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AIRPORT AUTHORITIES BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE

THIS Bill is a consolidation of the Local Authorities Empowering (Aviation
Encouragement) Act 1929 and its amendments.

It defines the powers of airport authorities in respect of the establishment,
control, and management of airports and is intended as a complete code
in that respect. At present there are various Acts conferring powers on
separate local authorities in respect of their local airports.

An airport authority is a local authority or person or association of persons
authorised by Order in Council to establish or operate an airport.

One of the purposes of this legislation is to remove the necessity of local
authorities promoting their own legislation in respect of airports.

Clause 2: The definitions in this clause conform to terms used in con-

temporary legislation.

Clause 3 authorises local authorities and other persons and associations of
persons, with the consent of and subject to conditions prescribed by the
Governor-General in Council, to establish and manage airports and busi-
nesses and undertakings ancillary to airports. When the consent is given,
the body to which the consent relates will become an airport authority. No
change is made in the effect of the existing legislation.

Clause 4 confers additional powers on airport authorities. No material
change is made in the existing legislation.

Clause 5: This clause is new although some of the provisions are applicable
to local authorities under the Public Works Act 1928 and local legislation.
It empowers airport authorities to combine or act in conjunction with the
Minister of Civil Aviation, the Minister of Works, or other authorities, for
the purpose of carrying out their powers and functions under the Act. The
clause enables the airport authority to enter in,to all necessary agreements
and arrangements for the purpose of carrying out any authorised airport
undertaking. At present a local authority can exercise similar powers under
the Public Works Act (but only if the work is of national importance) and
under the Civil Aviation Act 1964 (but only in conjunction with the Minister
of Civil Aviation). This clause does not limit the powers to works of national
importance and permits all Ministers concerned and all authorities concerned
to combine and make arrangements in respect of the same project.

Price ls.
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:

Hon. Mr Mc,Alpine

AIRPORT AUTHORITIES

ANALYSIS

Title
1. Short Title

2. Interpretation
3. Airport authorities may establish

and carry on airports
4. Additional powers of airport autho-

rities

5. Airport authority may act in con-
junction with Ministers ot Crown
and other authorities

6. Leasing powers of airport authorities
7. Local authorities may assist airport

authorities

8. Financial provisions
9. Bylaws

10. Repeals and savings
Schedule

A BILL INTITULED

An Act to consolidate and amend the Local Authorities

Empowering (Aviation Encouragement) Act 1929 and its
amendments and to confer powers on certain local authori-

5 ties and other persons in respect of airports

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows.

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the Airport
10 Authorities Act 1966.

2. Interpretation-In this Act, unless the context otherwise
requires,-

"Airport" means any defined area of land or water
intended or designed to be used either wholly or partly

No. 102-1
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Airport Authorities

4. Additional powers of airport authorities-In the exercise
of its powers under section 3 of this Act, any airport authority
may from time to time-

( a) Improve, maintain, operate, or manage an airport,
5 whether or not the airport was established under

this Act:

(b) Improve, maintain, operate, or manage an airport
which has been added to, improved, or recon-
structed by Her Majesty, or by some other authority,

10 body, or person since the establishment of the
airport:

( c) Establish, improve, maintain, operate, or manage an
airport on any land, whether or not the land is
wholly or partly owned by the airport authority:

15 (d) Improve, add to, alter, or reconstruct any airport
or any part of an airport maintained or operated
by the airport authority:

( e) Operate or manage any airport as a commercial
undertaking and for that purpose establish, operate,

20 or manage, or cause to be established, operated, or
managed at airports refreshment rooms, bookstalls,
booking offices, travel agencies, and such other
facilities as may be considered necessary:

(f) Enter into and carry out any agreement or arrange-
25 ment necessary for the exercise of any power or

function conferred on the airport authority by this
Act.

5. Airport authority may act in conjunction with Ministers
of Crown and other authorities- (1) Any airport authority,

30 in the exercise of its powers under this Act, may combine or
act in conjunction with the Minister or the Minister of Works
or with both of those Ministers or with any local authority or
airport authority and for that purpose may from time to time
enter into and carry out such agreements as may seem to it

35 most suited to the circumstances.
( 2) Any agreement under subsection (1) of this section

may provide-
( a) For any party to the agreement to undertake or be

responsible for the carrying out of the undertaking
40 to which the agreement relates, and to enter into

contracts in connection therewith:

3
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Airport Authorities

( 3) Where in the opinion of the Minister of Finance and
the Minister of Works any work or scheme of development
or reconstruction to be executed or carried out at or in con-

nection with any airport in accordance with an agreement
5 entered into under this section is of both national and local

importance, that agreement shall be deemed to be an agree-
ment entered into under section 31 of the Finance Act (No.
3) 1944, and the provisions of that section, as far as they
are applicable and with the necessary modifications, shall

10 apply accordingly.
(4) If default is made by an airport authority for more than

fourteen days in the payment of any amount due by it under
an agreement entered into under this section, the amount
in respect of which default has been made together with

15 interest at such rate as may be prescribed in the agreement
or, if no rate is prescribed, at such rate as the Minister of
Finance approves shall be recoverable as a debt due by the
airport authority to the party to whom the amount is payable
under the agreement.

20 (5) A certificate under the hand of the Controller and
Auditor-General shall, until the contrary is proved, be suffi-
cient evidence of the amount in respect of which default has
been made as aforesaid and of the date on which it was

payable.
25 (6) Any money set aside or paid for any purpose referred

to in paragraph (i) of subsection (2) of this section may be
applied for any such purpose or for such other purposes as
may be approved by the parties to the agreement and any
such money may be invested and the proceeds of the invest-

30 ment applied in such manner as may be agreed upon by those
parties.

6. Leasing powers of airport authorities-(1) Any airport
authority may grant a lease of all or any part of any land,
buildings, or installations vested in the airport authority for

35 any purpose that will not interfere with the safe and efficient
operation of the airport.

(2) Leases under subsection (1) of this section may be
granted by private contract or otherwise to any person for
such consideration and on such terms and conditions as the

40 airport authority may determine:
Provided that no lessee shall erect or make structural alter-

ations to any building or other installation without first
obtaining the approval in writing of the airport authority
and in no case shall that authority give its approval if the

5
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Airport Authorities

( 9) For the purposes of this section the term "lease"
includes any form of tenancy and a licence to occupy or use
any premises or appliance.

7. Local authorities may assist airport authorities-Subject
5 to the provisions of this section, any local authority may,

for the purpose of assisting airport authorities in the exercise
of their powers and functions as such,-

( a) Make grants of money, loans, or grant leases of land
at such rental, for such term, and on such terms

10 and conditions as it thinks fit, to any airport
authority which is a local authority:

(b) With the prior approval of the Minister of Internal
Affairs, make grants of money, loans, or grant leases
of land at such rental, for such term, and on such

15 terms and conditions as it thinks fit, to any airport
authority which is not a local authority.

8. Financial provisions-For the purpose of providing
money to be paid or expended in the exercise of its powers
under this Act, any local authority, in addition to its powers

20 under this Act or otherwise, may from time to time-
( a) By special order borrow money by way of special loan

under the Local Authorities Loans Act 1956:

(b) In addition to its other rating powers, make, levy, and
collect a rate over the whole of its district, or over

25 any specified part or parts thereof which, in its
opinion, are particularly benefited by the works or
undertaking in respect of which the rate is made.

9. Bylaws-(1) Any local authority or airport authority
may, in respect of the airport which it operates, make such

30 bylaws as it thinks fit for all or any of the following purposes:
(a) The good rule and management of the airport:
( b) The more effectual carrying out of the functions and

powers of the airport authority in respect of the
airport:

35 (c) Protecting any property used in connection with the
airport from damage or injury:

( d) Prescribing precautions to be taken for the protection
of persons or property from accident or damage:

7
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Airport Authorities

10. Repeals and savings-( 1) The enactments specified in
the Schedule hereto are hereby repealed.

( 2) All references to an aviation authority or to a recog-
nised aviation authority in any Act, regulation, rule, bylaw,

5 order, other enactment, agreement, deed, instrument, applica-
tion, notice, or other document whatsoever in force at the
commencement of this Act shall, unless the context otherwise
requires, be read as references to an airport authority.

SCHEDULE

ENACTMENTS REPEALED

Section, 10

1929, No. 9-The Local Authorities Empowering (Aviation Encourage-
ment) Act 1929. (1957 Reprint, Vol. 8, p. 435.)

1936, No. 58-The Statutes Amendment Act 1936: Sections 45 and 46.
( 1957 Reprint, Vol. 8, p. 441.)

1960, No. 35-The Local Authorities Empowering (Aviation Encourage-
ment) Amendment Act 1960.

1965, No. 93-The Local Authorities Empowering (Aviation Encourage-
ment) Amendment Act 1965.
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