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ANALYSIS. 

'l'it.le. 
Preamble. 

. Short TiUe. 
Interpretation. 
Power to break up ~treets, &c., under supm·in­

tendcnco, and open drains, 
N ol. to enter on pl'ivato lands without consent. 
Owners and occupiers of private grounds may 

alter position of pipes. 
Not.ico to be served on persons having control, 

&c., before breaking np streets or opening 
drains. 

Streets or drains not to be broken up except 
under superintendence of persons having 
Control of same. If }Jet•sons having control 
of same fail to superintend, Company may 
pet•form t.he work. 

Streets, &c., broken up to be reinstated without 
delay. 

Penalty for delay in reinstating stl'cets. 
In case of delay, othel' pa1•ties may reinstate, 

and l'ocovcl' the expenses. 
Altera[.ion of pipes on notice from the New 

Plymouth Borough Council. 
New Plymouth Borough Council may act on 

default. 
A majority of the inhabitants of any district 

may require the Company to extend their 
gns·pipes. 

Penalty on Company for refusing or neglecting 
to do so. 

!>ower of the Company to contract for lighting 
streots, &c. 

Powel' of the Company to lot meter~. l't'Icters 
not liable to distraint for rent, &c. 

CompanY. may enter buildings for ascertaining 
qunntlty of gas consumed. 

Recovm•y of rents due for gas. 
Power to take away pipes, &c., when supply of 

gas is discontinued. 
Consumer to give notice to Company in writing 

when he intends discontinuing to use gas. 
Pena!t.y for fraudnlently using gas. 
Notice to be given to the Company before meter 

connected or dieconnected, under a penalty 
qf £5. 

I 23. If consumm• le:wes premises without gmng 
1 notice to Company, next tenant liable for 
j amount due if he use gas without first givi11g 

notice. 
24. Penalty for wilfully damaging pipes. 
25. Satisfaction for accidentally da'?uging pipes. 
26. Penalt.y on Company for causmg wate1• to be 

polluted. 
27. Daily penalty during continuance of offence. 
28. Power to New Plymouth Borough Council to 

enter and inspect gasworks to ascertain origin 
o£ nuisance. 

29. Penalty on consmnm• for wasting gas. 
30. Penalty on Company for escape of gas after 

notice. 
31. Power to examine gas-pipes to ascertain cause 

of contamination of water, if notice be given 
of same. 

32. Expenses to abide result of examination. 
33~ How expenses to be ascertained, 
34. Nothing to exem1Jt Company from being imlictocl 

for a nuisance. 
35. Company may make by-la,vs and rcgttlations. 
36. Publication of penalties, 
37. Penalties fot• defacing board used for such pub· 

licnt.ion. 
38. Penalties, &c., how to be recovered. 
39. Penalties to be succl for within six ruont1e, 
40. Dam ages to be macle goocl in addition Lu 

penalty. 
41. Form of convict-ion. 
42. Conviction not to be quashed for want of 

form. 
43. Copy of Act lo be kept by Company in their 

office, and deposited with the Registral' of 
the Supreme Court at New Plymouth, in 
office of Clerk to Bench at ~'own of New 
Plymouth, and in office of 'l'own Clerk for 
Borough of New Plymouth. 

4•t. Penalt.y on failure to keep or deposit such 
copies. 

45. Rateable reduction in the price of gas when 
profits exceccl twenty pet• cent, 

Schedule, 
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New Plymouth Gas Omnpctny. 

AN AcT to enable the New Plyn1outh 
(Limited) to supply the Town 
n1outh and Suburbs with Gas. 

Gas Co1npany 
of New Ply-

- [ zotlz November, r 879.] 
1/\Jlt:BR~AS ::1 joint-stock company has been incorporated under 
V \ the p~isions of "'fhe Joint-Stock Companies Act, 1860," by 

the name of" '11I1~~ew Plymouth Gas Company (Limited)," having 
for its object the pl'ocll':retion and supply of ·gas in and for the Town of 
New Plymouth and its s-;;:,'l'tl-J:}Js, and also the manufactme and supply 
of coke ancl other products inChlental to the manufacture of gas, and 
for doing all such other acts a'S~ incidental or conducive to tho 
attainment of the above objects: Anbl, whereas it is expedient that 
provision should be made authorizing tll said Compa,ny to lJreak up 
Btreets and bridges in and through the 'rovvn · New Plymouth and tho 
suburbs thereof, and to lay clown and place 1Yi1:zes, conduits, service­
pipes, rmd to make and construct other works fo~supplying the said 
'rown of New Plymouth and suburbs -vvith gas, anclfb:~~her pm~poses 
relating thereto, and to the objects for which the said ~llll)any has 
been established : 

BE I'l' 'J'HEl'tE:J<'ORE ENACTED by the General Assembly of New 
Zea,l~tncl in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is " ~rhe New Plymouth Gas 
Com1mny Act, 1879." 

2. The following words and expressions in this Act shall have 
the meaning hereby assigned to them, unless there he something in 
the subject or context repugnant to such constructions-Hmt- istu-say, 
worcl:s---impmt:i:n-g---t+te-;singttl:ru'--iniD'I:ber--only- shall ineluc1e--the -p~ 
H-llJ3:-l~:tel',--ftf:l:ft--'ffl't:I:'EtflL- itnpmtting--the--pl uralnumbm~-OllfJL-Bltt~TH--iRel-tttl:e 
t'IJ.w the-singuhtr-nttn'l:betL;-w-e-rcls-in'1pG-rting the masculine gentteJL&;haJJ 
iR-ehtd:cTenrrileB:-

'l'hc word "person " shall include corpomtions, whether aggre­
gate or sole. 

'fhc word" Company" shall mean theN ew Plymouth Gas Com­
pany (Limited). 

~rhe vvorc1 "lands" shall include messuages, lands, tenements, 
ancl hereditaments. 

'rhe word " street" s1mll include any street, court or alley, 
highway, lane, road, thOl'oughfare, or public passage or 
place within the limits of this Act. 

'l'he expression "rent " shall include any reward Ol' payment 
to be made to the Company for a supply of gas. 

'rhe word " month " shall mean calendar month. 
Tho expression " two Justices " shall mean two or more Justices 

of the Peace met and acting together, Ol' a Resident 
Magistrate. 

'rho wo1~l " district " shall mean any lands within the limits of 
this Act. 

'l'hc limits of this Act shall extend to and include all lands 
lying within a radius of five miles from the south-mtst corner of 
the section numbered six hundred and forty-seven on the oflicbl 
plan of the 'fown of New Plymouth. 

3. The Company, under such superintendence as is hereinafter 
i:lpecified, ma,y open ancl brettk ttp the soil and pavement of the several 
streets and bridges vvithin the limits of this Act) ancl may open 
p.ud break up any sewers, chains, or tuuuels ·within Ol' under a,uy t:Jtwll 



A.D. I 879· 43 o VICTORIJE. No. r. 

Ne'w Plymouth Gas Compctny. 

streets and bridges, and lay down and place within the same limits 
1)ipes, conduits, service-pipes, and other ·works, and from time to time 
repair, alter, or remove the same, and also make any sewers that may 
be necessary for carrying off the washings and ·waste liquids which may 
arise in the making of the gas, and for the purposes aforesaid may 
remove and use all earth ancl material in and under such streets and 
bridges, and may in such streets erect any pillar lamps and other vvorks, 
and do all other acts which the Company shall from time to time deem 
necessary for supplying gas within the limits aforesaid, doing as little 
damage and interrupting traffic as little as may be in the execution of 
the powers hereby granted, and making compensation for any damage 
which may be clone in the execution of such powers. 

4. Provided always that nothing herein shall authorize or em- Not to enter on 

l)OWer the Oomrmny to lav clown or r)lace ~tny_ I)il)e or other \YOrks privttte lands without 
• .; consent. 

into, through, or against any buildings, or in any land not dedicated 
to public use, without the consent of the owners and occupiers 
thereof, except that the Company may at any time enter upon and 
lay or place any new pipe in the place of any existing pipe in any 
land --wherein any pipe hath been already lawfully laid clown or 
placed by the Company in pursuance of this Act or any other Act of 
the General Assembly of New Zealand or any Act of the Imperial 
Parliament, and may repair or alter any pipe so laid clown. 

5. Provided further that it shall be lawful for any owner or 
occupier of any building or land not dedicated to public use in, t'o, 
through, or against, or in which any pipe or other works shall have 
been laid clown or placed with such consent as aforesaid, at any time 
thereafter, if such owner or occupier shall deem it ne0essary or ex-
pedient, upon giving forty-eight hours' notice in writing to the 
Company, at his -own cost and charges, but under the superintendence 
of the Company, to alter and vary the position of such pipes or other 
works, and to relay and place the same, so that full compensation be 
made for any damage -clone thereby to the Company, or for any 
hindrance or obstruction which may thereby be occasioned to the 
lighting of any public or private lamp. 

6. Before the Company proceed to open or break up any street, 
bridge, sewer, drain, or tunnel, th~ Company shall give to the New 
Plymouth Borough Council, or other person under whose control or 
management the portion.so to be opened or broken up may be, or to 
their surveyor or other officer, notice in writing of the intention of 
the Company to open or break up the same, not less than forty-eight 
hours before such works shall he begun, except in cases of emergency. 

Owners aml occupiers 
o£ pri vnte grounds 
may alter position 
of pipes. 

Notice to be set•vecl 
on persons having 
control, &c., before 
breaking up streets 
or opening drains. 

7. No street, sewer, bridge, drain, ~r tunnel shall, except in cases Streets o1• drains not 

of emerbCJ'encv, be orJened or broken lli) excer)t under the sur)erinten- to be bl·oken up .; except under super· 
dence of the persons aforesaid having the control or management inte~1denceofpersons 
th_ ereof 01' of the r)art thereof which may be or)enecl or broken UI) or httvmg control of 

' c:: c t ' san1e. 
of their officer, and according to such plans as shall be approved of 
by such persons or their officers, or, in case of any difference respect­
ing such plan, then according to such plan as shall be determined by 
two J-ustices, and such Justices may, on the application of the person 
having the control or management of any such street, bridge, sewer, 
drain, or tunnel, or their officer, require the Company to make such 
temporary or other ·works as such Justices may think necessary for 
guarding against any interruption of the traffic or drainage during 
the execution of any works which interfere with any such street, 
bridge, sewer, drain, or tunnel. 

Provided alwa,ys that if the persons having such control or man- I£ persons having. 
ao·ement as aforesaid or their officer fail to attend at the time and control ?f same fall 
< b < , , ' , - ' , , to supermtend, Com· 
place mentwned m such uot1ce for the openmg or breakmg up of pany may pe1·form 

9 . the WOl'J\. 
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any such street, bridge, sewer, drain, or tunnel, or shall not give 
notice of any objection to the plan for breaking up or opening the 
same, or shall refuse or neglect to su11erintencl the operation, the 
Company may perform the work specified in such notice without the 
superintendei1ce of such persons or their officers. 

8. vVhen the Company OlJens Ol' breaks up the road or pavement 
of any street or bridge, sewer, drain, or tunnel, tlie Company shall 'Yith 
all reasonable speed complete the work for which the same shall be 
broken up, and fill in the ground and reinstate and make good the road 
or pavement, or the bridge, sewer, drain, or tunnel so opened orbroken 
up, and carry avvay the rubbish occasioned thereby, and shall at all 
times, whilst any such road or pavement shall be opened or broken up, 
cause the same to be fenced in and guarded, and shall cause a light 
sufficient for the ·warning of passengers to lJe set up and maintained 
against or near such road or pavement where the same shall be open or 
broken up every night during which the same shall be continued open 
or broken up from daylight to daylight, and shall keep the road or 
pavement ·which has been so opened or broken up in good repair for 
three months after replacing and making good the same, and for such 
further time, if any, not being more than twelve months in the whole, 
as the soil so opened or broken up shall continue to subside. 

Penrtlty fo1• delay in 9. If the Company open or break up any street, bridge, or any 
reinstuHng streets. sewer, drain, or tunnel, without giving such notice as aforesaid, or in a 

manner cliffe1.·ent from that which shall have been approved of or 
determined as aforesaid, or without making such temporary or other 
works as aforesaid when so required, except in the cases in which the 
Company m•e hereby authorized to perform such works ·without any 
superintendence or notice, or if the Com1mny nmke any delay in 
completing any such work, or in filling in the ground, or reinstat~ 
ing or making good the road or pavement, or the sewer, ch·ain, or 
tunnel so opened or broken up, or in carrying awa,y the rubbish 
occasioned thereby, or if they neglect to cause the place where such 
road or pavement has been broken up to be fenced; guardcd, and 
lighted, or neglect to keep the road or pavement in repair for the 
space of three months next after the same is made good, or such 
further time as aforesaid, they shall forfeit to the persons having the 
control or management of the street, bridge, drain, sewer, or tunnel 
in respect of which such delay or omission is made, a sum not exceed­
ing five pounds for each clay during which any such default, delay, or 
omission as aforesaid shall continue after they shall have received 
notice thereof. 

Iucaseo£c1eluy,other 10. If any such delay or omission as aforesaid take lJlace, the 
parties may reinstate, IJersons having- the control or management of the street brid O'e 
umlrecover t.he 1 • u t 1 • t f 1 ' 1 } 1 I ' ' P ' 
expenses. sewer, c ra1n, or unne 111 respec o w nc 1 sue 1 c e ay or omission 

shall take place may cause the work so delayed or omitted to be 
executed, and the expenses of executing the same shaU be repaid to 
such persons by the Company; and such expenses may be recovered 
in the same manner as damages are recoverable by an action or plaint 

Alteration of pipes on 
notice fl'om the Now 
Plymouth Borough 
Council. 

in any Court of law of competent jurisdiction. 
11. The New Plymouth Borough Council, or other person under 

whose control or management the portion so to be opened or broken 
up may be, if they deem it necessary to raise,· sink, or otherwise alter 
the situation of any gas-pipes or other gasworks laid in a,ny of the 
streets, may, from time to time, by notice in writing, require the 
Company to cause forthwith, or as soon as conveniently may be, 
any such pipes or works to be raised, sunk, or otherwise altered in 
position, in such manner as the Council or other such person as afore­
s~ic1 may direct; Provided that s~wh alteratio11 be not such as to 
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permttnently injure such works, or to prevent the gas fl'Om flowing as 
fi·eely and conveniently as before; and the expenses attending such 
raising, sinking, or altering, and full compensation for every clamao·e 
clone thereby, shall be paid by the Council or other such person ~s 
aforesaid, as well to the Company as to all other persons. 

12. If the Company do not proceed forthwith, or as soon as con­
veniently may be, aftm receipt of such notice, to cause the same to be 
raised,, sunk, or altered in such manum· as theN ew Plymouth Borough 
Counml, or other person under whose control or management the 
portions so to be opened or broken up may be, require, the Council or 
other person as aforesaid may themselves cause such pipes or works to 
be r11isccl, sunk, or 11lterecl, as they think fit : Provided that such works 
be not permanently injured thereby, or the gas prevented from flowing 
as freely and conveniently as before. 

New PlymouLh 
Borough Council 
may act on default. 

13. rrhe inhabitants of any district within tho limits of this Act A majority of the 

may require the Company to extend their gas-pipes to anv distance inhabitants of any 
'th' 1 ' 1 l' • b • .; district may require 

Wl 1n t 1e s1uc mnts, emg not less than one 1nile in a continuous the Company to 

line, if they shall so desire, and tt majority of the said inhabitants, beinbo· extend their gas-
pipes. 

ratepa,yers, shall sign a memorial addressed to the Company requiring 
them to make such extensions, and shall show to the satisfaction of 
two Justices of the Peace that the net p1·ofits of the Company to arise 
from such extension will not be less than fifteen pounds per centum 
per annum on the cost of such extension as aforesaid, and on a reason-
able proportion of the costs of all works connected therewith ; and such 
two Justices may, upon being satisfied thereon, make an order requir-
ing the Company to commence and prosecute the ·works necessary for 
such extension from a time to lJe mentioned in such order ; and the 
Company shall from time to time usc all clue diligence in the prosecu-
tion of such works in compliance with such order. 

14. If the Company shall refuse or neglect to comply with such 
order, the Company shall forfeit a sum not exceeding five pounds, to 
be recovered with costs in any Court of competent jurisdiction, for each 
clay during which they shall refuse or neglect to comply with such 
order, from the time when notice of such neglect or refusal shall have 
been served on the said Company by any of such inhabitants, being· 
ratepayers as aforesaid, unless it shall appear to such Court that the 
delay arose from circumstances beyond the control of the Company. 

15. The Company may from time to time enter into any contract 
with any person for lighting or supplying with gas any public or 
private buildings, or for providing any person with pipes, burners, 
meters, and lamps, and for the repair thereof, and may also from time 
to time enter into any contract with the New Plymouth Borough 
Council, noad Board, or other persons having the control of any of 
the streets within the limits aforesaid, for lighting the same or any of 
them with gas, and for providing· such New Plymouth Borough Coun-
cil, Road Board, Ol' other persons with lamps, lamp-posts, burners, and 
pipes for such purpose, and for the repairs thereof, in such manner and 
upon such terms as shall be agreecl upon between the Company and 
the sa,id Council, Road Board, or other persons. 

16. rrhe Company may let for hire any meter for ascertaining the 
quantity of gas consumed or supplied, ancl any fittings for the gas, for 
such remuneration in money as shall be agTeecl upon between the 
Company and any person to whom the same may be so let, and such 
remuneration shall be recoverable in the same manner as the rents or 
sums clue to the Company for gas ; ancl such meters and fittings shall 
not be subject to distress for 1·ent of the premises where the same may 
be used, nor to be taken in execution under any process or proceeding 

Penalty on Com puny 
for refusing ot• 
neglecting to do so. 

Power of the Oom· 
pany to contract for 
lighting streets, &c. 

'Power of the Oom· 
pany to let meters. 

:M:eters not littble to 
distraint for rent, &c. 
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of a, Oomt of' law or equity or in bankruptcy against the person in 
whose possession the same may be. 

17. 'rhe Olerk, Engineer, or other officer duly appointed fOl' the 
purpose by the Company, may at all reasonable times outer any 
building or place lighted with gas supplied by the Company, in order 
to inspect the meters, fitting·s, and works for regulating the supply of 
gas, and for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of gas consumed 
or supplied; a.nd if a.ny person hinder such officer as aforesaid from 
entering [mel making such inspection as aforesaid n,t any reasonable 
time, he shall for every such offence forfeit to the Company a sum not 
exceeding five pounds. 

18. If nny person supplied with gas neglect to pny the rent clue 
for the same to the Compnny, the Company may stop the gas from 
entering the premises of such pel'son by cutting off the service-pipe, 
or by such means as the Company shall think fit, anclrecover the rent 
clue from such person, together with the expense of cutting off the 
gas and the costs of recovering the rent, by action in FLny Court of 
law of competent jurisdiction. 

19. In all cases in which the Company are authorized to cut off 
and take mvay the supply of gas from any house, huilcling, or premises, 
under the provisions of this Act, the Company, their agents or work­
men, after giving forty-eight hours' previous notice in writing to the 
occupier, Ol', if no occu1)ier, then after leaving ~mch notice on any 
portion of the premises, may ente1· into any such house, building, or 
premises between the hours of nine in the forenoon nncl four in the 
afternoon, and remove and carry away any pipe, meter, fittings, Ol' 

other works the property of the Company. 
20. Notice to the Company from a consumer for the discon­

tinuance of a supply of gas shall not be of any effect unless it be in 
writing, and be left at the registered office for the time being of the 
Company, or at the office of the Company's l\fanager at the Company's 
works at New Plymouth. 

21. Every person who shall lay or cause to be laid any pipe to 
communicate with any pipe belonging to the Company without their 
consent, or shall fraudulently injure any such meter as aforesaid, or 
who, in case the gas supplied by the Company is not ascertained by 
meter, shall use any burner other than such as has been provided or 
approved of by the Company, or of larger dimensions than he has 
contracted or agreed to pay for, or shall keep the lights burning for 
a longer tim,e than he has contracted or agreed to pay for, or who 
shall otherwise improperly use or burn such gas, or shall supply any 
other person with any part of the gas supplied to him by the Com1)any, 
shall forfeit to the Company the sum of five pounds for every such 
offence, and also the sum of forty shillings for every clay such 1)ipe 
shall so remain, or such works or burners shall be so used, or such 
excess be so committed or continued, or such supply furnished, and 
the Company may ta-ke off the gas from the house and premises of the 
person so ofiending, notwithstanding any contract or agreement which 
lllt1Y have been previously entered into. 

22. Before any person connects or disconnects any meter through 
·which any of the gas of the Company is intended to be or has been 
registered, he shall giYe not less than twenty-four hours' notice in 
writing to the Company of his intention to do so, and any person 
offending against this enactment shall for every such oii'ence be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

28. \Vhen any consumer leaves the l)l'emises where gas has been 
supplied to him without pa,ying· to the Company the gas rent clue 
from him, the Company shall be entitled to require feom the next 
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tenant payment of the arrears accruing since the meter shall have 
been last taken by the Company and left unpaid. by the former tenant, 
if such next tenant shall consume a.ny gas of the Company without 
having first given to the Company tvventy-four. hours' notice of his in­
tention to do so ; and, if such notice shall be given, such incoming 
tenant shall not be liable fm' such arrears as aforesaid. 

24. Every person who shall wilfully disconnect, l'emove, destroy, 
ol' damage any pipe, pillar, plug, post, lamp, or other work of the 
Company for rmpplying gas, m· who shall wilfully extingniHh any of 
the 1mblic lamps or lights, or waste or improperly use any of the 
g·as ::mppliecl by the Company, shall for each such offence forfeit to 
the Company any sum not exceeding five pounds, in addition to the 
amount of the clamag·(~ done. 

25. ~Every person who shall carelessly or accidentally break, throw 
down, or dama.ge any pipe, pillar, or lamp l)elonging to the Company, 
or under their control, shall pay such sum of money by way of satis­
faction to the Company fOl' the damage clone, not exceeding ten pounds, 
as any two Justices shall think reasonable. 

26. If the Company shall at any time cause or suffer to be 
brought or to flow into any public river, stream, ret-Jervoir, vvell, poncl, 
or place for water, or into any public clra.in communicating therewith, 
any washing or other substa.nce produced in making or supplying gas, 
or sha,ll do any act connected witlt the making m· supplying of gas 
whereby the water in ::tny such stremn, 1·iver, resm·voir, well, pond, or 
place for water shall be fouled, the Company shall forfeit to the New 
Plymouth Borough Council, or to any person or corporate body having 
the ownership or control of the waters into which such washing or 
other substance shall be brought or flow, or which shalll)e so fouled as 
aforesaid, for every such offence a sum not exceeding two hundred 
pounds, to be recoverable with full costs of suit in any Conrt of com­
petent jurisdiction, ancl to be assessed on the principle of covering the 
reasonable expense of restoring and making free fwm pollution the 
river, stream, reservoir, well, pond, or place for water m· drain into 
which such washing or other substance shall be brought or flow, or 
which shall l)e fouled as aforesnicl; lmt such penalty shall not be re­
coverable unless it be sued for dming the continuance of the offence 
or within six months after it shall have ceased. 

27. In addition to any sum whi~h may he recovered as aforesaid, 
and whether any sum shall have been recovered or not, the Company 
shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds, to he recoverable ·with costs in 
any Court of competent jurisdiction, for each clay dming which such 
washing or other substance shall be brought or flow as aforesaid, or the 
act by which such vmtm· shall be fouled shall continuo, after the expira~ 
tion of fOl'ty-eight hours from the time wh<:.1nnotice of the offence shall 
have been served on the Company by any pe1·son or corporate body 
having the ownership or control of the water aforesaid, or being the 
owner of the b::tnks along which such river m· stream as last aforesaid 
shall flow. 

6g 
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28. It shall be lawful for Lhe Smveyo1· of~ or any other person 
acting by m· under the ttuthority o~, the New Plymouth Borough 
Council, at any time Ol' times in the day-time, ttfter giving twenty-four 
hours' notice to the Company, to enter into any manufactory, gaso­
llleter, receiver, ol' other building belonging to the Company, in order 
to inspect and examine if there be any esmtpe of gas, or any washing or 
othm· substance produced in the making or supplying of gas, into any 
river, stream, public sewm· or drain, reservoir, well, pond, or place for 
water ; and if such Surveyor or other person, having given such notice 
lt::l aforesaid, be refused admittance into any such manufactory, gaso. 
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meter, receiver, or lmilding, or be prevented from or o bstructecl in making 
such inspection or examination as aforesaid, the Company shall forfeit 
and pay for every such offence a sum not exceeding five pounds, to be 
recoverable with costs by the New Plymouth Borough Council before , 
two Justices. ' 

29. Every person supplied \vith gas by the Company who wilfully 
suffers any pipe, meter, or other gas-fitting to be out of repair, so that 
the gas supplied to him is wasted, shall for every such offence forfeit 
a.nd pay to the Company any sum not exceeding five pounds over and 
a,bove the loss which the Company sustained by reason of such waste. 

30. ·whenever any gas shall escape from any pipe laid clown or 
set up by or belonging to the Company, they shall immediately after 
receiving notice thereof in writing prevent such gas from escaping; 
a,ncl in case the Company shall not, within forty-eight hours next after 
service of such notice, effectually prevent the gas from escaping and 
wholly remove the cause of complaint, they shall for every such 
offence forfeit to Her Majesty, her heirs ~tnd successors, the sum of 
five pounds for each clay during which the gas shall be suffered to 
escape after the expiration of forty-eight hours from the service of 
such notice, unless reasonable cause for such delay be shown to two 
Justices of the Peace. 

31. For the purpose of ascertaining whether water be fouled by 
the gas of the Company, the person to whom the water supposed to be 
fouled shall belong may dig up the ground and examine the pipes, con­
duits, and works of the Company : Provided that such person, before 
proceeding so to dig up and examine, shall give forty-eight hours' 
notice in writing to the Company of the time and place at which such 
digging and examination arc intended to take place, and shall give the 
like notice to the persons aforesaid having the control and management 
of the road, pavement, or place where such digging is to take place, 
and shall be subject to the like obligation of fencing, guarding, 
lighting, and reinstating the said road and pavement, and the same 
penalties for delay or any nonfeasance m· misfeasance therein, as are 
hereinbefore provided with respect to roads and pavements broken up 
by the Company. 

32. If upon any such examination it appears that such 1vater 
has been fouled by any gas belonging to the Company, the expenses of 
the digging, examination, fencing, guarding, lighting, and reinstating 
of the road,, ljavement, or lllace disturbed in any such examination 
shall be paid by the Company; hut, if upon sucl1 examination it do 
not so appear, the person causing the examination to be made shall 
pay all such expenses, and shall also make good to the Company 
any injury which may be occasioned to the works by such examina­
tion. 

33. 'rhe amount of the expenses of such digging, examimttion, 
fencing, guarding, lighting, and reinstatement, and of any injury clone 
to the Company, shall, in case of any dispute about the same, together 
with the costs of ascertaining and recovering the same, be ascertained 
a,ncl recovered in the same manner as damages for the ascertaining and 
recovery whereof no special provision is made are to be ascertained 
and recovered. 

34. Nothing contained in this Act shall prevent the Company 
from being liable to an indictment for nuisance, or to any action cir 
other legal proceeding to which, but for this Act, they would be liable 
in respect of any nuisance committed by them. 

35. The Company may make by-laws and regulations for the 
management of the Comp[my and its concerns : Provided the sa.me 
shall not be repugnant to this Act, or to "'rhe :iYiunicipal Corpora" 
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tions Act, 1876," or to any by-law or regulation -which may now or 
shall hereafter be made thereunder, or to any Road Board or County 
Council Act of the General Assembly, or to any by-law or regulation 
which may now or shall hereafter be made thereunder respectively, 
and may impose any penalty not exceeding the sum of five pounds for 
the breach of any by-law or regulation of the Company. 

36. The Company shall publish the short particulars of the several Publication of 

offences for which any penalty is imposed by this Act or by any by- penalties. 

law of the Company, affecting other persons than the shareholders, 
officers, or servants of the Company, and of the amount of every such 
penalty, and shall cause such particulars to be painted on a board to 
be hung up or affixed on some conspicuous part of the principal place 
of business of the Company, and, vi'hen any such penalties are of local 
application, shall cause such board to be fixed in some conspicuous 
place in tho immediate neighbourhood to which such penalties are 
applicable or have reference ; and the Company shall renew such 
particulars as often a.s the same m· any part thereof are obliterated 
or destroyed, and no such penalty shall be recoverable unless such 
particulars shall have been published and kept published in the manner 
hereinbefore required. 

JI 

37. If any person pull clown or injure any board put up or Penaltiesfot•defacing 
affixed as rec1uired bv this Act for the ]_)Ur]_)OSe of ]_)UblishinO' anv botu·~ n~ecl for stwh 

.; • . t:> .; pubhcatwn. 
by-law or penalty, or shall obhterate any of the letters or figures 
thereon, he shall forfeit for every such offence a sum not exceeding 
five pounds, and shall defray the expenses attending the restoration 
of such hoard. 

38. All fines, 1)enalties, forfeitures, or sums of money which, Penalties, &c., how 

under or by virtl1e of this Act or any by-law or regulation of the to be recovered. 

Company, are or shall be authorized or directed to be imposed on any 
person, shall and may be recovered in a summary way before any two 
Justices of the Peace, in the manner provided by "The Justices of 
the Peace Act, 1866," so far as the same relates to summary con-
victions, or by any Act repealing or amending the same, or for the like 
purposes. 

~~~erson shall be liable to the payment of any penalty or Penalties to be sued 

forfeiture impo88Cl:-hy~GJ:J:)V virtue of this Act, or by any by-law made for within six 
• 1 f -~1 ~l-"1 l • t . tl :ff months. lll pursuance t 1ereo , un ess ~lt~~-e0ll!JL am s respectmg w o ence 
shall have been made before a Resident lVIa-gistrat~ ?r two Justices of 
the Peace within six months after the commission tliereof"' 

40. If through any act, neglect, or default on account whereof Dttmuges to be made 

any r)erson shall luwe recovered any r)enalty imr)osed bv this Act, or good in addition to 

b 
. . .; penalty. 

y virtue of any by-law made m pursuance thereof, any damage to the · 
property of the Company shall have been committed by such person, 
he shall be liable to make good such damage, as well as to pay such 
penalty. The amount of such damage shall in case of dispute be 
determined by the Resident Magistrate or two Justices of the Peace 
by whom the party incurring such penalty shall have been convicted, 
and shall be leviable by distress and sale as in the case of a judgment 
by a Resident Magistrate. 

41. Any conviction for any offence under this Act may be drawn Form o£ comiction. 

as in the form in the Schedule to this Act annexed. 
42. No proceeding under this Act shall be quashed or vaca.tecl Conviction not to be 

for want of form. quashed fol' want of 

43. ·The Company shaH at all times after the expiration of six ~:;;:of .Act to be 

lllonths from the passing of this Act, or of any future Act amending kep.t by Company in 

l • tl tl · • th C 1 • then• office, and or repea mg 1e same or o 1erw1se empowermg e ompany, mep Ill deposited with the 

their principal office of business a copy of this Act and of such future Registrar of the 
' l . h } 't f G f N z Supreme Court at , ct prmted nne er t e aut).Ol'l y o the overnment o .r ew ea.Iancl, New Plymouth, in 
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office of Cle1·k to and shall also, within the space aforesaid, deposit in the office of the 
Bench at Town of Registrar of the Supreme Court of New Zealand at N e1v Plymouth, 
New Plymouth, and 
in office of Town and in the offioe of the Clerk of the Bench of the Resident Magistrate 
Clerk for Bol'Ongh of at New Plymouth and in the office of the Town Clerk of the New 
New Plymouth. Plymouth Borough Council, a copy of this Act and of such future Act 

Penalty on failure 
to keep or deposit 
such copies. 

Rateable reduction 
in the price of gus 
when profits exceed 
twenty per cent. 

Schedule. 

so printed as aforesaid; and the said Company, Registrar, Clerk to the 
Bench, and Town Clerk respectively, shall keep the sa,id copies, and 
shaH permit all persons interested to inspect the same, and shall furnish 
copies thereof or extracts therefrom at all reasonable hours in the clay, 
upon payments of one shilling for every such inspection, and sixpence 
per folio for every folio of seventy-two words thereof copied or ex­
tracted. 

44. In case the Company shall fail to keep any copy of this Act, 
or shall not permit any person interested to inspect the same, or shall 
fail to furnish copies thereof or extracts therefrom ~tt any reasonable 
hour of the clay upon such 1myment as aforesaid, the Company shall 
for every such offence forfeit and 1my the sum of five pounds, to be 
recovered with costs in a summary way by such person interested. 

45. The profits of the undertaking to be divided amongs~ the 
shareholders shall not exceed twenty pounds per centum per annum 
on the paid-up capital of the Company, unless a larger dividend be at 
any time necessary to make up the deficiency of any previous dividend 
which shall have fallen short of the said yearly rate; and, if it shall 
appear that the profits of the Company are sufficient to pay a larger 
dividend than that above specified, then the Company shall make a 
rateable reduction in the price of gas to be furnished by them, so that 
such mtes, when reduced, shall insure to the shareholders a profit as 
near as may be to the prescribed rate. 

SCHEDULE. 
PROVINCLAJ' DISTRICT OF TARANAKI, t 

NEW ZEAI,ANIJ, TO WIT. s 
BE it remembered that, on the day of , in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and , is convictecl before me, a Resident 
Magistrate [or before us, two JuRtices of the Peace for the 'Colony of New Zealand], 
for that [Here describe tlle qffence ,r;enemlly, and tlle tJlace (tnd #me 1vlten and where 
committed], contrary to "The New Plymouth Gas Company Act, 1879." 

Given under my [our] hand nncl seal [hm1cls and seals J the clay and yem: first 
above written. 

l~esiclent MagiRtrate 
[m· Justices of tl1e Peace]. 

WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND: 
Printell unde1' authority of the New Zenlnud GoVBl'nment, by Eh:oRGE DmsnurrY, Government Printer. 




