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New Zealand.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
1908, No. 206.

Ax Acr to consolidate certain  Epactments of the General
Assembly relating to Weights and Measures,

BE TT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand

in Parlimment assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows 10—

1. (1.) The Short Title of this Act is “The Weights and
Measures Act, 1008.”

{2.) '1311« Act is 1 consolidation of the enactments mentioned in
the First Schedule hereto, and with respect to thase enactments the
following provisions shall apply 1

(a} All Proclamations, Orders in Council, orders, standard

weishts and measures and authorised copies thersof,
appointments, regulations, registers, registrations, records,
instroments, and generally all acts ot &at}mu’h} which
originated under any of the suid enactments, and are
xnbeswtuw or in force on the coming into operation of
this Act, “shall enure for the purposes “of this AGL as fully
and eﬁeetuaﬁv as if they had originated under the
corresponding  provisions of this Ach, and accordingly
shall, where nec sessary, be deemed to have so onginated.

(&) All mutters and proceedings commenced under any such

enactment, and pending or in progress on the coming
into pperation of this Act, may be continued, I}{}mplet&d
and enforced under this Act.

2. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context,—

 Imperial Act™ means an Act of the ifl]?&i‘l‘il Parliament
wntituled © The Weights and Measures Act, 1878 7

“Inspector” means an inspe{*mr of Weights "and Meauums
appointed under this Act;
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“ Minister” means the Minister of Internal Affairs:
“Weighing-machine " includes scales, scale-beams, balances,
steelyards, and every kind of weighing-machine.

 Standard Weights and Measures.

3. The imperial standard yard and the imperial standard pound tmperial standards.
respectively described in the Imperial Act shall be the source from 1903, No. 5 sec. 8
which all weights and measures shall be derived.

4. (1.) The several weights and measures derived from the said weightssnd
imperial standard yard and the imperial standard pound respectively, jieasares dorised
and deseribed in the Second Schedule hereto, shall be the weights i, see.sa
and measures to be used in New Zealand.

(2.) Every person who in any transaction with any other person
cuses any denomination of weight or measure other than one of
the weights and measures described in the said Schedule, or some
multiple or part thereof, or the metric equivalent thereof, as de-
seribed in the Third Schedule hereto, is liable for each offence to
% fine not exceeding ten pounds; and every contract, bargain, or
sale for any work, goods, or other thing done, sold, carried, or agreed
for by weight or measure made contrary hereto is void.

5. (1.) The weights and measures of the denominations mentioned New Zesland
in the Fourth Schedule hereto, now in the custody and under the stendards.
control of the Minister, and which have been duly verified ag ' ®®
agreeing with the weights and measures of similar denominstions
deposited with the Imperial Board of Trade, and stamped with the
Imperial crows, together with the word ¢ Btandard,” and a figure to
indicate the denomination of each such weight or measure, are the
standard weights and measures of New Zealand.

(2. If any such standard weight or measure is lost, destroyed,
or injured so as fo be unfit to be used as a standard, the Minister
ghall provide another weight or measure of the like denomination,
and verified by comparison with the proper weight or measure
deposited with the Imperial Board of Trade; and such weight or
measure, when stamped as aforesaid and deposited with the Minister
shall become a standard weight or measure.

6. The Minister shall procure verified copies of the decimal pecimel standavis
standards deposited with the Imperial Board of Trade, and such to ve procored.
verified copies shall be deemed to be standards in like manner as if ™48
~they were described in the Fourth Schedule hereto.

7. (1) The Minister shall, as often as required, cause COpies juhorised copios.
~of the said standard weights and measures to be made, and such Isid, ses. 7
copies shall, when verified and stamped as hereinafter mentioned,

be deemed, for the purposes of this Act, to be * authorised copies ™

of the standard weights and measures, and shall be accepted as true

for all purposes.

(£.) Every such authorised copy shall be compared with the
proper standard weight or measure, and adjusted if necessary, and
shall be stamped with the letters and figures commonly used to
signify His Majesty's name or mark, together with the letters “8. W.”
or “8.M.” (signifying “ standard weight ”* or “ standard measure '),
as the case may be, and a figure indicating the denomination of the
- weight or measure, * : - .
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8. Every person who Ialsifies or otherwise wilfully or negligently
injures any of the said standard weights and measures, or any
authorised copies thereof, or any stamp or brand or other property
issned under this Aect, or without being dnly autborised in that
behalf removes any of the same from the building wherein they

are deposited under this Act, is Hable to a fine not exceeding fifty
~pounds in addition to the cost of repairing such weight, measure,

stamp, or brand, as assessed by the adjudicating Justices.
9. All weights made after the twenty-ninth day of August, one

- thousand nine hundred and three (being the date of the passing of

“The Weights and Measures Act, 1903"), shall have the exact
weight thereof marked on the top or side thereof in legible figures

‘and letters, and all measures of capacity and extension respectively

made after that date shall have their contents marked on the outside
of such measures in legible figures and letters.

Inspection of Weights and Measures.
10. (1.) The Governor may from time to time appoint fit persons

~to be Inspectors of Weights and Measures, who may hold office as

such Inspectors in conjunection with any other office or employment
which the Governor deems not incompatible with the duties of an

Inspector under this Act.

(2.) No maker or seller of weights or measures, and no person
employed in the making or selling thereof, or in the conveyance, pur-
chase, or sale of goods by weight or measure, shall be appointed an
Inspector.

(3.} Every Inspector who makes or sells any weight, measure, or
waighing-machine, or derives any profif, commission, or other remune-
ration from the making or selling thereof respectively, is liable to

“a fine not exceeding fifty pounds, and shall thenceforward be in-

capable of holding any office under this Act. ,
11. (1.) The Minister shall issue to every Inspector one or
more sets of authorised copies of the standard weights and measures,
and such stamps, brands, beams, scales, and books as are necessary
for the purposes of this Act.
(2.} Such authorised copies shall be deposited with and safely
kept by such Inspector, at such place and i such building as the

Governor divects.

{8.) The Minister shall cause to be kept in his office a register
of all authorised copies so issued, and prool that any weight or
measure in the custody of an Inspector bears the stamp herein-
before prescribed shall be sufficient evidence that such weight or

‘measnre i8 an authorised copy of the standard weight or measare

of a hike denomination, and has been duly issued under this Act.
12. (1.) Every such authorised copy shall in every filth year

after the first issue thereof, and at any time whenr the same is

suspected to be defective or requires to be repaired, and at such other

“times as the Minister directs, be trapsmitted by the Inspector to
“the office of the Minister at Wellington for the purpose of being
again compared with the standard weights and measures,

(2.) Every authorised copy so transmitted shall, if found or when
made to agree with the sfandard weight or measure, be relssued, unless
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the Minister deems it unfit to be used for the purposes of this Act,

i which case it shall be forthwith destroyed. '

(3.3 1 any such authorised copy is not so transmitted it shall,
on notice being given in that behalf by the Minister in the Gaeelte,
cease to be an authorised copy, and the date and cause of its so
ceasing shall be entered in the register aforesaid.

13. (1.) The Inspector shall, on payment of the fee prescribed
in the Fifth Schedule hereto,— g

{a} Permit any person who desires to adjust any weight,
measure, or weighing-machine to have access, at such
times as the \hmbisel from time to time dn‘eet&. to the
authorised copies deposited with the Inspector; and

{5y Compure with the proper authorised copy any weight,
measare, or weighing-machine brought to him for that
purpose, and, if found to be correct, stamp the same.

(2.) An Inspector shall not be required under this section to
compare or stamp any single weight or measure exceeding the
greatest standard weight or measure deposited with him, or to
btdﬂ}p any wicker measnre, or any glass or earthenware jug or
drinking-vessel, though represented as containing the amount of any
standard measure.

14. {(1.) Where any public weighbridge or other weighing-
wachine is not easily movable, the Iﬁspectﬁr shaﬂ on receiving notice
of the place where the same is, attend at such plaee, and, on payent
of the prescribed fee, compare it with the proper standard weights.

(2.) Every public weighbridge shall be compared once at least
in every year.

15. Every Inspector who fails 1o compare any weight, measure,
or weighing-machine as required by this Act is liable to a fine not
exceednw ten pounds.

16, Every Inspector shall keep a book in the prescribed form
wherein he shall enter minutes of all comparisons made by him under
this Aet, together with such other matters and particulars as ave
required E:q regulations under this Act, and shall, if required, give to
any person requiring the same a certified copy of any such minute.

17. Every Inspector is liable to a fine not exceeding twenty
pounds who—

{a.) Stamps any weight, measure, or weighing-machine without
duly verifying the same with an authorised copy of the
proper standard weight or measure; or

(b.) Removes without the authority of the Minister any
authorised copy as aforesaid from the building in which
the same is directed by the Governor to be deposited ; or

{¢.) Demands or receives for comparing or stamping any wawht
measure, or weighing-machine any greater fee than is
fixed in that behalf; or

{d.) Commits any breach of the duties imposed on him by this
Act for which no penalty is elsewhere in this Act
provided, or otherwise misconducts iumself in the
execution of his office.

18. (1.) Except as provided by subsection two of section i;hn'teen

hereof, no weight or measure or weighing-machine shall be used
Vi,
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uniess it has been compared with an authorised copy of the pmper
standard and stamped accordingly.

(2.} Edery weight, measure, or weighing-machine duly aﬁ&mpe&
shall, unless found %o be defective or umufst be deemed to be a legal
wmght measure, or weighing-machine, and shall not be liable to be
restamped.

19. Any person buying by any vessel represented as containing
the quantttv of any standard measure, or of any multiple thereof,
may require the contents of such vessel to be ascertained by eom-
parison with a stamped measure to be provided by the seller; and
if such seller refuses to make such comparison, or if upon such
comparison such vessel is found to be deficient in capacily, the
seller shall upon conviction be subject to the penalties imposed by
this Act on persons using light or unjust weights or measures.

20. Any Inspe(‘tm' may at &H reasonsble times enter any
place, whether a building or in the open air, wherein goods are
exposed or kept for sale, or are measured or weighed for conveyance
or carriage, and may there examine all weights, measures, and weigh-
ing-machines found in such place and compare the same with the
authorised copies deposited under this Aet or duplicates thereof ; and
if npon such comparison it appears that any such weight or measure
is light, or otherwise unjust, or that any such we whmmmrwhme 18
incorrect or imperfect, the same respec:ﬁwe}} shall be forthwith seized
and forfeited.

21. (1.) Every person is liable to a fine not mueedmg ten
pounds who-—

(.} Uses or has in his possession any weight or measure not
authorised by this Act, or any weight, measure, or
welghing-machine (not being in the possession of a seller
of .weights and measures for “the purpose of sale only) that
has not been stamped as required by this Aet, or ‘that is
false or unjust, or imperfect; or

(b.) Wilfully commits or is party to any fraud in the unse of any
weight, measure, or weighing-machine.

(2. Every wewhﬁ measure, or wm»:dx:az1g»1nwh:ne in r@cs,pes:ﬁt of
which any person is Tiable under this section shall, on being found by
any Inspector, be seized, and, on conviction of the person so lable,
shall be forfeited.

22. Every person who wilfully obstructs or hinders any In-
spector in the execubion of his office, or who refuses to produce and
deliver any weight, measure, por weighing-machine when required by
an Inspector, is lisble to a fine not exceeding ten pounds.

23. (1) Every person who makes, forges, or counterfeits, or
causes to be made, forged, or counterfeited, or knowingly aets or
assists in making, foxgm or counterfeiting, any stamp, brand, or
mark used for the st&mpma‘ or marking of any weight, measure,
or weighing-machine under this Act is linble to a fine not exceeding
one hundred pounds.

{2.) Every person who knowingly sells or exposes for sale any
weight, measure, or weighing-machine with such forged or counter-
feit stamp, brand, or mark thereon is liable to a fine not exceeding
twenty pounds.
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24. (1) Gold, silver, platinum, and all precious stones may be
sold bsr troy weight.

(2.} Drugs when sold refail may be sold by apothecaries’ weight.

:f» y Al ch&r goods sold by weight shall be sold by avoirdupois
wei hﬁ

g(é 3 Al rh*v goods that from their mz,i;m'e and quality cannot con-
veniently be sold by weight may be sold by some standard measure
of capacity.

(6.} Every such measure of capacity shall be made round, and
when used shall not be heaped, bub shall either be stricken with a
round stick or roller, straight, and of the same diameter from end fo
end, or, if the goods soid cannot from their size or “%h&p@ conveniently
be xim»ken, shall be filled in all parts as nearly to the level of the
brim as the size and shape of the goods will admit.

{6.) Charcoal, coke, and coal “of any description shall be sold by
weight, and not h\? Ineasure.

{7 ) Every person who sells any goods contrary to this section
is liable fo a fine not exceeding ﬁen pounds, a,mi every contract,
bargain, or sale made contrary hereto is void :

Provided that nothing herein shall prevent the sale of flour or
oatmeal by the ton of two thousand pounds avoirdupois, or the sale
of any goods in any ‘vessel that is not represented as containing any
amount of standard weight or measure, .

Introduction of the Decimal Sgsfsm.

25, It shall be lawful for the Governor at any time by Procla-
mation to deelare that from and after a date named in the Proclama-
tion the metric system, as described in the Third Schedule hereto,
shall be the only system of weights and measures recognised for use
in New Zealand, and ﬁhereafter it shall not be lawful to use any
weights and measures other than those deseribed in the said Third
%ehedula.

Miscellaneous.

286, Nothmv herein shall apply to the measurement or sale of
gas, which shall continue to be measured and sold as heretofore. _

27. (1) The Governor may from time to time by Proclamation
declare that the measurement of electricity, temperature, pressure,
or gravity shall be according to standards and denominations
deseribed in such Proclamation.

{2.) As soon as practicable after any sueh Proclamation the
Minister shall procure verified copies of any such standard and of
sach denominations thereof as appear to him to be required, and
such verified copies shall be deemed to be standard measures in like
manner ag if they were deseribed in the Fourth Behedule hereto.

(8.) Until such Proclamation is made, and such verified copies
are procured as aforesaid, nothing in this Aect {except this section)
shall apply to the measurement of electricity, temperature, pressure,
or gravity.

28. All proceedings in respect of offences under this Act shall
be taken in a summary way on the information or complaint of any
Inspector, and shall be heard and determined before any two or more
Justices.

Voond§¥,
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29. All weights, measures, and weighing - machines forfeited
under this Act shall be broken up and the mmmmlg thereof sold, and
the proceeds of sale shall be applied m Like muanner as fines nunder
this Act.

30. All expenses of carrying out the provisions of this Act shall
be paid out of moneys from time to time approprinted for that
parpose by Parliament, and all fees and fines received under this
Act shall be paid into the Public Account and form part of the
Consolidated Fund.

31. The Governor may from time to time, by Order in Couneil
gazetted, make wwu}atmnq-—-

{a.) Pzesenhmtr the material of which weights and measures may
lawfuily be made, and the candltmns under which any
other material may be used in the manufacture of weights
and measures ;

(b) Providing for the custody and removal of authorised copies
of weights and measures ;

(¢.) Preseribing the procedure to be observed in the inspection
of weights, measures, and weighing-machines, and in
verifying and stamping the same ; and

(d.) Generally for any purpose contemplated or required by this
Act, and may prescribe any fine not o\eaedmn five
pounds for the breach of any regulation.

SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE,
BERaACTHENTY CONSOLIDATED.

1903, No. » 8.—“The Weights and Measures Act, 1803."
1904, No, 29— The Weights and Measures Amendment Aok, 1504

SECOND SCHEDULE.
Tasre or Waicurs savp Mussunes,

Measures of Length.
Inch, or Jhth part of & vard
Link, or 0-29 of o vard,
Foot, or Jrd part of a yard.
Yann,
Chain, or 29 yards.
Mile, or 1,760 vards:

Measures of Surfave.
Squars Tneh, ov oofenth part of & square verd.
Hguare Foot, or % \ part of & square yard.
Squarr YARI)
Perch, or 303 square yards.
Rood, or 1,210 square yards.
Acrs, or 4, 840 square yards:
Bquare Mile, or 640 acres.

Cubic Measures.
Cubie Inch; or palaeth part of & cobie yard,

Cubic Foot, or Fyth part of a cubie yard,
Cupic Yarp.
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Meas ures of Uapacity.

Giil,or ohud parsof & gallon.
Pint, ot é&h part of & galion.’
Qhart or Lt part of acgallow,
Gannow.
Notgd gallon consains ten imperial standssd pounds weight of distilled
water weighed by air a8t & temparature of 63% eu Fabrenheit's thermometer, with

tha bammewr af 80 inches

Wrianrs.

Auotrdupnts,
Giradn, or 73 festh part of a pound avoirdupois.
Diraan, ovgheth purtof & p{)uud
Oumce oy Q}; shpart ol pound.
PounD.
Hundredweight, or 113 pounds.
T, or 8,340 pounds.

Apoithecuriesh.
Grain, or whythopart of au ounce
Serupls, ov JAad part of an cunes,
Divam, or §ta1 parvol an ounce.
Qunee, or 08857 of an imperial standand pound.

Troy.

Grain, of sdenth paré of & pound troy.
Penugwei ght«, or giyth pﬁrt of & pound troy.

Qunee, or 3331*‘1 partof & pound rey.
Pound, or 0-82386 of an imperial standard pound.

THIRD SBUHEDULE,
Pasr 1
Novg~In this metvie systew e meter (the uolt of lengsh) is the standard
fronn whisk all welghts snd measures ave derived.
The liter {the unit of capacity) is a cube the length of each of whose sdges is

the tenth part of & meter.
The gram Sheunit of weighty is oue thoussudih pars of o kilograi, a kilogrdn

helog f}‘liﬁ to the weight of a liter of distilled waser weighed in vaeuo at a tempers-
ture of 4° on the Centi ;,,;ade: thermometar, or 39 op Fahrenheit's thermomater,
Tapre oF Woiants axp Mpasuses oX vEE Merae Sysrau.
Measures of Tength,
Millimster, or ydysth part of & meter.
Coutimuter; or oieth pary of & iweter.
Dracimater, or ith pavt of & meter.
Marer,
Kilomeater, or 1,000 meters,
Measwres of Swrfoce.
Bquare Decimeter, or ¢dyth part of & square meter.
Souasn Merer,
Ar; or 100 square meters,
Hectar, or 10,000 square metets.
Cubie Magsures,
Clubie Contimeters of syobunsth pars of & cuble mater
Cabie Dechmeter, 6F ¢yt patt of & ¢abic meter,
Curte Meren,
Menstorey of Capacity.
Centiliter, or ﬁrm partof & Hier,
Deciliter, or-Jth pard of a Lier,
Lirng,
Prelenditar, o 10 liters.
Heectoliter, or 100 liters.
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Weghts.

Uentigram, ot ydyth patt of & gram.
Decigram, or Jyth part of & gram.

Gram:

Heetogram, or 100 grams,
Kilogram, or 1,000 grams.
Quintal, or 100,000 grawms.
Tan, or 1,000,000 grams.

1504, Ne. 99,
Boebedule:

Pawr I,
Tanne coMranive ran Varums op te Devosvarions oF Tai Mprric Bysres

WPH THORE DESCRIBED (8 Tan Suconn SCHEDULE,
Measurar of Lengih.

1 Millimeter
1 Cantimater
1 Decimater
1 Meter

1 Kilomater

1 Inch
1 Link
1 Foot
1 Yard
1 Chain
1 Mils

1 Bquare Meter

1 Ar

1 Hectar

1 Sguare Ineh
1 Bquare Fool
1 Square Yard
1 Perch .

1 Rood

1 Aore
1 SBguare Mil

1 Cubic Centimeter
1 Cubie Decimeter

1 Cuble Meter

1 Clubie Toeh
b Chibie Foot
1 Cubie Yard

1 Centiliter ...
1 Deciliter .
I Liver ;
1 Dekaliter....
1 Hectoliter
1 Gill

1 Pint

1 Quazrh

1 Gallon

1 Contigram
1 Decigram
1 Gramn

_ I Hectogram

{03937 inch,
(-3837 inch.
3937 inches.
39-870118 dnches, or 10936148 yards,
(04187 mile,
95400 millimeters;
201168 decimeters, or 0201188 meter:
30480 meter:
914399 meter.
20- 1168 meters:
160493 kilometers.

Measgures of Surface..
1 Sguave Decuneter ... =

18:5 square inches.
10°7689 square feef, or 11960 sguare
yards:
119:60 sqoare yards,
24711 ngres,
GOB4516 syuare degimeter,
G200% square decineters.
(836126 square meter,
25993 squars meters.
10117 ars:
(140468 hectar.
259:00 hectars.

Cubic Measurements:

4061024 cubie inch.
81094 pubie inches.
353148  euble feet, or 1307954 ocubis
yards '
16-387 cubie centinaters.
002881 T cubloamester,
0764858 cuble maber:

.. Measures of Capasity.

Weights,

3-0176 pint.
0-176 pint,
115980 pints.
292 gallons,
220 gallons.
1+48 decilitors,
(568 liter,
1-138 livers.
4-5459831 liters.

(:154 grain aveirdupois.

1-548 grains avoirdupois,
15482 gruins avoirdupols.
3527 ounces svolrdapois.
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1 Kilograwy ., .

i Quintad

Weights and Measures.

Wetghtsewcontinuad.
2:3046823

pounds

svoirdupoly,  of

15,439-3564 grains.

1968 hua&r@amgwhwe

453-509243 graws, or o 453:59‘3‘&3 kilogranm,

B0 80 kilograms, or (05080 qumml,
1, 01800 kitograms, or U160 ametrie tons,

1 Matrie Ton . 09842 | imiperial son.
1 Dram (a,vmr&upmsr = 1778 grame:
L Cunes o = 25850 grams;
1 Pound " =
L Hundred:

waight w -
1 Imp‘rm Ton 5 e
1 Grain (spothecaries’) == (0848 gram.
1 Beruple " = 1296 grams,
1 Drag “ w 08N grams,
1 Qunee " s 311038 grams.,
1 Gouin {be0y) o (O848 grann.

1 Peunyweight
1 Ounes

I

Sravodnn Wroets asy Maasuss

Bight gallons, or bishel
Four gatlons

Two gallons, or peck
One gailon

Fiftyoaix pounds
Twenty-eight paumi& .
Fourtesn pouns

Seven pounds

Four pounds

Three hundred oundes, oY
twangy-five pounds

Two hundred ounces

One hundred suness

Fifry ounces ;

Thirty cunces

Twenty cunces

Twelveounces, oroneponnd

FOURTH SCHEDULE.

Measure of Langth,
Qne yard:
Measurss of Capacily.
Two quarsy
Cngquarh
Oue pink

Avrdupols Welghts
Twea pmmﬁs
Qe pound
Fight vundes
Four ounces

Tweo onnees

Troy Weighis
Hight ounoes
Four punces
Two ounees
Onogunce
One hall-vanes
Cloe quarter-ounes
Fouy penuyweights
+ Three pennyweights

=5

FIFTH SCHREDULE.
Frus,

15534 grams.
311033 grams.

&y opan Ousropy or wrs Mpwosres.

One otnee
Eight drams
Four drams
Two drams
Oae dram.

| Two pannyweights

COns psnywelght

- Omg halt-penny weight

Six gy S0

an grains
Three Zrains :

Wy g mms

 One grain.

For examining sod comparing weights, inciuding stamping when neessgary -

Bueh hatf-hundredweighs ..
Wach guarier-hundred weight

Rsoh stone

Each welght under ang stose

TEod Brass,

a4y

g g9

1

os e e g 4
g 8

For gxam%ning and comparing wooden messuves,

[OCEENATY
Eaeh bushel
Fach hall-bushal

Each peck, or measure less than one p!:‘(’k -

Sanky yard

axe st san P

1t of Tron
o 0 &
o 0 4
ee o8
- g 1

including stawping when

oo
B 12 e iz, B
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712 1908.] Consolidated Statutes.

Frns-—conbinued.:
For exmminipg and comparing metel wieasures, igeluding stauping when

Bach two gadlons «. e
Each gallow, and esch messure less than one gallon . ;
For examining and cowparing balances, beams, steelyards, and other weighing-

NELRSIATY s d,
Each five gallons ... 10

Hach four gallons ... - ¢ a

Bach three gallons ¢ 6
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wachines, ineluding stamping when nepessary i Kok
Bach half-bundredweight .. g 6
Bach addisional haif-hundredweight ... G G 08



