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AN Act to consolidatecertain Enactmentsof the General Assembly
relating~to the Registration of Medical Practitioners arid the
Practiceof Anatomy.

BE iT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in
Parliamentassembled,and by theauthority of the saute,as follows

ssort tine. 1. (L) The ShortTitle of this Act is “ The Medical Act. 1QO8.~’
Enactments (2.) TIns Act is a consohdationof theimactruentsmentionedin the
conselithted First 5ch~juIehereto,andwith respectto thoseenactmentsthefolIow.~

mg provisionsshall apply
Savi~~. (a.) All appointments,licenses,regulations,rules,Ordersin Council,

ordets, registers, registrattons, records, instruments, and
generallyall actsof �utthoi~itywhich originatedunderanyof
the saidenactments,and are subsistingor in force on the
coining intooperationof this Act, shall entire for the pur-
poses of this Act as fully and effectually as if they had
originated under the correspondingprovisions of this Act,
and accordinglyshall, where necessary,be deemedto have
sooriginated.

(b.) All matters anti proceedingscommencedunder any such
enactment,and pendingor in progresson the conurig into
operation of this Act, may be continued,completed,and
enforced under this Act,

~ This Act is divided into Parts,asf:ollows
Pant 1.—Registration of Medical Practitioners. (Sections 3

to 23+)
Pant IL—The Practiceof Anatomy. (Sedtions24 to 41.)

~nv~rpnth~t4on. 2. In this Act, if not inconsistentwith the context,—
‘�~6e.No. ~I. sec. “ Medical practitioner “ means a personregistered. under this

Act; and includes the words “ legally qualified medical prac~
titioner, or duly qualified medical practitioner, or any’
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words nnporti g a person recognised by law as a medical
practitioner or member of the medical profession when used
in any Act in force in New Zealand

Registration “ and “‘ registered “ respectively mean registration
ii rider this Act and registered under this Act

“Registrar-General” means the Registrar-General of Births and
Deaths :

Registrar “ means the Registrar of Births and Deaths whose
Office is nearest to the place of remdence of the person
applying to he registered or otherwise concerned.

PART I.
RuaxsrnxrxoN OF MEDIcAL PRAormoNERs,

3. (1.) The Registrar-General shall keep in his office a register in neg~ten.

which shall be inserted the1 ~names,qualiiic~ations, and residences of all i569~No~51. see.5

persons who are ~registered under this Act, and the date of such registra-
tioi:i and each Registrar in the Towns of Auckland, New Plymouth,
Napier, Nelson, ilokitika, Picton, Cihristchurch~ Dunedin, and Inver-
cargill shall keep a si ruilar register for the registration of persons who
may find it more convenientto apply to sucl:i Registrars.

(2.) Each such Registrar shall, immediatel on the registration~of
any person in his register, forward a copy of the entry thereof to the
Registrar—General, and shall also from time to time acquamt the Registrar-
General with any era sure In or alteration of his register.

4. Or application made to him at any time for that purpose by any certiu~teof

medical practitioner the Registrar-General or Registrar, as the case may regi~tretiflu.

be, shall issue to such applicant a certiticate of registration. Ibid. SOC 6

5. All such registers as aforesaid shall be open to inspection by the nwiwtr~ open

public.
6. The Re”istra.r-Geuerai or Registrar may examine any person -b . ite~istrarto Set?

applying to be registered as hereinafter provided, and any opponent, j~~Jkuin~
and any witness who may be produced by either party ; and may Ibid. see~5
require any staten:icnt to be made on oath, and for that purpose may
administer oaths ; and, if satisfied that such applicant is qualified to be
registered under this Act, shall enter his name and other particulars
in the register as herein provided

Provided that the Registrar may, if lie thinks fit, in any case abstain
front entering the name of any applicant, and the part~cularsof his
qualilscations, until after he has transmitted (which lie is hereby required
to do without delay) a copy of the same, and the evidence (i any) taken by
him thereon~to the Registrar-General and received his direction thereon.

7. The Registrar-General and Registrar respectively shall fron.i ii me a~ismermo he

to time erase the names of all registered persons who have died, and shall
from time to time make the necessary alterations in the addresses or thu, sec.
qualifications of the persons registered wider this Act.

8. Every erson registered who a fter such registration has obtained Qn&imk~~Uon

any lugher degree or any qualification other than the qualification hi may be

respect of which he is registered may have such higher degree or additional IbiS, ~. ~

qualification inserted in the register hi substitution for or in addition to
the qualificañon previously registered.
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negister 1-0 s~ 9. (14 A true copy of the register, certified by the Registrar-
published. General to be a true copy, shall in the month of December in each
0.89, No- 51, see. 11 ~rearbe sent to the Minister of Internal Affairs, and shall by him be

published in the Gazelle.
(2.) Any copy of the register so published shall be evidence in all

Courts of law, and before all Magistrates and Justices and others, that
the persons therein specified are registered according to the provisions
ni this Act;

Provided that in the case of any person whose name does not appear
in such copy a certified copy under the hand of the Registrar-General or
Registrar of the entry of the name of such person on the register shall
be evidence that such person is registered.

(3,) The absence of a person’s name from the registcr shall, until
the contrary is shown, be sufficient evidence that such person is tat
registered.

Qualification for 10. (1.) Every person who possesses any of the qualifications
registration, mentioned in the Second Schedule hereto is entitled to be registered
1905, No. 31. ~ as a medical practitioner under this Act.

(2.) Where a medical graduate of a foreign university whose diploma
is not recognised by the Governor in Council presents himself for the final
examination of the New Zealand University, and satisfies the examiners
of his proficiency and qualifications, he shall be entitled to registratiom

applicant io gus 11. Any person desiring to be registered shall give notice of his
nuti~eof intention to apply for that purpose to the Registrar-General or Regis-
apphcetion. ~. ~ trar, and shall state in such notice his residence, qualification, and date

of his intended application, and that his diploma or other evidence of
qualification is deposited for public inspection in the office of the Registrar-
General or Registrar, as the case may be, and shall affix to such notice his
name in full,

Publication of 12. The diploma or other evidence of qualification shall be pro-
notice, duced to the Registrar, and a copy thereof certified by a Justice shall be
ibid. se.- 14 deposited as stated in the notice, and such notice shall be published in

a newspaper circulating near the place of the applicant’s residence at
least one month before the date of his application, and in the Gazette.

Appea~ 13. If any such applicant as aforesaid, or any person objecting a~~nd
ibid. sec. is appearing before the Registrar-General or Registrar, is dissatisfied with

the decisiun of the Registrar-General or Registrar, he may by motion in
the Supreme Court apply to such Court for an order to the Registrar-
General or Registrar, and the Court may order that the person applying
shall he registered, or tha-t be shall be registered conditionally or upon
terms, or may decline to make such or any order, and with or without
costs; and the Court may in such case, and in any other motion for the
rectification of the Registrar, make such order with or without costs as
it thinks fit.

Fees to he takea~ 14. The Registrar-General or Registrar shall take and receive the
thiS, see- 1~ undermentionetl fees

On doposit of diploma or other evldence of quahfi- £ ~. d.
cation .. . . ., ,. 1 0 0

Certificate of registration .. ,. .. 0 5 0
Alteration of qualification in register .. . . 0 10 0
Any other alteration of register . . . + 0 5 0
Inspection of register .. .. . . 0 2 0
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13. All fees received under this Part of this Act shall be paid mt-u And paid into

the Public Account- and furm part of the Consolidated Fund. Public Account.

16 K~u ‘, i eg0.tered p~uson ~hill b~ ntitled to sni in any ( ant of ~Mt~9t’.o oi t 7
- . ..-.. . I + K-e,nstet-ed person

law in New Zealand to the extent of the junsr+hction of sich Court -for the may sue for fee-s.

recovery d his fees or other re innneration for his professional services, tl,i.1, sec.

whether medical or surgical.
17. No person- shall be entitled to recover any charge in any Court Unregistered

of law in New Zealand for any niedica-l or surgical advice or attendance, pe
9

ca not to be
-? . ‘ ;- , , - entitle-ti to i-et’tlV(+r

or for the performance of any operation. or for a-ny medicine which lie ftSO, 5-c.
has both prescribed and supplied unless lie proves on the trial that lie thiS, sec. 19
is registered. +

18. No person unless registered .shall luid any)ippointment as a Nc, unregistered

pliysicittn. sur~’eon,or other medical officer in any hospital, infirmary, person to hold any- a , , - , . . , - - . ‘ - pubhc ~nediciti
dispensasy, or lying-in hospital, or in any lunatic asylum, prison, peniten- appointment.

tiary, house, of correction, or other institution supported wholly or in IbiS, se-c. 20
part by public funds for a fiurding utedica I relief iu sickness, infirmity,
or old age, or as a medical officer of health ; and no eertihcat-e required
by any Act now or hereafter in force to be signed by- any physician,
surgeon, licenf-iate in med~c1neor surgery, or other medical practitioner
shall be, valid unless the person signing the same is registered ; +

Provided that nothing in ~this tot shall render invalid! any such
ccrtfieattt from a duly appointed medicaf officer of a-ny of 1--lis Mi-i-jesty’s
laud or sea forces in full pa-y, although such officer may not he regis-
tered uuoer this Act.

119. If any person ha-s procured himself to he registered. by making Nauies of registered

or uroduci rig, or causm” to be made or produced_ any false or fraudlu lent persons guilty of
- . , + . , , + certans ullenees rna~’

representation or ded&laratlon, either verbally or by writmg, or if any he erased from

person not entitfed to be registe+red has been registered, or if any regis- register.

t-ered person is or has been convicted ott indictment of any crinie Ibzd, sec. 21

in Great Britain or Ireland, or in any of the British dominions, the
Registrar-k feneral and Registrar respectively shall era-se the na-me of
sueft person from the register, and such era-sure shall be notilied by the
Reg~st-rar—(leneral in the Gazette.

+ 20. Notwithstanding anytlung in the last preceding sectioi, the when name of

name- of any person who has obtained retust-ration thruugh fraud or ~‘crsonmay he- -, a , removed from

misrepresentation, or whose qualification has lice ii withdrawn or ca-n- regisie+r.

celled by the college or university of which he is a metnher or by the 1905, No. 31, see. ii

General Medical Council, of the UiiitedKingdont, may be removed from
the register by the Supreme Court upon appheatton made in that behalf
by the president of the British Medical Association of New Zealand or
his depnty.

21. Nothing in this Act shall extend or lie construed to extend Mi not, to aileet
to hireiudice or in any way to affect the lawful occulation, trade, or chemists, 5-c.

business of chemists, druggists, and dentists. - Isuti, ~No.51, eec. 22

22. Every person who wilfully a-nd falsely pretends to be, or takes Persons un- -

or uses tire name or til-le of, a physician, doctor of medicine, licentiate in ~
medicine and surgery, bacitefor of medicine, surgeon, general practtt-iouer, Ibhi. ~. 23.

or apothecary, or any- name, title, addition, or description implying that
he is registered or that lie is recognised by law as a physician or surgeon,
or licentiate in medicine and surgery, or a practitioner in medicine, or
a-napothecary, is liabbe to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered
in a- sumnuary way.
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Persons fraudulently 23. Every person who fraudulently or by false representations
~ocurinsbthent. procures himself to be registered as a medical practitioner, or forges,
registered or forging alters,flor counterfeits any such certificate, or utters or uses any such
certificates. - forged, altered, or con nterfcited certificate, knowing the~’saimme to have
1559 No, l,sec 24 bee’h forged, altered, or counterfeited, or falsely advertises or publishes

himself as having been registered as a medical practitioner, is liable on
indictment to iinprisomnent with or without hard labour ‘for any term
not exceeding three years.

PART IT.

TUE PRACTICE OF ANATOMY.

interpretation 24. In this Part of this Act, if not inconsistent with time context,’—
1575, No. 42, gee, 2 “Body” means a dead human hod)’

Teacher of medicine “ means and includes any ntedieal prac-
titioner who is employed or engaged as a professor of medicine
or surgery in any school of anatomy established under this
Act.

Governor in counc~ 25. The Governor iii Council may from time to time authorise
to authorise the establishment of schools of anatomy where the study and practice
establishment of - . . “ . . +

schools of anaton,v. of :-tnatouiv nmay lie carrmedl on in connection with a-ny university or
rhid, ~, 3 school of mnedhcine, in such place or places and upon such conditions as

lie thinks fit, and may at any tirme revoke such authority,
Governor in Council 26. (1.) The Governor in Council may grant a lieenst-’ to practise

er-ant licenscs to anatomy to auy medical practitioner who is engaged at a school of
practise anatomy, anatomy established under this Act as a teacher of medicine in such
Ibid. sec. 4 + . + +

school, on application from any such person for such purpose, counter-
signed by’ two Justices residmng at or nearest tIme place where such
person resides. certifying to their knowledge or belief that the person
so applying is about to carry on the practice of anatomy.

(2.) Every person on obtaining such license as aforesaid shall pay
the sum of five pounds five shillings to the- Treasurer or Secretary of the
school of anatom where he intendis to practise. for its support and
ma-i ntenance.

(3.1 No person shall receive or have in his possession for a-natomnical
examination, or for examining anatomically, any body, unless lie has
obtained such license aforesaid.

(4.) Every such license shall state the school at which it shall be
lawful for the licensee to practise anatom.

Governor in council 27. (1,) Th.e Governor in Council ma from tine’ to time appoint
to appoint inspec- one or more Inspectors for every such school, and direct in what

of manner such Inspectors simall tra-nstiet time diuties of their office.
Ibid, see. a (9.) Every such Inspector shall continue in office for one year, or

until lie is removed by time Governor in Council, or umitil sonic other
person is appointed in his place.

(3.) As often as any such Inspector dies or is removed front office,
or, refuses or becomes unable to act, the Governor in Council may appoint
another person to be Inspector in his stead.

Inspectors to make 28. Every Inspector of a school of anatonmy shall make a quarterly
returns of snbjects return to time Minister of Internal Affairs of all bodies that durinig the
recetved icr anato- + -. + + +

mica
1

examination, preceding quarter have been removed for anatomical exanunation to
ibiS, sea. U
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sue-h school, or that may have been removed to any other place under
the provisions of section thirty-four hereof, distinguishing the sex and,
as far as is known at the time, the na-inc and age of each person whose
body was so removed as aforesaid.

29. The Inspector may visit and inspect at any time the school of And to inspect
anatomy for which he is appointed Inspector. ~~1,~ooL + + -

30. Every such Inspector shall receive snch an allowance by way ~ ~ No. 4-2. see-.

of remuneration for his trouble as the Governor thinks fits such allowance ~ to

to be payable out of mone s appropriated hy Parliament from the Con- fbi’] ~a.-.5

+sohidated Fund,
31- (1.) Any person having lawful possession of a body, and not Persons having

being an undertaker or other person intrusted with the hod.y for the j~
purpose only of interment, may permit the body to undergo anatomical them to undergo

‘examination, unless to the knowledge of such first-mentioned person the ~
deceased has expressed his desire, either in writing at any tim.e during Ibid. sec. S
his life or verbally in the presence of two or more witnesses during the I 5’~m. No, 17, st—c 2

illness whereof he died, that his body after death should not undergo
such examina+tion, or unless the surviving lmusband or wife, or any known
relative of the deceased requires the body to be interred without such
examination.

(2.) Without affecting the generality of the foregoing provision it is
hereby declared that for the purposes of this Part of this Act the follow-
ing persons shall be persons having the lawful possession of bodies as
herein mentioned, that is to say

(a.) The surgeon of any hospital, the keeper of any lunatic asyhim,
and the keeper of any prison, in respect of the body- of any
person who dies in such hospital, asylum, or prison

(6.) The keeper of any asylum or publIc establishment wherein
destitute persons are housed, in respect of the body of any
person who dies therein:

(c.) Any officer of police, in respect of any body of which he has
undertaken the charge in the course of his duty.

32. If any person. either in writing at any time during his life -Provision in ease of

or verbally in the presence of two or more witnesses during the illness ~t~ins.

whereof he died, directs that his body after death be examined aim- eons after their

tomically, or nominates any person by this Act authorised to examine death.
bodies anatomically to make ‘such examination, and if before the burial 1840, No. 4~,sec, iQ

of the body such direction or nomination is made known to the person
having lawful possession theret if, then such last-mentioned person shall
direct such examination to be made, and in ease of any such nomination
as aforesaid shall request and permit the- persons nominated to make
such examination, unless the surviving husband or wife of the deceased,
or his nearest known relative, or any one or ‘more of such relatives
being of kin in the same degree, require the body to he interred with out
such examination,

33, (1.) In no ease shall the body of any person be removed for The body not- to be

anatomical examination from any place where such person died m.intil
after thirty-six hours from time time ofjl’mis decease, nor until after twenty- person died without

four hours’ notice, to be reckoned from the time of such decease, to the ~certificate.

Inspector of the district, or if there is more than one Inspector then to Ibid, sec. Ii

one of such Inspectors, of the intended removal of the body, or, if no
such Inspector has been appointed, to some medical practitioner residing
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at or near the place of death, nor unless a certificate stating in what man-
ner such person came by his death has previously to the removal of the
body heen signed by the medical practitioner who attended such person
during the illness whereof he died, or if no such practitioner attended
such person during sue-h illness, then by some medical prac-titioner called
in after the death of such person to view the both’, and who states the
manner or cause of death according to the best of his knowledge and
belief, but who is not concerned in examining the body after removal.

(2.) Tn ease of such removal such certificate shall he delivered,
together with the body, to the party receiving the body for anatomical
examma-ti mu.

Anatcc&caI~ 34. (1.) It shall not he lawful for any party to earn’ on or teach
~ anatomy -at any place, or at any place to receive or po~sessfor a-na—

autlioriced pLaces. tomical examination, or examine anatomically any body, except at such
1875, No. 42, sec. m2 place or places as are authorised for that purpose under section twent-

five hereof.
(9.) Nothing in this section shall prevent any person. properly

licensed, who obtains the permission of one of the Inspectors in writing
for that purpose, and also the permission of the governors, teachers,
or proper autimoritics of the scimool at which he is licensed to practise
anatomy, from removing any- body or portion of a hodv to such place
as the Inspector deems fit for the purpose of tcaeiming or studying
anatomy, upon such terms and conditions as tile Inspector and
authorities of such school, in their uncontrolled discretion, think fit.

Persons practicing 35. All persons who carry on and practise anatomy shall do so
anatomy to do cc . , . +

in orderly and in such a way as to avoid unnecessary mutilation of an bodies. that
decent manner. they niav he examining anatomically, and shall conduct such cxamina-

sac. tio~in tin orderly, quiet, and decent manner: and it shall be lawful,

in addition to the penalties hereinafter provided. to deprive any person
of his license who offends against the provisions of this section or anyof
the provisione of this Part o-f this Act.

How bodies are to 36. Every body when removed for the purpose of examination
~:

5~
;4r;~.bor shall before such removal he placed in a decent coffin or shell, and he

removed therein, and the party removing the same or causing the same
Provision lot to be removed shall make provision that sue-h body after undergoina
sntermcnt . , , . . . - -

Ibid sec. 14 - anatomical examination he decently interred in consecrated ground.
1584 Nc. 17, sec. a or in some public burial-ground in use for persons of that religious

persuasion to which the person whose hod was removed belonged and
a eerbfleate of the interment of such body shall he transmitted to the
Inspector of the district witimin six months after the day on which such
body was received after such removal.

Act not to probiidt ‘37, Nothing in this Part of this Act shall he construed or extend
to prohibit any post-mortem examination of any body required or directed

1875, No. 42. see. 15 to be made by any competent legal authority.
Iiniita-ticn of 38. No action shall be brought against any person for anything
acUons. , done in pursuance of this Part of this Act unless time same is commenced
[hid, si’e, lb within six months next aft-er the act complained of was committed.
Otfenees. 39. Any person offending against the provisions of this Part of
Rid, see, ~7 this Act is liable on summary conviction before a Magistrate or two

Justices to imprisonment for ‘a term not exceeding three months, or to
a fine not exceeding fifty pounds at the discretion of such Magistrate
or Justices, as the case may he,
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40. (1.) In all cases in which no provision or no sufficient provision Governor ;~coitt~.u
is, in the opinion of the Governor in Council, made by this Part- of this ~ ana

Act, he may from time to tune, for the purpose of facilitating or more orders.
effectually earr~inginto execution any of the objects thereof, make t575, Sic. 42. see.. 15

suclm regulations and orders, either general or applicable to particular
cases only-, as he thinks fit.

(2,) All such regulations and orders shall be gazetted, and thereupon
shall have the force of law, and the breach of any of such reguations
r orders shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding five pounds.

41. (1.) The governing authorities of any authorised school of Governors, teachers
anatomny may from time to time, with the approval of the Governor in may.

(~ouncif,make rules enabling the study and practice of anatomy to be Gorernor in council,

properly carried out and discipline to be mnaintained a-t such school, and ~
may impose a fine not exceeding five pouudi for theibreach”thereof. Ibid. sec. 111

(9.) All such rules shall fix a date on which the same shall come into
force, and upon the date so fixed, and after their publication in -the
Gareue, such rules shall be in force in the school to which thc same
relate.

SCHEDULES.

FIRST SOHEDUTLE.
ENACTMENTS CONSOLIDATED.

1869, No. 51.—” The Medic-al Practitioners’ Registration Act-, 1869,’>
1875, No. 42.—” The Anatomy Act, 1875.”
1884, No. 17.—” The Anatomy Act 1875 ..&unendrncnt. Act, 188.4.”
1905, No. 3!.—” The Medical Practitioners Regiat-ration Act, 1905.”

SECOND SCHEDULE Section 10

QVAm.mrmcariosti 501< Ruoismnrmox. [905, Nc. 5!,
Thu applicant must be— Scbednia

(1.) A graduate. in medicine and surgery of the New Zealand University or
(2.) Registered on t.he register kept ia accordance wit-b the provisions of the Acts

regulating the registrat~caof medical practitionert in the IJoited King.
dora; or

(3.) Eligible for registration on such last-mentioned register ; or
(4.) The holder of a duploraa granted, after a course of not ie.ss than five years’

study of the subjects pertaining to a medical and surgical degree or license,
by a imivorsity or ant’ British possession, or any other nniversity which, In
flu opinion of the Governor in Council, ia eqtial in stat.tts to that of New
Zealand.


