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AN AcT to regulate the Ten1poral Affairs of the Titlll. 

Religious Society clenon1inated Primitive Me
thodists. [tgt!t December, 1879.] 

1)lTHEltEAS in or about the year one thousand eight hundred and 
\

1
\ forty-four a society of the Pl'imitive Methodist Connexion was 

dul~r established at New Plymouth, in the Colony of New Zealand, by 
the late Reverend Robert ·ward, under and b~r virtue of the powers 
and privileges delegated to him in that behalf by the Conference of the 
said Connexion duly held at Lynn Regis, in t.he County of Norfolk, 
in England, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty -four: 
And whereas it is expedient to make provision for creating a succession 
of properly-qualified trustees according, as nearly as may he, to the 
usages and regulations of the said Connexion as declared and set forth 
in the deed poll and model deed of the said Connexion, and for defining 
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as nearly as may be the manner in which the trusts affecting any 
property of the said Oonnexion may be fulfilled, and generally for the 
conduct of the temporal affairs of the said Oonnexion and the manage
ment of any property thereof: 

BE IT THEREFORE ENAO~rED by the General Assembly of New 
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows :-

l. The Short Title of thiR Act is "Thf) Primitive Methodist 
Temporal Affairs Act, 1879.~' 

2. From and after the passing of this Act the trustees of all 
Primitive Methodist churches, chapels, ministers' dwellings, school
rooms, burial-grounds, glebe lands, or other property in the Colony of 
New Zealand, shall be elected and appointed in manner following~ 
that is to say : A special meeting of the minister or ministers, the 

1 leader or leaders of the classes, ihe society stewards, the members of 
the quarterly meeting, ancl any such other persons as the station 
committee may appoint, shall be convened by the superintendent 
minister of the station for the time being within whose jurisdiction 
such church, chapel, school, or minister's dwelling is intended to be 
huilt, or where the burial-ground or glebe la.nd or other land or 
property belonging to the said Oonnexion shall be situated, and the 
persons composing such meeting or the majority of them shall put in 
nomination any number of persons not less than five or more than 
ten, being members of or friendly to the said Primitive Methodist 
Oonnexion. 

3. The time and place for holding every such meeting as aforesaid 
shall be publicly notified in the church or chapel, or the usual place of 
worship, in w]J_ich the said meeting is to be held, during the time of 
Divine service on the Sunday preceding the said intended meeting. 

Nominations to be 4. The superintendent minister shall lay such nomination as 
submittecl to st~tion's aforesaid before the ensuino' quarterly meetino' of the station as afore-
quarterly meetmg. , , ,b b < 

Superintendent 
minister entitled to 
.attend meetings and 
vote. 

sa1d for 1ts approval, and, m the event of the non-approval thereof by 
such quarterly meeting, then such election shall take place cle 1Wvo, and 
so on from time to time until such approval be obtained. 

5. The superintendent minister for the time being, lawfully 
appointed and recognized by the Annual District J\t(eeting or Conference 
of the said Primitive 1\i[ethodist Oonnexion tn the colony aforesaid as 
the superintendent minister of the station as aforesaid, shall, ex officio, 
be entitled to be present at ancl to take rart in the proceedings of and 
have a vote at all meetings of the trustees, or other meetings concerning 
the affairs of the church, chapel, minister's dwelling, school, or other 
property of the said circuit or station. . 

In his absence his 6. In case the. said superintendent minister shall be unable to 
colleagues may clo so. attend such meeting, his colleague, or any one of his colleagues in the 

ministry belonging to the same station vvith himself, being nominated 
by such superintendent minister, shall be entitled to be present and to 
take part in the proceedings of and have a vote at all such meetings as 
aforesaid, in like manner as the said superintendent minister might have 
acted and voted if personally present; and no such meeting shaH be 

Pl'oceeclings at: meet· 
iugs. 

held without one of the said ministers being present thereat. 
7. At any meeting held under or by virtue of this Act the persons 

present at such meeting and entitlecl to vote thereat, or the majority 
of them, shall choose a chairman or president of such meeting, and shall 
decide any question or ma.tter proposed at such meeting and respecting 
which votes shall be given : And, in case the votes shall be equally 
divided, then the chairman or president of such meeting shall give the 
casting vote, which casting vote he shall have in addition to the vote he 
shall be otherwise entitled to ; and all acts ancl deeds clone and executed 
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in pursuance of any such decision as aforesaid shall be good and valid 
and binding on all persons entitled to vote at the meeting who may he 
absent, or, being present, may be in the :minority; but no person (unless 
'''here the contrary is hereinbefore e:q1ressly mentioned) shall be allowed 
to vote in more than one capacity at the same time or on the. same 
question, although holding more than one office at the same time in the 
said Primitive Methodist Connexion or in the same meeting. 

8. vYhenever rmy freehold, leasehold, or other property has been Trus~ property Lo 
acquired or hereafter shall be ncquirecl by or on behalf of the Primitive ves~ m trustees and 
< • • , • their successors. 
Methodist Oonnexwn or any somety thereof, or subJect to any trust for 
the said Primitive ]![ethodist Connexion or any society thereof, or for 
individuals composing the same, such eonveyance, assignment, or other 
assurance shall not only vest the freehold or leasehold or other property 
thereby conveyed, assigned, Ol' otherwise assured, in the party or parties 
named therein, but shall also effectually vest such freehold or leasehold 
or other pro11erty in their successors in. office for the time being and the 
old continuing trnstees, if any, jointly, or, if there be no olcl continuing 
trustees, then in such successors for the time being solely chosen and 
appointed in the manner provided or referred to in or by this Act, or in 
or by such conveyance, assignment, Ol' other assurance, or in any separate 
deed or instrument declaring the trust thereof, upon such aucl the like 
trusts, and with and under and subject to the smne powers and provisions 
as are contained or referred to in such conveyance or assignment or 
other assurance, or in any such separate deed or instrument upon which 
such property is held, and that without any transfer, assignment, con
veyance or other assurance whatsoever, anything in such conveyance, 
assignment, or other assurance, or in any sepantte deed or instrument 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding: Pro-vided always that in 
case of any appointment of a new trustee or trustees, or of the convey
ance of the legal estate in [tny such property being made as hereinbefore 
was by law required, the same shall be valid and effoctunl to all intents 
and purposes as if this Act had not been passed. 

9. For the purpose of preserving evidence of every such choice 
and appointment of a new trustee or new trustees, and of the person 
or 11ersons. in whom such property shall so from time to time become 

· legally vested, every such choice and appointment of a new trustee or 
new trustees shall be m.ade to appear by some deed under the hand 
and seal of the chairman of tlm meeting at which such choice and 
appointment shall be made, and shall be executed in the presence of 
such meeting and attested by two or more credible witnesses, which 
deed may be in the form of or to the effect of the Schedule to this Act 
annexed, or as near thereto as circumstances will allow, and may be 
given and shall he received in evidence in all Courts and proceedings 
in the same manner and on the like proof as deeds, and shall be 
evidence of the truth of the several ma,tters and things therein 
contained. 

10. It shall be lawful for any person or persons to whom any 
lands or hereditaments or other property have been or shall or ma.y be 
hereaJter granted or conveyed by the Crown, or any pmson or persons 
whomsoever, for any estate or interest upon trust for the said 
Primitive Methodist Connexion or any society thereof, and for the 
survivors or survivor of such persons, or their or his heirs or assigns, 
and he or they are hereby authorized and required at any time, at 
the request of the quarterly meeting of the station made in writing 
and signed by its chairman and· secretary, to convey the said trust, 
premises, lands, and hereditaments to the trustees to be nominatecl and 
elected according to the provisions of this Act for the station in which 
the said tl'Ust, premises, lands, and hereditaments shall be situate, and 
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appointed under this 
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to their heirs and assigns, in order that the said trust, premises, lands, 
and hereditaments may be fully and completely vested in such trustees, 
their heirs and assigns, upon the trusts, and for the ends intents and 
purposes, and with, under, ancl subject to the powers, provisions, 
agreements and declarations mentioned, expressed, and declared in a 
model deed of the said Primitive Methodist Oonnexion on the second 
clay of April, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four: Provided 
always that it shall be lawful for any one or more person or persons to 
whom any such lands or other property shall have been originally 
granted or conveyed upon trust for the said religious society to 
act as new trustees or trustee, if and when duly nominated and 
elected as aforesaid for that purpose, and the said trust, premises, 
lands, and hereditaments may be ""\rested in or retained by him or them 
either alone or in conjunction with another trustee or other trustees 
in the same manner as if he or they had been originally a trustee 
or trustees of the said land so required to be conveyed as aforesaid. 

ll. If any trustee shall neglect to act, or shall be absent from the 
said colony, or shall cease to reside within one hundred miles of the 
church or chapel, dwelling, schoolroom, burial-ground, or other lan<l 
or hereditaments for which he is such trustee for more than twelve 
months in succession, or shall become bankrupt or a confirmed 
lunatic, or shall cease to be a member of the said Primitive Methodist 
Oonnexion, or shall become otherwise disqualified within the me[tnill!_;' 
of this Act, the said trustee shall be deemed to have resigned his 
trusteeship. 

12. vVhenever and so often as the number of such trustees shnll 
by death, resignation, incapacity, or refusal to act, or through any means 
or causes whatsoever, be reduced to the number of three, so many 
suitable persons as shall, together with such of the old trustees as sbnll 
continue in the trust, he required to make up in the whole the original 
number of trustees, shall be forthwith elected jn the manner herein
before prescribed: Provided that the number of such trustees muy 
be increased if the trustees for the time being or the majority of them 
think it expedient. 

13. If a sufficient number of the new trustees shall not have been 
elected within twelve months after the said trustees shall have been 
reduced to three as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful for the district 
committee of the Primitive Methodist Oonnexion in the colony afore
said, hy writing through its secretary, to nominate ancl appoint a perRon 
or persons duly qualified as aforesaid to fill up the vacancy or vacancies 
as nforesaicl, and such appointment shall operate as if the trustee or 
trustees :so a.ppointed had been duly elected in the manner hereinbefore 
provided. 

14. 1'he duties of the said trustees shall be solely confined to the 
temporal concerns of the said Primitive :Methodist Oonnexion, such as 
the collection of pew rents, donations, bequests, clevises oflands or other 
property for the erection, maintemtnce, and repair of the church, chapel, 
schoolroom, minister's dwelling, or other property for which they slwll 
be appointed, or for a bmial-ground or glebe land thereunto annexe<l: 
And it is hm·eby declared that the said t.rustees shall haYe no power m· 
authority to dismiss or remove the ministers of any church or chapel to 
which they are or shall be appointed. . 

15. It shall be lavvful for the trustees of any church or chapel of 
the Primitive Methodist Oonnexion, to permit the person or persons 
hereinafter designated, and such person or persons only, to preach an.<l 
expound God's Holy Word, and to perform the usual acts of pub~w 
worship in accordance with the usages of the said Primitive :J\fethochst 
Oonnexion in the said church or chapel, that is to say,-
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( (r.) Such person or persons as shall from time to time be 
approvecl by the Annual District Meeting in New Zealand 
or by the Conference of the said Primitiye :l\fethoclist 
Connection. · 

(b.) Such other person or persons as the station quarterly 
meeting of the said Primitive Methodist Connexion, within 
whose jurisdiction the said church or chapel may he, ma,y 
appoint to officiate in the said clnu·ch or chapel in place 
of the person or pe1·sons referred to in the preceding 
subsection. . 

16. It shall he lawful for the trustees of any church or chapel, 
minister's dwelling, schoolroom, or other building· of the said Primitive 
:Methodist Oonnexion, or the majority of them, with the sanction of the 
district building committee in the said colony, -when and so often as 
they shall deem it necessary or expedient, to enlarge or alter or take 
clown or remove the said church; chapel, building, or premises, or any 
part or parts thereof respectively. 

7:7 . 

Alteration, &c., ol' 
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17. It shall be lawful for the said trustees or the majority of them Power to mortgage. 

fi·om time to time to mortgage, and for that purpose to appoint, convey, 
and assure in fee or for any term or terms of years, the lands, tenements, 
or hereditaments held by them as such trustees as aforesaid, or any prtrt 
or parts thereof respectiyely, to any person or persons whomsoeyer for 
securing such sum or sums of money as they may consider requisite or 
necessary for the clue execution and accomplishment of any of the 
trusts vestecl in them. 

18. Whenever and so often as it shall happen that the glebe or Leases muy be made. 

other lands belonging to any church or chapel of the Primitive Metho-
dist Oonnexion can he advantageously let, it shall he lawful for the said 
trustees, with the consent in ·writing of the quarterly meeting of the 
station in which such church or chapel may be, and of the di!'itrict 
building committee, to let such glebe or other lands upon lease for any 
term not exceeding twenty-one years, reserving the rents, issues, and 
profits thereof to the said trustees for the time being : Provided that, 
if such land he in the possession or occupation of any minister duly 
appointed to officiate in such church or 0hapel, such lease shall not be 
made without his consent. 

19. 'rhe said trustees shall and may receive and apply the said Application of rents 

rents, issues, and profits, or any part thereof, in or towards building or and other income. 

enlarging the church, chapel, or ministe1~'s dwelling, or schoolroom, or 
other buildings to which the glebe or other lands is annexed, or in 
paying the stipends of the minister or ministers whe shall for the time 
being be employecl as aforesaid in the station where such glebe or 
other land may be situate, or in any other way- as the trustees or a 
majority of them with the consent of tbe .said quarterly meeting may 
think fit. 

20. It shall be la-nrful for the said trustees to collect or gather all Trustees to collect 

and every sum or sums of money which may be clue and payable for pew rents, &c. 

pews and sittings in such church or chapel for which they may be act-
ing as such trustees, or any other sum or sums of money clue on account 
of the said church or chapel, or of the minister's dwelling, schoolroom, 
or other building, or other property, bmial-ground, or glebe-land 
annexed thereto, and to sue for the recovery of the same from all 
persons who shall refuse or fail to pay the same according to the terms 
of their engagement; and the said trustees, out of the moneys so 
received or recovered, as far as the same will extend, shall regularly 
apply the same for the purposes before~mentioned. 

21. A general meeting of the trustees for the time being, jointly Annunlmeeting of 

with the said superintendent minister, shall be held once at least every trttstees. 
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year in the said church or chapel or some other convenient place, of 
which meeting clue notice shall be given in the said church or chapel 
during the time of Divine service, or by post seven clays at least before 
such meeting; and at such meeting the said trustees or the majority of 
them, by their steward or stewards, treasurer or treasurers, shall pro
duce a fair and clea.r account, with vouchers, showing all moneys 
received and paid for and on account of the said church or chapel or other 
Connexional building or property; and where such accounts shall have 
been properly audited and allowed by the trustees m the majority of 
them present at the meeting, and signed by the president and secretary 
of. the said trustees' meeting, the said accounts shall he considered 
audited and passed, and shall be transmitted through the next 
ensuing quarterly meeting of the station to the secreta.ry of the district 
building committee aforesaid. 

22. It shall be lawful for the trustees of any lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments held by them as such trustees, or the majority of them, 
with the consent in writing of the quarterly meeting of the station in 
which such lands, tenements, or hereditaments may be, and of the 
district building committee, to sell and dispose of the said lands, 
tenements and hereditaments, or any part thereof, for the best price or 
prices in money that can reasonably be obtained foi· the same, and 
well and effectually to convey and assure the said land or other 
property so sold to the purchaser or purchasers thereof, his or theil· 
heirs and assigns, or as he or she or they shall direct and appoint ; and 
the trustees shall apply the said money arising from the sale of the 
said land or other property, and which shall be received by the said 
trustees, in paying off the debt or debts, if any, owing on account of 
the said trust premises, or apply the same or the residue thereof in such 
manner for the benefit of the Primitive Methodist Oonnexion as the 
trustees, with the approbation Of the quarterly meeting of the station 
in which the said land or other property shall for the time being be 
situated, shall determine. 

23. All lands and real estate or property whatsoever in the 
Colony of New Zealand which, at the time of the passing of this Act, 
shall be vested in trustees for the said Primitive Methodist Oonnexion, 
shall be subject to the provisions of this Act; and all lands and real 
estate and property in the said colony which hereafter may be granted, 
conveyed, or transferred upon trust for the said Primitive Methodist 
Connexion shall in like manner be subject to the 11rovisions of this Act, 
whether the conveyance, transfer; or other deed or instl·ument creating 
the trust shall so declare or not; and, as regards existing trusts, in all 
cases where at the time of the 11assing of this Act there shall be less 
than three surviving or continuing trustees before the next quarterly 
meeting of the station, an election of additional trustees shall take place 
in manner hereinbefore provided, so that the number may be increased 
to ·not less than five nor more than ten as aforesaid: Provided always 
that nothing in this Act contained (other than as regards the election 
and continuing of a proper succession of trustees) shall be deemed to 
alter or control any express trust affecting real estate for the benefit 
of. the said Primitive Methodist Oonnexion ; and nothing in this Act 
contained shall be deemed to deprive any person of any advantage or 
emolument to which he is now by law entitled. 
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SCHEDULE. 
lVlE1fORANDU.i\I OF THE CrrOIOE AND APPOINTMEN'l' OF NEW TIWSTEES OF TIIE 

FOLLOWING- PROPERTY, VIZ:-

[Description of propm·ty] situate At a meeting of mern hers of the Primitive 
:Methodist Connexion duly convened and held for that purpose at [or in (name of place)] 
on [date] and of which [name of Olwirmctn or President A.B.] was chairman or 
president: 

Whereas the several persons firstly named at the foot hereof were, prior to the date 
of these presents, tl'l~stees of the above-mentioned properties: And whereas at a meeting 
of the members of the Primitive Methodist Connexion, duly convened and held as afore
said, a choice and appointment of new trustee was duly made : Now it is 
hereby declared that the several persons secondly namec1 at the foot hereof are now the 
trustees in whom the said property has become legally vested. 

OLD TRUSTEES. 
-------------------------

Name. ReBidence. Occupation. 

--------~------------------------------

NEW TRUSTEES. 

Name. Residence. Occtlpation. 

-------------------'-------------------------------

In witness whereof I the undersigned have hereunto subscribed my name and 
a:ffixedn1y seal this day of , in the year of our Lord 18 

A.B., 
Chairman [m· President] of the said meeting. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the said A.B., as Chairman [or President J of the 
said .meeting, at and in the presence of the said meeting, on the clay and year aforesaid, 
in the presence of 

WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND: 

C.D. 
E.D. 

:Priute(l under authority o£ the New Zealaml Government, by GEORGE DIDSBURY, Government Printer. 
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