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1908, No. 30

AN ACT to ConsolidatecertainEnactmentsof the GeneralAssembly
relating to Coroners.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliamentassenhi)led,and by the authorit of the same, as
follows :—

1. (1.) The Short Title of this Act is The CoronersAct, Short TItle.

1908.”
(2.) This Act is a consolidationof the enactmentsmentionedj~~~ctrn~nts
0~ n~o1i ted.

the I-~irst Schethdehereto,and with respectto thoseenactmentsthe
following provisions shall apply

(a.) All appointments,regulations.Orders in Council, orders,S~ving~.

warrants, directions, prescriptions, iiistruinents, and
generally all acts of authority which originated under
anyof the said enactments,and aresubsistingor in force
on the coming into operationof this Act, shall enure for
the purposesof this Act asfully and effectuallyasif they
had originatedunderthe correspondingprovisionsof this
Act, and accordingly shall, where necessary,be deemed
to haveso originated.

(b.) All matters and proceedingscommencedunder any such
enactment,and pending or in progresson the coining
into operationof this Act; may be continued,completed,
andenforcedunderthis Act.

2. The Governor,in the name and on behalf of His Majesty, Governor m~ty
may from time to time, by warrant under his hand, appoint fit ~ Ooroner~

personsto be Coroners,havingjurisdiction throughoutNew Zealand, ~ •

and holdingtheir officesduring the Governor~spleasure.
3. (1.) Every Coroner shall before aetinu, take the oath of Coronersbefore~eting to t&~eoath,

allegiance and the 3udmcial oath prescribedby The Promissory~
OathsAct, 1908.’

(2.) Suchoathsmay beadministeredby any Justice..
~_32*.
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Deputy may he 4. (1.) The Governormay at any time appoint a Justice to be
appo~n~odtoactfrsDeputy to any Coroner,to act in the easeof tl~eillness or una~oid—
abrsnoeor illness, able absenceof tite Coroner from his usual t~laceof residence,and
l8(~7.No, 16.sees, suchDeputy shall while soacting have all the po\vers,jurisdictSiou.

privileges, andenioIument~s,and shall perform all the duties and be
subjectto the responsibilities of the Coroner.

(2.) Tn the case of suchillness or absencethe l.)eputyshall act
as such from suchday as the Coroner or, in the case of illness
incapacitatinghim from so doing, his medicalattendantcertifies
under his hand to the i)eputythat the Coroner is ill and unable to
perform his dutiesor that he is about to be absentfrom his usual
placeof residence; and the Deputy shall ceaseto act as such on
the day on which he receivesfrom theCoronera certificateunderhis
hand that he hasresumedhis duties.

JurisdictIon of 5. Every Coroner shall by virtue of his office be a Justicefor
Coroners. New Zealand, and sl:mall, after takina the oaths hereby directed,
ibid. see. ~ ,

have ~urmsdic.tionto inquire into—
(o.) The mannerof the deathof any person who is killed or

drowned, or who dies suddenly, or in prison, or while
detainediii any lunatic asylum,and whoseh~dyis lying
dead

(h.) Thecauseandorigin of any fire wherebyanybuilding, ship,
or merchandise,or any stack of grain, pulse, or hay,
or anygrowing crop, was destroyedor damaged.

Powersof Coroners, 6. Every Coronershall, in respectto everyinquest,haveall the
Ibid, .ec. ~ powers,authorities,and jurisdiction that now belong by law to time

office of a Coroner in England,except so far as the samemay be
variedby or are inconsistentwith this Act and shall havethe same
l~o\~~rof punishing for wilful misbehaviouror wilful interruptionof
the proceedingsof the Court as any Justicehasby law in the case
of like offencescommittedin any Court beforebun

~. so, Providedthat no one shall be tried upon a Coroner’sinquisition.
7. A Coroner shall not he required to hold an inquest at a

Limit of outy. greater distance titan twenty miles from his residence: and a.~ ~o. in. ~ Deputy Coroner shall not be required to hold any inquest at a

greater distance than twenty miles from the residenceof the
Coroner for whom he is Deputy.

W~ su~tuem&y 8. Where it is fit that an inquest should be field, and no
hold inquest. Coroner or Deputy Coroner entitled to act is presentto hold such
Ibm, ~ inquest, it shall be lawful for an Justice to hold such inquest,

with full authority in respect thereof to exercise all the powers,
authorities, and jurisdiction vested in Coroners : a

Provided that no Justice shall so act until the expiration of
twenty-fourhoursnext after the death of anyperson,or thediscover
of a body, or the occurrence of a fire., as theeasemay be.

Coroner’s jury. 9, Every inquest held by any Coroner shall be taken and
Ibid, sec. 11) made by jurors of the same description as have hitherto been

useti and accustomedto make such inquests,and suchjurors shall
be summonedeitherverbally or by preceptby time Coroner.

Number of jurors. 10. At any inquest.the numberof jurors shall be not lessthan
1855, No. 25, sec.2 four nom’ more than six, andthe concurrence of foui’ jurors in the

verdict of the jury shall be sufficient. *
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11. if any muami who hasbeenduly summonedand returnedto Non.attendancsserveas a juror upon any inquest before a Coronet’fails, after ~ of~uror.
~~‘t7 No. lb s~.ma

openlycalled thrcetimes, to appear and serveasa juror, the Coroner
shall impose on hun a tine not exceedinglive. pounds.

12. ~Ahere upon the summoning or holding of any inquest Coronerm&~y

touclnng the death of any ersonit appearsto time Coroner thuit s~ninionmetheal

time deceasedperson was not at. or inn.uediately before his death~ soc. Si

attendedby any legally qualified medical practitionci’, the Coroner
may issuea sunimoimsfor the attendanceasa witnessat sucl.m inquest
of sonic legally qualified medicalpractitionerin actualpracticewho
residesnearto the placewheresuchinquest is held ; but, wherethe
deceasedpersonwas attendedby any suchpractitioner,th.e Coroner
shall issue a siunmons for his attendance,or, it’ the deceasedwas
attendedby more than one suchpractitioner,tine Coronermay cause
all or anyof them to be summoned,at his d.iscrnmtiom.i.

13. (1.) rube Coroner,eitherin such swutuonsas aforesaid or Coroner rosy order
in oidei in w iiting, ina~at any tune helme the tei tama i turn of ~ ~,

the. inquestdirect any legally qualified medical practitioner to per— Ibid, ~. 92
form a post-nwi’temexaminationof’ the body of’ the deceased.

(‘2.) if it appearsto the Coroner that the deathof the deceased
person was probably caused.partly or entirel by the improper or
negligenttreatmentof any medical.practitioneron’ other i~u~oi~then
suchpractitioneror otherpersonshall not be allowed t~perform or
assistat any suchexaminationor analysis,l.ut shall be allowed to
h~presentthereat.

14. (1.) Whereupon an inquest it appearsto the Coroneror Additional medical

to a majority of the jury that the cause.of deathhasnot beensat.is— evidence.
faciorily ex~laiued‘by the medical pm’actitioners examinedin time Ibid, see,Sd

first instance at such inquest, the Coroner shall forthwith cause
seineotherlegally qualified medical practitionerto he siuninonedas
a witness,and shall direct him to lerformiL a pe.st~noi’femexamina-
tion, with em’ without suchanalysis asaforesaid,whethersuchexaini—
nationhasi.eeupreviouslyperformedor not.

(2.) Wheresuchadditionalevidenceis requiredby a majority of
the jury, it. shall be lawful for suchmajority to imaine to the. Coroner
any particularlegally qualified medicalpraetitmnei’whtouithey wish
to attend, and in that casesuch practitioner shall be summoned,
and no other.

15. (1.) Where upon an inquest it appearsto the Coroner or U~ronerrosy order
to a nmajoiitu of ilie. ur~that thin auseof death ii e~riol In en s itis-
In toidi a ountedtom the Cornneimay of his own motion, 01 shall 18~°’~O 20
if required lw a majority of the jury, forthwith causea competent
analystto i.e summoned as a witness; and if. upon the exuunination
of such analyst,it appearsto the Coroneror to a majority of’ the ,jm.u’y
that ananalysisis required,theCoronershalldirect forthwith thesaid
analyst or someother competentskilled person to innhe an analysis.

(0) The fee payable for any such analysis shall be of such
amount as the Minister of Justice, upon considerationof’ all the
circumstances,fixes asfair andreasonable.

16. (1..) Whereany legally quu.nlffied medical prs.ctitioner has Remunerstion to

attended. at an inquest in obedienceto any suchsummonsasatom— in~u3calw~tnozses.

said, he shall, tom’ ~iuchattendance and for giving evidence at. such lsb~,No. ib, see..~4
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inquest.be entitled to remunerationaccording to the scaleof feesto
medicalwitnessesspecifiedin time Secoi.md Snhedulehereto.

(‘2.) No re.mmmerationshall be paid for the pem’fornianceof any

1.umf—inw’tewexaniinationinstitutedwithout the previousdirectionof’
the Coroner.

(3.) \Vhere the deathoccimt’n’ed in any lospital, prison, or other
public butlding, no medical .tfficem’ appointedwith salary to attend
such hospital, prison, or building shall be entitled. to any such
remnuimei’at.ion.

mudi~’ai~ 17. Fjverv medical pi’act .ion�’t’ elm \VhOmn aim such sm.nmmonsor
nv5ier n,~totttcnd uf u ( omonet m~ don ad m~~t licul t ilium pt i~utnmIli em eu
mss~~.lie. 10. see.2* , . . . .,, . ‘

leaving tine sauteat his usual t’esndeiu’e,in snilicient tnmne tor him to
obey the sanle,who fails without good and sutlmieimt excuseto obey
such suittutmoils or order is liable to a fine nut. exceedingtwenty
poundsandnot lessthan threepounds.

~Vbenview not 18. It shall not i ~enecessaryfor time Coroner or time j urv on any
neo~siarl. ., inquestto view the hotly of anydeceasedpersonwhere it appears.on
1902. ~o. 00, CCC 0 the certificate of sonic.’ duly qualified medical pmactitioner,that the

deceased~lie.dof any infectious disease,or where, in the opinion of
the Chief Health Officer, danger to the health t.uf the jury might
result from such view.

Cop of depostions 19. (1 .) The Coroner before whom any inquisition of murder
or mnai.islaughtt.eris foi.nid, wiiethei’ citam’u~inganypersonor not, shall.

189.3.No. 50,~ce.342. as SOOn as con’venieumtiy IliaV be, send u.n copy of’ such inquisition,
together w ithi a copy of all depositionstaken before iuium, to the
Attorney—General,who maythereupon institute an inquiry and take
suchstepsashe deemsdesirable.

Coroner’s warrant (‘2.) If the Coronerissuesa warm’aut for the apprelmensionof the
of apprehens~oe. person againstwhom the inquisition is idund, it. shall k.~ea warrant

to take sucht person before a .lu~tice,who may <heal with him as,
though such uvam’i’aamt had been issued Uv’a Justice.upon an infor-
mation duly laid before hint.

Daodands abolished. 20. Thereshall he ito fom’feiture of any chattel for o.m’ iii respect
186?,No, ~I, see a of time samehaving imioved to or causedtIme deathof man.
1893 No. 56,sec.343

21. in respect.of every tuquest there shall he paid to time
(1~.oi’ommerholding time stone, an.i to the personemm.iployedto summon

lstn,No.i.6, soc.26 the,jury (not beinga 1.aid servantof the Govem’nnment),stmclm sumsas
l~80,No, 20, 5CC. ~ the Govem’tmor by Orderin Council from time to butte appoints, but

not exceeding in respect of’ any matt.em’ mentioned im.m time Second
Scheduleheretothe u.mommt.specifiedto be payabl.eiii suchSchedule

Providedthat tiit’ Gov~u’uoi’mmiv, by anysi.mh Order in Council,

prescribethat the actual travelling-expensesof a Coroner in holding
an inquestmummy be paid in lieu of mileage fees iii army case,at the
discm’etionof tite Minister of Justice.

Pa~meotto jurors 22. Every person w’ho is sumnninoned and duly attends a.nmd
on iflqUE’~tS. servesas a juror at any inqnest held before a Coroner shall be
1O90, ~o. 14, CCC. 0 entitled t.u be paid for each Jay’s service, time sum of eight shillings

if he servesfur more tlmaim four bout’s in time day. apd time simm of four
shillings if lie ~em’vestom’ not. more thaim four liom.mrs iii time day.

Inquests to [*o held 23. Every Imolder of a publicmtn’s license shall, at the request
mpuhhchousss. of anvJ ustice or constable, receive into the housementioned in
1btn,i~o,lb,seC.1~ ‘ , . . ,

1004, No.3?, ~. 10 such license, or upon the premmsesoccupied tberewmtlm, any dead
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body brought to such house for the l3m’po~ of atm inquest being
heldthereon; and for every dead body so received he shall be paid
a fee of one pound ; and.if he refusesto receive such deadbody for
the lmmmri?ose aforesaid he shall be liable to a fine xmut exceedingfive
pounds:

Provided that this section shall not apply in any case where
time licensed premisesare situate within a distance of three miles
froimm any public mmlorgl.ie, or front an hospitaldead—Imousedeemmiedto
be a i.niblic morgue under t.he provisions of rl~hIe Public Health
Act, i~)0~.”

24. No Medica.l (‘)fiicer to any lunatic asyluimi or licensedhouseJ
5

arnul di’euslaic,t.
for the reception of lunatics, or to any prison, shall be competent~ 2’

whilst hol<.ung sm.meh office to act as Coroner a.t mm.ny mmmquest on the “

hotly of any luimatic dying at suclm asylum or licensedhouse,or on the
body of any prisonerdying or being executedat such prison.

25. The finding upon any inquest held by a Deputy Coroner Deputy or Ju~t,jec
or Justice shall not be. invalid by m’eason merely that such1)eputyor aO~5Y5h~Cnnot

JusticeWitS m.iot um time particular caseauthorised by this Act to hold 156?, No, 16, sec.20

suchinquest,and any such finding sha.ll have time same force and
eflècm. as i.f the Deputy or Justice was authorised by tins Act to hold
the inquest.

26. No proceeding taken under this Act. shall take away or RjgI~tsof s.cvion not.
affect, or he deeiimed to take away or affect, the right of any person ~ 19

to sue for ai:ixi recover compensationfor or in respectof any damage
or injury occasionedby time recklessom’ negligent use of fire,

27. it shall be lawful to hold any inmql.iest upon Sundaywhen— Inquesismay be

i, in th~opimmion ~f the Comonci it us �\pedientto hold time ~ ime liCk! onbundvvs
lobS, ~o. 20, see.0on that day.

28. All fees payable under this Act shall be paid by the t’symerit of fe~a,

Minister of Finance‘from moneys to be appropriated by ParliamentiRO7,N’i, 16, see.27
18011 No 14 see,3

out of the. Consolidated.F amid. ‘

29. The fern,s in the Third Sci.medulehereto, or forums to the Scheduleof forms,
like effect, shallbe deemedsufficient,and. maybe usedin all proceed— 1867, No, 16, see,18

mugs by and before Coroners.
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FIFtS’l’ SCIIEDUI,E.
Ex’ae’t’nxxts eoxsoi,in.t’rm.io,

1li67, Nc’, 16.—’ The Coroners .\et. 1867.”
i 555, No. 25,—’’ The Coronet’sAct 1s87AmendmentAct, 1855.’’
18cm, No. 20.—” The Coroners Act Amendment Act, 1888.”
159$, No. 56.—.” ‘l’he Criminal (lode Act, t893 ‘‘ Sections342and 343,
1s99, No, 14,—-’ The Paymentof Jurors Act, 1899 “ Section3.
1902. No, 60.—’’ The Public Health Antentt<nent Act, 1902 ‘‘ Section5.
1904. No. $7,——’’ ‘fhe Public 1.ieaith Amendment Act, 1904 ‘‘ Section 10

Sectionsi6, 21, SECOND SCHEDULE,
18<0, Nc’. 16, Third FEES P,tY,tULE ITEIIEn THIS AeT.
Schedule.

To the Cot’onet’, 1.)eputt’. or ,J’usmico holding any i<iutiest under this ,Ict——for ever’,’
inquest, .22 2s. And. in ad’iition thc’remn, mileage br every inqn<’st helit ttt a,
<hstanceexceedingonetniIe ircnn the residenceof the personholding’ thesitine,
per <nile tone way), is. Cd.

‘to tile person employed to saitlttton’a jury )not beinga paid servantof tEe Govern-
tnentm, any sum not exceerhng12s,

To a medtc’,tl witness. for attending and giving evidence, when not required to make
a aest-mortettrexamination, 11 is.

For making a post-nterteet. cxttnilnation, when require’i so to do by the Coroner or
,insnice holding the inqtlest, anu attendtr.g to give evidenceof the result, 13 3s,

And, in addition to the ahove ices. ishere time residenceof such medical witnessis
more than two miles distant from the place where the inquest is held, mileage

(one wai’) at the rate per mile of is, Gd.

Section29. TH 1111) SCHEDULE.
Ihid, second (1.m Ot’nms TO BE .tnretxt.sit’.EaenTO THE FOREMAN OF’ ‘rim 1 rat’.
Schodnie.

lot’ shall diligent inquirc’, <ten true presentment niake on behaim of our Sovereign
Lord the King, how and in what manner A. I). [ci a person unknown, e’~ the rinse
may be. , here lying dead,caine to hts death 01 what ‘ivas the eattseand origin oi the
tire hi which (Desci’tbe the property) was nesn:oyeaor damaged , and of suc.h other
matters relating to the same as shall he lawiutl I’equired of you according to tee
evidence. So help von Cod,

(2.) OatH TO liE ADMmStsTEttEo TO THE LtE5T OF THE Jctmomt.s.

Sten oath as A. F.. the foreman of this inqaatt, hath for ins part taken you and each
(a ~ei.i shall well and triny observe and keep on your parts respectively. So help
von Cod.

din OATH ‘ro tiE ,IDMINISTEREI) TO WrrNEssns.

Tima evidenceyou shttll g:ive to this inquest on neimait of otir .Snvereign Lord the
Ring, touching the rleath of A. 1.), [or touching the origin of tIle tire itt question ott
tins mnquestj shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing bitt the trttth, So help
you (led.
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(4.1 Rrcooatsaxoxor Junons AT AN AoJOetiNttD INg’ttEsT.

Yot~acknowledge)ourself severallyto oweto our SovereignLord the King the sum
of pounds, to he levied on vOttr ooods and chattels, lands, and tettements
for }-fts fifajestys use,upon condition that it you and each of von do personally
appear here again [or at on next, being tl.ie day of
at ocloek, then and there to make further inquiry on behalf of out’ said
SovereIgnLord the King tonehhtgthe death of A .1). or touching theorigin of the
tire on toepremisesof or theproperty of , as the core atop be] then
this reeogniaauceto he void, or elseto remainin fall force.Are ~ou couteut?

(i[L1 I4ttconu or Las-roeuxTtoNat.3Knot; Nts.tactt,

Bn it remeuinered that dNdrttes of jurors in- fnfp , of , itt New Zealand,
svho were duly sworn and charged to mqwre on behalf of our Sovereign
Lord the King touchiug the death of 1Nomc of’ c[cceosedfl, whose body they
have ltnd in view ~pr ntdn’n’-fse as the case ;act~hal , severally acknowledge to
owe to our said Sovereign Lord the Kiug, the snot of pounds each to be
levied for tIe use of I--hr Majesty on the severalgoots and chattels, lands, and
tenementsof any of them who shall nntke default in the foulowine~condition ‘Fite
rounition of this recoguisaneeis such that if cad; or the ahove honudenpersons
shall apnearpeesouahlvat , ou at oerock in tite noon,
precisely, then and ti.~ereto make frirther inquire touching the doath of the said
[dcceanvI.or (te tie’ rotc -oncebe’ then this reeogtdsanceto he void, or elseto remain
itt full force asagaiustanyof thesaid personswho shall not so appear.

Taken andacknowledgedthis day of , 19 , at ‘ , before
ow—-

A. C., Coroner

(ti) Pnoer4asutymo or Amoynynnnv.

Ann mannerof personswho have anything more to rio at this Court oefore tire
Coroner may depart homeat this time, and give their evidencehereagain [or at

on next. tite day of , If) , at o’clock.
God savethe King.

Pnoet,-tMArtoN At’ Aoioc’uNEtJ MEETtNO,

ALL mannerof personswho have anvthiag more to do it this Cotirt before the
Corone.ron thts inquestnow to be taken,and adjournedover to this time and place,
draw near and give vonr attendance- And voti, gentlemenof the jury, who have
beenerunauelledandswornupon this inquest to inquire touching theneat of A. D.
[or ofhericilse as theco-re muff hel , severally answerto your names,and saveyour

reeogn.rsanees.

1(k) Wstut-ra,’ ‘ro RUttY A Bony AFTER A

New Zealand,!
To wit. j

\Vrntnexs an inquisition hasbeen this day held upon view of the body of B. B’.,
now lying deadn.t .‘-These are thereforeto certify that you ma lawfully
permit thebody of the said B. F. to beburied. And for so doing tIns shall he your
warrant.

Given tinder my hand, tins day of , 19

To . ~Signed) A. C., Cozoner.
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Section Itt ~C). (9.) WARuANT or AprutnrtuNstott.

To the Constablesof , in New Zealand, and to ah other constablesin
New Zealand.

New Zealand,]
To wit,

WHEREAs upon an inquisition taken before me, one of His Majesty’s Coroners icr
Deputy Coroner for A. C. one, he., or before roe, a Justice, acting as one of His
Majesty’s Coroners, as the core -may bel . this day of , 19 , at

on view of tire body of A- P.. then and there lying dead, it appearedfrom
tire verdict of tire jury that there was just cause to believe that one K. F, late
of . in New Zealand [Proti’rsioit, trade, or call-jag of de-feudaitt] was
guilty of the wilful tuurder of ti-re said A. P. [ci othe-rn’nc or the core 1/ta-f! he]
Theseare therefore, by vim-tue of my office, tmm His Majesty’s name, to command you.
tire said constables,and every of yott, without delay, to apurelmeud on the charge of
the said murder or as the case mug he] , and fot thwith take- the sail K, 1”. before
a Stipermiiary Magistrate, or a Justice of the Peace,to answer to the said charge,
and to he further dealt with according to law.

Giver; ttuder mur’ hand, this day of , 19

(Signed) A, C., Coroner.


