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An Act to amend the Misuse of Drugs Act 1975

1 Short Title and commencement
(1) This Act may be cited as the Misuse of Drugs Amendment

Act 1992, and shall be read together with and deemed part of
the Misuse of Drugs Act 1975 (hereinafter referred to as the
principal Act).

(2) This Act shall come into force on the 1st day of July 1992.
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6 Transitional provisions
(1) Notwithstanding the amendment, by section 5 of this Act, of

subsections (1), (2), and (2A) of section 31 of the principal
Act,—
(a) Section 31(2) of the principal Act shall, after the com

mencement of this section, continue to apply, in respect
of any certificate that is referred to in section 31(2) of
the principal Act and that was given before the com
mencement of this section, as if section 5 of this Act
had not been passed:

(b) Subsection (2A) of section 31 of the principal Act (as
that subsection existed immediately before the com
mencement of this section) shall, after the commence
ment of this section, continue to apply, in respect of the
receipt of any substance, preparation, mixture, or article
before the commencement of this section, as if section
5 of this Act had not been passed.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in section 31 of the principal Act,
where,—
(a) Before the commencement of this section, any sub

stance, preparation, mixture, or article has been de
livered or posted to an analyst within the meaning of
subsection (1) of section 31 of the principal Act (as that
subsection existed immediately before the commence
ment of this section); and

(b) Any one or more of the following circumstances apply
in relation to that substance, preparation, mixture, or
article, namely,—
(i) In the case of any substance, preparation, mix

ture, or article that was posted before the com
mencement of this section, that substance, prep
aration, mixture, or article was not received by
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the analyst until after the commencement of this
section; or

(ii) That substance, preparation, mixture, or article
was not analysed by an analyst within the mean
ing of subsection (1) of section 31 of the princi
pal Act (as that subsection existed immediately
before the commencement of this section) before
the commencement of this section; or

(iii) Analysis of that substance, preparation, mixture,
or article was not completed by such an analyst
before the commencement of this section; or

(iv) Analysis of that substance, preparation, mixture,
or article was completed by such an analyst be
fore the commencement of this section but a cer
tificate of the kind referred to in section 31(2) of
the principal Act was not issued in respect of that
substance, preparation, mixture, or article before
the commencement of this section,—

the following provisions shall apply:
(c) After the commencement of this section, the substance,

preparation, mixture, or article may be analysed, or the
analysis of that substance, preparation, mixture, or art
icle may be completed, as the case requires, by any ana
lyst within the meaning of subsection (1) of section 31
of the principal Act (as amended by section 5 of this
Act):

(d) A certificate of the kind referred to in section 31(2) of
the principal Act may, after the commencement of this
section, be issued in respect of that substance, prepar
ation, mixture, or article by any such analyst:

(e) No such analysis, and no certificate so issued, shall be
invalid on the ground—
(i) That, in the case of any substance, preparation,

mixture, or article to which paragraph (b)(i) of
this subsection applies, the person to whom the
substance, preparation, mixture, or article was
addressed was, before the commencement of this
section, an analyst within the meaning of subsec
tion (1) of section 31 of the principal Act (as that
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subsection existed immediately before the com
mencement of this section) and either ceased to
be such an analyst on or before the commence
ment of this section or was, after the commence
ment of this section, an analyst within the mean
ing of that subsection (as amended by section 5 of
this Act); or

(ii) That the analysis was done or completed, or the
certificate was issued, by an analyst who was not
the analyst to whom the substance, preparation,
mixture, or article was delivered or posted, pur
suant to section 31 of the principal Act, before
the commencement of this section; or

(iii) That the person who carried out or completed
the analysis or issued the certificate either was
not, before the commencement of this section, an
analyst within the meaning of subsection (1) of
section 31 of the principal Act (as that subsection
existed immediately before the commencement
of this section), or was such an analyst before the
commencement of this section and was, after the
commencement of this section, an analyst within
the meaning of that subsection (as amended by
section 5 of this Act).

(3) Notwithstanding anything in section 31 of the principal Act,
where, before the commencement of this section, any certifi
cate of the kind referred to in subsection (2) of that section has
been issued in respect of the analysis of any substance, prep
aration, mixture, or article, a certificate of that kind may, from
time to time, after the commencement of this section, be is
sued by any analyst within the meaning of subsection (1) of
that section (as amended by section 5 of this Act) in any case
where that analyst has available to him or her such informa
tion as is necessary to enable that analyst to fully complete that
certificate.

(4) Section 31(2) of the principal Act shall apply in respect of
any certificate issued under the authority of subsection (3) of
this section as if the certificate had been signed, before the
commencement of this section, by an analyst who had person
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ally received the substance, preparation, mixture, or article to
which the certificate relates.

(5) Notwithstanding anything in section 31 of the principal Act,
where, after the commencement of this section,—
(a) Any substance, preparation, mixture, or article is posted

by registered post in any package, parcel, or other con
tainer that is addressed to the Dominion Analyst or a
Government Analyst; and

(b) That substance, preparation, mixture, or article is re
ceived by an analyst within the meaning of section
31(1) of the principal Act (as amended by section 5 of
this Act),—

section 31 of the principal Act shall apply in all respects as
if that substance, preparation, mixture, or article had been de
livered to that analyst in a package properly addressed to that
analyst.

7 Repeal
Section 3 of the Misuse of Drugs Amendment Act 1986 is
hereby consequentially repealed.
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