or duties under this Section 
until such security has been duly given:

Provided that nothing in this section shall in any way affect the 
right of the Company to exercise or discharge any powers or duties 
conferred or imposed upon them by this Act in relation to the execution 
of any works beyond the actual breaking up, filling in, re-instating or 
making good any such street or part of a street, or any such bridges, 
sewers, drains, tunnels or other works, or railway or tramway as in this 
Section mentioned.

As to alteration 19- The Company may from time to time alter the position of
&o.funderstreets. any pipes (not forming part of any sewer of the Local Authority), or any 

wires or electric lines being under or over any street or place authorised 
to be broken Up by them which may interfere with the exercise of 
their powers under this Act; and any body or person may in like manner 
alter the position of any electric lines or works of the Company being 
over or under any such street or place as aforesaid which may interfere 
with the lawful exercise of any powers vested in such body or person in 
relation to such street or place, subject to the following provisions, 
unless otherwise agreed between the parties interested:

(a.) One month before commencing any such alteration the Com­
pany or such body or person (as the case may be) in this 
Section referred to as “ the operators,” shall serve a notice 
upon the body or person for the time being entitled to such 
pipes, wires, electric lines or works (as the case may be) in 
this Section referred to as “the owners,” describing the 
proposed alteration, together with a plan showing the 
manner in which it is intended that such alteration shall be 
made, and shall upon being required to do so by any such 
owners, from time to time give them any such further 
information in relation thereto as they may desire.

(6.) Within three weeks after the service of any such notice and 
plan upon any owners, such owners may, if they think fit, 
serve a requisition upon the operators requiring that any 
question in relation to such works, or to compensation in 
respect thereof, or any other question arising upon such 
notice or plan as aforesaid, shall be settled by arbitration; 
and thereupon such question, unless settled by agreement, 
shall he settled by arbitration accordingly.

(c.) In settling any question under this Section an arbitrator shall 
have regard to any duties or obligations which the owners 
may be under in respect of such pipes, wires, electric lines 
or works, and may if he thinks fit require the operators to 
execute any temporary or other works so as to avoid inter­
ference with any purpose for which such pipes, wires, elec­
tric lines or works are used, so far as may be possible.

(d.) Where no such requisition as in this Section mentioned is 
served upon the operators, the owners shall be held to have 
agreed to the notice or plan served on them as aforesaid, and 
in such case, or where after any such requisition has been 
served upon them any question required to be settled by 
arbitration has been so settled, the operators upon paying
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or securing any compensation which they may be required 
to pay or secure, may cause the alterations specified in such 
notice and plan as aforesaid to he made out, subject in all 
respects to the provisions of this Act, and only in accordance 
with the notice and plan so served by them as aforesaid, or 
such modifications thereof respectively, as may have been 
settled by arbitration as hereinbefore mentioned, or as may 
he agreed upon between the parties.

(e.) At any time before any operators are entitled to commence 
any such alterations as aforesaid, the owners may serve a 
statement upon the operators stating that they desire to 
execute such alterations themselves, and where any such 
notice has been served upon the operators they shall not be 
entitled to proceed themselves to execute such alterations 
except where they have notified to such owners that they 
require then to execute such alterations, and such owners 
have refused or neglected to comply with such notification 
as hereinafter provided.

(f.) Where any such statement as last aforesaid has been served 
upon the operators they shall not more than forty-eight 
hours, and not less than twenty-four hours, before the 
execution of such alterations is required to be commenced 
serve a notification upon the owners stating the time when 
such alterations are required to he commenced, and the 
manner in which such alterations are required to be made.

(g.) Upon receipt of any such notification as last aforesaid, the 
owners may proceed to execute such alterations as required 
by the operators, subject to the like restrictions and 
conditions as the operators would themselves be subject to 
in executing such alterations so far as the same may be 
applicable.

(h.) If the owners decline, or, for twenty-four hours after the time 
when any such alterations are requried to be commenced, 
neglect to comply with such notification, the operators may 
themselves proceed to execute such alterations in like 
manner as they might have done if no such statement as 
aforesaid had been served upon them.

(i.) All expenses properly incurred by any owners in complying 
with any notification of any operators under this Section 
shall be repaid to them by such operators, and may be 
recovered summarily before the Resident Magistrate.

( j.) Any owners may, if they think fit by any statement served by 
them under this Section upon the operators, require the 
operators to give them such security for the re-payment to 
them of any expenses to he incurred by them in executing 
any alterations as above mentioned, as may be determined 
in manner provided by this Act, and where the operators 
have been so required to give security they shall not he 
entitled to serve a notification upon the owners, requiring 
them to execute such alterations until such security has 
been duly given.
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(k.) If the operators make default in complying with any of the 
requirements or restrictions of this Section, they shall (in 
addition to any other compensation which they may he 
liable to make under the provisions of this Act) make full 
compensation to the owners affected thereby for any loss, 5 
damage, or penalty which they may incur by reason thereof, 
and in addition thereto they shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding five pounds for every such default, and to a daily 
penalty not exceeding forty shillings : Provided that the 
operators shall not be subject to any such additional 20 
penalties as aforesaid if the Resident Magistrate shall 
be of opinion that the case was one of emergency 
and that the operators complied with the requirements 
of this Section so far as was reasonable under the 
circumstances. 15

Laying of electric 20. Where the Company require to dig or sink any trench, or 
gas or w°ate"epipes do any other work for laying down or constructing any new electric 
or other electric pnes (other than service-lines), or other works, near to which any 
hnes' sewer, drain, watercourse, defence pipe, or work under the jurisdiction

or control of the Local Authority, or any main pipe, siphon, electric line, 20 
or other work belonging to any gas, water, or electric supply company 
has been lawfully placed, or where any gas or water company require 
to dig or sink any trench, or to do any other work for laying down or 
constructing any new mains or pipes (other than service pipes), or other 
works near to which any lines or works of the Company have been 25 
lawfully placed, the Company, or such gas or water company (as 
the case may be) in this Section referred to as “the operators,’ ’ sha 
unless in case of sudden emergency, or unless it be otherwise agreed 
between the parties interested, give to the Local Authority or to such 
gas, water, or electric supply company, or to the Company (as the case may BO 
be) in this Section referred to as “ the owners,” not less than three days’ 
notice hefore commencing to dig or sink such trench, or to do such 
work as aforesaid, and such owners shall be entitled by their officer 
to superintend the work, and the operators shall conform with such 
reasonable requirements as may from time to time be made by the 85 
owners or such officer for protecting from injury every such sewer, 
drain, water course, defence pipe, siphon, electric line or work, and for 
securing access thereto, and they shall also, if required to do so by the 
owners thereof, repair any damage that may be done thereto.

Where the operators find it necessary to undermine, but not alter 40 
the position of any pipe, electric line or work, they shall temporarily 
support the same in position during the execution of their works, and 
before completion provide a suitable and proper foundation for the 
same where so undermined.

Where the operators (being the Company) lay any electric 45 
line, crossing, or liable to touch any mains, pipes, lines, or services 
belonging to any gas, water or electric supply company, the conducting 
portion of such electric line shall be effectually insulated in a manner 

• approved by the Board of Control, and the Company shall not,
except with the consent of the gas, water or electric supply company, 06
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as the case may be, and of the Board of Control, lay their electric lines 
so as to come into contact with any such mains, pipes, lines, or 
services, or, except with the like consent, employ any such mains, 
pipes, lines, or services as conductors for the purposes of their supply 

5 of energy.
Any question or difference which may arise under this Section shall 

be determined by arbitration.
If the operators make default in complying with any of the re­

quirements or restrictions of this Section they shall make full compen- 
10 sation to all owners affected thereby for any loss, damage, penalty or 

costs which they may incur by reason thereof, and in addition thereto 
they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds for every 
such default, and to a daily penalty not exceeding forty shillings : Pro­
vided that the operators shall not he subject to any such penalty if 

15 the Resident Magistrate shall he of opinion that the case 
was one of emergency, and that the operators complied with the 
requirements and restrictions of this Section so far as was reasonable 
under the circumstances, or that the default in question was due to the 
fact that the operators were ignorant of the position cf the sewer, drain,

20 watercourse, defence-pipe, electric line or work affected thereby, and that 
such ignorance was not owing to any negligence on the part of the 
operators.

Por the purposes of this Section the expression “gas company” 
shall mean any body or person lawfully supplying gas ; the expression 

25 “ water company ” shall mean any body or person lawfully supplying 
water or water power ; and the expression “electric supply company ” 
shall mean any body or person supplying energy under any Act but not 
under this Act.

21. In the exercise of any of the powers of this Act relating to For protection of 
30 the execution of works the Company shall not in any way injure the canaiacompanies.

railways, tunnels, arches, works or conveniences belonging to any rail­
way or canal company, nor obstruct or interfere with the working of the 
traffic passing along any railway or canal.

22. Seven days before commencing to lay down any electric line For protection of 
35 or to supply energy through any electric line in any manner telephone wires.

whereby the work of telegraphic or telephonic communication, 
through any wires or lines lawfully laid down or placed in any 
position may be injuriously affected, the Company shall, unless 
otherwise agreed between the parties interested, give to the body or 

40 person for the time being entitled to such wires or lines, notice in 
writing specifying the concise nature and gauge of such electric line, 
and the amount and nature of the currents intended to be sent along 
the same, and the extent to and manner in which (if at all) earth 
returns are proposed to be used ; and the Company shall conform 

45 with such reasonable requirements as may from time to time be made 
by such body or person as aforesaid, for the purpose of preventing the 
communication through such wires or lines from being injuriously 
affected as aforesaid.

If any difference arises between any such body or person and the 
50 Company with respect to the reasonableness of any requirements so 

made, such difference shall be determined by arbitration :
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Provided that nothing in this Section shall apply to repairs or re­
newals of any electric line so long as the course, nature and gauge of 
such electric line, and the amount and nature of the current sent along 
the same are not altered,

If the Company make default in complying with any of the 
requirements or restrictions of this Section, they shall make full com­
pensation to the body or person entitled to any such wire or line, 
for any loss or damage which they may incur by reason thereof, and 
in addition thereto they shall he liable to a penalty not exceeding Jive 
pounds for every such default, and to a daily penalty not exceeding 
forty shillings: Provided that the Company shall not be subject to 
any such penalties as aforesaid if the Resident Magistrate 
shall he of opinion that the case was one of emergency, and that 
the Company complied with the requirements and restrictions of this 
Section so far as was reasonable under the circumstances, or that the 
default in question was due to the fact that the Company were 
ignorant of the position of the wires or lines affeoted thereby, and that 
such ignorance was not owing to any negligence on the part of the 
Company.

& COMPULSORY WORKS.
laid down in 23. (i ) The Company shall, within a period of three years after
in seoondecifiecl the commencement of this Act, lay down suitable and sufficient dis- 
Scheduie, and in tributing mains for the purposes of general supply throughout every 
ofTuppiy! °£ area street or part of a street specified in that behalf in the Second Schedule, 

and shall thereafter maintain the same.
(2.) In addition to the mains hereinbefore specified the Com­

pany shall at any time, after the expiration of two years after the 
commencement of this Act, lay down suitable and sufficient distributing 
mains for the purposes of general supply through every other street 
or part of a street within the area of supply upon being required to do 
so in manner by this Act provided.

All such mains shall he laid down by the Company within six 
months after any requisition in that behalf, served upon them in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act, has become binding upon 
them, or within such further time as may in any case he approved of 
by the Board of Control.

(3.) When any such requisition is made in respect of any street, 
not repairable by the Local Authority, which is not mentioned in the 
Third Schedule, the Company shall (unless the authority, company, 
or person by whom such street is repairable consent to the breaking 
up thereof) forthwith apply to the Board of Control for the written 
consent of the Board, authorising and empowering the Company to 
break up such street, and the requisition shall not be binding upon 
them if the Board of Control refuse their consent in that behalf.

As to laying of 24. Twenty-eight days at the least before commencing to lay in
speo5ai°lme Undei ariy street any electric line which is intended for supplying energy to 
agreement. any particular consumer, and not for the purposes of general supply, 

the Company shall serve upon the Local Authority, and upon the 
owner or occupier of all premises abutting on so much of the street 
as lies between the points of origin and termination of the electric line
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so to be laid, a notice, stating that the Company intend to lay such 
electric line, and setting forth the effect of this Section, and if within 
the said period any two or more of such owners or occupiers shall re­
quire, in accordance with the provisions of this Act, that a supply shall 

5 be given to their premises, the necessary distributing main shall be 
laid by the Company at the same time as the electric line intended 
for such particular consumer.

.25. If the Company make default in laying down any distri- “;ic°“^ndyown 
buting mains, in accordance with the provisions of this Act, within the mains, &c., Act 

10 periods prescribed in that behalf respectively, they shall be liable to a “y be revoked, 
penalty not exceeding two pounds in respect of each such default for 
each day during which such default continues, and if the Board of 
Control are of opinion in any case that such default is wilful and un­
reasonably prolonged, they may, after considering any representations 

15 of the Local Authority, revoke this Act as to the whole, or with the con­
sent of the Company, any part of the area of supply ; . or, if the 
Company so desire, may, after having given an opportunity to the 
local authority to make representations and objections with reference 
thereto, suffer the same to remain in force as to such area, or part 

20 thereof, subject to such conditions as they may think fit to impose, and 
any conditions so imposed shall be binding on and observed by the 
Company, and shall be of the like force and effect in every respect 
as though they were contained in this Act. .

26. Any requisition requiring the Company to laydown dis- ifa?'
25 tributing mains for the purposes of general supply throughout any bo made.

street or part of a street may be made by six or more owners 
of premises along such street or part of a street, or where the 
Local Authority has the control and management of the public lamps in 
such street or part of a street by the Local Authority. _

30 Every such requisition shall be signed by the persons making the 
same, or by the Local Authority as the case may be, and shall be served 
upon the Company. .

Eorms of requisitions shall be kept by the Company at their 
office, and a copy shall be supplied free of charge to any owner or occu- 

35 pier of premises within the area of supply, and to the Local Authority on 
application for the same, and any requisition so supplied shall be 
deemed valid in point of form.

27, Where any such requisition is made by any such owners or 011
occupiers as aforesaid, the Company (if they think fit) may, within by o\vners or

40 fourteen days after the service of the requisition upon them, serve a 0CCUPieis- 
notice on all the persons by whom such requisition is signed, stating 
that they decline to be bound by any requisition, unless such persons, 
or some of them, will bind themselves to take or guarantee that there 
shall be taken a supply of energy for three years of such amount in 

45 the aggregate (to be specified by the Company in such notice) as 
will at the rates of charge at the time being charged by the Com­
pany for supply of energy from the distributing mains to ordinary 
consumers within the area of supply produce annually such reasonable 
sum as shall be specified by the Company in such notice : Provided 

50 that in such notice the Company shall not without the authority of 
the Board of Control specify any annual sum exceeding one-fifth part of



Provision on 
requisition by 
Local Authority.

Comyany to 
furnish sufficient 
supply of energy 
within the area of 
supply*

the estimated expense of providing and laying down the required distri­
buting mains, and any other mains or additions to existing mains which 
may be necessary for the purpose of connecting such distributing 
mains with the nearest suitable source of supply.

Where such notice is served the requisition shall not be binding 5 
on the Company, unless within fourteen days after the service of such 
notice on all persons signing the requisition has been effected, or in 
case of difference the delivery of the arbitrator’s award, there be 
tendered to the Company an agreement severally executed by such 
owners, or some of them, binding them to take, or guaranteeing that 10 
there shall be taken, for a period of three years at least, such specified 
amounts of energy respectively as will, in the aggregate, at the rates of 
charge above specified, produce an annual sum amounting to the 
sum specified in the notice or determined by arbitration under this 
Section, nor unless sufficient security for the payment to the Company ig 
of all moneys which may become due to them from such persons under 
such agreement is offered to the Company (if required by them by 
such notice as aforesaid) within the period limited for the tender of the 
agreement as aforesaid.

If the Company consider that the requisition is unreasonable, or 20 
that under the circumstances of the case the provisions of this Section 
ought to be varied, they may, within fourteen days after the service of 
the requisition upon them, appeal to the Board of Control, who, after 
such enquiry (if any) as they shall think fit, may, by Order, either 
determine that the requisition is unreasonable, and shall not be binding 25 
upon the Company, or may authorize the Company by their notice 
to require a supply of energy to be taken for such longer period than 
three years, and to specify such sum or proportion, whether calculated 
as hereinbefore provided or otherwise, as shall be fixed or directed by 
the Order, and the terms of the above-mentioned agreement shall be 30 
varied accordingly. In the case of any such appeal to the Board of 
Control, any notice by the Company under this Section may be served 
by them within fourteen days after the decision of the Board of Control.

If any difference arise between the Company and any person 
signing any such requisition as to any such notice, agreement, or security, 35 
such difference shall, subject to the provisions 01 this Section, and to the 
decision^of the Board of Control, upon any such appeal as aforesaid, be 
determined bv arbitration.

28. Where any such requisition is made by the Local Authority it 
shall not be binding on the Company, unless at the time when service 40 
is effected, or within fourteen days thereafter, there be tendered to the 
Company (if required by them) an agreement executed by the Local 
Authority, and binding them to take for a period of three years at the 
least, a supply of energy for lighting such public lamps in the street or 
part of a street in respect of which the requisition is made as may be 45 
under their management or control.

20 Christchurch Lighting.

SUPPLY.
29.. The Company shall, upon being required to do so by the owner 

or occupier of any premises situate within fifty yards from any dis- 50 
tributing main of the Company, in which they are for the time being
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required to maintain, or are maintaining a supply of energy for the 
purposes of general supply to private customers under this Act, or any 
regulations and conditions subject to which they are authorised to 
supply energy under this Act give, and continue to give, a supply of 

5 energy for such premises in accordance with the provisions of this Act 
and of all such regulations and conditions as aforesaid, and they shall 
furnish and lay, any electric lines that may be necessary for the purposes 
of supplying the maximum power with which any such owner or 
occupier may be entitled to be supplied under this Act, subject to the 

10 conditions following, that is to say :
The cost of so much of any electric line for the supply of energy to 

any owner or occupier as may be laid upon the property of 
such owner, or in the possession of such occupier, and of so 
much of any such electric lines as it may be necessary to lay 

15 for a greater distance than sixty feet from any distributing
main of the Company, although not on such property, 
shall, if the Company so require, be defrayed by such owner 
or occupier.

Every owner or occupier of premises requiring a supply of energy, 
20 shall serve a notice upon the Company, specifying the

premises in respect of which such supply is required, 
and the maximum power required to be supplied, and the 
day (not being an earlier day than a reasonable time after 
the date of the service of such notice) upon which such 

25 supply is required to commence, and enter into a written
contract with the Company, if required by them so to do, 
to continue to receive and pay for a supply of energy, for a 
period of at least two years, of such an amount that the pay­
ment to be made for the same, at the rate of charge for 

30 the time being charged by the Company for a supply of
energy to ordinary customers within the area of supply, shall 
not be less perannum than one-fifth part of the estimated out­
lay to be incurred by the Company in providing any electric 
lines required under this section, to be provided by them for 

35 the purpose of such supply, and give to the Company (if re­
quired by them so to do) security for the payment to them of 
all moneys which may from time to time become due to 
them by such owner or occupier in respect of any electric 
lines to be furnished by the Company, and in respect of 

40 energy to be supplied by them:
Provided always that the Company may, after they have given a 

supply of energy for any premises, by notice in writing require the 
owner or occupier of such premises, within seven days after the date of 
the service of such notice, to give to them security for the payment of 

45 all moneys which may from time to time become due to them in respect 
of such supply, in case such owner or occupier has not already given 
such security, or in case any security given has become invalid or is 
insufficient, and if any such owner or occupier fail to comply with 
the terms of such notice, the Company may, if they think fit, 

60 discontinue to supply energy for such premises so long as such failure 
continues:

Christchurch Lighting.
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Provided, also, that if the owner or occupier of any such premises 
as aforesaid uses any form of lamp or burner, or uses the energy 
supplied to him by the Company for any purposes, or deals with it in 
any manner so as to unduly or improperly interfere with the efficient 
supply of energy to any other body or person by the Company, the 5 
Company may, if they think fit, discontinue to supply energy to such 
premises so long as such user continues :

Provided also that the Company shall not be compelled to give a 
supply of energy to any premises unless they are reasonably satisfied 
that the electric lines, fittings and apparatus therein are in good order 10 
and condition, and not calculated to affect injuriously the use of energy 
by the Company or by other persons.

If any difference arises under this Section as to any improper use 
of energy, or as to any alleged defect in any electric lines, fittings or 
apparatus, such difference shall be determined by arbitration. 45.

Maximum of 30. The maximum power with which any such consumer shall be
power. entitled to be supplied shall be such amount as he may from time to

time require to be supplied with, not exceeding what may be reasonably 
anticipated as the maximum consumption on his premises: Provided
that where any consumer has required the Company to supply him 20 
with a maximum power of any specified amount he shall not be 
entitled to alter that maximum except upon one month's notice to the 
Company, and any expenses reasonably incurred by the Company 
in respect of the service lines by which energy is supplied to the pre­
mises of such consumer, or any fittings or apparatus of the Company 25 
upon such premises consequent upon such alteration shall be paid by 
him to the Company, and may be recovered summarily as a civil 
debt.

If any difference arises between any such owner or occupier and the 
Company as to what may be reasonably anticipated as the consump- 30 
tion on his premises, or as to the reasonableness of any expenses under 
this Section such difference shall be determined by arbitration.

Supply of energy 31. The Company upon receiving reasonable notice from the 
to public lamps, j^cal Authority requiring them to supply energy to any public lamps

within the distance of seventy-five yards from any distributing main of 35 
the Company in which they are for the time being required to main­
tain a current of energy for the purposes of general supply under this 
Act, or any regulations and conditions subject to which they are 
authorised to supply energy under this Act, shall give and continue to 
give a supply of energy to such lamps in such quantities as the Local qq 
Authority may from time to time require to be supplied.

Penalty for ^ 32- Whenever the Company make default in supplying energy
ai me o supp y. £o any owner or occupier of premises to whom they may be and are re­

quired to supply energy under this Act, they shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding forty shillings in respect of every such default, for each 45 
day on which any such default occurs.

Whenever the Company make default in supplying energy to 
the public lamps to which they may be and are required to supply 
energy under this Act, they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
twenty shillings in respect of every such default for each such lamp and 50 
for each day on which any such default occurs.
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Whenever the Company make default in supplying energy in 
accordance with the terms of any regulations and conditions subject to 
which they are authorised to supply energy under this Act, they shall 
be liable to such penalties as may by such regulations and conditions 

5 be prescribed in that behalf:
Provided that the penalties to be inflicted on the Company 

under this Section shall in no case exceed in the aggregate the sum of 
twenty Pounds in respect of any defaults, not being wilful defaults, on 
the part of the Company for any one day; and provided also that in 

10 no case shall any penalty be inflicted in respect of any default if the 
Resident Magistrate shall be of opinion that such default was 
caused by inevitable accident or force majeure, or was of so 
slight or unimportant a character as not materially to affect the value 
of the supply.

15
PRICE.

33. The Company may charge for energy supplied by them to Methods
any ordinary consumer (otherwise than by agreement)— charging.

(1.) By the actual amount of energy so supplied ; or 
20 (2.) By the electrical quantity contained in such supply; or

(3.) By such other method as may for the time being be approved 
by the Board of Control:

Provided that where the Company charge by any method so ap­
proved by the Board of Control, any consumer who objects to that 

25 method may, by one month’s notice in writing, require the Company 
to charge him at their option by the actual amount of energy supplied 
to him, or by the electrical quantity contained in such supply, and 
thereafter the Company shall not, except with the consumer’s consent, 
charge him by any other method :

30 Provided also that before commencing to supply energy through 
any distributing main for the purposes of general supply, the Com­
pany shall give notice to the Local Authority by what method they 
propose to charge for energy supplied through such main, and where 
the Company have given any such notice they shall not be entitled 

35 to change such method of charging except after one month’s notice of 
such change has been given by them to the Local Authority and to 
every consumer of energv who is supplied by them from such main.

34. The prices to be charged by the Company for energy sup- Maximum price 
plied by them shall not exceed those stated in that behalf in the Sec-

40 tions one and two of the Fourth Schedule respectively, or in the case of a 
method of charge approved by the Board of Control, such price as the 
Board of Control shall on approving such method determine :

Provided that if the Local Authority or the Company shall at 
any time after the expiration of seven years from the commencement of 

45 this Act make a representation to the Board of Control that the prices 
or methods of charge stated in the said Schedule, or approved by the 
Board of Control, ought to be altered, the Board, after such en­
quiry as they may think fit, may make an order varying the prices or 
methods of charge stated in the said Schedule or so approved as afore- 

50 said, or substituting other prices or methods of charge in lieu thereof, 
and the prices or methods of charge so varied or substituted, shall have
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effect on and after such day as may be mentioned in such order, as if 
they had been stated in the said Schedule :

Provided also that the prices and methods of charge for the time 
being in force may be altered in like manner at the expiration of any 
or every period of seven years after the same were last altered. 6

by 35. Subject to the provisions of this Act, and to the right of the 
consumer to require that he shall be charged according to some one or 
other of the methods above-mentioned, the Company may make any 
agreement with a customer as to the price to be charged for energy 
and the mode in which such charges are to be ascertained, and may 10 
charge accordingly.

36. The price to be charged by the Company and to be paid 
to them for all energy supplied to the public lamps, and the mode in 
which such charges shall be ascertained, shall be settled by agreement 
between the Local Authority and the Company, and in case of 15 
difference, by arbitration, regard being had to the circumstances of the 
case, and the distributing or other mains (if any) which may have to 
be laid for the purpose and the prices charged to ordinary consumers 
in the district.

ELECTRIC INSPECTORS. 20

Appointment of 37. The Local Authority may from time to time appoint and keep 
inspectors. appointed one or more competent and impartial person or persons to be 

electric inspectors under this Act.
If no electric inspector is appointed by the Local Authority, or if 

the inspection of electric lines and works is imperfectly attended to by 25 
the Local Authority, the Board of Control, on the application of any 
consumer or of the Company, may from time to time appoint and 
keep appointed one or more competent and impartial person or persons 
to be electric inspectors under this Act.

The duties of an electric inspector under this Act shall be as 30 
follows :—

(«.) The inspection and testing periodically, and in special cases, 
of the Company’s electric lines and works, and of the supply 
of energy given by them ;

(b.) The certifying and examining of meters ; and, 35
(c.) Such other duties in relation to the undertaking as may be 

required of him under the provisions of this Act, or of any 
regulations under this Act.

The Local Authority, with the approval of the Board of Control, or 
the Board of Control, if the inspector is appointed by them, may from 40 
time to time prescribe the manner in which, and the times at which, any 
such duties are to be performed by an electric inspector, and also the fees 
to be taken by him, and such fees shall be accounted for and applied as 
may be directed by the Local Authority or the Board of Control, as the case 
maybe. . _ 45

Remuneration of 38. The Local Authority may pay to any electric inspector 
electric inspectors appointed by them under this Act such reasonable remuneration (if 

any) as they may from time to time determine, and such remuneration
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may be in addition to or in substitution for any fees directed to be 
paid to electric inspectors in respect of their duties under this Act, or 
any regulations of the Board of Control made in pursuance of this 
Act, according as the Local Authority shall determine.

5 39. The Board of Control may also, if they deem it necessary, Enquiry by Boaid
appoint any electric inspector or other fit person or persons to enquire o£ Contlol‘ 
and report as to the cause of any accident affecting the safety of the 
public which may have been occasioned by or in connection with the 
Company’s works, or as to the manner and extent in and to which the 

10 provisions of this Act and of any regulations under this Act so far as 
such provisions affect the safety of the public have been complied with 
by the Company; and any person appointed under this Section not 
being an electric inspector shall for the purposes of his appointment 
have all the powers of an electric inspector under this Act.

15

20

25

30

35
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45

50

TESTING AND INSPECTION.

40. On the occasion of the testing of any main of the Com- Testing of mata3 
pany, reasonable notice thereof shall be given to the Company by the
electric inspector, and such testing shall be carried out at such suitable 
hours as in the opinion of the inspector will least interfere with the 
supply of energy by the Company, and in such manner as the in­
spector may think expedient, but except under the provisions of a special 
order in that behalf made by the Board of Control, he shall not be 
entitled to have access to or interfere with the mains of the Company 
at any points other than those at which the Company have reserved 
for themselves access to the said mains; Provided that the Company 
shall not be held responsible for any interruption in the supply of energy 
which may be occasioned or required by such inspector for the pur­
pose of any such testing as aforesaid : Provided also that such testings 
shall not be made in regard to any particular portion of a main oftener 
than once in any three months, unless in pursuance of a special order in 
that behalf made by the Board of Control,

41. An electric inspector, if and when required to do so by any Testing of works 
consumer, shall from time to time, on payment by the consumer of the and suPP'y on 
prescribed iee, test the variation oi electric pressure at the consumer s premises, 
terminals, or make such other inspection and testing of the service
lines, apparatus, and works of the Company upon the consumer’s 
premises as may be necessary for the purpose of determining whether 
the Company have complied with the provisions of this Act, and the 
regulations and conditions subject to which they are for the time being 
authorised to supply energy.

42. The Company shall at such places within a reasonable dis- Company to 
tance from a distributing main establish at their own cost and keep in stations. testl"s 
proper condition such reasonable number of testing stations as the Local 
Authority shall deem sufficient for testing the supply of energy by the 
Company through such main, and shall place thereat proper and suit­
able instruments of a pattern to be approved by the Board of Control,
and shall connect such stations by means of proper and sufficient elec­
tric lines with such mains, and supply energy thereto for the purpose 
of such testing.

If any dispute arises between the Local Authority and the Com­
pany as to whether the number of such testing stations, and the



26 Christchurch Lighting.

Company to 
keep instruments 
on their premises.

Reading of 
instruments to be 
taken.

Electric 
inspectors may 
test Company’s 
instruments.

Representation of 
Company at 
testings.

Company to 
give facilities 
for testing,

Report of results 
of testing,

distance from the main at which they are established is reasonable 
or excessive, or as to any excessive or improper use of energy for 
such testing, or as to the performance hy the Company of their 
duties under this Section, such dispute shall he determined by arbi­
tration. 5

43. The Company shall set up and keep upon all premises 
from which they supply energy by any distributing mains, such 
suitable and proper instruments of such pattern and construction as 
may be from time to time approved of or prescribed by the Board 
of Control, and shall from time to time take and record and keep iq 
recorded such observations as the Board of Control may from time
to time prescribe, and any observations so recorded shall be receiv­
able in evidence.

44. The Company shall keep in efficient working order all in­
struments which they are required by or under this Act to place, set 15 
up, or keep at any testing station, or on their own premises, and any 
electric inspector appointed under this Act may from time to time 
examine and record the readings of such instruments at such times and
in such manner as he may be directed by the Authority by whom he is 
appointed, and any readings so recorded shall be receivable in evi- 20 
dence.

45. Any electric inspector appointed under this Act shall have 
the right to have access at all reasonable hours to the testing stations 
and premises of the Company for the purpose of testing the electric 
lines and instruments of the Company, and ascertaining if the same are 25 
in order, and in case the same are not in order he may require the Com­
pany forthwith to have the same put into order*

46. The Company may, if they think fit, on each occasion of the 
testing of any main or service line, or the testing or inspection of any 
instruments of the Company by any electric inspector, be repre- 30 
sented by some officer or other agent, but such officer or agent shall 
not interfere with the testing or inspection.

47. The Company shall afford all facilities for the pre per execu­
tion of this Act with respect to inspection and testing, and the readings 
and inspection of instruments, and shall comply with all requirements of 35 
or under this Act in that behalf ; and in case the Company make 
default in complying with any of the provisions of this Section, they 
shall be liable in respect of each default to a penalty not exceeding two 
Pounds, and to a daily penalty not exceeding twenty shillings.

48. Every electric inspector shall on the day immediately follow- 40 
ing that on which any testing has been completed by him under this 
Act, make and deliver a report of the results of his testing to the Board
of Control. Local Authority, or consumer (as the case may be) by whom 
he was required to make such testing, and to the Company, and such 
report shall be receivable in evidence. 45

If the Company, the Local Authority, or any consumer are or is 
dissatisfied with any report of any electric inspector, they or he may 
appeal to the Board of Control against such report, and thereupon the 
Board of Control shall enquire into and decide upon the matter of any 
such appeal, and their decision shall be fiual and binding on all parties. 50
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49. Save as otherwise provided by this Act or by any regulations Expenses of 
under this Act, all fees and reasonable expenses of an electric inspector inspector, 
shall, unless agreed, be ascertained by the Resident Magistrate, or 
by the Board of Control where the inspector is appointed by them, and 

5 shall be paid by the Company :
Provided that where the report of an electric inspector or the 

decision of the Board of Control shows that any consumer was guilty of 
any default or negligence, such fees and expenses shall, on being ascer­
tained as above mentioned, be paid by such consumer as the Court or 

10 Board, having regard to such report or decision, shall direct, and may be 
recovered summarily as a civil debt: .

Provided also that in any proceedings for penalties under this Act 
any such fees and expenses incurred in connection with such proceeed- 
ings shall be payable by the complainant or defendant as the Resident 

15 Magistrate shall direct.

METERS.
50. The amount of energy supplied by the Company to any tohe used 

ordinary consumer under this Act, or the electrical quantity contained agreement,
20 in such supply (according to the method by which the Company 

elect to charge), in this Act referred to as the value of the supply,” 
shall, except as otherwise agreed between such consumer and the 
Company, be ascertained by means of an appropriate meter, duly 
certified under the provisions of this Act.

25 51. A meter shall be considered to be duly certified under the Meter to be
provisions of this Act if it be certified by an electric inspector appointed oeitlfied' 
under this Act to be a correct meter, and to be of some construction 
and pattern, and to have been fixed and connected with 
the service lines in some manner approved of by the Board of Control,

30 and every such meter is in this Act referred to as a “ certified meter ” :
Provided that where any alteration is made in any certified meter, or 
where any such meter is unfixed or disconnected from the service lines, 
such meter shall cease to be a certified meter, unless and until it be 
again certified as a certified meter under the provisions of this Act.

35 52. Every electric inspector, on being required to do so by the inspector to
Company or by any consumer, and on payment of the prescribed fee certify meters, 
by the party so requiring him, shall examine any meter intended for 
ascertaining the value of the supply, and shall certify the same as a 
certified meter if he considers it entitled to be so certified.

40 53. Where the value of the supply is under this Act required to
be ascertained by means of an appropriate meter, the Company shall, required so to do. 
if required so to do by any consumer, supply him with an appropriate 
meter, and shall, if required so to do, fix the same upon the premises 
of the consumer and connect the service line therewith, and procure 

45 such meter to he duly certified under the provisions of this Act, and 
for such purposes may authorise and empower any officer or person to 
enter upon such premises at any reasonable times and execute all 
necessary works and do all necessary acts: Provided that previously to 
supplying any such meter the Company may require such consumer 

50 to pay to them a reasonable sum in respect of the price of such meter, 
or to give security therefor, or if he desires to hire such meter, may
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require him to enter into such an agreement for the hire of such meter 
as hereinafter provided.

54. No consumer shall connect any meter used or to be used 
under this Act for ascertaining the value of the supply with any electric 
line through which energy is supplied by the Company, or disconnect 
any such meter from any such electric line, unless he has given to the 
Company not less than forty-eight hours notice in writing of his 
intention so to do, and if any person acts in contravention of this Section 
he shall be liable for each offence to a penalty not exceeding forty 
shillings.

55. Every consumer shall at all times, at his own expense, keep
10

Power to the 
Company to let 
meter.

all meters belonging to him, whereby the value of the supply is to he 
ascertained, in proper order for correctly registering such value, and 
in default of his so doing the Company may cease to supply energy 
through such meter. The Company shall have access to and he at ]5 
liberty to take off, remove, test, inspect and replace any such meter 
at all reasonable times : Provided that all reasonable expenses of and 
incident to any such taking off, removing, testing, inspecting, and 
replacing, and the procuring such meter to be again duly certified 
where such re-certifying is thereby rendered necessary, shall, if the 20 
meter be found to be not in proper order, be paid by the consumer ; 
but if the same he in proper order all expenses connected therewith 
shall be paid by the Company.

56. The Company may let for hire any meter for ascertaining 
the value of the supply, and any fittings thereto for such remuneration 25 
in money, and on such terms with respect to the repair of such meter 
and fittings, and for securing the safety and return to the Company 
of such meter and fittings, as may be agreed upon between the hirer and 
the Company} or, in case of difference, decided by the Board of Control, 
and such remuneration shall be recoverable by the Company 30 
summarily as a civil debt.

Company to . 57. The Company shall, unless the agreement of hire other-
hire in repair. 01 wise provides, at all times at their own expense keep all meters let 

for hire by them to any consumer whereby the value of the supply 
is ascertained, in proper order for correctly registering such value, 35
and in default of their so doing the consumer shall not be liable to
pay rent for the same during such time as such default continues. 
The Company shall, for the purposes aforesaid, have access to and 
be at liberty to remove, test, inspect, and replace any such meter at 
all reasonable times: Provided that the expenses of procuring any 40
such meter, to be again duly certified, where such re-certifying is 
thereby rendered necessary, shall be paid by the Company.

Differences as to 58. If any difference arises between any consumer and the Com- 
me'tertobe settled Pany as to whether any meter whereby the value of the supply is as- 
by inspector. certained (whether belonging to such consumer or the Company) is 45

or is not in proper order for correctly registering such value, or as to 
whether such value has been correctly registered in any case by any 
meter, such difference shall be determined upon the application of 
either party by an electric inspector, who shall also order by which of 
the parties the costs of the proceedings before hup shall be paid, and 50
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the decision of such inspector shall he final and binding on all parties.
Subject as aforesaid, the register of the meter shall be conclusive evi­
dence in the absence of fraud of the value of the supply.

59. Where any consumer who is supplied with energy by the company to
5 Company from any distributing main is provided with a certified providing new** 

meter for the purpose of ascertaining the value of the supply, and the ™^‘0j'o1feie 
Company change the method of charging for energy supplied by Xu-ge altered, 
them from such main, the Company shall pay to such consumer the 
reasonable expenses to which he may be put in providing a new meter 

10 for the purpose of ascertaining the value of the supply according to 
such new method of charging, and such expenses may be recovered by 
the consumer from the Company as a civil debt.

60. In addition to any meter which may be placed upon the pre- Company may 
mises of any consumer to ascertain the value of the supply, the Com- measure

15 pany may from time to time place upon his premises such meter or suPPh or cheek 
other apparatus as they may desire, for the purpose of ascertaining or thereof, 
regulating either the amount of energy supplied to such consumer or 
the number of hours during which such supply is given, or the 
maximum power taken by such consumer, or any other quantity or time 

20 connected with the supply: Provided that such meter or apparatus shall 
be of some construction and pattern, and shall be fixed and connected 
with the service lines in some manner approved by the Board of Con­
trol, and shall be supplied and maintained entirely at the cost of the 
Company, and shall not, except by agreement, be placed otherwise 

25 than between the mains of the Company and the consumer’s ter­
minals.

MAPS.

61. The Company shall forthwith, after commencing to supply Map of area of 
energy under this Act, cause a map to be made of the area of supply, ®“adeyand

30 and shall cause to be marked thereon the line and the height above or deposited, 
depth below, the surface of all their then existing mains, service lines, 
and other works and street boxes, and shall once in every year cause 
such map to be duly corrected so as to show the then existing lines.
The Company shall also, if so required by the Board of Control, cause 

35 to be made sections showing the height or level of all their existing 
mains, and of all underground works other than service lines. The said 
map and sections shall be made on such scale or scales as the Board of 
Control shall prescribe.

Every map and section so made or corrected, or a copy thereof,
40 with the date expressed thereon of the last time when it was so 

corrected, shall be kept by the Company at their principal office within 
the area of supply, and shall at all reasonable times be open to the 
inspection of all applicants, and such applicants may require the Com­
pany to supply copies of the same, or any part thereof, and the Company 

45 shall make such copies accordingly. The Company may demand and 
take from every such applicant as aforesaid such fee not exceeding one 
shilling for each inspection of such map, section, or copy, and such 
further fee not exceeding fire shillings for each copy of the same, or any 
part thereof, made for and supplied to such applicant, as they may from 

50 time to time prescribe.
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The Company shall, if so required by the Board of Control, 
supply to the Board of Control a copy of any such map or section, and 
from time to time cause such copy to be duly corrected so as to agree 
with the original or originals thereof, as kept for the time being at the 
office of the Company.

If the Company fail to comply with any of the requirements 
of this Section with respect to maps and sections, they shall for every 
such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding five Pounds, and to 
a daily penalty not exceeding forty shillings.

NOTICES, ETC.
Notices may be go Notices, orders, and other documents under this Act may

be m writing or m print, or partly m writing and partly m print, and 
where any notice, order, or document requires authentication by the 
Local Authority, the signature thereof by the clerk or surveyor to the 
Local Authority shall be sufficient authentication.

Service of notices, 63* Any notice, order, or document required or authorised to be 
served upon any body or person under this Act may be served by the 
same being addressed to such body or person, and being left at or 
transmitted through the post to the following addresses respec­
tively :—

(a.) In the case of the Board of Control, the Office of the Board.
(h.) In the case of any County Council, the office of such 

Council.
(c.) In the case of any Local Authority, the office of such Local 

Authority.
(d.) In the case of the Company or any other company having 

a registered office, the registered office of the Company 
or such other company.

(e.) In the case of a company having an office or offices but no 
registered office, the principal office of that company.

(/.) In the case of any other person, the usual or last known place 
of abode of such person.

Where any notice is served by post, it shall be deemed to have been 
served at the time when the letter containing the notice would be de­
livered in the ordinary course of post, and in proving such service it 
shall be sufficient to prove that the letter containing the notice was pro­
perly addressed and put into the post.

A notice, order, or document by this Act required or authorised to 
be served on the owner or occupier of any premises shall be deemed to 
be properly addressed if addressed by the description of the “ owner ” 
or “ occupier ” of the premises [naming the premises] without further 
name or description.

A notice, order, or document by this Act required or authorised to 
be served on the owmer of or occupier of premises may be served by de­
livering the same, or a true copy thereof, to some person on the pre­
mises ; or, if there is no person on the premises to whom the same can 
with reasonable diligence be delivered, by fixing the notice on some 
conspicuous part of the premises.

Subject to the provisions of this Act as to cases of emergency, 
where the interval of time between the services of any notice or docu-
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meat under the provisions of this Act, and the execution of any works 
or the performance of any duty or act is less than seven days, the fol­
lowing days shall not be reckoned in the computation of such time, 
that is to say, Sunday, Christmas Day, Good Friday, and bank holi- 

5 days, under and within the meaning of “ The Bank and Bankers’ Act, 
1880,” and any Act amending that Act, and any day appointed for 
public fast, humiliation, or thanksgiving.
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REVOCATION OF ACT.
64. If at any time after the commencement of this Act the Revocation where 

Local Authority make a representation to the Board of Control that the executed.6 
Company have made any default in executing works, or supplying
energy in accordance with the terms of this Act, and that such default 
is in consequence of the insolvency of the Company, and that by 
reason of such insolvency the Company are unable fully and effi­
ciently to discharge the duties and obligations imposed upon them by 
this Act, the Board of Control shall enquire into the truth of such re­
presentation, and if upon such enquiry they are satisfied of the truth 
of such representation, they may, after considering any further repre­
sentations of the Local Authority, revoke this Act, as to the whole, or 
with the consent of the Company as to any part of the area of 
supply.

65. If at any time after the commencement of this Act the Revocation of Act
Company represent to the Board of Control that the undertaking bc
cannot be carried on with profit, and ought to be abandoned, the Board cLSonwith6 
of Control shall enquire into the truth of such representation, and if profit.
Upon such enquiry they are satisfied of the truth of such representa­
tion they may, if in their discretion they think fit, revoke this Act as 
to the whole or (with the consent of the Company and of the Local 
Authority) as to any part of the area of supply.

66. In addition to any other powers which the Board of Control Revocation 
may have in that behalf they may revoke this Act at any time with the consent^1'11 
consent and concurrence of the Company and the Local Authority,
upon such terms as the Board of Control may think just.

67. If the Board of Control at any time revoke this Act as to the Provisions where 
whole or any part of the area of supply under any of the provisions of01 errevcKe • 
this Act, the following provisions shall have effect:—

(a.) The Board of Control shall serve a notice of such revocation 
upon the Company and upon the Local Authority, and 
shall in such notice fix a date at which such revocation shall 
take effect, and from and after such date all the powers and 
liabilities of the Company under this Act for the supply 
of energy within such area or part thereof as aforesaid shall 
absolutely cease and determine.

(b.) The Local Authority and any body or person who may be 
liable to repair any street or part of a street in which any 
works of the Company may have been placed, may forth­
with remove such works with all reasonable care, and the 
Company shall pay to the Local Authority or other such 
body or person as aforesaid such reasonable costs of such50
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removal and of the re-instatement of such street or part of 
a street as may be specified in a notice to be served on the 
Company by such Local Authority or other body or person, 
or (if so required by the Company within one week after 
the service of such notice upon them) as may be settled by 5 
arbitration.

If the Companyfailto pay such reasonable costs as aforesaid 
within one month after the service upon them of such 
notice, or the delivery of the award of the arbitrator, as the 
case may be, the Local Authority or other such body or 10 
person as aforesaid may without any previous notice to the 
Company (but without prejudice to any other remedy 
which they may have for the recovery of the amount), sell 
and dispose of any such works as aforesaid, either by public 
auction or private sale, and for such sum or sums and to 15 
such person or persons as they may think fit; and may out 
of the proceeds of such sale pay and reimburse themselves 
the amount of the costs so specified or settled as aforesaid; 
andof the costs of sale, and the balance (if any) of the pro­
ceeds of the sale shall be paid over by them to the Com- 20 
pany.

(c.) In case the Local Authority or any body or person may be 
entitled to compensation for any damage sustained by them 
by reason or in consequence of the execution of any works 
within such area or part thereof as aforesaid, or of the exercise 25 
of any powers by this Act granted to the Company, or 
for any expenses to which such Local Authority, body, or 
person may have been put in removing any works of the 
Company within such area or part thereof, under the 
provisions of this Act, such compensation shall be a first 39 
charge on any money that may have been deposited or 
secured by the Company under the provisions of this Act 
in respect of such area or part thereof, and which may not 
have been repaid or released to the Company; and such 
money shall be applied rateably in satisfying such claims, 35 
and in every such case the amount of compensation to be 
paid in respect of the various claims, and the persons to 
whom it is to be paid, shall be determined by an arbitrator 
to be appointed by the Board of Control, whose decision shall 
be final and binding on all parties. 49

GENERAL.

Compensation for 68. In the exercise of the powers in relation to the execution 
damage. 0f the works given them under this Act, the Company shall cause as

little detriment and inconvenience, and do as little damage as may be, 45 
and shall make full compensation to all bodies and persons interested 
for all damage sustained by them by reason or in consequence of the 
exercise of such powers, the amount and application of such compensa­
tion in case of difference to be determined by arbitration.
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69. The Company shall not be entitled to prescribe any special Company not 
form of lamp or burner to be used by any company or person, or in speciaiTorm of 
any way to control or interfere with the manner in which electricity lamP or burner, 
supplied by them under this Act is used :

5 Provided always that no Local Authority, company or person, 
shall be at liberty to use any form of lamp or burner, or to use the 
electricity supplied to them for any purposes, or to deal with it in any 
manner so as to unduly or improperly interfere with the supply of 
electricity supplied to any other Local Authority, company, or persons 

10 by the Company, and if any dispute or difference arises between the 
Company and any Local Authority, company, or persons entitled to 
be supplied with electricity under this Act, as to the matters aforesaid, 
such dispute or difference shall be determined by arbitration.

70. Local Authority, company or person neglect to pay any Recovery of 
15 charge for electricity, or any other sum due from them to the Com-chargeSi &c-

pany in respect to the supply of electricity to such Local Authority, 
company, or person, the Company may cut off such supply, and for 
that purpose may cut or disconnect any electric line or other work 
through which electricity may be supplied, and may, until such charge 

20 or other sum, together with any expenses incurred by the Company 
in cutting off such supply of electricity as aforesaid are fully paid, but 
no longer, discontinue such supply of electricity to such Local Authority, 
company, or person.

71 Any officer appointed by the Company may at all reasonable Povyer t0 enteF 
times enter any premises to which electricity is, or has been, supplied for ascertaining 
by the Company, in order to inspect the electric lines, meters, quantities of 
accumulators, fittings, works and apparatus for the supply of electricity consumed, or to 
belonging to the Company, and for the purpose of ascertaining the ^nove fltting3’ 
quantity of electricity consumed or supplied; or where a supply of ’ 
electricity is no longer required; or where the Company are 
authorised to take away and cut off the supply of electricity from any 
premises for the purpose of removing any electric lines, transformers, 
meters, accumulators, fittings, works or apparatus belonging to the 
Company, repairing all damage caused by such entry, inspection or 
removal.

. 72. Where any electric lines, transformers, meters, accumulators, Electric^lines, 
fittings, works, or apparatus belonging to the Company are placed subjecuo distress 
in or upon any premises, not being in the possession of the Company, >n certain cases, 
for the purpose of supplying electricity under this Act, such electric 

... lines, transformers, meters, accumulators, fittings, "works, or apparatus,
U shall not be subject to distress or to the landlord’s remedy for rent of 

the premises where the same may be, nor to be taken in execution 
under any process of a Court of Law or equity or any proceedings in 
bankruptcy against the person in whose possession the same may be.

. f. 73. Any person who maliciously or fraudlently abstracts, causes stealing 
5 to be wasted, or diverted, consumes, or uses any electricity, shall be electrlclty’ 

guilty of simple larceny and punishable accordingly.
74. Any person who unlawfully and maliciously cuts and injures injuring works 

any electric line or work, with intent to cut off any supply of electricity off supply ofUcUt 
shall be guilty of felony, and be liable to be kept in penal servitude for electricity. 

u any term not exceeding five years, or to be imprisoned with or with-



out hard labour for any term not exceeding two years; but nothing in 
this section shall exempt a person from any proceeding for any offence 

• which is punishable under any provision of this Act, or under any other 
Act or at common law, so that no person be punished twice for the same 
offence. 5

Provision for 75. Nothing in this Act shall authorise the Company to make
teiegiaphi^iines, any alteration in any telegraphic line authorised and erected under 

the provisions of any general Act of the General Assembly of New 
Zealand, nor shall this Act exempt the Company or their under­
taking from the provisions of such general Act relating to the supply 10 
of electricity which may he passed in this or any future Session of 
Parliament.

Arbitration. 76. Where any matter, whether of damage, compensation, or
otherwise, is by this Act directed or required to he determined by 
arbitration, such matter shall, except as otherwise expressly provided, 15 
be determined by an arbitrator to be nominated and agreed upon by 
the parties in difference; or, failing such nomination and agreement, 
who shall be appointed arbitrator under and in accordance with the 
provisions of “ The Arbitration Act, 1890.”

Act toibe a sub- 77 This Act shall he deemed to be a submission within the 20mission # # ■’ meaning of “ The Arbitration Act, 1890,” and all the provisions of 
such last-mentioned Act shall apply to any arbitration under this Act, 
and for that purpose be incorporated in this Act.

Remedying of 78- If at any time it is represented to the Board of Control
works'and («) that the Company are supplying energy otherwise than by means of 25 

’ a system which has been approved by them, or have permitted any part
of their circuits to be connected with earth without such approval as is 
required by this Act; or (b) that any electric lines or works of the 
Company arc defective, so as not to be in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act or the regulations and conditions subject to which the 30 
Company are for the time being authorised to supply energy under this 
Act; or (c) that any work of the Company or their supply of energy 
is attended with danger to the public safety, or injuriously affects any 
telegraphic line; the Board of Control may by order in writing make 
such requirements as to them may seem meet in the circumstances, and 35 
direct the Company to take such measures as may be necessary so 
as to comply therewith within such period as may be therein limited 
in that behalf ; and if the Company make default in complying with 
the Order within the time so limited, they shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding ten Pounds for every day during which such default 40 
continues:

Provided that in any case appearing to them to affect the public 
safety or any telegraphic line, the Board of Control may if they think 
fit by the same or any other Order forbid the use of any such electric lines 
or works from such date as may be specified in that behalf until the 45 
order is complied with, or for such time as may be specified; and if the 
Company make use of such electric lines, or works, or any of them 
while the use thereof is so forbidden, they shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding twenty Pounds for every day during which such user 
continues: 50

34 Christchurch Lighting.
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Provided also that if the Company supply energy otherwise 
than by means of a system which has been approved of by the Board 
of Control, and fail to comply with any such Order in respect thereof 
within the period limited in that behalf, the Board of Control may 

5 revoke this Act upon such terms as they may think fit.
79. All regulations and conditions, and all alterations thereof, Publication of 

made by the Board of Control under this Act, affecting the under-regulatl0ns' 
taking, and for the time being in force, shall, within one month after
the same shall have come into force, be printed at the expense of the 

10 Company, and true copies thereof, certified by or on behalf of the 
Company, shall be kept by them at their principal office within the 
area of supply, and supplied to any person demanding the same at a 
price not exceeding one shilling for each copy.

If the Company make default in complying with the provisions 
15 of this Section they shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding two 

pounds, and to a daily penalty not exceeding twenty shillings.
80. Where any security is required under this Act to be given Nature and 

to, or by the Company, such security may be by way of deposit or amount of 
otherwise, and of such amount as may be agreed upon between thesecunty-

20 parties, or in default of an agreement, as may be determined on the 
application of either party by the Resident Magistrate, who may 
also order by which of the parties the costs of the proceedings 
before them shall be paid, and the decision of the said Magistrate shall 
be final and binding on all parties :

25 Provided that where any such security is given by way of deposit 
the party to whom such security is given shall pay interest at the rate 
of six pounds per centum per annum on every sum so deposited for 
such period as the same remains in their hands.

81. All costs and expenses of or incident to any application for any ^J1>s1tfc°jion f 
80 approval, consent, or order of the Board of Control, including the approval or

costs of any tests which may be required to be made by them of‘'connttr°oiBoard 
for the purpose of determining whether such approval, consent, '
or order should be given or made, shall be borne and paid 
to such extent as the Board of Control shall certify by the 

35 applicant or applicants therefor: Provided always that where 
any approval is given by the Board of Control to any plan, pattern, 
or specification, they may require such copies of the same as they may 
think fit to be prepared and deposited at their office at the expense of 
the said applicant or applicants, and may from time to time as they may 

40 think fit revoke any approval so given or permit such approval to be 
continued subject to such modifications as they may think necessary.

82. Where the Board of Control upon the application of the Notice of 
Company give any approval or grant any extension of any time approval 
limited for the performance of any duties by the Company, or when control,' &c.

45 the Board of Control, upon the application of the Local Authority, or the s!v?n by 
Company revoke this Act as to the whole or any part of the area ofa vertlsements- 
supply, notice that such approval has been given, or such extension of 
time has been granted, or such revocation made shall be published by 
public advertisement once at least in each of two successive weeks in 

50 some one and the same local newspaper by the body by whom such 
application was made as aforesaid.
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83. Where any application is made to the Board of Control to 
extend any time limited for the performance of any duties by the 
Company, notice of such application shall be served on the Local 
Authority by the Company, and an opportunity shall be given to the 5 
Local Authority to make representations or objections thereto.

84. All penalties under this Act, or under any regulations made
under this Act by the Board of Control, the recovery of which is not 
otherwise specially provided for, may be recovered in a summary 
manner before the Resident Magistrate of the District. 10

Any such penalty recovered on prosecution by an officer of the 
Local Authority shall be paid to such officer, and shall be applied by the 
Local Authority as they may direct.

Any such penalty recovered on prosecution by any other body or 
person, or any part thereof, may, if the Court shall so direct, be paid to 15 
such body or person.

85. The Company shall be answerable for all accidents, 
damages, and injuries happening through the act or default of the 
Company or of any person in their employment, by reason of or in con­
sequence of any of the Company’s works, and shall save harmless all 20 
authorities, bodies, and persons by whom any street is repairable, and 
all other authorities, companies, and bodies, collectively and individually, 
and their officers and servants from all damages and costs in respect of 
such accidents, damages, and injuries.

86. Nothing in this Act shall affect any rights of any Electric 25
Telegraph Commissioner appointed by “ The Electric Lines Act, 
1884.” _

87. Nothing in this Act shall exonerate the Company from 
any indictment, action, or other proceedings for nuisance in the event
of any nuisance being caused by them. 30

88. Nothing in this Act shall exempt the Company or their
undertaking from the provisions of, or deprive the Company of the 
benefits of, any general Act relating to electricity, or to the supply of 
or price to be charged for energy, which may be passed after the com­
mencement of this Act. 35
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SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.

The City of Christchurch and such parts of the Borough of St. Albans and Sydenham, 
and of the Town Districts of Woolston, Linwood and Sumner, and of the Avon, 
Riccarton, Templeton, Spreydon, Ilalswell and Heathcote Road Board Districts as lie 
within a radius of five miles from the southernmost point of the East Belt of the City 
of Christchurch.
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SECOND SCHEDULE.

List of Streets and parts of Streets throughout tv h ie h the Company is to place distributing 
mains -within a period of three years from the Commencement of this Act:—

The North Belt, The South Belt, The East Belt, Victoria Street, High Street, 
Salisbury Street, Peterborough Street, Kilmore Street, Chester Street, Armagh Street, 
Gloucester Street, Worcester Street, Hereford Street, Cashel Street, Lichfield Street, 
Tuam Street, St. Asaph Street, Lincolm Boad, Selwyn Street, Antigua Street, Montreal 
Street, Durham Street, Colombo Street, Manchester Street, Madras Street, Barbadoes 
Street, Latimer Square, Cranmer Square, Cathedral Square, Park Terrrce, Oxford 
Terrace, and Cambridge Terrace.

THIRD SCHEDULE.

List of Streets not repairable by the Local Authority, Railways and Tramways, which 
may be broken up by the Company in pursuance of the special powers granted by this Order.

The Christchurch City Tramways, The New Zealand Railway.

FOURTH SCHEDULE.

In this Schedule—
The expression “ unit ” shall mean the energy contained in a current of one thousand 

amperes under an electro-motive force of one volt during one hour.

Section 1.
Where the Company charge any consumer by the actual amount of energy supplied 

to him, tney shall be entitled to charge him at the following rates per quarter:—For 
any amount up to twenty units, twenty shillings ; and for each unit over twenty units, 
one shilling.

Section 2.
Where the Company charge any consumer by the electrical quantity contained in 

the supply given to him, they shall be entitled to charge him according to the rates set 
forth in section 1 of this schedule, the amount of energy supplied to him being taken to 
be the product of such electrical quantity and the declared pressure at the consumer’s 
terminals, that is to say, such a constant pressure at those terminals as may be declared 
by the Company under any regulations made under this Act.
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