
1958, No. 21 Arms 307 

ANALYSIS 

Title 
1. Short Title and commencement 
2. Interpretation 

Licensed Dealers 
3. Dealers in arms or ammunition to 

be licensed 
4. Record of dealings by licensed deal­

ers 
5. Commissioner of Police may autho­

rise seizure of firearms or ammu­
nition held by licensed dealers 

Importation of Firearms 
6. Permits for import of firearms 

Permit to Procure Firearms or 
Ammunition 

7. Permits for possession 

Possession by Youths of Firearms and 
Ammunition 

8. Sale to, and possession by, young 
persons of firearms and am­
munition 

Registration of Firearms 
9. Possession of unregistered firearms 

prohibited 
10. Certificate of registration may be 

refused or existing £ertificate 
may be revoked 

11. Unregistered firearms to be surren­
dered to Police 

Unlawful Weapons 
12. Possession of unlawful weapons 

Carriage of Pistols 
13. Carriage of pistols without licence 

prohibited 

Appeals 
14. Right of appeal from official 

decisions 

15. Appeal to Magistrate in respect of 
compensation under this Act 

Offences 

16. Carriage or possession of arms, am­
munition, or explosives, except for 
proper and sufficient purposes, 
prohibited 

17. Unlawful acquisition of firearms, 
ammunition, or explosives 

18. Presenting firearms at other persons 
19. Obstruction of member of Police 
20. Arrest of offenders against this Act 
21. Time for prosecutions not limited 
22. Offences committed by incorporated 

companies 

General 

23. Occupier of premises to be deemed 
to be in possession of arms, am­
munition, and explosives found 
thereon 

24. Search of suspected persons and 
seizure of arms, ammunition, or 
explosives 

25. Search of land or buildings for arms, 
ammunition, or explosives 

26. Application of this Act to property 
of the Crown 

27. Governor-General may proclaim 
areas in which possession of arms, 
ammunition, and explosives is 
prohibited 

28. Restoration of articles seized under 
this Act 

29. Forfeitures 
30. Authorising disposal of firearms, 

etc., detained by Police 
31. Protection of persons acting under 

the authority of this Act 
32. Regulations 
33. Repeals and savings 

Schedule 



ABm. 196" 
No. Sot 

I:~":'. 1~5 
J\~r). S. 

~ll: ',~:\ntn. 

'REP. 196 
No. s. 
Substitutn. 

308 Arms 1958, No. 21 

1958, No. 21 

An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to the 
acquisition and possession of firearms and ammunition 

[18 September 1958 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows: 

1. Short Title and commencement-( 1) This Act may be 
cited as the Arms Act 1958. 

(2) This Act shall come into force on the first day of 
February, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine. 

2. Interpretation-In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires,-

"Automatic pistol" includes not only the weapon known 
as an automatic pistol, but also every weapon of a 
description substantially similar to the weapon so 
known: 

"Explosive" includes any article of which an explosive 
forms part and which is capable of destructive effect 
by way of explosion: 

"Licensed dealer" means the holder of a dealer's licence 
under this Act: 

"Member of the Police" means a member of the Police 
of New Zealand of any rank: 

"Owner" as used in relation to firearms includes any 
person for the time being in possession thereof: 

"Pistol" means any firearm the barrel of which does not 
exceed twelve inches in length: 

"Public place" has the same meaning as in Part 11 of 
the Police Offences Act 1927: 

"Unlawful weapon" means an automatic pistol; and 
includes any other weapon or class of weapon, 
whether a firearm or not, that may be declared by 
the Governor-General by Order in Council to be an 
unlawful weapon within the meaning and for the 
purposes of this Act. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 2 

Licensed Dealers 
3. Dealers in arms or ammunition to be licensed-( 1) It 

shall not be lawful for any person to sell, or offer for sale, or 
have in his possession for sale, in the way of his business, any 
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firearms or ammunition, or manufacture for sale any firearms, 
unless he is the holder of a dealer's licence issued to him by a 
commissioned officer of Police under this Act. 

(2) A dealer's licence may be issued in respect of both 
firearms and ammunition, or in respect of ammunition only, 
and each licence shall be issued in respect of one place of 
business only. 

(3) A dealer's licence may be at any time revoked by the 
Commissioner of Police. 

(4) Every person who commits a breach of this section com­
mits an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to 
a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 11 

4. Record of dealings by licensed dealers-( 1) Every 
licensed dealer shall keep at the place of business referred to 
in his licence a book in which he shall record such particulars 
as may be prescribed by regulations under this Act relating 
to the receipt, sale, manufacture, or delivery by him of such 
ammunition as may be specified in that behalf in the regula­
tions and of any firearms. 

(2) Every licensed dealer shall at all times permit any 
member of the Police to inspect and make copies of any entries 
in the book so kept by him as aforesaid, and shall at all times 
on demand afford to any member of the Police all further 
information in his possession with respect to any dealings Rk. 196 
him relating to firearms or ammunition. D. 

(3) Every licensed dealer who commits a breach of tit~ So 

section commits an offence, and shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 12 

5. Commissioner of Police may authorise seizure of firearms . 
or ammunition held by licensed dealers- ( 1) Any member 
of the Police may, on being authorised to do so by warrant 
under the hand of the Commissioner of Police, seize and take 
possession of all or any firearms or ammunition in the posses­
sion of or under the control of a licensed dealer; and for that 
purpose may enter into or upon any land or building in or 
upon which any such firearms or ammunition may be, and in 
so doing may use such force, if any, as may be necessary. 

(2) All firearms or ammunition seized under this section 
may be detained by the Commissioner of Police for such 
period as he thinks fit, or may, in the discretion of the 
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Governor-General in Council, become the property of Her 
Majesty free and discharged from all right, title, estate, or 
interest possessed in respect thereof by any other person. 

(3) In any case where any such firearms or ammunition 
have become the property of Her Majesty as aforesaid the 
Minister of Finance shall pay compensation therefor out of 
the Consolidated Fund. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 17 

Importation of Firearms 

6. Permits for import of firearms-( 1) No person shall 
bring or cause to be brought or sent into New Zealand any 
firearm otherwise than pursuant to a permit issued to him for 
that purpose by a commissioned officer of Police. 

(2) Any commissioned officer of Police to whom applica­
tion for a permit is made under this section may require the 
applicant to produce for examination and testing such samples 
of any firearms or of firearms of any kind referred to in the 
application as he may deem necessary, and may in his dis­
cretion refuse to grant a permit under this section with respect 
to any firearm, or with respect to firearms of any specified 
kind. 

(3) Any permit issued under this section may be at any 
time revoked by the commissioned officer of Police who issued 
the permit, or by any other commissioned officer of Police. 

( 4) If any member of the Police or officer of Customs has 
reasonable grounds to suspect that any firearms have been 
brought into New Zealand in breach of this section, or have 
been brought into the harbours or other territorial waters of 
New Zealand and are intended to be brought into New 
Zealand in breach of this section, that member or officer may 
seize those firearms and detain the same. In any such case, 
such force may be used as is reasonably necessary for effecting 
the seizure of the firearms. 

(5) The term "New Zealand" as used in this section does 
not include the harbours and other territorial waters of New 
Zealand. 

(6) Every person who commits, or attempts to commit, or 
conspires to commit, a breach of this section commits an 
offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to imprison­
ment for a term not exceeding two years or to a fine not 
exceeding one hundred pounds, or to both, and the burden 
of proving the existence and terms of such a permit as aforesaid 
shall lie on the defendant. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 6; 1930, No. 30, s. 2 
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Permit to Procure Firearms or Ammunition 
7. Permits for possession-( 1) Subject to the provisions of 

this Act, no person other than a licensed dealer authorised to 
deal in firearms and ammunition or in ammunition only, as the 
case may require, shall, whether by way of purchase or in 
any other manner, procure possession of any firearm or am­
munition otherwise than pursuant to a permit under this 
section or pursuant to a permit under section six of this Act. 

(2) No person shall, whether by way of sale or in any other 
manner, deliver possession of any firearm or ammunition to 
any person other than a licensed dealer authorised to deal in 
firearms and ammunition or in ammunition only, as the case 
may require, or a person entitled to obtain the firearm or 
ammunition by virtue of any permit referred to in subs~n 
one of this section. . 196 

(3) Subject to the provisions of any regulations unde~~his s. 
Act, a permit under this section may be issued by any member 
of the Police. AMD. 19ti : 

(4) Every person who commits, or attempts to commit~&- s. 
conspires to commit, a breach of this section commits an 
offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to imprison­
ment for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine not 
exceeding one hundred pounds, or to both, and the burden 
of proving the existence and terms of any such permit as 
aforesaid shall lie on the defendant. 

(5) Every permit issued under this section shall remain in 
force for such period, not exceeding one month, as may be 
specified in the permit: 

Provided that any such permit may at any time during its 
currency be revoked by a commissioned officer of Police. 

(6) Nothing in this se.ction sh~ll ~pply to t~e possession of ---;REP. 196..1, 
(a) Shotguns of a kInd ordInanly used In New Zealan<NO&! 

for sporting purposes; or . 
(b) Ammunition other than pistol ammunition and am­

munition prescribed in that behalf by Order in 
Council; or 

( c) Firearms of the kind known as humane killers; or 
( d) Firearms of the kind known as bolt guns or stud guns. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 7 A-c!D. 19 

Possession by Youths of Firearms and Ammunition No. 1:> •• 

8. Sale to, and possession by, young persons of firearms and 
ammunition-( 1) It shall not be lawful to sell or supply fire­
arms to which this section applies or any kind of ammunition 
for any such firearm to any person apparently under the age 
of sixteen years. 
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(2) It shall not be lawful for any person under the age of 
sixteen years to use or carry or have in his possession any 
firearm to which this section applies or any kind of ammuni­
tion for any such firearm. 

(3) It shall not be lawful to sell or supply any firearms 
to which this section applies to any person who has attained 
the age of sixteen years and is apparently under the age of 

!\.MD. 19 twenty-one years otherwise than pursuant to a permit issued 
N"O: . s. under section seven of this Act. 

( 4) It shall not be lawful for any person who has attained 
the age of sixteen years but has not attained the age of 
twenty-one years to procure possession, whether by way of 
purchase or in any other manner, of any firearm to which this 
section applies otherwise than pursuant to a permit issued 
under section six or section seven of this Act. 

(5) Every person who commits or attempts to commit a 
breach of this section commits an offence, and shall be liable 
on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds. 

(6) Nothing in this section shall apply to any person under 
the age of sixteen years using a firearm under the imme­
diate supervision of the owner of the firearm or under proper 
supervision on a properly constructed firing range. 

(7 ) For the purposes of this section the term "firearm" 
means any gun, rifle, or pistol, whether acting by the force of 
explosives or not; but does not include any firearm referred to 

fu'l!D. 19&, in paragraph (c) or paragraph (d) of subsection six of section 
No. s.. seven of this Act. 

Cf. 1927, No. 35, s. 28 

Registration of Firearms 

9. Possession of unregistered firearms prohibited-( 1) It 
shall not be lawful for any person other than a licensed dealer 
authorised to deal in firearms to be in possession for a period 
longer than one month of any firearm unless he is registered 
as the owner thereof under this section. 

(2) Registration under this section shall be effected by 
obtaining a certificate of registration from a member of the 
Police. 

(3) A member of the Police may, before issuing a certificate 
of registration, require the applicant to produce the firearm 
for his inspection, and may refuse to issue a certificate if he 
considers that the firearm is in an unsafe condition. 
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(4) Subject to the provIsIOns of subsection one of this 
section, no person shall be exempt from the necessity of 
becoming registered as the owner of a firearm under this 
section on the ground that he obtained that firearm in 
pursuance of a permit or licence issued under this Act. 

(5) A certificate of registration may, in the discretion of 
the member of the Police issuing the certificate, include the 
name of any employee of the owner or of any member of the 
family of the owner who has attained the age of sixteen years, 
and, notwithstanding an,ything to the contrary in this Act, 
any person whose name"it; for the time being included in 
a certificate as aforesaid ma')l' be given lawful possess~on of the 
firearm. AUD. 196. 

(6) Any such name may at any time be include~oin aA'y 
certificate of registration by a member of the Police and any 
name included in any such certificate may be removed from 
the certificate by a member of the Police at the request of the 
owner of the firearm. 

(7) Any person whose name is included in a certificate of 
registration under subsection five or subsection six of this 
section shall, for the purposes of section ten of this Act, be 
deemed to be registered as an owner of the firearm. 

(8) Every person who commits a breach of this section 
commits an offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds; and on any prosecution for 
such an offence, if the defendant is proved to have been in pos­
session of the firearm, the burden of proving that he was 
registered as aforesaid or that he had not been in possession 
thereof for more than one month or that he was lawfully in 
possession thereof pursuant to this section shall lie on the 
defendant. 

(9) Nothing in this section shall apply to the possession of­
(a) Shotguns of a kind ordinarily used in New Zealand 

for sporting purposes; or REP. 196 ' 
(b) Firearms of the kind known as humane killers; or No. s.. 
( c) Firearms of the kind known as bolt guns or stud guns. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 9 

10. Certificate of registration may be refused or existing 
certificate may be revoked-( 1) No person shall be registered 
as the owner of any firearm who, in the opinion of a commis­
sioned officer of Police, is not a fit and proper person to be in 
possession of the firearm. 
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(2) If any person who is registered as the owner of any 
firearm is, in the opinion of a commissioned officer of Police, 
not a fit and proper person to be in possession of the firearm, 
or if, in the opinion of any such officer, the firearm is unsafe, 
that commissioned officer may, by notice in writing under 
his hand, revoke the certificate of registration, and the person 
so registen;d shall upon demand surrender the certificate to 
a member of the Police. 

(3) On the revocation of a certificate of registration pur­
suant to this section the person to whom the certificate was 
issued shall cease to be the registered owner of the firearm 
to which it relates, whether or not the certificate has been 
surrendered. 

Cf. 1934, No. 3, s. 3 

11. Unregistered firearms to be surrendered to Police­
( 1) On the revocation of any certificate of registration under 
section ten of this Act, or on the refusal of any member of the 
Police to issue a certificate of registration pursuant to an 
application under section nine of this Act, the owner or 
other person for the time being in possession of the firearm 
to which the certificate or application relates shall, on demand, 
deliver the firearm to a member of the Police. 

(2) The owner of any firearm in respect of which a certifi­
cate of ownership has been revoked as aforesaid, or in respect 
of which an application for a certificate of registration has 
been refused, may at any time within three months there­
after, or such longer period as the Commissioner of Police 
may allow, sell or otherwise dispose of the firearm to a person 
approved for the purpose by a commissioned officer of Police: 

Provided that if, in the opinion of that officer, the firearm 
is unsafe, he may prohibit any such sale or disposition. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of subsection two of this sec­
tion, all firearms delivered to a member of the Police pursuant 
to this section may be detained for such period as the Commis­
sioner of Police thinks fit, or may, in the discretion of the 
Minister in Charge of Police become the property of Her 
Majesty, free and discharged from all right, title, or interest 
possessed in respect thereof by any other person. 

( 4) The Minister of Finance shall payout of the Consoli­
dated Fund compensation for the value of all firearms, 
other than unsafe firearms, delivered to a member of the 
Police under this section and which have become the pro­
perty of Her Majesty as hereinbefore provided. 
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(5) Every person who commits a breach of this section com­
mits an offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or to both. 

Cf. 1934, No. 3, s. 4 A 1N!' :REP. 196 
MD. :1V. No. s. 

Unlawful Weapons No. So SI",', 11, 

12. Possession of unlawful weapons-( 1) Except as pro­
vided in subsection two of this section, every person who is at 
any time in possession of an unlawful weapon, or of any part 
or parts of an unlawful weapon, or of any part or parts 
specially intended or adapted for use as part of an unlawful 
weapon, or any ammunition for an unlawful weapon, shall 
forthwith, if the weapon is already an unlawful weapon, 
or before the expiry of one month after the notification in 
the Gazette of the Order in Council declaring the weapon 
to be an unlawful weapon in any other case, cause the weapon 
or the parts or the ammunition to be destroyed or exported 
from New Zealand, or delivered to a member of the Police. 

(2) The Minister in Charge of Police may, by licence in 
writing, authorise any person in any special case and for any 
special reason to have in his possession any unlawful weapon 
or any part or parts of an unlawful weapon or any ammuni­
tion for an unlawful weapon, subject to such conditions as to 
use or custody as the Minister may impose. Any such licence 
may at any time be revoked without notice by the Minister. 

(3) The Minister of Finance shall pay compensation out of 
the Consolidated Fund for the value of all weapons in a ser­
viceable condition, and for all parts or ammunition delivered 
to a member of the Police in accordance with this section: 

Provided that no such compensation shall be paid unless 
the Minister is satisfied that the person claiming compensa­
tion has acquired the weapons or parts or ammunition lawfully 
and, if he has brought them into New Zealand, that he has 
done so lawfully. 

( 4) Every person who is in possession of any weapon or 
parts or ammunition contrary to the provisions of this section 
or who fails to comply with any condition imposed under 
subsection two of this section commits an offence, and shall 
be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding three months or to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred pounds, or to both. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 3; 1921-22, No. 51, s. 2 
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Carriage of Pistols 

13. Carriage of pistols without licence prohibited-( 1) It 
shall be unlawful for any person to carry a pistol in any place 
beyond the limits of his dwellinghouse, or the curtilage there­
of, save under and in accordance with the conditions of a 
licence in that behalf under this section. 

(2) A licence under this section may be granted by a com­
missioned officer of Police and may be granted subject to such 
conditions as he thinks fit. 

(3) Any such licence may be at any time revoked by any 
commissioned officer of Police. 

( 4) Every person who carries a pistol contrary to the pro­
visions of this section or contrary to the provisions of any 
conditions imposed under this section commits an offence, 
and shall be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine not exceed­
ing one hundred pounds, or to both. 

( 5) In any prosecution under this section the burden of 
proving that the pistol carried by the defendant was carried by 
him under and in accordance with the conditions of a licence 
so granted to him shall lie upon the defendant. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 4 

Appeals 

14. Right of appeal from official decisions-( 1) Any person 
whose application for a licence or a permit under section 
three or section six or section seven of this Act has been 
refused, or whose licence or permit under any of those sections 
has been revoked, or whose application for a certificate of 
registration under this Act as the owner of any firearm has 
been refused, or whose certificate of registration as the owner 
of any firearm has been revoked, may, by way of originating 
application, appeal to a Magistrate from the refusal to grant 
any such licence, permit, or certificate, or from the revocation 
of any such licence, permit, or certificate, as the case may be. 
On the hearing of any such appeal the Magistrate may either 
confirm or reverse the decision appealed against. 

(2) Notwithstanding that any such appeal may have been 
determined in favour of the appellant, any commissioned 
officer of Police, in exercise of the powers conferred on him 
by this Act, may, subject to the like right of appeal, revoke 
any licence, permit, or certificate to which the appeal related, 
or any licence, permit, or certificate granted in compliance 
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with the decision of the Magistrate on such appeal, on any 
sufficient grounds supported by facts or evidence discovered 
since the hearing of the appeal. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of subsection two of this sec­
tion, the decision of the Magistrate on any appeal under this 
section shall be final and conclusive. 

(4) No person shall be excused from complying with any 
of the provisions of this Act on the ground that an appeal is 
pending under this section. 

Cf. 1934, No. 3, s. 5 

15. Appeal to Magistrate in respect of compensation under 
this Act-The amount of compensation payable under any of 
the provisions of this Act in respect of any arms, ammunition, 
or other property shall not in any case exceed the actual 
market value thereof, and in case of dispute shall be deter­
mined, upon application by way of originating application, 
by a Magistrate, whose decision shall be final. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 25 

Offences 
16. Carriage or possession of arms, ammunition, or explo­

sives, except for proper and sufficient purposes, prohihited­
(1) No person shall carry or be in possession of any firearm, 
ammunition, explosive, or dangerous weapon except for some 
lawful, proper, and sufficient purpose, and the burden of prov­
ing the existence of any such purpose shall lie upon the 
defendant. 

(2) No person who, while under the influence of drink or 
a drug to such an extent as to be incapable of having proper 
control of the firearm, shall be in charge of any firearm. Allm. 196., 

(3) Every person who commits a breach of this sectil>W· s. 
commits an offence, and shall be liable on summary convic-
tion to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months 
or to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or to both. 

(4) Section forty-three of the Police Offences Act 1927 is 
hereby amended by omitting the words "or while in posse~sion 
of any firearms and ammunition". 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 5 

17. Unlawful acquisition of firearms, ammunition, or 
explosives-Every person who procures, or attempts to 
procure, or conspires to procure, the possession of any firearm, 
ammunition, or explosive by way of trespass or otherwise with­
out lawful right or title thereto commits an offence, and shall 

AMD.l9S/ 
No. s. 
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be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding two years or to a fine not exceeding one hundred 
pounds, or to both. 

Cf. 1920,~0. 14,s. 10 

18. Presenting firearms at other persons-Every person who, 
except for some lawful and sufficient purpose, presents a fire­
arm, whether loaded or unloaded, at any other person commits 
an offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to im­
prisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine 
not exceeding one hundred pounds, or to both. 

Cf. 1920, ~o. 14, s. 13 

19. Obstruction of member of Police-Every person who 
obstructs a member of the Police in the exercise of any right of 
search, seizure, or detention conferred by this Act commits an 
offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to imprison­
ment for a term not exceeding three months or to a fine not 
exceeding one hundred pounds, or to both. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 18 

20. Arrest of offenders against this Act-Any person 
reasonably suspected of having committed an offence against 
this Act which is punishable by imprisonment may be 
arrested by a member of the Police without warrant. 

Cf. 1920, ~o. 14, s. 14 

21. Time for prosecutions not limited-Section fourteen of 
the Summary Proceedings Act 1957 shall have no application 
to prosecutions for offences against this Act. 

Cf. 1920, ~o. 14, s. 20 

22. Offences committed by incorporated companies-When 
an offence against this Act punishable by imprisonment (whe­
ther or not it is also punishable by a fine) is committed by an 
incorporated company, the company shall be liable on sum­
mary conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundred pounds. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 22 

General 

23. Occupier of premises to be deemed to be in possession 
of arms, ammunition, and explosives found there on-For the 
purposes of this Act every person in occupation of any land 
or building on which any firearms, ammunition, or explosives 
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are found shall, though not to the exclusion of the liability 
of any other person, be deemed to be in possession of those 
firearms, ammunition, or explosives, unless he proves that 
they were not his property and that they were in the posses­
sion of some other person. 

CL 1920, No 14, s. 23 

24. Search of suspected persons and seizure of arms, am­
munition, or explosives- ( 1) If a member of the Police has 
reasonable grounds to suspect that any person being in a pub­
lic place is carrying or is in possession of any firearm, ammu­
nition, or explosive in breach of this Act, the member may 
without warrant search that person, or any vehicle, package, 
or other thing there in his possession or under his control, and 
may detain that person for the purpose of any such search, 
and may seize any such firearm, ammunition, or explosive, 
and detain the same. 

(2) If any member of the Police has reasonable grounds to 
suspect that any person has in his possession or under his con­
trol in any place any firearm, ammunition, or explosive, and 
that the person is of unsound mind, or is under the influence 
of drink or a drug to such an extent as to be incapable of 
having proper control of the firearm, ammunition, or explo­
sive, or may kill or do bodily injury to himself or any 
other person, the member of the Police may, without warrant, 
search that person or place; and may detain that person for 
the purpose of any such search; and may seize any such fire­
arm, ammunition, or explosive and detain the same. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 15; 1930, No. 30, s. 6 

25. Search of land or buildings for arms, ammunition, or 
explosives-If any commissioned officer of Police has reason 
to suspect that there is in any house, building, land, vehicle, 
vessel, or other premises any firearms, ammunition, or ex­
plosives in respect of which any offence against this Act or 
any indictable offence has been or is about to be committed 
or which may be evidence of any such offence, the commis­
sioned officer, or any member or members of the Police 
authorised by him in writing, may enter any such house, 
building, land, vehicle, vessel, or premises, by force if need 
be, and either by day or by night, and search the same or 
any part thereof, and may seize any firearms, ammunition, 
or explosives found therein, and detain the same. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 16 



320 Arms 1958, No. 21 

26. Application of this Act to property of the Crown­
Nothing in this Act shall render unlawful the carriage or 
possession of firearms, ammunition, or explosives belonging 
to the Crown and lawfully in the possession of any member 
of the armed forces of the Crown, or of the Police, or of any 
other person authorised pursuant to regulations under this 
Act to carry or possess firearms, ammunition, or explosives. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 21 

27. Governor-General may proclaim areas in which posses­
sion of arms, ammunition, and explosives is prohibited­
(1) The Governor-General may from time to time by Pro­
clamation declare that any area specified in the Proclamation 
is an area in which the possession of firearms, ammunition, 
and explosives is prohibited. 

(2) Any area so specified shall, while and so far as such 
Proclamation remains in force, be a prescribed area within 
the meaning and for the purposes of this Act. 

(3) Any such Proclamation may by subsequent Proclama­
tion be revoked either as to the whole or any part of the 
prescribed area. 

( 4) No person shall, except in pursuance of a permit issued 
to him for that purpose by a commissioned officer of Police, 
have in his possession in a prescribed area any firearm, am­
munition, or explosive at any time later than three clear days 
after the date of the gazetting of the Proclamation by which 
that area was constituted. 

( 5) Any permit issued under subsection four of this section 
may be at any time revoked by any commissioned officer of 
Police. 

(6) Every person who on the gazetting of any Proclamation 
constituting a prescribed area as aforesaid is in possession in 
that area of any firearms, ammunition, or explosives mall, 
before the expiration of the time limited by subsection four 
of this section, deliver all such firearms, ammunition, and 
explosives to a member of the Police, unless he obtains a 
permit to retain possession thereof as provided in that sub­
section; and if he fails so to deliver any such firearms, ammuni­
tion, or explosives he shall be guilty of an offence against this 
section. 

(7) All firearms, ammunition, and explosives delivered to 
a member of the Police pursuant to this section may be 
detained for such period as the Commissioner of Police thinks 
fit, or may, in the discretion of the Governor-General in 
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Council, become the property of Her Majesty, free and dis­
charged from all right, title, estate, or interest possessed in 
respect thereof by any other person. 

(8) The Minister of Finance shall payout of the Consoli­
dated Fund compensation for the value of all firearms, am­
munition, or explosives delivered to a member of the Police 
under this section and which have become the property of 
Her Majesty as hereinbefore provided. 

(9) No person shall bring or send, or cause to be brought 
or sent, into a prescribed area any firearm, ammunition, or 
explosive save in pursuance of a permit issued to him for that 
purpose by a commissioned officer of Police. 

(10) Every person who commits, or attempts to commit, 
or conspires to commit, a breach of this section commits an 
offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction to imprison­
ment for a term not exceeding two years or to a fine not 
exceeding one hundred pounds, or to both, and the burden of 
proving the existence and terms of any permit under subsection 
four of this section shall lie on the defendant. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14,s.8 

28. Restoration of articles seized under this Act-On 
application by way of originating application, a Magistrate 
may make such order as he thinks just and expedient for the 
restoration of any firearms, ammunition, or explosives seized 
and detained in pursuance of the right of search, seizure, or 
detention conferred by this Act. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 19 

29. Forfeitures-When any person is convicted of using, 
carrying, or being in possession of any arms, ammunition, or 
explosives in breach of this Act, the convicting Court may, as 
part of the conviction, order that any such arms, ammunition, 
or explosives shall be forfeited, and they shall thereupon 
become forfeited to the Crown accordingly, and may be dis­
posed of in such manner as the Commissioner of Police directs. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 24 

30. Authorising disposal of firearms, etc., detained by 
Police-( 1) Without limiting the operation of any other pro­
visions of this Act as to the disposal of firearms, ammunition, 
or explosives seized or detained under this Act, any such fire­
arms, ammunition, or explosives that have been detained for 
not less than twelve months may be disposed of in such man­
ner as the Commissioner of Police may direct. 
A-12 
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(2) Nothing in this section shall limit the authority of a 
Magistrate to make an order for the restoration of any such 
firearms, ammunition, or explosives on application made 
under section twenty-eight of this Act. 

Cf. 1930, No. 30, s. 8 

31. Protection of persons acting under the authority of this 
Act-No action, claim, or demand whatsoever shall lie or be 
made or allowed by or in favour of any person against the 
Crown, or any Minister of the Crown, or any person acting 
in the execution or intended execution of this Act, save only 
in respect of any compensation that is payable in accordance 
with the express provisions of this Act. 

Cf. 1934, No. 3, s. 6 

32. Regulations-( 1) The Governor-General may, from 
time to time, by Order in Council, make regulations-

(a) Prescribing the forms of permits, licences, and certifi­
cates under this Act, and the conditions and manner 
of their grant: 

(b) Prescribing fees payable in respect of any such licences, 
permits, and certificates: 

( c) Making provision for the marking of firearms with 
identifying marks before the issue of certificates of 
registra tion: 

( d) Defining firearms either generally or for the purposes 
of any particular provisions of this Act: 

( e) Applying any of the provisions of this Act to rifles, guns, 
or pistols of any calibre that are not firearms properly 
so called: 

.(f) Excluding any firearms from any of the provisions of 
this Act: 

(g) Enabling the Commissioner of Police to direct that only 
certain members of the Police may issue permits and 
certificates under this Act: 

(h) Generally for any other purpose deemed by the 
Governor-General to be necessary for giving effect 
to the full intent and purposes of this Act. 

(2) Regulations under this section may prescribe fines, not 
exceeding twenty pounds in any case, for the breach of or 
failure to comply with any such regulations. 

Cf. 1920, No. 14, s. 26; 1921-22, No. 51, ss. 12, 13 
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33. Repeals and savings-( 1) The enactments specified in 
the Schedule to this Act are hereby repealed. 

(2) Without limiting the provisions of the Acts Interpreta­
tion Act 1924, it is hereby declared that the repeal of any 
provision by this Act shall not affect any document made or 
any thmg whatsoever done under the provision so repealed or 
under any corresponding fonner provision, and every such 
document or thing, so far as it is subsisting or in force at the 
time of the repeal and could have been made or done under 
this Act, shall continue and have effect as if it had been made 
or done under the corresponding provision of this Act and as 
if that provision had been in force when the document was 
made or the thing was done. 

SCHEDULE Section 33 (1) 

ENACTMENTS REPEALED 

1920, No. 14-The Arms Act 1920. (1931 Reprint, Vol. Ill, p. 163.) 
1921-22, No. 51-The Arms Amendment Act 1921-22. (1931 Reprint, 

Vol. Ill, p. 173.) 
1927, No. 35-The Police Offences Act 1927: Section 28 and the head­

ing to that secti6ll.. (1931 Reprint, Vol. 11, p. 517.) 
1930, No. 30-The Arms Amendment Act 1930. (1931 Reprint, Vol. 

Ill, p. 175.) 
1934, No. 3-The Arms Amendment Act 1934. 
1957, No. 87-The Summary Proceedings Act 1957. So much of the 

Third Schedule as relates to section 28 of the Police 
Offences Act 1927. 
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