
No. VIII. 
AN ORDINANCE for taking a CenSU3 of the Colony of CENSUS. 

New Zealand. [15 th July, 185 I.] 

WHEREAS it is expedient that authentic statistical information Preamble. 
of the Colony of New Zealand be periodically obtained: 

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by His Excellency the Governor-in­
Chief of New Zealand, with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Council thereof, as follows ;-

1. That a Census of the number and condition of the population of Census ~o be ~ake~ 
the Islands of New Zealand s4all be taken in the first fourth and :!c~rJ:~~lee~f~~:s. 
seventh years of every decade of years, on the days and in the manner 
hereinafter declared. 

2. That the first decade shall be deemed to commence with the Commencem(lJlt of 
year of the passing hereof. first decade. 

S. That the Governor-in-Chief shall appoint persons to collect the Pcrs~ns to be 
!_f! t' . d b thO 0 d' d 11 appomted to leave llllOl'ma IOn requIre y IS l' Inance, an may cause an a owance and collect Schedule/!. 
to be made to any such person at a rate not exceeding ten shillings &c. How to be re-· 

d munerated. per ay. 
4. That in each of the years hereinbefore particularized the Senior Resident Magistrate 

Resident MaO'istrate in every settlement in the said Islands or where to warn all house-
• tl •• ' • ' holders to be ready 

there IS no ResIdent MagIstrate, some fit person to be app6mted by with i~formation by 
His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, shall, on or before the first day a certam day. 
of March, cause notices to be affixed on the several Churches, Chapels, 
Court Houses, and Police Stations, and in such other conspicuous 
places as he shall deem propel', within such district as shall be to 
him assigned for that purpose by His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, 
requiring every householder to be prepared, on the thirty-first day of 
March, or as soon thereafter as he may be called upon so to do by a 
Collector appointed as aforesaid, to give all such information as is 
required by the Schedule hereunto annexed. 

5. That the said Collectors shall, on or before the twenty-fifth day Collcetol's to leave 
of March in each of the years hereinbefore particularized, leave at every ~~~:~.'dt's at every 
house within the districts assigned to them respectively a Schedule, 
being a blank copy of the Schedule to this Ordinance annexed; and 
every householder able to write shall, Oil the thirty-first day of March, Householder to fill 

furnish in writing the information required by the said Schedule, by up same. 
filling up the same and subscribing his name at the foot thereof, and 
shall deliver the same ,,,hen called for to one of the s:1id Collectors. 

6. rfhat each Collector shall, as soon after the thirty-first dav of Collectors to call for 
M h t · bIll t h . h' d' t . t 11 t~th Schedules and com-arc as prac lOa e, ca a every ouse In IS IS 1'10 to co ec e plete them in certain 
Schedules, and is hereby authorized to put such questions as may be cases. 
indispensable to the complete filling up thereof, to any householder who, 
from inability to write, shall not have duly filled up the same, and 
the Collector shall thereupon fill it up himself with the information 
so supplied. 

7 ~ That every householder who shall wilfully refuse or without Penalties for not 
1 f 1 1 t t fill th 'd S h d 1 t th b t f h' filling up Schedule or a~ u excuse neg ~c 0 ~p e sal . C cue 0 e es 0 IS answering Collector's 
laiowledge and behef, or to SIgn and dehver the same, or shall make questions. 
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sign or deliver, or cause to be made signed or delivered, any false 
return of any of the matters specified in the said Schedule, or who 
shall refuse to answer, or wilfully give a false answer to such questions 
as aforesaid, ~hall for every such refusal or wilfully false answer, forfeit 
a sum not exceeding five pounds nor less than twenty shillings. 

8. Provided always that with respect to the present year the 
Census shall be taken on the first day of November, the notices given 
on or before the first day of October, the Schedules left on or before 
the twenty-fifth day of October, and filled up by the householder on 
the first day of November, and called for and filled up, when requisite, 
by the Collector, 'as soon after that day as practicable, all in manner 
aforesaid. 

9. This Ordinance shall come into operation on the first day of 
August, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one. 


